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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Thursday 16 July 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 16 July can be found on page 39 of this 
document. 
 
Oral questions following on from the various Ministerial Statements 
made on 16 July can be found on page 38. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 16 July) 
 

 
Government Initiated Question 

 

James Dornan (Glasgow Cathcart) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what progress it has made toward extending Fair Start 
Scotland provision following the end of the current contract period, given the 
importance of employability support in responding to the COVID-19 crisis. 
 

S5W-30722  
 
Jamie Hepburn: Fair Start Scotland (FSS), Scotland’s devolved employment 
support service is helping people, including those who are further removed 
from the labour market, to find work and stay in work. Following an open and 
competitive procurement process, contracts were awarded in October 2017 to 
a mixed economy of suppliers from public, third and private sectors to deliver 
the service across Scotland. Fair Start Scotland was launched in April 2018 
for initial contract period to 31 March 2021. 
 
Today I have announced the extension of the current Fair Start Scotland 
service for a further two years, in accordance with the commercial options 
available to me in the original contracts, allowing more people to join the 
service up to 31 March 2023. 
 
This two year FSS extension period is an opportunity to provide stability and 
continuity as we respond to the current Covid-19 crisis and move into our 
economic restart and recovery phases. 
 
We know that the vulnerable, and those furthest from the labour market suffer 
most in times of recession, and we must do all we can to continue delivering 
the support they need to progress towards and into work. 
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The extension of the current Provider contracts and delivery model provides a 
strong foundation from which to respond to a rapidly changing labour market, 
as well as delivering on our ‘test and learn’ approach to employability support 
and allows us to work with our partners in local government and the third 
sector towards longer term local integration within No One Left Behind. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 

 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): 
To ask the Scottish Government when it expects to allow commercial 
businesses to open their customer toilets for public use. 
 

S5W-30056  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government has released guidance on how 
public and customer toilets can open safely. The decision to open public 
toilets in commercial businesses is to be made by the operator. You can find a 
copy of the guidance here. 
 
 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of it making an interest free 
loan available to the Edinburgh Festival Fringe Society, whether it will make 
similar loans available to all theatre groups in (a) the north east and (b) 
Scotland, and, if so, what the eligibility criteria are. 
 

S5W-30291  
 
Fiona Hyslop: I announced on 3 July that the Scottish Government is 
establishing the Performing Arts Venues Relief fund – a £10 million fund to 
support Scotland’s performing arts venues to be administered by Creative 
Scotland so that organisations across Scotland are able to access this much-
needed money as quickly as possible. On 5th of July, the UK Government 
announced a £1.57 billion support package, with £97 million for Scotland 
which the First Minister has confirmed will be used for the arts, culture and 
heritage. 
 
We welcome this announcement and we are pleased that the UK Government 
has listened to our calls for significant funding for the arts, culture and 
heritage sectors and is using its borrowing powers, which we don’t have, to 
deliver this level of support. The Scottish Government is currently establishing 
the best means and the criteria to provide additional support to those in the 
arts, culture and heritage sectors who have been so badly affected by Covid-
19. 
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Edward Mountain (Highland and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether (a) Scottish 
Enterprise, (b) Highlands and Islands Enterprise and (c) South of Scotland 
Enterprise outsourced the scoring of applications to the (i) Creative, Tourism 
and Hospitality Enterprise Hardship Fund and the (ii) Pivotal Enterprise 
Resilience Fund; what the total cost of outsourcing was by each agency, and 
which companies were chosen to complete the outsourcing work, also broken 
down by the awarding agency. 
 

S5W-30418  
 
Fiona Hyslop: Through the Pivotal Enterprise Resilience Fund, we are 
providing support to pivotal SMEs which is unavailable elsewhere in the UK. 
Due to significant demand, we doubled the Fund to £90m and have since 
further increased it to £120m. Similarly we have increased our Creative, 
Tourism and Hospitality Enterprises Hardship Fund by £10m to £30m. 
 
Scottish Enterprise, Highlands and Islands Enterprise and South of Scotland 
Enterprise were asked to develop and implement a full, systematic and 
shared approach to enable the appraisal of a high volume of applications for 
these funds. Given the immediacy of the situation, they secured external 
support to build at pace a technical platform for the two new funds and to 
support part of the appraisal process. 
 
All decisions on awards were made by the agencies themselves, with expert 
advice from delivery partners VisitScotland and Creative Scotland. WeareUMi 
is the delivery partner for the agencies and the final cost of the contract is still 
to be confirmed as work relating to the funds is ongoing. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what non-financial support is being provided to businesses by Scottish 
Enterprise and its contractors during the COVID-19 crisis. 
 

S5W-30377  
 
Fiona Hyslop: As an immediate response to the Covid-19 pandemic, Scottish 
Enterprise has mobilised to undertake a variety of activities to provide non-
financial support to businesses during this difficult time. These activities have 
included co-ordinating activity to support the pan-Scotland Find Business 
Support website and operating the helpline, which has received over 1.3 
million page views and over 11,500 calls respectively, as well as launching a 
new peer-to-peer network as a platform for business-to-business collaboration 
on innovative solutions, including planning for recovery, running a joint Getting 
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Back to Work Safely campaign with partners and delivering webinars offering 
practical advice on how to re-start and scale up production while protecting 
the workforce. 
 
These, and the many other activities offered, are operational matters for 
Scottish Enterprise as non-financial support is often tailored to the specific 
needs of the businesses. I have therefore passed your query to Steve Dunlop, 
Chief Executive of Scottish Enterprise, who will respond direct. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it considers WeareUmi to be a Scottish company, and what analysis 
(a) it and (b) each of its agencies has carried out on the company’s 
performance and effectiveness in providing business support services, 
including during the COVID-19 crisis. 
 

S5W-30375  
 
Fiona Hyslop: WeareUMi, an employee-owned business has a substantial 
presence in Scotland and were an existing supplier of public sector services 
via the Crown Commercial Services framework, a contract it won via open 
competition. It has previously worked with both the UK and Scottish 
Governments, most recently supporting the delivery of the Scottish Growth 
Scheme. 
 
Throughout the life of the scheme, agencies have worked closely and actively 
with Umi to monitor and improve the user experience and address the issues 
experienced. As is normal with a project such as this, a review of the design 
and operation of the funds will be undertaken upon completion of the project 
to ensure that any lessons can be learned from the process. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how much (a) it and (b) each of its agencies has paid to the company, Weare 
Umi, for the provision of business support services during the COVID-19 
crisis. 
 

S5W-30371  
 
Fiona Hyslop: Our approach to supporting businesses is tailored to 
Scotland’s economic needs and we have developed a package of measures 
that reflects that Scotland’s economy is different to the rest of the UK and 
consequentially providing support which is unavailable elsewhere in the UK. 
The Scottish Government continue to support Scotland’s businesses by 
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passing on every penny we receive from the UK Government for this purpose, 
and more, directly to businesses. 
 
The Scottish Government has not paid WeareUMi for business support 
services but the final cost of the Enterprise Agencies’ contract with them is still 
to be confirmed as work relating to the funds is ongoing. These costs will be 
met from existing agency resources with all grant funding announced by the 
Scottish Government going directly to businesses and organisations that need 
it. It should be noted that the amount invested in the funds is now more than 
double originally anticipated with no additional outsourcing costs. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many (a) letters and 
(b) emails it received from businesses in relation to COVID-19 between 20 
March and 30 June 2020, and how many of those have been responded to in 
full and substantively, not including holding replies. 
 

S5W-30343  
 
Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government has received unprecedented levels 
of correspondence since March 2020 which led to a decentralised approach 
to the preparation of replies and associated data capture. The best available 
data available from these different systems confirm that the Scottish 
Government received 10,351 letters and e-mails from business in relation to 
COVID-19 between 20 March and 30 June 2020. All received a substantive 
reply. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many (a) letters and 
(b) emails the Cabinet Secretary for Economy, Culture and Fair Work 
received from businesses in relation to COVID-19 between 20 March and 30 
June 2020, and how many of those have been responded to in full and 
substantively, not including holding replies. 
 

S5W-30342  
 
Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government has received unprecedented levels 
of correspondence since March 2020 which led to a decentralised approach 
to the preparation of replies and associated data capture. The best available 
data available from these different systems confirm that I received 933 letters 
and e-mails in relation to COVID-19 between 20 March and 30 June 2020. All 
received a substantive reply. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 

 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its position is on the National Clinical Director's comment on 16 March 
2020 that, for "public health reasons", it was fine that people, including his 
wife, had recently been to a music concert. 
 

S5W-28709  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-28708 on 
16 July 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its position is on the National Clinical Director's comment, reported on 13 
March 2020, that he was "comfortable" with a Celtic v Rangers football match 
going ahead. 
 

S5W-28708  
 
Jeane Freeman: Professor Leitch is the National Clinical Director for the 
Scottish Government. Advice provided publicly by Professor Leitch has been 
in this capacity. 
 
Guidance and advice has evolved over the course of recent months to reflect 
both changing circumstances within Scotland, and ongoing scientific 
developments, in relation to Covid-19. 
 
Scotland entered its current lockdown phase on 23 March 2020. 
 
The most up to date information from the Scottish Government on a range of 
subjects associated with Covid-19, including PPE and testing, can be found at 
www.gov.scot/Coronavirus-covid-19/ 
  
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide transport to test centres for social care staff with 
suspected COVID-19, in line with what is offered to healthcare workers. 
 

S5W-28674  
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.gov.scot/Coronavirus-covid-19/
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Jeane Freeman: Social care staff who are symptomatic can request home 
testing kits to be sent through the post. All Boards do have in place 
arrangements for safe transport of persons who have (or are suspected of 
having) Covid-19. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many hospital admissions from care homes there have 
been since 30 December 2019, broken down by each week. 
 

S5W-29384  
 
Jeane Freeman: The information is not held centrally. Data on the number of 
people admitted to hospitals from care homes is not recorded systematically 
in the data submissions from NHS Boards to Public Health Scotland (PHS). 
PHS have analysed and linked a suite of their management information data 
sources in order to identify people admitted to hospitals from care homes. 
This analysis was unable to produce reliable answers. 
 
PHS will now work with NHS National Services Scotland, local Health and 
Social Care authorities (NHS Boards and IJBs) and the Care Inspectorate to 
improve national information so that these types of questions; as well as ones 
in relation to patients discharged from hospital to care homes; can be 
answered in future. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its position is on the National Clinical Director's comments, reported on 
16 March 2020, that "schools don’t help us much with the spread of the virus. 
It seems counter-intuitive I know”, and that it might be appealing to close 
schools and colleges and "shut the border, hunker down…and reopen in two 
weeks’ time" but that "doesn’t work" and "the science suggests the virus will 
be there. So when you reopen, the vulnerable will be hit again and your spike 
will just be later." 
 

S5W-28711  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-28708 on 
16 July 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its position is on the National Clinical Director's comments, reported on 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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16 March 2020, that "we will almost certainly, as a four-country UK, we will 
move to a position in the next few weeks where we will ask those groups (the 
over-70s and those with pre-existing conditions) to not stay at home in the 
social isolation way that we are telling the symptomatic to do so, but to reduce 
their social contact", and that "it might be mosques, it might be churches, it 
might be bingo… and pubs. What we are not suggesting, unlike those with 
symptoms, is that those people would cut off family contact and not be able to 
receive visitors. In fact, quite the opposite, we expect family contact to 
increase in that group so that those people will be looked after. The last thing 
that we want is four months of loneliness." 
 

S5W-28710  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-28708 on 
16 July 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will review the policy of only allowing family 
members from the same household to carry out an end of life visit in situations 
where there is adequate PPE to protect all close relatives regardless of 
whether they live together. 
 

S5W-29118  
 
Jeane Freeman: Visiting guidance in health and social care settings 
recognises that visits to those nearing the end of life are deemed essential 
and as such we would expect those working in clinical settings to 
accommodate such visits where it is safe to do so. It is important to note that 
the guidance relating to visiting patients in end of life situations, both in 
hospitals and care homes does not restrict visits to family members from the 
same household. This provision has been in place since restricted visiting was 
introduced. 
 
However, in light of the continued progress being made in suppressing the 
virus, we have recently relaxed the visiting restrictions previously in place 
across hospitals and care homes. New visiting guidance was released for 
care homes and hospitals on the 28th and 30th June respectively, which will 
allow visits in these care settings to resume safely and in a series of phases. 
 
For convenience this guidance can be found here under the Health, Care and 
Social Work section. 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
https://www.gov.scot/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance/
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Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many patients were transferred between 
hospitals in Scotland in (a) March and (b) April 2020 and, of these, how many 
were tested for COVID-19 before transfer. 
 

S5W-29375  
 
Jeane Freeman: The data is not centrally available.  
Public Health Scotland have pre-announced that Acute Hospital Activity and 
SMR01 data to end March 2020, is scheduled for publication in September 
2020 and that data for April to June 2020 is scheduled for publication in 
November 2020. 
https://beta.isdscotland.org/forthcoming-publications/ 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what impact the easing of the COVID-19 
lockdown restrictions will have on care homes, and what guidance it has 
issued. 
 

S5W-29632  
 
Jeane Freeman: The phased resumption of visiting and communal activity in 
care homes was referred to in ‘Scotland’s route map through and out of the 
crisis’. On the 25th June, the Scottish Government published the Coronavirus 
(COVID-19): adult care home visiting guidance. This guidance sets out a new 
4 stage pathway on how care home visiting restrictions are to be gradually 
lifted. 
 
Effective on the 3rd July, care homes which have been COVID free for 28 
days will, subject to the agreement of the local Health Protection and Care 
Home Clinical and Care Professional Oversight teams, be able to move to 
stage 2 of the pathway which allows for outdoor visits to care home residents 
by a designated visitor of their choice. 
 
Stages 3 will subsequently allow indoor visits by the designated visitor and 
greater freedom for outdoor visits and communal activity, whilst stage 4 will 
see the introduction of indoor visits by visitors Progression along the pathway 
to stages 3 and 4 will be dependent on whether the scientific evidence 
indicates that is it safe to do so. 
 
The phased resumption of visiting and communal activity in care homes was 
referred to in ‘Scotland’s route map through and out of the crisis’.On the 25th 
June, the Scottish Government published the Coronavirus (COVID-19): adult 

https://beta.isdscotland.org/forthcoming-publications/
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care home visiting guidance. This guidance sets out a new 4 stage pathway 
on how care home visiting restrictions are to be gradually lifted. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many patients who were discharged from hospital 
in each month of 2020 were transferred into care homes that had either an (a) 
unsatisfactory or (b) weak grading from the Care Inspectorate. 
 

S5W-29758  
 
Jeane Freeman: Information on the specific care home patients are 
discharged to is not held centrally. I refer the member to the answer to 
question S5W-29530 on 17 June 2020 for further information on the number 
of delayed patients discharged to care homes. All answers to written 
parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament's website, the search 
facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what information it has on links between 
COVID-19 and deep vein thrombosis (DVT), and what research it is 
undertaking or planning to undertake into any such links. 
 

S5W-29960  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Covid-19 Clinical Guidance Cell, which was established 
by the Chief Medical Officer to rapidly develop and revise guidance on clinical 
management of COVID-19 for the NHS, has produced guidance on 
prevention of venous thromboembolism in hospitalised patients with COVID-
19-related disease. 
 
This guidance has been developed in partnership with Health Improvement 
Scotland and SIGN, based on review of available evidence. It is currently at 
the peer review stage and is going to be published on the SIGN website soon. 
 
As part of the response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Chief Scientist Office 
(CSO) launched the Rapid Research in COVID-19 programme on March 25th 
2020. Following independent expert review, the list of funded applications was 
published on April 28th 2020. No applications specifically addressing links 
between COVID-19 and DVT were received. A number of projects were 
funded on COVID-19 related inflammation, hypertension and cardiovascular 
injury with potential pathophysiological relevance to DVT. Links to the lay 
summaries of these studies on the CSO website are provided below. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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https://www.cso.scot.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/COVEDI2010.pdf 
https://www.cso.scot.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/COVGLA2004.pdf 
https://www.cso.scot.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/COVGLA2005.pdf 
 
The full list of funded projects is available from the CSO website 
https://www.cso.scot.nhs.uk/rapid-research-in-covid-19-programme/ 
 
 
David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-29100 by Jeane 
Freeman on 4 June 2020, when the findings from the work being undertaken 
to examine the effectiveness of air scrubbers and negative ion ionisers in 
tackling COVID-19 will be published. 
 

S5W-30045  
 
Jeane Freeman: A UK-wide expert group is considering the ventilation and 
cleaning requirements for the resumption of activity in theatres and 
endoscopy suites in the context of Covid-19. The group has included air 
scrubbers on a list of technologies that may prove useful in some 
circumstances. There is currently no agreed timescale for this group to 
evaluate air scrubbers – technologies will be evaluated in priority order and 
the timescale for air scrubbers is still to be confirmed. Currently there are no 
plans to examine the effectiveness of negative ion ionisers. 
 
 
Edward Mountain (Highland and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what action NHS Highland 
is taking to ensure that it has sufficient plans and resources in place to protect 
its cancer treatment capacity in the event of a second wave of COVID-19 
cases. 
 

S5W-30051  
 
Jeane Freeman: Officials have worked with all of the Health Boards including 
NHS Highland to formulate Local Mobilisation Plans in which Cancer has 
remained the number one clinical priority, alongside ensuring capacity for any 
increase in Covid-19 cases. 
 
Boards will be asked to keep their remobilisation plans under constant review 
to ensure there is enough COVID surge capacity in place. This work will be 
cognisant of national guidance and policy frameworks, including those relating 
to infection prevention and control, testing and PPE. 
 

https://www.cso.scot.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/COVEDI2010.pdf
https://www.cso.scot.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/COVGLA2004.pdf
https://www.cso.scot.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/COVGLA2005.pdf
https://www.cso.scot.nhs.uk/rapid-research-in-covid-19-programme/
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To support this an additional £645,000 has been made available to NHS 
Highland for 2020-21 to support Access to Cancer Services. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will provide an update on the progress it has made in 
securing antibody tests for COVID-19. 
 

S5W-30074  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government continues to participate in the four 
nations approach to the procurement of tests and, subject to clinical 
recommendations and the availability/approval of an effective antibody test, 
can draw-down an allocation of the UK procured COVID-19 antibody tests for 
use in Scotland. 
 
 
Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the guidelines are for visiting terminally-ill care home 
residents during the COVID-19 outbreak, and whether they have any flexibility 
to allow families to visit patients who are undergoing extended end of life care. 
 

S5W-30079  
 
Jeane Freeman: The National Clinical and Practice Guidance for Adult Care 
Homes in Scotland during the COVID-19 pandemic was first published on 13 
March and recently updated on the 15th May. 
 
This guidance states that only essential visits should be permitted. Essential 
visits include visits by loved ones to care home residents receiving end of life 
care. The guidance sets out how visits to these residents should be supported 
by care homes and recommends that a risk assessment should be 
undertaken by the care home. However, it is expected that care homes will 
balance any possible risks associated with the visit with the need to show 
compassion. The guidance also provides advice on how care homes may 
mitigate the risks of any such essential visits. 
 
On the 25th June the Scottish Government announced a new four stage 
pathway for the easing of restrictions on visiting in care homes. The 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): adult care home visiting guidance, which was 
published on 25 June, notes that from the 3rd of July, care homes that have 
been free of COVID-19 infections for at least 28 will be in a position, subject to 
the agreement of the local Health Protection and Care Home Clinical and 
Care Professional Oversight teams, to allow outdoor visits by a designated 
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visitor to care home residents. This is in addition to essential visits including 
those for end of life. 
 
Any further progression along the pathway will be dependent on when the 
scientific evidence indicates that is it safe to do so. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to develop specialist 
respiratory nursing teams. 
 

S5W-30090  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government is committed to ensuring that 
those living with respiratory conditions can access clinically appropriate, safe 
and effective person-centred healthcare treatment and support. 
 
The draft Respiratory Care Action Plan for Scotland contains a set of 
commitments to drive improvement in the prevention, diagnosis and treatment 
of asthma, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, sleep apnoea, 
bronchiectasis, and idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis. 
 
As we continue to develop our understanding of the impact that Covid-19 has 
had on the health of the people of Scotland, including those that have 
developed long-term respiratory problems as a result of contracting Covid-19, 
the final Respiratory Care Action Plan will play a key role in responding to the 
implications and consequences for many aspects of respiratory care going 
forward. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what the current CT scanning capacity is, and 
what impact the COVID-19 pandemic has had on this. 
 

S5W-30089  
 
Jeane Freeman: It is not possible to definitively quantify the current CT 
scanning capacity as it is not a fixed number but is dependent on the daily 
availability of equipment and staff which has been affected by the current 
COVID-19 pandemic. However, diagnostic services have been running at 
reduced capacity levels, as Health Boards take account of Covid-19 related 
physical distancing and additional health and hygiene measures for staff and 
patients as they provide these services. 
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During the pandemic, Diagnostic Imaging services have continued to be 
provided for urgent referrals, and all those who have an urgent suspicion of 
cancer. 
 
To support the recovery of diagnostic services additional mobile CT and MRI 
capacity has been secured to support the existing services which are 
operating at reduced levels due to the requirements of PPE and physical 
distancing. This capacity will be available for six months and will provide an 
additional 15,000 CT and 11,000 MRI scans. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will review the COVID-19 shielding 
guidance every three weeks. 
 

S5W-30091  
 
Jeane Freeman: We will continually review the advice for people shielding, 
and we will make further changes, if, and when, it is safe to do so. We will 
provide further advice on how long people will be advised to shield before the 
end of July, as set out in the document, “Shielding: a way forward for 
Scotland”, published on 8 June 2020. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it plans to make use of digital consultation methods in 
secondary care as the NHS is remobilised. 
 

S5W-30304  
 
Jeane Freeman: Digital consultations have played an important role in 
allowing people to continue to access appointments during Covid-19 with 
nearly 17,000 consultations being held each week across Health and Care 
services. Feedback on using our Near Me video consulting service remains 
extremely high and in mobilisation plans we have now asked for Health 
Boards to maintain and build upon this. We would expect a video consultation 
to take place whenever it is clinically appropriate to do so. 
 
To support its wider uptake and awareness of the service, we are currently in 
the middle of a public engagement exercise to ensure that we gather 
feedback on areas where the service is particularly beneficial or where it may 
not be appropriate for such a consultation and we will use this feedback to 
adjust our approach to scale up once we have collated the information. The 
survey can be found here - https://www.nearme.scot/views. 
 

https://www.nearme.scot/views
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Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how much has been spent on private contractors supporting the 
delivery of Test and Protect, broken down by (a) company and (b) services 
provided. 
 

S5W-30296 

Jeane Freeman: Test and Protect programme is run by NHS Scotland using 
NHS staff and resources. Spend on private contractors by Scottish 
Government to support delivery of the programme is to date limited to support 
for marketing campaigns, contact centre telephony, data analytics and 
modelling, and systems development. Detail of spend to date is set out in the 
following table. A minimum threshold of £10,000 has been applied. Spend on 
governance support has been excluded as it does not relate to programme 
delivery. Further expenditure on private contractors may have been incurred 
by NHS territorial health boards. This information is not held centrally. 
 

Company Services Provided Value £ 

Cap Gemini Consultancy – analytics and modelling, systems 
development 

504,000 

8x8 Cloud contact centre telephony 399,000 

Storm ID Negative Results Notification System 128,000 

Gartner Development of Data and Intelligence Network 95,000 

Leith Marketing & Information Campaign 155,000 

APS Door Drop Campaign 498,000 

Republic of 
Media 

Marketing & Information Campaign 490,000 

Smarts Marketing & Information Campaign 19,000 

 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what mental health support is being provided to the NHS 
workforce as normal services are remobilised. 
 

S5W-30289  
 
Clare Haughey: Staff and carer wellbeing was highlighted as one of eight key 
objectives for safe and effective mobilisation across health and social care in 
“Re-mobilise, Recover, Re-design: the framework for NHS Scotland”, which 
was published on 31 May 2020. 
 
The Scottish Government is working closely with partners across the health 
and social care sector, including NHS Boards, Health and Social Care 
Partnerships and local employers, to ensure a range of psychological and 
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wellbeing support is in place for the workforce as normal services are 
remobilised. 
 
A range of support is available at the national level, including through the 
National Wellbeing Hub (www.promis.scot), which continues to be widely 
used by the workforce. We are exploring with partners how best to respond to 
those who may need more specialist support and care over the coming 
months. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government, in light of the British Neuroscience Association’s recent 
survey into the challenges facing researchers as a result of COVID-19, what 
efforts it is making to mitigate the impact of the pandemic on the neuroscience 
research sector. 
 

S5W-30284  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government has established strategic and 
operational groups focussed on enabling health research studies which were 
paused due to Covid-19 to reopen as quickly and safely as possible. In 
respect to funding of research staff in NHS Scotland, as well as providing 
additional service support and generic infrastructure funding to meet the 
pressure of Covid-19 the Scottish Government is allocating the normal level of 
funding to support research infrastructure. In addition the Scottish 
Government has moved to support researchers funded by Chief Scientist 
Office (CSO) grants and fellowships paused due to Covid-19 by putting in 
place a system of funded and no-cost extensions and by publishing this 
advice on the CSO website 
https://www.cso.scot.nhs.uk/grantupdate/ 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government what level of sick pay is provided in the event of 
sickness absence to care home staff in the (a) private, (b) voluntary and (c) 
public sector. 
 

S5W-30283  
 
Jeane Freeman: Scottish Government does not hold this data. Social care 
workers are employed by local authorities, third and independent sector 
providers or by the people they support directly. We are aware that, while 
some employers offer employment contracts closer to the Scottish 
Government’s fair work principles, some employers do not have occupational 
sick pay policies. In recognition of these current exceptional circumstances 

https://www.cso.scot.nhs.uk/grantupdate/
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and in order to ensure that social care workers do not suffer financial 
hardship, the Scottish Government introduced the Social Care Staff Support 
Fund on 25 June. The Fund will ensure that social care workers will receive 
their expected income when ill or self-isolating due to coronavirus and is 
backdated to 23 March 2020. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government what the rates of (a) vacancies and (b) sickness 
absence for care home staff have been in each of the last six months in the (i) 
private, (ii) voluntary and (iii) public sector. 
 

S5W-30281  
 
Jeane Freeman: (a) The Scottish Government does not hold this level of 
information. The Care Inspectorate and Scottish Social Services Council 
jointly publish an annual report on staff vacancies in registered care services 
which uses information provided by services in their annual return to the Care 
Inspectorate: 
 
https://www.careinspectorate.com/images/documents/5532/Staff%20vacancie
s%20in%20care%20services%202018.pdf 
 
(b) The Scottish Government does not hold this level of information. Since 21 
April 2020, the Scottish Government has published data weekly on Covid-19 
related staff absence rates in adult care homes. This data is provided by the 
Care Inspectorate: 
 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-trends-in-daily-data/ 
 
The Care Inspectorate does not routinely collect data on staff absence rates 
from registered services. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether any of its pandemic management exercises 
tested the pandemic preparedness of care homes, and, if so, whether it will 
(a) list all the aspects that were tested as part of each exercise and (b) publish 
the assessment reports and recommendations from each. 
 

S5W-30280  
 
Jeane Freeman: In 2015, the Scottish Government and other keys partners 
participated in Exercise Silver Swan. The aim of the exercise was to assess 
the preparedness and response of Scotland’s local and national 

https://www.careinspectorate.com/images/documents/5532/Staff%20vacancies%20in%20care%20services%202018.pdf
https://www.careinspectorate.com/images/documents/5532/Staff%20vacancies%20in%20care%20services%202018.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-trends-in-daily-data/
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arrangements for an influenza pandemic over a prolonged period. Health and 
social care were considered as part of this exercise. 
 
The overall exercise report is available on the Scottish Government’s website: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202000026935/. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it has received any thematic reports from the 
Care Inspectorate dealing with pandemic preparedness in care homes, and if 
so, whether it will publish such reports. 
 

S5W-30279  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Care Inspectorate has not undertaken thematic 
inspections dealing with pandemic preparedness in care homes. However, to 
support inspections being undertaken during this pandemic, the Care 
Inspectorate recently introduced a new key question to its quality frameworks 
for care homes for older people and care homes for adults. This asks “How 
good is our care and support during the Covid-19 pandemic?” To answer this 
question the Care Inspectorate considers quality indicators relating to 
supporting and safeguarding residents’ health and wellbeing, infection control 
practices and staffing. Evaluations against the key question and quality 
indicators are published in the Care Inspectorate’s fortnightly report to the 
Scottish Parliament. All inspection reports are published on the Care 
Inspectorate’s website. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether assessing the pandemic preparedness of care 
homes is part of the Care Inspectorate’s remit, and, if so, how many care 
homes it has inspected for pandemic preparedness in each of the last five 
years. 
 

S5W-30278  
 
Jeane Freeman: Assessing a care home’s pandemic preparedness is not 
part of the Care Inspectorate’s remit. However, the Care Inspectorate assess 
the ability of a care home service to provide high quality care and support to 
residents. The Care Inspectorate recently introduced a new key question to its 
quality frameworks for care homes for older people and care homes for 
adults. This asks “How good is our care and support during the Covid-19 
pandemic?” Evaluations against this question are published in the Care 
Inspectorate’s fortnightly report to the Scottish Parliament. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202000026935/
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Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many pandemic management exercises have been 
run in Scotland relating to (a) influenza, (b) coronaviruses and (c) other 
diseases, and whether it has published the reports and recommendations 
from each of these. 
 

S5W-30277  
 
Jeane Freeman: Since the H1N1 pandemic in 2009-10, Exercise Silver Swan 
was organised by the Scottish Government in 2015 and related to an 
influenza pandemic. The exercise report and recommendations are available 
on the Scottish Government website https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-
202000026935/. Other exercises, which have involved consideration of a 
coronavirus or other diseases have not related to a pandemic event. There is 
no central record of local exercises. 
 
 
Brian Whittle (South Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist): To 
ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has made in the frequency 
of stethoscope usage during GP visits for people over 65, and what steps it is 
taking to resume the detection of structural heart diseases among this group 
in primary care settings. 
 

S5W-30274  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government does not hold information on the 
frequency of stethoscope usage during GP visits for people over 65. 
 
We fully expect patients to be treated in line with their clinical priority. In these 
unprecedented times, NHS Boards are expected to schedule appointments or 
advise of alternative arrangements as soon as clinically appropriate, which 
includes arranging telephone or Near Me video consultations in primary care 
and hospital settings. The NHS continues to provide emergency and urgent 
care for all patients. 
 
Anyone who feels that their condition is deteriorating and they need to be 
seen sooner than their scheduled appointment should contact their GP or 
clinician who will be able to provide further advice, or the NHS 24 111 service 
out of hours. 
 
On 1 April, the Scottish Government published Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
tailored advice for those people living with chronic heart disease: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-tailored-advice-for-
those-who-live-with-specific-medical-conditions/. 
This information is updated regularly. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-tailored-advice-for-those-who-live-with-specific-medical-conditions/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-tailored-advice-for-those-who-live-with-specific-medical-conditions/
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For patients with chronic heart failure, more comprehensive information is 
available on the Scottish Heart Failure Hub website: 
www.heartfailurehubscotland.co.uk/covid-19/. 
 
 
Brian Whittle (South Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist): To 
ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has made of the prevalence 
of heart valve disease, and what action it is taking to provide access to 
treatment for older people with this condition to (a) support healthy ageing and 
(b) reduce their vulnerability to (i) COVID-19 and (ii) future epidemics and 
pandemics. 
 

S5W-30273  
 
Jeane Freeman: In 2019, The National Health Services Scotland (NHSS) 
National Planning Board commissioned a horizon scan for heart disease in 
Scotland. The purpose of the horizon scan was to develop a long term 
forward view (5-10 years) and advise on issues that require national planning 
for NHS Scotland. This included looking into the prevalence of valve disease 
with considerations of supporting healthy ageing and access to minimally 
invasive techniques. 
 
The horizon scan recommended a draft review initiation document be 
prepared to describe a proposed scope and remit for a Scottish Cardiac 
Intervention and Structural Cardiac Intervention review. This has been 
prepared and will be considered by the National Planning Executive Group in 
July and the full NHSS National Planning Board on 21st of August 2020. 
 
 
Brian Whittle (South Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist): To 
ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has made of the impact of 
heart valve disease as an underlying cause of a number of COVID-19-related 
(a) complications and (b) deaths. 
 

S5W-30272  
 
Jeane Freeman: Our analytical partners across the Scottish Government - 
National Records of Scotland, Public Health Scotland and the national health 
service - are working together to consider how we can better understand the 
impact of Covid-19 on people in Scotland with heart disease and other health 
conditions. 
 
Public Health Scotland Statistics on the impact of COVID-19 can be found at: 
https://scotland.shinyapps.io/phs-covid-wider-impact/. 

http://www.heartfailurehubscotland.co.uk/covid-19/
https://scotland.shinyapps.io/phs-covid-wider-impact/
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Public Health Scotland statistics on heart valve operations is available at: 
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/conditions-and-
diseases/heart-disease-and-blood-vessels/heart-disease-statistics/. 
 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government what plans it is making for the stockpiling of a COVID-19 
vaccine should one be developed, and how it will ensure that communities in 
island, remote and rural areas will have adequate supplies of the vaccine. 
 

S5W-30269  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-30268 on 
16 July 2020. Procurement and storage arrangements for any COVID-19 
vaccination will depend in part on which if any vaccine candidate(s) are 
identified as safe and effective. All answers to written parliamentary questions 
are available on the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be 
found at http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government what plans it is making for the distribution of a COVID-
19 vaccine should one be developed; what groups it has identified for priority 
distribution, and how it will ensure that people in island, remote and rural 
areas will have adequate access to the vaccine. 
 

S5W-30268  
 
Jeane Freeman: Access to a safe and effective COVID-19 vaccination is 
dependent on success in at least one of over 170 vaccine trials underway 
worldwide in terms of both development and manufacture. Vaccine availability 
in Scotland, and considerations about delivery and prioritisation, will depend 
in part on which vaccine candidates are successful. 
 
While there is no guarantee of success in any of the trials, it is prudent that we 
plan on the basis of a vaccine becoming available. In Scotland we already 
deliver nearly 2 million doses of vaccine routinely every year and we have a 
comprehensive vaccine delivery infrastructure in place which includes delivery 
in island, remote and rural areas. Under existing vaccination programme 
arrangements, all islands Health Boards have effective arrangements in place 
for ordering and receiving centrally procured vaccines from holding centres 
and can receive deliveries on a weekly basis. 
 

https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/conditions-and-diseases/heart-disease-and-blood-vessels/heart-disease-statistics/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/conditions-and-diseases/heart-disease-and-blood-vessels/heart-disease-statistics/
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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We are currently working on a plan to upscale these existing arrangements in 
order to deliver a COVID-19 vaccine in the event that a safe and effective 
vaccine does become available, and this will include careful consideration of 
the particular needs of Scotland’s island, remote and rural communities. 
 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what discussions it had with NHS Lothian regarding testing for 
COVID-19 between 1 November 2019 and 29 February 2020. 
 

S5W-30212  
 
Jeane Freeman: Ministers and Scottish Government officials hold regular 
discussions with Health Boards, including NHS Lothian, on matters of 
importance including on their planning and preparations relating to the 
response to COVID-19. 
 
Discussions with NHS Boards, including NHS Lothian, on testing for COVID-
19 started as the situation became apparent internationally. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what the daily COVID-19 testing capacity is at 
each (a) NHS laboratory and (b) Lighthouse Labs site. 
 

S5W-30201  
 
Jeane Freeman: Capacity fluctuates on a daily basis. We now have active 
weekday NHS lab capacity of around 10,000 tests a day and UKG (Glasgow 
Lighthouse laboratory) capacity of around 20,000, currently providing overall 
normal weekday capacity of around 30,000. 
 
However, the Glasgow Lighthouse Laboratory may process tests taken from 
across the UK and other Lighthouse Labs may process Scottish tests. 
 
 
Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what it believes the scientific basis and efficacy to be of the "five-
mile" rule in its pandemic guidance, and for what reason it believes that five 
miles is more likely to restrict the spread of the virus than, for example, 20 
miles. 
 

S5W-30198  
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Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government removed the five mile restriction 
on Friday 3 July 2020. The five mile restriction was imposed to ensure that 
everyone stayed within their local area. This allowed us to contain 
transmission and suppress the virus. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action it is taking to ensure that care staff in all settings 
have the same priority as NHS staff in relation to accessing antibody tests. 
 

S5W-30172  
 
Jeane Freeman: There is currently insufficient clinical evidence to conclude 
that people who have recovered from COVID-19 are protected from either a 
second infection or from infecting others. 
 
Until such evidence exists the main public health benefits are for research 
purposes or in the clinical management of patients. The World Health 
Organisation and SAGE have warned there are potentially negative impacts 
on public health if individuals assume immunity from a positive result and 
adapt their behaviour in a way which could increase the risk of continued 
transmission. 
 
On this basis, the CMO advised health boards on 23rd June 2020 not to offer 
on-demand antibody testing. This applies equally to care or NHS staff. 
 
Our approach is being kept under ongoing review. If clinical evidence around 
immunity changes we will swiftly roll out a national antibody testing 
programme in order to realise the potential health, social and economic 
benefits this would offer, and are preparing now for that prospect. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government when it anticipates a COVID-19 vaccine will be available to the 
general public, and what preparatory work it is doing in advance regarding (a) 
workforce planning, (b) prioritisation and eligibility and (c) places where 
people will be vaccinated. 
 

S5W-30170  
 
Jeane Freeman: A safe and effective COVID-19 vaccination is dependent on 
success in at least one of over 170 vaccine trials underway worldwide in 
terms of both development and manufacture. When a vaccination might be 
available, and considerations about delivery and prioritisation, will depend in 
part on which vaccine candidates are successful. 
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While there is no guarantee of success in any of the trials, it is prudent that we 
plan on the basis of a vaccine becoming available. In Scotland we already 
deliver nearly 2 million doses of vaccine routinely every year and we have a 
comprehensive vaccine delivery infrastructure in place. We are currently 
working to upscale this in order to deliver a COVID-19 vaccine in the event 
that a safe and effective vaccine does become available. 
 
Prioritisation and eligibility decisions will be founded on clinical evidence and 
advice. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what information it has on how busy COVID-19 
telephone contact tracers have been since the test and protect scheme 
launched; how many calls per week they are making, and what its response is 
to reports that some tracers have been making only a small number of calls 
per week and have had little or no other work to do. 
 

S5W-30167  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government does not hold this information. 
Public Health Scotland publishes weekly statistical information on the Test 
and Protect system every Wednesday. The most recent publication is 
available at: 
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-
health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government which employment agencies it is using to 
employ COVID-19 contact tracers, and what information it has on how much 
these agencies are charging it for these workers per hour compared with how 
much the workers themselves receive. 
 

S5W-30166  
 
Jeane Freeman: Contract tracers working as part of NHS Scotland’s Test 
and Protect service are employed by the NHS, either within local Health 
Boards or by NHS National Services Scotland, they are not employed by an 
agency or agencies. These workers are paid on NHS terms and conditions. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what information it has regarding the number of people with 

https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/
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cancer whose treatment has been cancelled or delayed because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and whose condition has since become inoperable. 
 

S5W-30162  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government does not hold this data however 
vital cancer services have remained throughout the COVID-19 pandemic 
where clinically agreed. We have been clear that throughout this pandemic, 
the NHS is there for those who need it most. 
 
To ensure patients are seen based on their clinical priority Health Boards 
clinical teams have weekly Multi-disciplinary team meetings where patients 
are reviewed based on clinical risks and individual treatment requirements. 
 
To support Health Boards in treating these urgent cancer patients capacity 
has also been identified within the Private Sector and the Golden Jubilee 
National Hospital providing a safe environment for both patients and staff. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many cancer-related surgeries have been (a) cancelled and 
(b) delayed because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-30161  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Data requested by the member is not held centrally by 
the Scottish Government. 
 
Whilst the majority of cancer treatments have continued throughout this 
pandemic, some patient’s treatment plans may have changed to minimise 
their individual risk. Those that require changes will always be done on a 
clinical basis and will be in discussion with the patient and clinical team. 
 
It has been made clear that vital cancer services should remain where 
clinically agreed during the Covid-19 pandemic, this includes the use of 
private hospitals to treat these NHS patients. By utilising the private sector 
capacity we are able to provide a COVID free environment for urgent cancer 
procedures. The Golden Jubilee is also supporting the treatment of urgent 
cancer patients. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what clinical guidance it has issued during the COVID-19 
pandemic for the monitoring of people on waiting lists to ensure that their 
condition does not deteriorate. 
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S5W-30158  

 
Jeane Freeman: Targeted clinical guidance has been issued to support 
decision making in a range of areas including clinical prioritisation. This 
includes: 
 
• Clinical and patient guidance disseminated to clinical and oncology 
teams on the 30 April which has been kept under constant review. 
• The Framework for Recovery of Cancer Surgery to assist NHS 
Scotland prioritise those most in need of cancer treatment. 
• Clinical guidance has been published on q(FIT) testing to specifically 
support decision making for those colorectal cancer symptoms. 
• Published Re-mobilise, Recover, Re-design: The Framework for NHS 
Scotland on 31st May to support clinical decision making as NHS Boards 
begin to restart paused services. This Framework sets out how NHS Boards 
will follow national and local clinical advice to safely and gradually prioritise 
the resumption of services while maintaining COVID-19 capacity, resilience 
and providing appropriate support for social care. 
 
Throughout the pandemic we have been clear that urgent, emergency, 
Maternity and Cancer services should continue to be available and that the 
NHS is open for those who require medical attention. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government which clinical trials have been paused due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 

S5W-30160  
 
Jeane Freeman: A list detailing the title of Clinical Trials which were paused 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic can be found at NHS Research Scotland’s 
website: 
http://www.nhsresearchscotland.org.uk/uploads/tinymce/NRS%20Non-
COVID-19%20Suspended%20Study%20Sites.pdf. 
 
This identifies the Clinical Trials and the NHS Scotland Health Boards 
involved. As will be seen from the link, a number of Clinical Trials have since 
been reopened or terminated (e.g. because the trial was close to ending in 
any case). It should be noted that the Scottish Government’s Chief Scientist 
Office has created strategic and operational groups to lead efforts to re-open 
all research in NHS Scotland as quickly and safely as possible. 
 
 

http://www.nhsresearchscotland.org.uk/uploads/tinymce/NRS%20Non-COVID-19%20Suspended%20Study%20Sites.pdf
http://www.nhsresearchscotland.org.uk/uploads/tinymce/NRS%20Non-COVID-19%20Suspended%20Study%20Sites.pdf
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Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action it has been taking during the COVID-19 pandemic to 
encourage people who are concerned that they might have cancer to seek 
medical advice. 
 

S5W-30157  
 
Jeane Freeman: We have been clear that throughout this pandemic, the NHS 
is there for those who need it. Our NHS is Open campaign was launched 24 
April and we have seen a steady increase in the number of people presenting 
to their GP practice with symptoms that could be suspicious of cancer – now 
86% pre COVID levels. 
 
Our Clinical Director for Scotland, Jason Leitch also made a statement urging 
patients who have an appointment to attend hospital for these as it will have 
been deemed clinically safe to do so. 
 
We are working hard to ensure vital and urgent care remains, including the 
use of private hospitals to treat these NHS patients. By utilising the private 
sector capacity we are able to provide a COVID free environment for urgent 
cancer procedures. The Golden Jubilee is also supporting the treatment of 
urgent cancer patients. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what analysis it has carried out of the possible long-term 
outcomes for people with cancer of delays and cancellations to their treatment 
because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-30156  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government convened the National COVID19 
Cancer Treatment Response Group (CTRG) on 18th March to form national 
clinical consensus in Scotland on changes to cancer treatment in response to 
the new risks associated with COVID-19 ensuring those most urgent cases 
were prioritised. 
 
The group has produced clinical advice on an ongoing basis and throughout 
the pandemic the majority of cancer treatments have continued. 
 
We have now established a National Cancer Recovery Group which has been 
established to offer national arbitration on overall clinical priorities. It will also 
oversee national data and modelling work in relation to cancer recovery and 
advise on patient and public communications. 
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Any cancer patient worried about symptoms should call their existing cancer 
treatment helpline or the national cancer treatment helpline. Individuals with 
serious or worrying signs or symptoms are encouraged to use the NHS as 
normal and contact their local GP practice. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it has used the skills of the medical research sector to 
respond to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-30155  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Covid-19 Clinical Guidance Cell has been established 
by the Chief Medical Officer to rapidly develop and revise guidance on clinical 
management of COVID-19 for the NHS. 
 
The purpose of the Clinical Guidance Cell is to rapidly prepare guidance for 
the health and care system in Scotland on the clinical management of COVID-
19. 
 
Membership is drawn from key organisations and professional communities 
across Scotland who have a direct interest. This includes the Scottish 
Academy of Medical Royal Colleges and Faculties and Health Protection 
Scotland. 
 
The Scottish Government is also advised by the COVID-19 Advisory Group, 
which was established to address the need for additional scientific analysis of 
the impact of COVID-19 in Scotland, based on regularly updated advice and 
modelling from the UK Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies (SAGE), 
and other emerging scientific evidence. 
 
The group is chaired by Professor Andrew Morris, Professor of Medicine at 
the University of Edinburgh, supported by vice chair, Professor David 
Crossman, Dean of Medicine at the University of St Andrews and Chief 
Scientist (Health) at the Scottish Government. Members are public health 
experts, clinicians and academics spanning the disciplines of epidemiology, 
virology, public health, behavioural sciences, global health, medicine and 
statistical modelling. Full details of the group’s membership are available on 
the Scottish Government’s website at https://www.gov.scot/groups/scottish-
government-covid-19-advisory-group/ 
 
As part of the Scottish Government response to the COVID-19 pandemic, on 
25th March 2020 the Chief Scientist Office (CSO) launched a call for rapid 
research in COVID-19. The call attracted 139 individual research project 
proposals. CSO convened an independent expert panel to review the 

https://www.gov.scot/groups/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group/
https://www.gov.scot/groups/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group/
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applications. This panel, which met virtually on 21 April 2020 to consider the 
applications, comprised 35 expert members from the medical and wider 
health and social care research sectors and 3 lay members and was co-
chaired by Professor Eleanor Davies from the Univeristy of Glasgow and 
Professor Shaun Treweek from the Univeristy of Aberdeen. 
 
The outcome of the review was that 56 research projects were funded, led by 
15 different research institutions from across Scotland. The work funded 
through this call involves researchers from the medical and wider health and 
social care research sector. This includes research to: 
 
• Better understand the effects of COVID-19 infection in order to inform 
treatment and management of disease 
• Develop and test new diagnostics and therapeutics 
• Investigate novel disease surveillance approaches 
• Inform interventions to prevent transmission of infection 
• Support the resilience and mental health of frontline health and social care 
workers 
• Understand the physical and mental health implications of social distancing 
and other restrictions and their impact on the general population and also a 
number of vulnerable groups 
 
Details of the funded projects are available from the CSO website 
https://www.cso.scot.nhs.uk/rapid-research-in-covid-19-programme/ 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what information it has regarding what impact the COVID-19 
pandemic has had on donations to (a) cancer and (b) other medical research, 
and what support it can make available to compensate for any shortfall. 
 

S5W-30153  
 
Jeane Freeman: On 11th June 2020 the Association of Medical Research 
Charities (AMRC) published on their website an article entitled COVID-19: 
The risk to AMRC charities. 
https://www.amrc.org.uk/covid-19-the-risk-to-amrc-charities. 
 
The published AMRC figures do not distinguish between cancer and other 
medical research charities. 
 
On 30th March Cancer Research UK released a press release that referred to 
an estimated 25 percent drop in fundraising income in FY 2020-21 
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/about-us/cancer-news/press-release/2020-
03-30-cancer-research-uk-estimates-25-per-cent-drop-in-fundraising-income-

https://www.cso.scot.nhs.uk/rapid-research-in-covid-19-programme/
https://www.amrc.org.uk/covid-19-the-risk-to-amrc-charities
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/about-us/cancer-news/press-release/2020-03-30-cancer-research-uk-estimates-25-per-cent-drop-in-fundraising-income-due-to-coronavirus?_ga=2.60513902.2117832912.1593763662-1469902633.1572445696
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/about-us/cancer-news/press-release/2020-03-30-cancer-research-uk-estimates-25-per-cent-drop-in-fundraising-income-due-to-coronavirus?_ga=2.60513902.2117832912.1593763662-1469902633.1572445696
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due-to-coronavirus?_ga=2.60513902.2117832912.1593763662-
1469902633.1572445696 
 
The impacts of COVID-19 on medical research are being considered by the 
UK Office for the Strategic Coordination of Health Research Board, which 
includes representation from the AMRC and the Scottish Government’s Chief 
Scientist Office through the Chief Scientist for Health as well as from the other 
UK Health Departments, and UK research councils. 
 
The UK Government has announced on 27 June that, from this autumn, UK 
universities will be able to access a series of UK Government grants and long-
term, low interest loans covering up to 80% of each institution’s income losses 
caused by a decline in international students, up to the value of non-publicly 
funded research activity in that university. In addition, around £280 million UK 
Government funding will be made available to universities and research 
organisations for costed extensions of UK Research and Innovation and 
National Academy research projects impacted by the pandemic. 
 
We welcome the recent announcement by the UK Government which builds 
on the Scottish Government’s commitment last month to provide an additional 
£75 million to ensure our universities can protect their world-leading research 
against the financial impact of COVID-19. However, we are concerned about 
the emphasis on loans in the UK Government’s stabilisation package, as not 
all universities will be in a position to take advantage of those. We will work 
with the UK Government not only to agree how this package will be 
implemented in Scotland, but also to address the long term sustainability of 
our sector to ensure it plays a key role in Scotland’s economic and social 
recovery. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many people with non-COVID-19-related conditions have 
taken part in clinical trials in each of the last 12 months. 
 

S5W-30152  
 
Jeane Freeman: Data on patients recruited from NHS Scotland in each of the 
last 12 months into non-COVID-19 Trials in Scotland are set out below.  
 
June 2019                    1,678 
July 2019                      1,839 
Aug 2019                      1,725 
Sept 2019                     1,358 
Oct 2019                       1,647 
Nov 2019                      1,431 

https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/about-us/cancer-news/press-release/2020-03-30-cancer-research-uk-estimates-25-per-cent-drop-in-fundraising-income-due-to-coronavirus?_ga=2.60513902.2117832912.1593763662-1469902633.1572445696
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/about-us/cancer-news/press-release/2020-03-30-cancer-research-uk-estimates-25-per-cent-drop-in-fundraising-income-due-to-coronavirus?_ga=2.60513902.2117832912.1593763662-1469902633.1572445696
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Dec 2019                         991 
Jan 2020                      1,500 
Feb 2020                      1,293 
Mar 2020                         789 
Apr 2020                            34 
May 2020                          19 
 
Notes 

 

1. The data does not take account of patients recruited into other types of research. 

2. The number of patients recruited in previous years and still involved in Clinical Trials is not 

captured by NHS Research Scotland. 

3. The data has been provided by research teams working in NHS Scotland and may not be 

complete. 

 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): 
To ask the Scottish Government when it will permit the partners of pregnant 
women to attend antenatal appointments during the easing of the COVID-19 
lockdown. 
 

S5W-30138  
 
Jeane Freeman: On the 30th of June 2020, I announced during the daily 
media briefing that visiting restrictions are being relaxed in hospitals from 13 
July, in line with Scotland’s Coronavirus Route Map. In addition we are also 
developing additional guidance for Maternity Services specific to visiting within 
the maternity and neonatal setting. 
 
This means that partners of pregnant women will be able to attend ante-natal, 
clinic, scan appointments and visit women on postnatal wards. 
 
The new guidance can be found here: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-hospital-visiting-
guidance/. 
 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what measures it is taking 
to ensure that risk assessments that have been instructed for BAME NHS 
staff are being undertaken and acted upon at all levels; how these risk 
assessments are being measured and reviewed, and, in light of the Black 
Lives Matter movement, what steps it is taking to ensure that BAME (a) staff's 
concerns are being listened to in the NHS and (b) staff can speak freely and 
without fear regarding any concerns. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-hospital-visiting-guidance/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-hospital-visiting-guidance/
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S5W-30125  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government is engaging with BAME Health 
and Social care staff through staff networks, to evaluate how risk 
assessments for minority ethnicity staff are implemented and perceived. This 
is critical to ensuring that our policies are developed alongside those that they 
affect and that compliance is fully measured to address health inequalities. 
 
We have convened an Expert Reference Group on COVID-19 and Ethnicity 
bringing together academics and other experts to advise on the Scottish 
Government response, to address disproportionate impacts from COVID-19 
on Minority Ethnic people. 
 
We have always been clear that all staff should have the confidence to raise 
concerns, no matter what that may be, and that these are treated seriously 
and investigated appropriately. We have placed dedicated Whistleblowing 
Champions in each health board, and implemented a national Whistleblowing 
Policy, and an independent alert and advice line, so that all concerns are fairly 
and appropriately investigated and to ensure that individuals do not suffer any 
repercussions. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): 
To ask the Scottish Government what guidance has been sent to local 
authorities regarding reopening the public conveniences that have been 
closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and how it will ensure that there is 
adequate public provision of these services as the country moves out of 
lockdown. 
 

S5W-30122  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government has released guidance on how 
public and customer toilets can open safely. This guidance has been sent 
directly to local authorities to assist in planning the safe reopening of public 
toilets. We are reviewing current policy on an on-going basis taken into 
account the latest scientific and medical evidence. You can view a copy of the 
guidance on the Scottish Government website here. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what impact the two-metre social distancing advice will have on 
(a) capacity within NHS services and (b) waiting times. 
 

S5W-30111  
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-public-and-customer-toilets-guidance/pages/overview/
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Jeane Freeman: Patient safety will be at the forefront of NHS Boards plans 
as they restart previously paused services, and a number of different steps to 
mitigate the impact that two-metre physical distance are being put in place. 
This includes extended working days including evenings and weekends to 
provide more clinics and see more patients. 
 
The Golden Jubilee providing national support to territorial Health Boards in 
specialties such as Ophthalmology and Orthopaedics, and continue to support 
with Cancer surgery. 
 
The Private Sector is supporting NHS Boards by providing a COVID free 
environment for urgent and Cancer surgery. This provides a safe environment 
for both staff and patients. 
 
In addition, in order to increase access to diagnostic testing, NHS Boards will 
be deploying six mobile MRI scanners and three CT scanners, across 
Scotland. This will enable Boards to ensure patients have appropriate access 
to diagnostic services while also ensuring physical distancing measures and 
PPE requirements are followed. 
 
We are also exploring options for further pathways for the NHS Louisa Jordan 
with the possibility that the facilities can be used to provide outpatient 
appointments and access to diagnostics testing. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what assessment it has made of the impact that (a) treatment 
delays and (b) longer waiting times due to COVID-19 will have on excess 
death rates. 
 

S5W-30110  
 
Jeane Freeman: Urgent and emergency care has been maintained 
throughout this pandemic to ensure those with life threatening conditions were 
and continue to be seen as a matter of priority. 
 
Through the Re-mobilise, Recover, Re-design: The Framework for NHS 
Scotland, Health Boards will follow national and local clinical advice to safely 
and gradually prioritise the resumption of some paused services whilst 
continuing to protect emergency, urgent, Cancer and maternity care. Health 
Boards will plan to resume services while maintaining COVID-19 capacity and 
resilience and providing appropriate support for social care, and also 
protecting the safety of all patients and staff. Health Boards are taking a 
careful and considered approach to this, balancing the treatment of COVID-19 
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patients with the all potential impacts of longer waiting times, including 
assessing the impact of this on excess death rates. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what PPE will be used in clinical settings where a two-metre 
social distance is not possible. 
 

S5W-30109 

Jeane Freeman: Our national expert body, Health Protection Scotland (HPS), 
jointly with the Department of Health and Social Care, Public Health Wales, 
Public Health Agency Northern Ireland, Public Health England (PHE) and 
NHS England published updated PPE guidance in relation to COVID-19 on 
Thursday 2 April (updated 12 June). The guidance is available here.  
 
The guidance outlines what type of PPE frontline health and social care 
workers should be wearing in different settings and scenarios, including where 
a two-metre social distance is not possible. The guidance contains tables 
which clearly explain the PPE required for different common clinical and care 
scenarios. The first table relates to acute hospitals and the second and third 
are for primary care, outpatient and community care, ambulance staff, 
paramedics, first responders and pharmacy. 
 
Given the recognised sustained community transmission of COVID-19, the 
guidance importantly includes detailed advice (table 4) around risk assessing 
use of PPE, including aprons, gowns, Fluid-Resistant Surgical Masks and eye 
protection, in a range of different clinical and care scenarios, including where 
a two-metre social distance is not possible. 
 
Additionally, on 23 June recommendations on the wider use of face masks by 
staff within residential healthcare settings, such as acute adult (including 
mental health) and community hospitals and care homes for the elderly where 
staff are unable to physically distance were announced. The guidance 
recommends that staff working in a clinical area of an acute adult or 
community hospital, or in an care home for the elderly should wear a face 
mask at all times throughout their shift. Additional advice was also announced 
on the requirement for visitors to wear face coverings when attending adult 
hospitals or care homes for the elderly. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what investigation has been undertaken into 
power of attorney being overruled by local authorities and NHS boards. 
 

https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/a-to-z-of-topics/covid-19/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/879107/T1_poster_Recommended_PPE_for_healthcare_workers_by_secondary_care_clinical_context.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/878750/T2_poster_Recommended_PPE_for_primary__outpatient__community_and_social_care_by_setting.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/879108/T3_poster_Recommended_PPE_for_ambulance_staff_paramedics_transport_pharmacy.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/879111/T4_poster_Recommended_PPE_additional_considerations_of_COVID-19.pdf
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S5W-30102  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government has no role in individuals’ power 
of attorney arrangements. 
 
Where an individual has concerns about handling of a power of attorney, 
these are dealt with via local authorities’ and NHS complaints procedures, and 
through the Scottish Public Services Ombudsman if necessary. 
 
Where a local authority or Health Board has concerns about the decision of 
an attorney with relevant powers, they can apply for directions from the Sheriff 
under section 3 of the Adults with Incapacity (Scotland) Act 2000. If concerns 
persist, the local authority can apply to the Sheriff to appoint the Chief Social 
Work Officer as welfare guardian to replace the attorney. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what efforts have been made to source transparent face 
coverings for use in health and social care settings to aid communication for 
patients and staff who are deaf or have hearing loss. 
 

S5W-30394  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government has been working with partners to 
explore options for transparent masks and face coverings. Currently, there are 
no commercially available transparent masks that are certified for use in 
clinical settings. However, £50,000 of funding from the Scottish Enterprise’s 
Pivotal Enterprise Resilience Fund (PERF) was recently awarded to an 
Edinburgh based company to expand its production of face coverings to 
include coverings with transparent panes, which enable lip-reading. This 
company is also being supported by the National Manufacturing Institute for 
Scotland (NMIS) to upgrade these face coverings to type IIR masks suitable 
for use in clinical settings. 
 
The Scottish Government is aware that when face coverings and face masks 
are worn there may be additional challenges for those who are deaf or have 
hearing loss, as well as others with different communication needs. Guidance 
is being continually updated as to when face masks and face coverings 
should be use in health and social care settings. The latest guidance on the 
extended use of face masks recommends that staff working in clinical areas of 
an adult acute, community hospital or care home for the elderly should wear a 
medical face mask at all times. However the guidance also stipulates that 
where necessary and when safe to do so, staff can lower or remove their 
mask to allow for lip-reading, but must maintain 2m physical distancing. 
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Where physical distancing is not possible, other communication methods 
should be used. 
 
 
Richard Leonard (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government which areas of medical speciality it has consulted to help inform 
its response to the COVID-19 outbreak, broken down by date. 
 

S5W-30347  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government actively engages a wide range of 
medical specialists to ensure that our response to the COVID-19 pandemic is 
clinically appropriate and based on the best available evidence. Discussions 
continue to taking place across Scottish Government on a frequent and 
regular basis. 
 
For example, the Scottish Government continues to hold regular meetings 
with a wide range of specialties that are represented on the following groups:  
• The Scottish Academy of Medical Royal Colleges; 
• The Clinical Guidance Cell; 
• The CMO Scientific Advisory Group; 
• The Scottish Government’s Professional Advisory Group; 
• Scottish Association of Medical Directors. 
 
A range of medical views have also been sought to help inform our 
remobilisation plans. We have received constructive contributions for various 
medical specialty stakeholders including: 
• BMA Scotland; 
• Scottish Academy of Medical Royal Colleges; 
• Scottish Association of Medical Directors; 
• Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health; 
• Emergency Medicine in Scotland. 
 
Further views and engagement from all specialties are welcomed. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what information it has regarding which care homes have been 
issued with faulty COVID-19 testing kits that are reportedly at risk from 
snapping during the test; how many such kits have been issued, and how 
many injuries have been reported as a result of the fault. 
 

S5W-30077  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Rural Economy and Tourism 

 
Edward Mountain (Highland and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what the remit is of the 
Scottish Tourism Recovery Task Force; who its members are; on what dates 
it will meet, and when it will publish its initial recommendations. 
 

S5W-30052  
 
Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Tourism Recovery Task Force was set up to 
have advise on and have strategic oversight of recovery plans in response to 
the Covid-19 impact on Scottish tourism and hospitality. The Taskforce will 
look to ensure that the tourism recovery plan is fully coordinated with wider 
Scottish Government and other relevant sectoral recovery plans, and with our 
tourism strategy Scotland Outlook 2030. I intend that the Taskforce will have a 
report ready to be published in early September. 
 
The group has had two plenary sessions, on 25th June and 10th July. Papers 
and minutes from those meetings, along with a list of the taskforce members, 
will be published on the Scottish Government website very shortly. 
 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government when it will publish guidance on the safe use of toilet 
facilities for accommodation providers ahead of a possible reopening of the 
tourism sector on 15 July 2020. 
 

S5W-30175  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government has released guidance on how 
public and customer toilets can open safely. This includes toilets in 
accommodation settings. We are reviewing current policy on an on-going 
basis taken into account the latest scientific and medical evidence. The latest 
guidance can be accessed here. 
  

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-public-and-customer-toilets-guidance/pages/overview/
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ORAL QUESTIONS ON 16 JULY 2020 
 
Ministerial Statements  
 
Answers to questions following on from the Ministerial Statements made to 
Parliament on 16 July can be found by clicking on the links below. 
 

• Labour Market Trends 

• Care Promise 

• Transport 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

http://parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12729&i=115101
http://parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12729&i=115102
http://parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12729&i=115103
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Government Initiated Questions lodged on 16 July 2020 

S5W-30744 Angus MacDonald: To ask the Scottish Government what 
support is available to businesses in the waste and resources sector that have 
been impacted by the COVID-19 crisis. 
S5W-30745 George Adam: To ask the Scottish Government how much has 
been paid out to public bodies through the £30 million Spaces for People 
fund. 
S5W-30763 Alex Neil: To ask the Scottish Government what progress it has 
made in establishing a National Complex Mesh Removal Surgery Service. 
 
Written questions lodged on 16 July 2020 

(Expected Answer Date: 13 August 2020) 
 
S5W-30731 Anas Sarwar: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-29956 by Jeane Freeman on 15 July 2020, whether 
it will answer the question that was asked in relation to whether it has allowed 
access to COVID-19-related health data, including patients' personal medical 
information, to any third party and, if so, (a) what data, (b) to whom and (c) for 
what reason. 
S5W-30732 Neil Bibby: To ask the Scottish Government what research has 
been carried out by or on behalf of it to explain regional variations of COVID-
19 death rates in Scotland. 
S5W-30733 Neil Bibby: To ask the Scottish Government whether research 
into regional variations of COVID-19 death rates has established for what 
reasons Inverclyde, West Dunbartonshire, East Dunbartonshire, Renfrewshire 
and East Renfrewshire have reported death rates above the national average 
and, if so, what the conclusions were. 
S5W-30736 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment 
it has made of the safety of allowing outdoor fitness activities for adults in 
groups, provided appropriate health and safety measures are in place. 
S5W-30737 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions 
it has had with outdoor fitness providers regarding (a) when they can restart 
all activities and (b) the guidance that will underpin such activities, and when it 
expects this guidance will be ready. 
S5W-30739 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what action it 
is taking to support people with diabetes who are at increased risk from 
COVID-19, and whether it is considering any additional protections on their 
returning to work, as well as on the return of other groups of people who are 
shielding. 
S5W-30741 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government when it 
anticipates cricket matches will be able to be played without any restrictions, 
in light of many cricketers reportedly stating that this can be done safely. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30744
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30745
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30763
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30731
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30732
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30733
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30736
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30737
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30739
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30741
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S5W-30742 Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
NHS staff working with cancer patients have been tested for COVID-19 since 
8 July 2020, broken down by NHS board. 
S5W-30743 Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government what 
percentage of required staff working with cancer patients were tested in the 
first week of COVID-19 testing, which commenced on 8 July 2020. 
S5W-30749 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
people who have a learning disability have been issued with a Do Not 
Resucitate (DNR) order since 1 March 2020, also broken down by NHS board 
area. 
S5W-30751 Rhoda Grant: To ask the Scottish Government what additional 
resources it has given to the Care Inspectorate, and when it will be able to 
restart inspections. 
S5W-30752 Rhoda Grant: To ask the Scottish Government whether it has 
established a national rapid reaction group for care homes; if so, who is on 
the group; who chairs it; who it reports to, and what decisions it has made to 
date. 
S5W-30753 Rhoda Grant: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking for a permanent provision to allow those who stop working in social 
care to register for free if they are willing to return in an emergency. 
S5W-30754 Rhoda Grant: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
make the arrangements to provide PPE to care homes and other care 
providers through National Services Scotland permanent. 
S5W-30755 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government when it 
expects trains to begin running to normal, pre-COVID-19, timetables. 
S5W-30756 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government for what 
reasons schools and other local authority venues are not permitted to open in 
the evenings or on weekends for youth work or youth sports clubs, in light of a 
return to school in August 2020. 
S5W-30757 Dean Lockhart: To ask the Scottish Government approximately 
what percentage of the budget allocated to (a) (i) Scottish, (ii) Highlands and 
Islands and (iii) South of Scotland Enterprise and (b) the Scottish National 
Investment Bank in the (A) current and (B) next financial year will be spent on 
assisting existing businesses survive the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 
 
 
  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30742
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30743
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30749
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30751
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30752
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30753
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30754
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30755
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30756
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30757


 
 

 

 

 

41 
 

 

Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to 
COVID-19, answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily 
written answer reports, which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by 
keyword, MSP asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by 
date and other filters, through the advanced search function on the 
Parliament’s website here. 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

