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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Monday 13 July 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 13 July can be found on page 16 of this 
document. 
 
There were no oral questions on 13 July. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 13 July) 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 
 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will provide a breakdown of how the £110 million of 
funding for food security since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic has 
been allocated. 
 

S5W-30353  
 
Aileen Campbell: In addition to our original £70m Food Fund announced in 
March, we have now committed to supporting local authorities with a further 
£27.6 million over the summer months and are providing a further £15m for 
an extension of the shielding programme. 
 
The Supporting Communities and Wellbeing Funds have further bolstered this 
support, investing £5.2m and £2.6m respectively in food related projects. 
 
These investments are in addition to our more than doubling of the Scottish 
Welfare Fund, which is placing money directly into the pockets of those who 
need it and continue to provide support for a range of needs including for 
those experiencing financial or physical barriers to food. 
 
 
Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will provide a breakdown of the financial sources of 
the £27.5 million of recently announced funding to provide food to children 
over the summer holidays. 
 

S5W-30352  
 
Aileen Campbell: In addition to our original £70m Food Fund, on 16th June 
The Scottish Government announced £27.6 million in funding to local 
authorities to support those at-risk over the summer months. 
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Importantly, £12.6m of this funding will enable the continuation of free school 
meals to the start of the new term in August. 
 
A further £15 million of this funding is being made available to ensure we 
continue supporting households who experience difficulty in accessing or 
affording food and other essentials during the coronavirus pandemic, 
including those isolating under Test and Protect. 
 
 
Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government for what reason hospitality 
venues will be permitted to open to the public in July 2020, but not places of 
worship. 
 

S5W-30266  
 
Aileen Campbell: We recognise how difficult it has been for Scotland’s faith 
communities to be unable to come together in places of worship at this 
challenging time. This was of course necessary due to the pandemic and I 
appreciate the understanding and patience our faith communities have shown 
in abiding by restrictions, which have been vital to ensure safety and stop the 
spread of the virus. 
 
Working with our faith leaders and guided in particular by evolving scientific 
and health advice on transmission risks, we are confident that appropriate 
mitigations can be put in place to bring forward the reopening of places of 
worship to 15 July. This was announced by the First Minister on 9 July. 
 
The Scottish Government has remained engaged with our faith communities 
and will continue to work closely with them as we develop guidance to support 
places of worship to re-open safely, with physical distancing and hygiene 
safeguards. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what funding has been allocated under the £20 
million COVID-19 resilience fund. 
 

S5W-30092  
 
Aileen Campbell: The £25 million Third Sector Resilience Fund is part of the 
£350 million Communities Fund. 
 
As of 30 June 2020: 
• Investment has helped save organisations that have a collective annual 
turnover of c£0.5bn. 
• Close to 14,000 jobs have been saved. 
• There were 3253 applications with a cumulative value of over £81.6m. 
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• Grants totalling £21.4m have been made to over 1261 organisations. 
• The fund has now committed 100% of its original value. 
 
Details of the awards made under the Third Sector Resilience fund can be 
found at https://www.firstport.org.uk/news/awards-made-by-the-third-sector-
resilience-fund/. 
 
The Scottish Government has published a new collection of digital maps 
showing where funding has been given to support communities across 
Scotland affected by coronavirus (COVID-19). The online dashboard enables 
users to view financial support by local authority across four main funds. Full 
details can be accessed via https://www.gov.scot/policies/poverty-and-social-
justice/funding/. 
 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action it will take to help low-income families access 
healthy, nutritious, local produce. 
 

S5W-29895  
 
Aileen Campbell: We have now committed over £110 million directly to 
support people struggling to access food during the pandemic. 
 
In addition to our original £70m Food Fund announced in March, we have now 
committed to supporting local authorities with a further £27.6 million over the 
summer months, and are providing a further £15m for an extension of the 
shielding programme. The Supporting Communities and Wellbeing Funds 
have further bolstered this support, investing £5.2m and £2.6m respectively in 
food related projects. These investments continue to provide support for a 
range of needs, including for those experiencing financial or physical barriers 
to food. 
 
The Scottish Government has been taking a ‘cash first’ approach to tackling 
food insecurity, more than doubling the Scottish Welfare Fund budget and 
encouraging local authorities to provide support as cash transfers where 
appropriate. 
 
Many local authorities have used their Food Fund allocation to purchase food 
from local producers, benefitting both those who have need and their local 
economies. Local authorities are showing great leadership in this area and we 
continue to support these efforts. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its response is to calls by the Music Venues 

https://www.firstport.org.uk/news/awards-made-by-the-third-sector-resilience-fund/
https://www.firstport.org.uk/news/awards-made-by-the-third-sector-resilience-fund/
https://www.gov.scot/policies/poverty-and-social-justice/funding/
https://www.gov.scot/policies/poverty-and-social-justice/funding/
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Alliance and by owners and operators of grassroots music venues for 
immediate support of £3.4 million to cover the losses venues will face 
between July and September 2020 because of the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-30357  
 
Fiona Hyslop: On 10 July the Scottish Government announced a £2.2m fund 
to help grassroots music venues with fixed costs while venues remain closed. 
 
This fund, including its £2.2m value, has been agreed with the Music Venue 
Trust. 
 
We will continue to discuss with the Music Venue Trust and other 
stakeholders in the music industry what additional support grassroots music 
venues might need. 
 
 
Finlay Carson (Galloway and West Dumfries) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to 
question S5W-29857 by Fiona Hyslop on 22 June 2020, what work it is doing 
to help the National Trust for Scotland and what assistance was requested. 
 

S5W-30290  
 
Fiona Hyslop: As set out in my answer to S5W-29857, the National Trust for 
Scotland has committed to providing us with a turnaround plan setting out its 
strategy for recovery to accompany a revised case for support which is 
focused on reopening properties and protecting jobs. This follows the 
previous request to the Scottish Government for assistance in order for the 
Trust to continue its current operations. 
 
Scottish Enterprise met with NTS representatives on 29 June to discuss 
progress and I understand the Trust has indicated that a revised business 
plan will be completed shortly. 
 
 
Finlay Carson (Galloway and West Dumfries) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many applications 
have been made to the Pivotal Enterprise Resilience Fund, and how many 
have been successful, broken down by postcode area. 
 

S5W-30132  
 
Fiona Hyslop: Through the Pivotal Enterprise Resilience Fund, we are 
providing support to pivotal SMEs which is unavailable elsewhere in the UK. 
Due to significant demand, we doubled the Fund to £90m and have since 
further increased it to £120m. 
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We will publish the number of applications and a list of all awards through the 
Pivotal Enterprise Resilience Fund shortly broken down by Local Authority 
area. Our Enterprise Agencies are currently processing appeals and following 
this stage of the process, we will publish the details in the coming weeks. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how children with additional support needs will be supported to 
return to face-to-face education in August 2020, and how lost learning will be 
recovered for these children in the recovery period. 
 

S5W-30472  
 
John Swinney: One of our key priorities is to ensure that children and young 
people with additional support needs, continue to be fully supported with their 
learning as we begin to transition back to a greater level of face-to-face 
education. 
 
The needs of individual children should be carefully considered by education 
authorities, schools and early learning centres within the plans for anticipating 
a return to schools on a full-time basis in August. Our national guidance on 
continuity of learning supports this approach. 
 
To further support local authorities and schools, Education Scotland has 
developed bespoke resources to assist in planning the individual support that 
children and young people with additional support needs may require in their 
transition back to school or in their progression to another learning setting. 
 
 
Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what work is being carried out with local 
authorities to support teachers who are in receipt of the job retention payment 
for supply and temporary contracts into full-time teaching posts. 
 

S5W-30397  
 
John Swinney: For the reopening of schools in August, we will need all 
possible teaching resources at our disposal to compensate for any loss of 
learning suffered during lockdown, as well as to bring much needed resilience 
to the education system at this challenging time. 
 
Whilst the recruitment and deployment of teachers in local authority schools is 
a matter for individual councils to determine depending on their local needs, 
we are currently working with local authorities to establish what additional 
staff are needed. Once we know that, we will take steps to meet that demand. 
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Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government what plans it has to encourage local authorities to 
support families who require free school meals by providing cash payments 
rather than arrangements such as vouchers or meals. 
 

S5W-30379  
 
John Swinney: The Scottish Government has provided an additional £12.6 
million in funding to continue the provision of food to families eligible for free 
school meals during the course of the school summer holidays. 
 
We recognise that direct cash payments will work well for many families and 
we have written to local authorities suggesting they consider using cash 
payments as one of a range of options when deciding on methods for 
alternative provision to free school meals during the current summer holidays. 
 
Whilst we know there are many advantages to issuing cash payments, such 
as giving recipients the flexibility to shop with their preferred retailer, it is also 
important that we continue to afford local authorities the flexibility they need to 
respond to the individual needs within their local communities and to ensure 
that no-one is left disadvantaged by a one size fits all approach. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): 
To ask the Scottish Government, in light of National 5 students not sitting 
exams in 2020, what consideration it has given to whether this will mean they 
are less prepared for the pressure of sitting Higher level exams in 2021, and 
what action it proposes to better prepare them for that experience. 
 

S5W-30208  
 
John Swinney: The Education Recovery Group, which I chair, is considering 
the recovery phase of the education system, including delivery of the 
assessment of National Qualifications in 2020-2021. Our priority continues to 
be to ensure fairness for all learners. 
 
Each year, schools prepare young people for exam conditions using a range 
of approaches which are a regular part of the curriculum. This will continue to 
be an area of work that will be important for schools to give consideration to. 
 
It will continue to be the responsibility of individual schools and local 
authorities to develop and deliver a tailored approach that supports the needs 
of young people in the next academic session, in consultation with parents 
and carers. 
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Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): 
To ask the Scottish Government, further to the education secretary's 
announcement on 23 June 2020 on the proposed full-time return to school in 
August 2020, what plans it has for the learning of those children who are 
shielding due to medical conditions or who live with a family member who is 
shielding. 
 

S5W-30199  
 
John Swinney: At the moment the guidance on the return to school for those 
shielding is provided within the re-opening of schools guide, which is available 
from https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-re-opening-
schools-guide/ 
 
It provides a range of guidance in relation to the circumstances where a pupil 
themselves is shielding, or is living with someone who is shielding. For 
children who are themselves shielding it says “People with serious underlying 
health conditions are strongly advised to follow shielding measures to keep 
themselves safe and not to attend school in person.” 
 
In my statement to Parliament, I stated that “we still need to protect those in 
our society who might not be able to attend school for health reasons. and to 
the continued need for blended learning as a contingency."  Attached is a link 
to the official report which will confirm this: 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12713&i=11
4985. 
 
In her statement to Parliament the First Minister said “In addition, before the 
end of July we will provide further advice to those who are shielding. If we 
can, we want to move away from the current position of blanket guidance for 
all shielding people to much more tailored advice about risk and how to 
mitigate it.” 
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it has carried out an equality 
impact assessment of its plans for schools returning. 
 

S5W-29977  
 
John Swinney: As part of the ongoing work of the COVID-19 Education 
Recovery Group (CERG), we published the Strategic Framework for Re-
opening Schools, Early Learning and Childcare Provision in Scotland on 21 
May. Alongside this, we published an Initial Impact Assessment to 
accompany the framework. This document sets out some of our key priorities 
in this area and our commitment to completing full impact assessments with 
the input of equalities groups and other interested parties in due course. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-re-opening-schools-guide/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-re-opening-schools-guide/
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12713&i=114985
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12713&i=114985
https://www.gov.scot/publications/excellent-equity-during-covid-19-pandemic-strategic-framework-reopening-schools-early-learning-childcare-provision-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/excellent-equity-during-covid-19-pandemic-strategic-framework-reopening-schools-early-learning-childcare-provision-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-strategic-framework-reopening-schools-early-learning-childcare-settings-initial-impact-assessment/pages/3/
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These documents continue to be developed and will be published prior to 
schools reopening in August. 
 
 
Ross Greer (West Scotland) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government (a) when, (b) how and (c) on which topics the Scottish Learner 
Panel has been consulted during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-29936  
 
John Swinney: The Scottish Government recognises the importance of 
involving young people in decision making processes which affect their lives, 
including in decisions made regarding learning and education settings. 
 
As such the Scottish Government has engaged with children and young 
people throughout the COVID-19 pandemic to gather their views and ensure 
these are reflected in planning and decision-making processes. 
 
This includes supporting the Scottish Youth Parliament, YouthLink Scotland 
and Young Scot to deliver the ‘LockdownLowdown’ survey of 2,418 young 
people which concluded in April 2020 and supporting the Children’s 
Parliament to deliver their ‘How are you doing?’ survey of 3,968 children 
which concluded in May 2020. 
 
I also held a panel discussion meeting with a group of 19 children and young 
people on 17 June 2020 to discuss the impact of COVID-19 on learning and 
educating settings. Topics discussed included learners’ experiences of 
learning at home, additional support schools, local authorities and 
government can provide to help overcome barriers to learning during COVID-
19, learner concerns regarding a return to school in August, learner hopes for 
the new school term in August, the mental health and wellbeing of learners 
during COVID-19 and any positive impacts of the COVID-19 crisis on learning 
or learners. 
 
The Scottish Government are also working with partners in the third sector to 
establish an ‘Education Recovery Panel’ of children and young people who 
will represent the views of learners in the education recovery process 
throughout the recovery period. 

 

Ministerial portfolio: Finance 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government how much additional funding it has provided in Scotland 
in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, and how much this represents per 
head of population. 
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S5W-30069  
 
Ben Macpherson: The Scottish Government published a Summer Budget 
Revision on 27 May 2020 which detailed an initial £4.014 billion of funding for 
the response to the Covid-19 pandemic. This represents around £730 per 
head of population based on the latest ONS estimate. 
 
This is just the beginning of the financial response to the pandemic and 
further details of Scottish Government spending will be set out in the Autumn 
and Spring budget revisions later in the financial year. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 

 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many people have been issued erroneously 
with a letter advising them to shield from the COVID-19 outbreak, also broken 
down by the reasons for these errors. 
 

S5W-30216 

John Swinney: Public Health Scotland issues letters removing individuals 
from the shielding list on behalf of the NHS Boards. As at 2nd July 2020, 
9,221 removal letters have been issued. 
 
The following table details instances where a removal letter has been sent. 
For generic removals it is not possible to identify the reason for the removal. 
 
Number of individuals sent Shielding Removal letters by Letter Type (as at 
2nd July 2020) 
 

Removal Letter Type  

  

Transplant 80 

Cancer Misidentifications 3,361 

Rheumatology 840 

Generic Removals 4,940 

Total 9,221 

Source: Public Health Scotland 

 
 

  
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many people in the shielding category are aged (a) under 5 
and (b) between 5 and 15. 
 

S5W-29914  
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John Swinney: As at 22nd June 2020, there were 960 children aged under 5 
and 2,974 aged between 5 and 15 identified as at a high clinical risk of 
COVID-19 and advised to shield. 
 
Public Health Scotland published a demographic breakdown of the shielding 
list as at 1 June 2020 within the COVID-19 Statistical report published on 10th 
June 2020 https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-
health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/10-june-2020/ 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how local authorities will be able to process all 
the COVID-19 tests each week that will be required to routinely test all care 
home workers and residents. 
 

S5W-29677  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-29356 
on 10 July 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available 
on the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many (a) NHS boards and (b) local 
authorities are currently able to carry out routine testing, and what support it is 
providing to enable them to do so. 
 

S5W-29678  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question number S5W-
29356 on 10 July 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are 
available on the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be 
found at https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what information it has on links between 
COVID-19 and deep vein thrombosis (DVT), and what research it is 
undertaking or planning to undertake into any such links. 
 

S5W-29960  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Anas Sarwar (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it has sold, or allowed access to, COVID-19-related 

https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/10-june-2020/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/10-june-2020/
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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health data, including patients' personal medical information, to any third party 
and, if so, (a) what data, (b) to whom and (c) for what reason. 
 

S5W-29956  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Anas Sarwar (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will provide an update on the development of a 
COVID-19 antibody test. 
 

S5W-29955  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will reconsider the two-metre social distance 
rule, in light of World Health Organization (WHO) guidance, and, if so, when. 
 

S5W-29946  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many hospital patients have been subject to a DNAR (Do Not Attempt 
Resuscitation) order in each of the last 12 months, and how this compares 
with the same month in the previous three years. 
 

S5W-29928  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
in light of the restrictions on visitors to hospitals, how DNAR (Do Not Attempt 
Resuscitation) orders are arranged with patients who do not have the 
capacity to make their own decisions. 
 

S5W-29927  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many NHS patients are currently marked as Do Not Attempt 
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Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (DNACPR) with no record of consent from 
families. 
 

S5W-29911  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many Do Not Attempt Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation 
(DNACPR) notices were in place for NHS patients in (a) February, (b) March, 
(c) April and (d) May 2020, and how this compares with the previous year. 
 

S5W-29910  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many calls have been made each week to the COVID-19 
helpline, 0800 028 2816, broken down by (a) local authority and (b) NHS 
board area. 
 

S5W-29909  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many people with a learning disability have been tested for 
COVID-19, also broken down by how many tested positive. 
 

S5W-29903  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible.  
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 

 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government from which budget the cost of mobile 
phone provision for prisoners was met. 
 

S5W-30002  
 
Humza Yousaf: I have asked Teresa Medhurst, Interim Chief Executive of 
the Scottish Prison Service (SPS), to respond. Her response is as follows: 
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The cost of the mobile phone provision during the COVID19 pandemic is 
expected to be met within budget. 
 
 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what the cost will be if mobile phone 
units issued to prisoners are not returned. 
 

S5W-30001  
 
Humza Yousaf: I have asked Teresa Medhurst, Interim Chief Executive of 
the Scottish Prison Service (SPS), to respond. Her response is as follows: 
 
The mobile phones were purchased on a bulk basis and it is assessed that 
the unit cost of a handset is approximately £20. 
 
 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it has plans to continue 
issuing mobile phones to prisoners in future, post-COVID-19. 
 

S5W-30000  
 
Humza Yousaf: I have asked Teresa Medhurst, Interim Chief Executive of 
the Scottish Prison Service (SPS), to respond. Her response is as follows: 
 
I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-29998 on 13 July 2020 All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament's 
website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what measures are in place to 
prevent the misuse of mobile phones that have been issued to prisoners. 
 

S5W-29999  
 
Humza Yousaf: I have asked Teresa Medhurst, Interim Chief Executive of 
the Scottish Prison Service (SPS), to respond. Her response is as follows: 
 
The mobile phones will operate with the same restricted security controls in 
place for the existing prisoner pin telephone system namely: 
 
• the receiving party will be notified that the call originates from a 
Scottish Prison; 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


 
 

 

 

14 
 

• the mobile phone can only call the phone numbers that are already on 
the individual’s call list. In addition, people in custody will be able to call the 
Samaritans at any time;  
• calls can only be made from the mobile phone and cannot be received; 
and 
• all calls will be recorded. 
 
In addition to these controls: 
 
• the mobile phones cannot access the internet or send or receive text 
messages; 
• security seals have been fitted to each battery, if these are damaged, 
then the phone will be removed from the individual; and 
• all calls can be traced back to the individuals and any identified misuse 
may be subject to disciplinary measures as laid out in the Prison and Young 
Offenders Institutions (Scotland) Rules 2011, including removal of the service 
from individuals. 
 
 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether mobile phones issued to 
prisoners will be returned at the end of restrictions on prison visits; when it 
expects this to be, and what plans there are to avoid units not being returned 
by that point. 
 

S5W-29998  
 
Humza Yousaf: I have asked Teresa Medhurst, Interim Chief Executive of 
the Scottish Prison Service (SPS), to respond. Her response is as follows: 
 
The introduction of in-cell telephony will provide important family contact as 
restrictions on visits are in place during the COVID19 pandemic. These 
changes are intended to remain in place after the outbreak so as to continue 
to maximise the contact that prisoners can have with their family and friends 
while detained in prison. 
 
All mobile phones are individually allocated and registered to people in 
custody and must be returned upon liberation. Under Rule 62(10)a prisoner 
must return any authorised personal communication device in the prisoner’s 
possession to an officer where the officer orders the prisoner to do so. Failure 
to do so may result in disciplinary proceedings or the matter being reported to 
the police. 
 
I refer the member to the answer provided for question S5W-30084 on 6 July 
2020 which provides a comprehensive response in relation to the easing of 
restrictions around prison visits. All answers to written parliamentary 
questions are available on the Parliament's website, the search facility for 
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which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what procurement processes were 
followed in purchasing mobile phones for prisoners, and how value for money 
for the taxpayer was assessed. 
 

S5W-29997  
 
Humza Yousaf: I have asked Teresa Medhurst, Interim Chief Executive of 
the Scottish Prison Service (SPS), to respond. Her response is as follows: 
 
Mobile phone handsets were purchased via SPS’ existing mobile telephony 
service supplier. This followed an assessment of the availability of the 
required 8,000 entry level mobile devices and SIM cards; and a value 
benchmarking exercise on unit prices. 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 

 

Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what discussions it has had with the UK 
Government regarding the impact of the Health Protection (Coronavirus) 
(International Restrictions) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 on workers in the oil 
and gas industry who are not exempt from quarantine. 
 

S5W-29900  
 
Paul Wheelhouse: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 

 

  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Written questions lodged on 13 July 2020 

(Expected Answer Date: 10 August 2020) 
 
S5W-30654 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government what advice it 
is giving to business regarding the use of reusable cups and containers as 
more re-open following the easing of the lockdown. 
S5W-30655 Rhoda Grant: To ask the Scottish Government what advice and 
guidance regarding ensuring that workplaces are clear 
from Legionnaires' disease it is providing to businesses that are re-opening 
following the lockdown. 
S5W-30657 Tom Mason: To ask the Scottish Government what 
consideration it has given to additional support for the oil and gas sector, in 
light of low oil prices caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.  
S5W-30658 Tom Mason: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions 
it has had with local authorities and partner organisations taking forward City 
Region Deals to focus the work of these on enabling economic recovery from 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  R 
S5W-30659 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government whether its 
COVID-19 daily testing statistics include the number of home test kits sent out 
or of tests completed and returned. 
S5W-30661 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government when ice 
rinks will be permitted to open as part of the relaxation of lockdown 
restrictions. 
S5W-30667 Liam Kerr: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is 
to reports that drug-related deaths have increased during the COVID-19 
lockdown, and whether Police Scotland will publish this data. 
S5W-30668 Liam Kerr: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason the 
data it is using to commence quarantine checks for international arrivals in 
Scotland was not considered to be of sufficient quality on 22 June 2020. 
S5W-30669 Liam Kerr: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
publication of the Scottish Crime and Justice Survey: methodological papers 
on response rate and survey bias, what consideration it has given to virtual 
face-to-face surveys, and the extent to which these may help to increase the 
response rate. 
S5W-30670 Liam Kerr: To ask the Scottish Government how many prison 
officers have been tested for COVID-19, and how many tested (a) positive, (b) 
negative and (c) inconclusive.  
S5W-30672 Liam Kerr: To ask the Scottish Government whether it supports 
Police Scotland’s calls to urge local authorities to reduce the number of public 
protests due to the current pandemic. 
S5W-30674 Liam Kerr: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
publish its modelling of the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on court 
closures, as referred to in a letter from the Lord Advocate to the convener of 
the Justice Committee on 8 July 2020. 
S5W-30678 Liam Kerr: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
firefighters have been tested for COVID-19, and how many have tested (a) 
positive, (b) negative and (c) inconclusive.  
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S5W-30679 Liam Kerr: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
continue to publish monthly crime statistics as lockdown eases.  
S5W-30680 Liam Kerr: To ask the Scottish Government whether it plans to 
continue with virtual trials and courts as lockdown eases.  
S5W-30681 Liam Kerr: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of recent 
figures showing that 89 COVID-related assaults against police officers took 
place during lockdown, whether it plans to review its decision not to release 
people from custody before trial for coughing or spitting on an officer.  
S5W-30683 Liam Kerr: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason it 
has reportedly not provided additional financial support to the Scottish Courts 
and Tribunals Service during the first three months of the COVID-19 
pandemic.  
S5W-30686 Liam Kerr: To ask the Scottish Government what steps it is 
taking to tackle fraud arising from COVID-19, in light of Audit Scotland stating 
that the risk of fraud has increased during the pandemic.  
S5W-30687 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government when it 
expects to allow (a) baby massage and (b) baby yoga classes to resume as 
part of the relaxation of lockdown restrictions. 
S5W-30688 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government when it 
plans to open public swimming pools as part of the relaxation of lockdown 
restrictions. 
S5W-30690 Ross Greer: To ask the Scottish Government what its response 
is to the findings of the National Records of Scotland that the Irish 
community has the highest COVID-19 fatality rate of any minority group in 
Scotland, and whether it plans further analysis to ascertain for what reasons 
this is the case. 
S5W-30695 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
establish a third sector recovery and renewal fund for third sector health and 
care organisations in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-30696 Mark Ruskell: To ask the Scottish Government whether 
university student accommodation providers charging tenants for storing 
belongings that they cannot retrieve is in line with COVD-19 regulations. 
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to 
COVID-19, answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily 
written answer reports, which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by 
keyword, MSP asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by 
date and other filters, through the advanced search function on the 
Parliament’s website here. 
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