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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Friday 10 July 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 10 July can be found on page 16 of this 
document. 
 
There were no oral questions on 10 July. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 10 July) 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
Ross Greer (West Scotland) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what support it is giving to postgraduate research students 
whose research has been disrupted by the COVID-19 outbreak, including 
offering funded extensions where required. 
 

S5W-30258  
 
Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government is doing all it can to support 
those in the Higher Education sector being disrupted by the COVID-19 
outbreak. The Scottish Government have announced a support package 
including the one-off £75 million increase in capital funding for Scotland’s 
universities to ensure they can protect their world-leading research 
programmes against the financial impact of COVID-19. 
 
As part of this funding the SFC have issued guidance on this significant 
investment which requires each university using this resource to assist PhD 
students whose studies have been affected by COVID-19. Additionally, 
universities are being asked to take action to mitigate negative and promote 
positive impacts and to advance equality of opportunity and diversity of 
research focus. The full details of the SFC guidance can be found here: 
http://www.sfc.ac.uk/publications-
statistics/announcements/2020/SFCAN082020.aspx. 
 
All PhD students supported by Chief Scientist Office grants have been offered 
6 month stipend extensions, if required, to ensure they are not disadvantaged 
by disruption around the Covid-19 Pandemic. Where a PhD student has been 
funded through RESAS Underpinning National Capacity funding, that funding 
line has been extended by one year, so it will now end 31st March 2022. 
Individual educational decisions on PhD students remain with the institutes 
concerned. 

http://www.sfc.ac.uk/publications-statistics/announcements/2020/SFCAN082020.aspx
http://www.sfc.ac.uk/publications-statistics/announcements/2020/SFCAN082020.aspx
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Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many people are employed in university (a) cancer and (b) 
other medical research projects, and what the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic has been on the number in post. 
 

S5W-30148  
 
Richard Lochhead: HESA staff and student data shows that there were 
15,765 Research Staff at Scottish Providers in 2018/19 but these data do not 
allow break down to cancer or other medical subjects. The Scottish 
Government is not currently aware of any impact of the COVID-19 pandemic 
on the number of university research staff in post, although some medical 
research staff have been temporarily redeployed to NHS Scotland to support 
COVID-19 testing services. 
 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 

 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what risk assessment it carried out before rolling out the policy of discharging 
hospital patients to care homes that were untested for COVID-19. 
 

S5W-29511  
 
Jeane Freeman: Throughout the pandemic we have continued to follow the 
same risk assessments procedures that were in place prior to the outbreak. 
All policy decisions made by Ministers and Government officials were based 
on the best clinical advice available at that time. As we learned more about 
the impact of the virus, we ensured all guidance and decisions followed that 
changing landscape. 
 
Responsibility for carrying out individual risk assessments prior to discharge 
falls to individual Health Bards, local authorities and Integration Authorities. 
 
Our current guidance is clear. At all times a thorough risk assessment should 
be undertaken prior to discharge to ensure that the care home is able to 
provide the care required e.g. if the individual requires to be isolated, that 
there is a suitable physical space and staff available for the delivery of care 
and support to an isolated resident. 
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Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S5W-28665 by Jeane Freeman 
on 18 May 2020, how many people were discharged from hospital to a care 
home in (a) March, (b) April and (c) May 2020, also broken down by how 
many were tested for COVID-19. 
 

S5W-29543  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-29039 on 
2 July 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how the COVID-19 R number is calculated, and what the number 
is for care homes. 
 

S5W-29442  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government published a description of how 
the Covid-19 R number is calculated on 21st May. This is available via the 
link. https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-modelling-epidemic-scotland/ 
 
The model uses data and provides an R value for Scotland in its entirety. The 
contribution of care homes, hospitals and the community at large to the 
overall value, and the links between them, are not well understood. Scottish 
Government analysts are working with academic groups and modellers from 
across the UK, through the SPIM and SAGE groups to develop ways to do 
this, and we await their findings. The Scottish Government is also carefully 
considering a range of Covid statistics on care homes. This includes data 
produced daily by Scottish Government on the number of number of care 
homes notifying cases of COVID-19, and the number of suspected cases of 
COVID-19 in care homes. This also includes weekly excess deaths produced 
by National Records of Scotland to help understand where people have died 
from Covid-19. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government, in light of ministers stating that the Scottish 
Government does not know what the COVID-19 R number is in care homes, 
what steps are being taken to monitor the R number in care homes. 
 

S5W-29410  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-modelling-epidemic-scotland/
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Jeane Freeman: We do not calculate a separate R value for care homes. 
 
Scottish Government is informed of the findings of independent academic 
researchers such as those of the SPI M sub group who are developing 
methods for estimating transmission in care homes. This is not focused on 
using R but instead on developing care home appropriate measures of covid 
infections within care homes. These care home appropriate methods when 
completed will provide an understanding of transmission in care homes in 
Scotland. The Scottish Government is carefully considering a range of Covid 
statistics on care homes. This includes data produced daily by Scottish 
Government on the number of number of care homes notifying cases of 
COVID-19, and the number of suspected cases of COVID-19 in care homes. 
 
Scottish Government officials have also been working with representatives of 
the Care Inspectorate, Scottish Social Services Council, Scottish Care and 
care home providers to produce a number of resources which will support 
care homes to identify factors that may impact on the health, safety and 
wellbeing of residents as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. The latest 
details on the resources being made available can be found at: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-clinical-and-practice-
guidance-for-adult-care-homes/ 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many patients it has discharged from a hospital to a care 
home since 13 March 2020, and how many of those were given (a) a single 
test and (b) two tests for COVID-19. 
 

S5W-29383  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-29039 on 
2 July 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many patients who tested positive for COVID-19 were 
discharged from hospitals and moved to care homes in 2020. 
 

S5W-29382  
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-clinical-and-practice-guidance-for-adult-care-homes/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-clinical-and-practice-guidance-for-adult-care-homes/
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-29039 on 
2 July 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government, in light of reports that Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic 
(BAME) people may be disproportionately affected by COVID-19, and the 
issuing of interim guidance for health and social care employers on this issue, 
how it is ensuring the implementation of guidance in the (a) care home sector 
and (b) NHS in order to protect staff. 
 

S5W-29705  
 
Jeane Freeman: We are establishing a working group of BAME staff across 
health and social care to hear their voices and lived experiences. This will 
include listening to how they feel the interim guidance has been implemented 
and perceived. This is critical in our approach to ensure our policies are 
developed alongside those that they affect and that compliance is fully 
measured. 
 
We have also convened an Expert Reference Group on COVID-19 and 
Ethnicity that met for the first time on 10 June. This brings together academics 
and other experts to advise on the SG response to disproportionate impacts 
of COVID-19 on Minority Ethnic people. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): 
To ask the Scottish Government how many people have died where COVID-
19 is the sole cause of death recorded on the death certificate. 
 

S5W-29689  
 
Jeane Freeman: There were 232 deaths registered by Sunday 7th June 
where coronavirus was the sole cause of death recorded on the death 
certificate. 
 
For more information on how cause of death is determined please see: 
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-
theme/vital-events/deaths/deaths-background-information. 
 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/vital-events/deaths/deaths-background-information
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/vital-events/deaths/deaths-background-information
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Alex Rowley (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government what provision there is for (a) symptomatic and (b) 
asymptomatic (i) staff and (ii) patients in COVID-19-free sites where cancer 
diagnostic tests and treatments take place to be tested for the virus. 
 

S5W-29667  
 
Jeane Freeman: Our testing strategy is firmly based on the advice from 
senior clinicians and public health experts. The testing of healthcare workers 
continues to be our priority, and all symptomatic NHS workers or symptomatic 
household members are eligible for testing. 
 
In addition, on 23 June I announced that we are now routinely testing health 
care workers where the evidence tells us that it is appropriate to do so, while 
all health care workers connected to a nosocomial outbreak will be tested 
regardless of whether or not they have symptoms. 
 
We will also test, on a weekly basis, staff working in specialist cancer units, in 
long-term care of the elderly, and in long-stay mental health wards. Boards 
are being asked to start this additional testing by 8 July. 
 
The nosocomial expert group did not consider wholesale routine testing of 
asymptomatic health care workers to be an effective and proportionate 
method of tackling nosocomial risk. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many people have been discharged from hospital after 
recovering from COVID-19; what monitoring of post-viral symptoms is taking 
place of these people, and what plans it has to study the post-viral symptoms 
of people who have recovered from COVID-19. 
 

S5W-29660  
 
Jeane Freeman: As at 29 June, 4,051 patients had been discharged from 
hospital who tested positive for COVID-19 since 5 March 2020. This 
information is published on the Scottish Government website and updated at 
2pm daily: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-data-for-
scotland/. 
 
We are beginning to understand more about the likely long term mental and 
physical effects of ‘lockdown’ across Scotland. We are currently progressing a 
Rehabilitation Framework aligned to Re-mobilise, Recover, Re-design: the 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-data-for-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-data-for-scotland/
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framework for NHS Scotland. The Framework will look at 3 distinct groups as 
part of the development of the overarching principles to be produced in 
relation to rehabilitation. One of these groups will be those patients who have 
had coronavirus – potential weight loss, muscle wastage, reduced pulmonary 
function, fatigue, psychological distress and others which may be yet to 
emerge. In addition we know there can be long-term effects on people who 
have been in intensive care units. Research will therefore be vital to better 
understand and manage the health and social care consequences of the 
global COVID-19 pandemic beyond the acute phase, to help mitigate the 
impact of subsequent phases of the pandemic and its aftermath. 
 
The Scottish Government is providing funding of £193,818 to a research 
project led by Dr David Connell from the University of Dundee entitled 
identifying the burden of post-COVID19 lung disease in the UK. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when COVID-19 testing for all community social care workers will be 
introduced, whether they show symptoms or not. 
 

S5W-29559  
 
Jeane Freeman: Our testing strategy is based on expert clinical and scientific 
advice, and it is kept under constant review. We are not currently planning to 
offer testing to community social care workers who are asymptomatic. At the 
current time, anyone in Scotland age 5 or older can access testing through 
the link on the NHS Inform website https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-
conditions/infections-and-poisoning/coronavirus-covid-19 if they are 
symptomatic – there is sufficient capacity that there is no prioritisation in place 
just now. 
 
Weekly testing of staff – including those who are asymptomatic - working in 
elderly care homes has been introduced because of the high level of risk of 
transmission in settings where large numbers of vulnerable people are living 
together with multiple staff members in an enclosed environment. 
 
Recognising the specific circumstances of wider social, community and 
residential care, Health Protection Scotland has issued a series of guidance 
documents to support those working in these settings, to give advice to their 
staff and users of their services about Covid-19 (here: 
https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/guidance/ 
 
The guidance documents give advice on measures (including use of PPE) to 
prevent the spread of Covid-19 and protect people at risk of severe illness.  

https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/infections-and-poisoning/coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/infections-and-poisoning/coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/guidance/
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They also include a Covid-19 Incident or outbreak control tool for community 
care settings which enables early detection, investigation and management of 
potential outbreaks. The aim of the guidance is to create a culture and system 
that minimises susceptibility to COVID-19 and cross-transmission. 
 
The testing of healthcare workers continues to be our priority, and all 
symptomatic NHS workers or symptomatic household members are eligible 
for testing. 
 
On 23 June I announced that we are now routinely testing health care workers 
where the evidence tells us that it is appropriate to do so. All health care 
workers connected to a nosocomial outbreak will be tested regardless of 
whether or not they have symptoms. We will also test, on a weekly basis, staff 
working in specialist cancer units, in long-term care of the elderly, and in long-
stay mental health wards. Boards are being asked to start this additional 
testing by 8 July. 
 
The nosocomial expert group did not consider wholesale routine testing of 
asymptomatic health care workers to be an effective and proportionate 
method of tackling nosocomial risk. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when it will provide a substantive answer to question S5W-28175, which 
received a holding response from Jeane Freeman on 28 April 2020. 
 

S5W-29550  
 
Jeane Freeman: Ministers will always endeavour to answer Parliamentary 
Questions as quickly as possible. 
 
Due to the Covid pandemic, Ministers are receiving an unprecedented volume 
of parliamentary questions and correspondence, and are working as quickly 
as possible to answer all questions in a helpful manner. In this instance, the 
Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport wrote to the member on 28 April 2020 
to provide detailed information on the subject and a response to question 
S5W-28175 on 17 June 2020. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
for what reasons people could not be accommodated in care homes or with 
care packages at home in the period prior to February/March 2020 and the 
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outbreak of COVID-19, and how much additional money it has provided for 
dealing with delayed discharge cases since then. 
 

S5W-29331  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-29295 on 
2 July 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-28122 by Jeane 
Freeman on 8 June 2020, how many antibody tests have been carried out on 
a (a) daily and (b) weekly basis, and how these figures will be reported. 
 

S5W-29832  
 
Jeane Freeman: Antibody tests can tell us whether an individual has had 
COVID-19. However, there is currently insufficient clinical evidence to 
conclude that people who have recovered from COVID-19 are protected from 
a second infection or from infecting others. Therefore, health boards in 
Scotland have been advised by the Chief Medical Officer to focus on using 
antibody tests to improve our understanding of COVID-19 and in the clinical 
management of patients. As of 19th June 2020, 4,431 antibody tests have 
been used. Public Health Scotland are considering how to include suitable 
elements of this data in their wider reporting. 
 
 
Edward Mountain (Highland and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government when the Cabinet 
Secretary for Health and Sport will next meet with the Chief Executive of NHS 
Highland. 
 

S5W-29799  
 
Jeane Freeman: Ministers and Scottish Government officials regularly meet 
with representatives of all Health Boards, including NHS Highland. 
 
I joined a weekly virtual meeting of health board CEOs on the 5th of June. 
 
At this present time the Scottish Government are in frequent contact with all 
NHS Boards on their planning and preparations to safely and gradually 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


 
 

 

 

10 
 
 

 

 

resume some paused services, while continuing to maintain Covid-19 
capacity and resilience. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many care home residents have received COVID-19 tests 
since it announced the expansion of testing, whether they are symptomatic or 
not. 
 

S5W-29782  
 
Jeane Freeman: The COVID-19 data and trend charts for Scotland are 
published daily and provide a range of information, including the number of 
care homes notifying cases of COVID-19 and the number of suspected cases 
of COVID-19 in care homes. The data also includes the daily number of 
people in hospital with confirmed or suspected COVID-19 but does not 
include details on how many of these are care home residents or staff. The 
cumulative number of people tested and the number of positive and negative 
tests is also provided. 
 
Weekly data on COVID-19 in adult care homes in Scotland is available at: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-additional-data-about-
adult-care-homes-in-scotland/. 
 
You can find figures updated every day at 2pm (including care home data) 
here: Coronavirus (COVID-19): Daily data for Scotland. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will introduce local COVID-19 lockdowns in areas 
where it believes that the R rate might go above 1. 
 

S5W-29771  
 
Jeane Freeman: The R number is calculated for Scotland and we publish it 
on a weekly basis. The R number is not calculated for smaller areas such as 
Scottish local authorities as the ranges around the estimates would be very 
large and it would not allow us to understand the differences between different 
areas of Scotland. We are looking at other means of monitoring and 
forecasting the levels of COVID-19 infection in local authority areas. 
 
We are building surveillance systems to ensure that, not only at a national 
level but at a local level, we can monitor and, where possible, predict what 
happens with the virus in the weeks and months to come. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-additional-data-about-adult-care-homes-in-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-additional-data-about-adult-care-homes-in-scotland/
Coronavirus%20(COVID-19):%20Daily%20data%20for%20Scotland.
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We have a range of powers under the Coronavirus Act 2020 that would allow 
us to take appropriate and proportionate actions as might be necessary. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government for the number of patients discharged from hospital, in 
each month of 2020, who were transferred to care homes that had reported a 
confirmed or suspected case of COVID-19. 
 

S5W-29759  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-29039 on 
2 July 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many times in (a) 2018, (b) 2019, and (c) each 
month of 2020, ministers requested the inspection of a care home for adults 
under section 55 of the Public Services Reform (Scotland) Act 2010. 
 

S5W-29753  
 
Jeane Freeman: Scottish Ministers have made no requests for inspections of 
care homes for adults under section 55 of the Pubic Services Reform 
(Scotland) Act 2010 in 2018, 2019, or 2020. 
 
I meet with the Care Inspectorate regularly to discuss a number of matters 
including inspection reports and any support and improvement needed as a 
result of the findings. 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many people within the NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde 
area have been contacted through contact tracing, following a patient testing 
positive for COVID-19, on each day since 1 February 2020. 
 

S5W-29373  
 
Jeane Freeman: We intend to publish regional data as soon as it becomes 
available. This will apply from 28th May when Test and Protect was rolled-out. 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government which laboratories are being used to analyse COVID-19 test 
results. 
 

S5W-29356  
 
Jeane Freeman: NHS Board Laboratories - We have NHS labs operating in 
all 14 health board areas: Together, these have a maximum normal lab 
capacity for more than 10,000 tests a day. 
 
Supporting Laboratories - Our testing capacity is supported the Scottish 
National Blood Transfusion Service lab and non-NHS labs at the University of 
Edinburgh and University of Aberdeen. 
 
Lighthouse Laboratory - The Lighthouse Laboratory, based at Glasgow 
University is one of three Lighthouse Centres across the UK. It has a testing 
capacity of around 20,000 tests a day. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government where COVID-19 testing is being carried out. 
 

S5W-29355  
 
Jeane Freeman: There are 6 drive-through testing centres in Scotland as part 
of the UK Government’s Expanded Testing Programme. These are located at 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, and Aberdeen airports, the Highlands and Islands 
University campus’ in Inverness and Perth, and Prestwick Airport. 
 
The UK Government's Expanded Testing Programme also provides Mobile 
Testing Units. Mobile testing units (MTU) were deployed for the first time in 
Scotland on 30 April. On Wednesday 10 June, 9 Mobile Testing Units were 
operational at: Dornoch, Galashiels, Fort William, Stirling, Motherwell, 
Prestwick, Greenock, Dundee & Glenrothes. 
 
Mobile Testing Units are deployed on a rolling programme around the country, 
and decisions on deployment are made in conjunction with Local Resilience 
Partnership and Regional Resilience Partnership. These decisions are 
informed by local factors of public health, population, rurality, access to testing 
and need for specific responses to outbreaks. We are working with local 
authorities and health boards to ensure Mobile Testing Unit deployment is 
publicised locally. 
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We are continuing to work with partners to increase testing pathways in the 
community to widen availability to testing for people going forward in addition 
to the testing which takes place within care homes and our NHS hospitals. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the average cost is of a care home place contracted through an 
integration joint board (IJB), broken down by IJB area. 
 

S5W-29333  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-29292 on 
2 July 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what information it has regarding whether people who have 
tested positive for COVID-19 remain infectious after their symptoms subside. 
 

S5W-29307  
 
Jeane Freeman: Scottish Government guidance and advice is based on the 
evidence and informed by both SAGE and our own CMO Advisory Group, 
who advise on the science with regard to infectiousness. 
 
All Covid-19 testing carried out in Scotland at the moment is PCR testing. The 
PCR test detects the presence of causative virus (SARS- Cov-2 in the case of 
Covid-19) in a sample. 
 
PCR positivity at day 7 or beyond does not mean the same thing as being 
infectious (ie, producing live virus). 
 
Evidence to date suggests that the current advise to isolate for seven days in 
the case of mild infection, or seven days after major symptoms have ended 
for more severe cases, remains sound and will be appropriate for the vast 
majority of cases. 
 
NHS Inform advises that people should wait until they feel well enough before 
returning to work, and should adhere to the other principles set down in 
guidance in relation to physical distancing, respiratory and hand hygiene etc, 
after that point. 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Advice and guidance remains subject to the outcome of future research into 
infectiousness between 7 and 14 days after infection, and will be assessed on 
an ongoing basis by SAGE and the CMO Advisory Group. Policy will be 
amended if needed, particularly for those people coming into contact with 
vulnerable people, or people in other higher-risk situations. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
for what reasons delayed discharge affected reportedly large numbers of 
people in the period up to March 2020. 
 

S5W-29330  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-29295 on 
2 July 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether NHS and care workers who test positive for COVID-19 
are retested before returning to work. 
 

S5W-29306  
 
Jeane Freeman: The testing of healthcare workers continues to be our 
priority, and all symptomatic NHS workers or symptomatic household 
members are eligible for testing. 
 
On 23 June I announced that we are now routinely testing health care workers 
where the evidence tells us that it is appropriate to do so. All health care 
workers connected to a nosocomial outbreak will be tested regardless of 
whether or not they have symptoms. We will also test, on a weekly basis, staff 
working in specialist cancer units, in long-term care of the elderly, and in long-
stay mental health wards. Boards are being asked to start this additional 
testing by 8 July. 
 
The nosocomial expert group did not consider wholesale routine testing of 
asymptomatic health care workers to be an effective and proportionate 
method of tackling nosocomial risk. 
 
Staff who test positive for COVID-19 must self-isolate at home for 7 days from 
onset of symptoms (or from date of testing if they are asymptomatic), and can 
only return to work after 7 days if they feel well enough to do so, and if they 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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have not had a fever for at least 48 hours. Staff do not need to be retested 
prior to returning the workplace. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S5W-27952 by Jeane Freeman 
on 15 April 2020, when sampling of COVID-19 started. 
 

S5W-28442  
 
Jeane Freeman: Health Protection Scotland are conducting surveillance 
swab testing in the community for individuals with mild to moderate 
symptoms. Testing commenced on 27 April and results are available a week 
later by HPS report for internal planning and surveillance purposes. Details of 
this can be found at: https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/a-to-z-of-topics/enhanced-
surveillance-of-coronavirus-covid-19/. 
 
A pilot project for the current community surveillance ran for two weeks 
(weeks beginning 13th April and 20th April) before the surveillance testing 
was rolled out across Scotland from 27th April. This pilot ran in NHS Fife only 
in order to ensure the process was efficient prior to wider use. 
 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Social Security and Older People 
 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what universal credit household characteristic management 
information it has received from DWP since the start of the COVID-19 
pandemic, and how frequently this information has been updated. 
 

S5W-30145  
 
Shirley-Anne Somerville: The Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) 
have provided the Scottish Government with management information that 
shows Universal Credit declarations to 4 April 2020 broken down by the 
following household characteristics: (a) restricted ability to work, (b) fit note, 
(c) employment status, (d) housing status, (e) children, (f) couples, (g) initial 
claims, (h) work group and (i) ID verification on the day of declaration. This 
information is available at Great Britain level only and it has not been updated. 
 

 

https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/a-to-z-of-topics/enhanced-surveillance-of-coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/a-to-z-of-topics/enhanced-surveillance-of-coronavirus-covid-19/
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Written questions lodged on 10 July 2020 

(Expected Answer Date: 7 August 2020) 
 
S5W-30632 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether 
nail technicians who run their businesses from home will be able to resume 
services on 22 July 2020, in line with nail salons. 
S5W-30633 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what its position 
is on whether all school pupils should be tested for COVID-19. 
S5W-30634 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government, further to its 
announcement of a £10 million Performing Arts Venues Relief 
Fund, when funding will be made available; what criteria will be used to 
determine its allocation; what checks will be in place to ensure a fair 
distribution of funding by geographical location, size and type of organisation; 
how many organisations are expected to receive funding, and whether any 
restrictions will apply to funding eligibility, for example if an organisation 
makes staff redundant.  
S5W-30635 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
announcement by the UK Government that Scotland will receive £97 million of 
the £1.57 billion funding package for cultural and heritage organisations, how 
much of this money will be delivered as (a) grant and (b) loan support; how it 
will be split across the cultural and heritage sectors; when the funding will be 
available; who will distribute it; what criteria will be used to determine its 
allocation; what checks will be in place to ensure a fair distribution on 
funding by geographical location, size and type of organisation, and how 
many organisations are expected to receive funding. 
S5W-30636 Sarah Boyack: To ask the Scottish Government, further to 
the response by the Cabinet Secretary for Finance on 9 July 2020 to 
questions regarding local government finance (Official Report, c. 49), when it 
will announce whether it will change primary legislation so that local 
authorities will not be required to produce balanced budgets, and would be 
able to reprofile debts incurred as a result of spending to address the COVID-
19 pandemic. 
S5W-30637 Sarah Boyack: To ask the Scottish Government, further to 
the response by the Cabinet Secretary for Finance on 9 July 2020 to 
questions regarding local government finance (Official Report, c. 49), when it 
will announce whether it will pass on to local authorities the consequentials 
from the UK Government’s announcement of £500 million funding for councils 
in England. 
S5W-30639 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government what contingency 
plans are in place in the event that schools cannot fully reopen as planned on 
11 August 2020.  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30632
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30633
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30634
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30635
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30636
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30637
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30639
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S5W-30640 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government when it will publish 
the scientific evidence that informed its decision to fully reopen schools on 11 
August 2020. 
S5W-30641 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government what guidance will be 
in place for (a) local authorities and (b) schools after 11 August 2020 in the 
event of potential future local and/or national lockdowns. 
S5W-30642 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what its 
position is on giving relatives and friends of care home residents the 
equivalent of key worker status and access to COVID-19 testing to enable 
them to actively contribute to residents' care and support, in light of the 
reported concerns by charities of a "hidden catastrophe" in care homes in 
relation to mental and physical health. 
S5W-30647 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government what the 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic has been on household recycling rates 
across the country. R 
S5W-30648 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government what the 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic has been on recycling rates for glass 
across the country. R 
S5W-30649 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government what the 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic has been on the levels of litter on streets 
across the country. R 
S5W-30651 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government what 
resources will be made available for community theatre to support restarting 
productions and ensure long-term viability for community groups and venues. 
S5W-30652 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government when it will 
provide details on how arts and culture in Scotland will be supported by the 
£97 million of extra funding announced by the UK Government. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30640
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30641
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30642
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30647
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30648
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30649
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30651
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30652
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to 
COVID-19, answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily 
written answer reports, which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by 
keyword, MSP asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by 
date and other filters, through the advanced search function on the 
Parliament’s website here. 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

