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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Friday 3 July 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 3 July can be found on page 5 of this document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 3 July) 
 

 
Government Initiated Questions 

 
Joan McAlpine (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it will further support performing arts venues in Scotland that have 
been seriously affected by COVID-19. 
 

S5W-30455  
 
Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government today is announcing a new £10m fund to 
support not-for-profit venues in the performing arts sector who are experiencing 
significant difficulties from the impact of Covid-19. The fund adds to measures 
introduced for the culture sector and creative industries who were amongst those 
affected by closures in the very early stages of the pandemic. The £10 million will be 
aimed at organisations that cannot yet open because of physical distancing 
restrictions, but whose return to creative production is key to Scotland’s vibrant arts 
scene. Creative Scotland will manage the Performing Arts Venues Relief Fund and 
will be publishing further details shortly. 
 
 
Emma Harper (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what progress has been made on publishing validated statistics 
regarding hospital-onset COVID-19 cases in Scotland. 
 

S5W-30451  
 
Jeane Freeman: Public Health Scotland (PHS) this week, 1 July, published 
validated statistics on the number of nosocomial Covid-19 infections in Scotland, 
based on the agreed definitions of the European Centre for Disease Control (ECDC). 
 
Scotland is the only country in the UK to have published this data to date. The data 
provides a detailed picture of hospital associated infections. 
 
The information is not directly comparable to previously published unvalidated 
management information. The validated statistics cover a longer time period, week 
ending 1 March to week ending 7 June. The new statistics also capture each 
individual laboratory confirmed case, rather than only those in a HAI infection cluster. 
 
These statistics will be published weekly on the PHS website as part of the wider 
information already published. In addition, the National Antimicrobial Resistance and 
Healthcare Associated Infection (ARHAI) Unit within NHS National Services 
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Scotland are working on a statistical process to produce further information relating 
to COVID-19 Healthcare Associated Infection deaths where possible. 
 
The data and supporting methodology is available at: 
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-
19/hospital-onset-covid-19-cases-in-scotland/ 
 

 
Ministerial Portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 

 
Bill Bowman (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government whether it has had any discussions with the BBC in 
Scotland about its local democracy reporter scheme, with respect to the viability of 
weekly newspapers. 
 

S5W-30126  
 
Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government has regular discussions with BBC Scotland 
on a number of topics and the BBC has informed the Scottish Government about the 
development of the Local Democracy Reporting Service. 
 
The Scottish Government has provided a range of business support to the Scottish 
newspaper industry and media outlets during the covid-19 pandemic. Businesses 
were able to access the business support set out in find business support website at 
https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/ 
 
In addition to this support, on 14 May 2020 the Cabinet Secretary for Finance 
announced that the Scottish Government will invest £3 million in additional marketing 
activity with Scottish newspapers across the rest of the year. This is on top of the 
additional £440,000 it has already invested in increasing marketing of public health 
messages. On 20 May 2020 the Coronavirus (Scotland) (No. 2) Bill was passed by 
the Scottish Parliament, including an amendment that gives the newspaper industry 
100% rates relief for a year by placing them in the same category as the retail, 
hospitality and leisure sectors. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
 

Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government when youth work is expected to be allowed to restart in a face-
to-face capacity as part of the COVID-19 route map. 
 

S5W-29954  
 
Richard Lochhead: I am pleased to say youth work services have not ceased but 
have continued throughout lockdown, with the sector finding innovative way to 
engage young people in leisure and learning. 
 
As we ease ourselves out of restrictions, the Scottish Government’s first priority is to 
ensure face to face and normal delivery of services can resume safely. I continue to 

https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/hospital-onset-covid-19-cases-in-scotland/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/hospital-onset-covid-19-cases-in-scotland/
https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/
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liaise with a range of stakeholders and partners to assess this situation. Indeed, 
some national youth organisations have already published views on how community 
based youth work may resume services whilst keeping staff and young people safe. 
A short term working group has been created to develop guidance for the CLD 
sector, which includes youth work. We aim to publish this guidance in the coming 
weeks. 
 
As the First Minister announced on 2 July, young people aged 12+ can meet in 
groups of up to 8, which backed up with workplace guidance for CLD, will allow 
Youth Work providers to consider how they can work safely within public health 
guidelines. The route map currently points to an indicative date for outdoor contact 
sports to resume from 13 July. This will offer a further opportunity for youth work 
services to consider how they can offer provision within this context. 
 
Essentially the best thing we can do is supress the virus and reopen society. We 
have made strong progress to date. It is my hope we continue this progress to 
ensure all services can resume to normal delivery as soon as practically and safely 
as possible. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government when it expects respite and day care services for adults 
with learning disabilities to open again. 
 

S5W-30271  
 
Clare Haughey: Respite and day care encompasses a wide variety of types of 
support. Some day care and respite support for people with learning disabilities has 
remained in place with appropriate physical distancing and hygiene measures, whilst 
other services have re-opened, or started to provide support in a different way. 
 
For those services which had had to adapt during or after lockdown, design and 
development of support should be co-produced with people who use social care.  
 
We recognise that communication will be an important factor in helping people 
understand why support may look different from before; and to be confident that it is 
safe. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it plans to prioritise broadband upgrades for 
households with school-age children where there are inadequate connections. 
 

S5W-29981  
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Paul Wheelhouse: Despite all regulatory and legislative responsibility for 
telecommunications resting solely with the UK Government, the Scottish 
Government has taken decisive action to greatly improve digital connectivity in 
Scotland. The £463 million Digital Scotland Superfast Broadband (DSSB) 
programme has delivered transformative results across all parts of the country, 
including Dumfriesshire, where more than 31,000 properties in the constituency are 
now able to access fibre broadband as a direct result of the DSSB roll-out – with 
more than 27,500 able to do so at speeds of at least 24 Megabits per second 
(Mbps).  
 
Of course, I recognise the ever-increasing importance of digital connectivity to all 
aspects of our lives – including education – and the COVID-19 pandemic has only 
served to reinforce that. Situations like this are why we made our commitment to 
ensure that 100% of properties in Scotland are able to access superfast broadband. 
This commitment will be delivered through three strands of activity – the main 
Reaching 100% (R100) contracts; a Scottish Government funded, nationwide 
superfast voucher scheme that will be demand-led; and continued expansion of 
commercial coverage. As you may be aware, the Scottish Government is funding 
£579 million or 96.5% of the £600 million R100 contracts with the UK Government 
contributing 3.5% of funding (£21 million), despite the latter having full responsibility 
for oversight of the UK telecommunications market. 
 
With regards to the R100 contracts for the South and Central regions, surveys are 
being undertaken and we know that BT’s intention is to look to accelerate build 
wherever possible, with our expectation that work will begin in the South lot area this 
month. Of course, in the South of Scotland, specifically, 100% of the build by BT, 
under our £134 million South Lot contract with them for R100, will be for a full fibre 
solution, with speeds of up to one gigabit per second. This is the current ‘gold 
standard’ and a tremendous outcome for almost all of the approximately 26,000 
premises in the Lot area that have yet to receive a superfast broadband service.  
 
We will launch an online checker this summer that will allow owners and tenants to 
determine if and when the R100 contracts will deliver a superfast broadband 
connection to their property.  
 
Anyone who will be unable to access a superfast broadband service before the end 
of 2021 will be eligible for our new nationwide voucher scheme that will provide 
grants to customers in business and domestic premises; offering support to access a 
range of technologies and suppliers to deliver superfast broadband speed services. 
We are working through the details of the scheme, and I will update Parliament in 
due course. 
 
 
. 
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Written questions lodged on 03 July 2020 (Expected answer date: 31 July 
2020) 

S5W-30430 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government what support it 
plans to provide to the North Sea oil and gas workforce during the COVID-19 crisis. 
 
S5W-30431 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government how it proposes to 
include the North Sea oil and gas sector within its economic recovery plans. 
 
S5W-30432 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government whether it plans to 
reinstate the Energy Jobs Task Force to help protect the oil and gas workforce and 
the north east economy as the country enters another economic recession.  
 
S5W-30450 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer 
to question S5W-29576 by Michael Matheson on 16 June 2020, whether it will 
provide an update on the situation Scotland in light of plans to resume driving 
lessons elsewhere in the UK. 
 
S5W-30459 Tom Mason: To ask the Scottish Government what consideration it has 
given to increasing the planned funding settlement for the Scottish National 
Investment Bank to assist businesses that have been negatively affected by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
S5W-30460 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government on what legislative 
basis Police Scotland will enforce the wearing of mandatory face coverings in shops. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30430
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30431
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30432
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30450
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30459
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30460
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer 
reports, which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

