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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Tuesday 30 June 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 30 June can be found on page 4 of this document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 30 June) 
 
 

 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 

 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
light of the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, what consultation it had with colleges 
and private training providers to support the implementation of the 2020-21 Individual 
Training Account scheme. 
 

S5W-30059  
 

Jamie Hepburn: To address current labour market challenges, it was important that 
any delay in our ability to re-open in 2020-21 as a result of the pandemic was 
minimised, and wherever possible, learners are not negatively impacted in the long 
term. 
Both SDS and my officials continue to engage with a broad range of stakeholders 
including, the Scottish Training Federation, Colleges Scotland, Capital City 
Partnership, Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations, Apex and individual 
colleges on the re-opening of ITAs from 1 July 2020, and the development of ITAs in 
their second phase in 2020-21. 
 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government by 
what date it will review the Individual Training Account (a) scheme and (b) grant, and 
whether it will consider increasing the level of grant in 2020-21, in light of the impact 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-30060  
 

Jamie Hepburn: We are developing a responsive, flexible and coherent package of 
employability and skills interventions to address the emerging labour market 
challenges resulting from the Covid-19 crisis. The recommendations of the 
Enterprise and Skills Strategic Board on how we should respond to these 
challenges, which will be received by the Scottish Government on 30 June, are 
clearly important, and will help us to define the role of the Individual Training 
Accounts moving forward. 
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Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what support has been made available to private dentists 
during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-28579  
 

Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government has provided additional funding to support 
NHS dentistry, as the majority of practices see mainly NHS patients.  
Whilst we do have dental practices in Scotland that see only or mainly private 
patients, the significant expansion in NHS dental provision in recent years means 
that the majority of practices see mainly NHS patients.  
For those practices that do provide some private dentistry, the Scottish Government 
has already confirmed NHS financial support should not be a bar for practices to 
claim from other funding sources more appropriately aligned with private dentistry. 
On 18 March 2020 I announced a package of support worth £2.3 billion to limit the 
impact of COVID-19 on the business community. The new measures will be 
delivered during the 2020-21 financial year for non-domestic properties only. They 
include a 1.6% rates relief for all the properties across Scotland, effectively reversing 
the planned below inflation uplift in the poundage for 2020-21. 
On 26 May I announced that we will extend eligibility for the current small business 
grants to small businesses that occupy shared premises where the landlord is the 
ratepayer. Eligible small businesses could apply for a £10,000 small business grant, 
administered by local authorities from 8 June.  
Private dentists as self-employed individuals are subject to the same eligibility 
criteria to the support schemes put in place as any other self-employed individual in 
Scotland. They could have claimed grants under the Coronavirus Job Retention 
Scheme if they are paid via PAYE. There is other support available including 
deferring VAT and deferring self-assessment payments on account, as well as the 
Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan Scheme and the Bounce Back Loan 
Scheme.  
 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many (a) (i) local, (ii) regional and (iii) national newspapers and (b) 
media outlets have ceased operation in the last 12 months; what analysis it has 
carried out of the impact that the COVID-19 outbreak has had on these publications, 
and what support it has provided to them to prevent them from collapse during the 
pandemic. 
 

S5W-29963  
 

Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government does not hold detailed statistics on (a)(i), 
(ii) and (iii). However, data on the number of businesses registered for VAT and/or 
PAYE is available from the Office for National Statistics Inter-Departmental Business 
Register (IDBR). Data from the IDBR show that the number of businesses in the 
newspaper sector has remained steady between March 2018 and March 2019, at 
120 businesses. The newspaper sector has been defined here to include: printing 
and publishing of newspapers, pre-press and pre-media services and news agency 
activities.   
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As regards other media outlets in (b), which include magazines, radio and tv, the 
IDBR shows that the number of businesses in these sectors increased from 525 in 
March 2018 to 540 in March 2019. 
 
During the covid-19 pandemic the Scottish Government has published an 
experimental Monthly Business Turnover Index which gives an early indicator of 
business activity using the survey data held by the Scottish Government. It reports 
the net balance of firms reporting increasing or decreasing turnover, in real terms, 
compared to 12 months ago. Values above 50 indicate more companies are showing 
increased turnover than decreased turnover. The latest results show that in April 
2020, the net balance for Transport, Storage and Communication (which includes 
newspapers and other media outlets) was 24.2, indicating more companies (a 
majority) were showing reduced turnover than increasing. It is available here: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/monthly-business-turnover-index-april-2020/.The 
Scottish Government has also published experimental Monthly GDP Estimates that 
are available here: https://www.gov.scot/publications/monthly-gdp-april-2020/ 
The Scottish Government has also been in close contact with the newspaper sector 
in Scotland and is aware of the issues that it is currently facing.  
 
The Scottish Government has provided a range of business support to the Scottish 
newspaper industry and media outlets during the covid-19 pandemic. Businesses 
were able to access the business support set out in find business support website at 
https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/.  
 
In addition to this support, on 14 May the Cabinet Secretary for Finance announced 
that the Scottish Government will invest £3 million in additional marketing activity 
with Scottish newspapers across the rest of the year. This is on top of the additional 
£440,000 it has already invested in increasing marketing of public health messages.  
On 20 May the Coronavirus (Scotland) (No. 2) Bill passed in the Scottish Parliament 
includes an amendment that gives the newspaper industry 100% rates relief for a 
year, by placing them in the same category as the retail, hospitality and leisure 
sectors. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

https://www.gov.scot/publications/monthly-business-turnover-index-april-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/monthly-gdp-april-2020/
https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/
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Written Questions 

Questions in which a member has indicated a declarable interest are marked 
with an "R". 

Written questions lodged on 30 June 2020 

S5W-30311 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government at what point on 
its COVID-19 route map measures regarding who can be present during maternity 
care appointments will be relaxed. 
S5W-30315 Claudia Beamish: To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management report, Guidance on 
Ecological Survey and Assessment in the UK During the Covid-19 Outbreak, will 
apply to Phase 2 of its route map to allow non-essential outdoor workplaces with 
physical distancing to resume once relevant guidance is agreed, or whether 
Scotland-specific information will now be provided for environmental monitoring.  
S5W-30316 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
review the non-compliance penalties associated with assessor information notices 
from Scottish Assessors, particularly for small businesses that are not professionally 
represented and may be struggling as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-30328 Mike Rumbles: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish 
the evidence that it has taken into consideration when deciding to maintain 
quarantine arrangements for international travel, including potential "air corridors".  
S5W-30329 Mike Rumbles: To ask the Scottish Government, since quarantine 
regulations came into force on 8 June 2020, how many people arriving in Scotland 
have been (a) quarantined, (b) contacted by NHS boards and (c) identified as 
bringing COVID-19 into the country.  
S5W-30330 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will run a 
public awareness campaign on legionella, with advice on how to manage water 
systems during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
S5W-30331 Neil Bibby: To ask the Scottish Government what the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic has been on the level of waste being (a) recycled and (b) sent 
to landfill. 
S5W-30332 Neil Bibby: To ask the Scottish Government whether it is on track to 
meet its target to reduce waste and increase recycling by 2025, and what impact the 
COVID-19 pandemic has had on this. 
S5W-30333 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether 
people returning to Scotland after visiting any part of the rest of the UK will be asked 
to quarantine for 14 days. 
S5W-30334 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether it considers 
that the COVID-19 R rate in parts of Scotland is comparable to areas in England as 
evidenced by the European Centre for Disease Infection and Control report on 29 
June 2020, and how this fits with the First Minister’s comments on stopping people 
from entering the country at the border. 
S5W-30337 Dean Lockhart: To ask the Scottish Government what measures it is 
taking to promote RNIB’s Coronavirus Courtesy Code under its Spaces for People 
initiative. 
S5W-30338 Colin Beattie: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to 
reopen (a) swimming pools, (b) therapy pools and (c) gyms for people dependent on 
these to help deal with medical conditions. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30311
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30315
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30316
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30328
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30329
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30330
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30331
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30332
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30333
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30334
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30337
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30338
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S5W-30339 Daniel Johnson: To ask the Scottish Government what the average 
waiting time for a COVID-19 test result is, and how many have taken more than 48 
hours. 
S5W-30342 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government how many (a) 
letters and (b) emails the Cabinet Secretary for Economy, Culture and Fair Work 
received from businesses in relation to COVID-19 between 20 March and 30 June 
2020, and how many of those have been responded to in full and substantively, not 
including holding replies. 
S5W-30343 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government how many (a) 
letters and (b) emails it received from businesses in relation to COVID-19 between 
20 March and 30 June 2020, and how many of those have been responded to in full 
and substantively, not including holding replies. 
S5W-30344 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government how many (a) 
letters and (b) emails the First Minister received from businesses in relation to 
COVID-19 between 20 March and 30 June 2020, and how many of those have been 
responded to in full and substantively, not including holding replies. 
S5W-30345 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government how many (a) 
letters and (b) emails the Cabinet Secretary for Finance received from businesses in 
relation to COVID-19 between 20 March and 30 June 2020, and how many of those 
have been responded to in full and substantively, not including holding replies. 
S5W-30346 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government what 
communications it has had with specialists who provide medical care for older 
people to help inform its response to the COVID-19 outbreak, broken down by date. 
S5W-30347 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government which areas 
of medical speciality it has consulted to help inform its response to the COVID-19 
outbreak, broken down by date. 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30339
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30342
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30343
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30344
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30345
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30346
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30347

