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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Tuesday 23 June 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 23 June can be found on page 13 of this 
document. 
 
Links to Topical Questions relating to COVID-19 on 23 June, are included at 

page 12. 

 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 23 June) 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Constitution, Europe and External Affairs 
 

Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether members of the merchant navy returning from 
oversees are expected to undertake a 14-day isolation period. 
 

S5W-29802  
 
John Swinney: Under the Health Protection (Coronavirus) (International Travel) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2020 introduced to the Scottish Parliament on Monday 8 
June, anyone returning from overseas to the UK must undertake a 14-day 
quarantine period unless they are classed as exempt. 
 
These regulations include an exemption for Seamen and masters as defined in 
section 313(1) Merchant Shipping Act 1995, maritime pilots as defined in para 22(1) 
of schedule 3A of the Merchant Shipping Act 1995, and inspectors and surveyors of 
ships appointed under section 256 of the Merchant Shipping Act 1995. 
 
This means that seamen (including those in the Merchant Navy) will need to 
complete the Public Health passenger locator form before they travel to the UK, but 
will not be required to self-isolate for 14 days. 
 
On 20 June, the Scottish Government made a minor drafting amendment to the 
original regulations in order to clarify the original policy intention with this exemption 
in Scotland. The full regulations can be found at 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ssi/2020/169. 

 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the comment by Jeane Freeman 
on 20 May 2020 that the Barnett consequentials it has received from “the additional 
resource that the UK Government has committed to care home work…will go to care 
home work in Scotland” (Official Report, c. 31), whether it will confirm how much has 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ssi/2020/169
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been received, also broken down by how much has been allocated to the North East 
Scotland parliamentary region and how this will be distributed in that area. 
 

S5W-29601 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government expects consequentials amounting to 
£58 million from the UK Government’s announcement for care homes, and this 
funding will be passed on in full. However this amount has not yet been confirmed by 
the UK government. 
 
None the less, the Scottish Government is providing support to care homes through 
its initial funding of £50 million to address immediate social care pressures. Detail of 
funding for the North East Scotland parliamentary region is set out in the following 
table. 
 
The Scottish Government is continuing to work closely with Integration Authorities 
and care homes and will provide further funding so that care homes have the 
resources needed throughout this pandemic. This includes additional support for 
delivering the Living Wage and ensuring necessary funding for sick pay where 
employees are ill or self-isolating. Further detail of funding will be made available in 
the Autumn Budget Revision. 
 

Health & Social Care Partnership Share of funding (£m) 

Aberdeen City HSCP 1.9 

Aberdeenshire HSCP 2.3 

Angus HSCP 1.1 

Dundee City HSCP 1.4 

Moray HSCP 0.9 

Perth and Kinross HSCP 1.4 

Total 9.0 

 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government when regular blood donors aged over 70 will be able to resume making 
blood donations. 
 

S5W-29945  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The safety and wellbeing of donors is paramount to the Scottish 
National Blood Transfusion Service. 
 
At this time, individuals aged 70 or over are unable to donate due to their increased 
risk if they become infected with the SARS CoV-2 virus. 
 
This restriction is in place for the protection of donors, and will be reviewed in line 
with Scottish Government guidance. Donors aged 70 or over will be able to donate 
blood again when it is considered safe for them to do so. 
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Andy Wightman (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action it took to implement the recommendations of Exercise 
Cygnus on the UK's pandemic response, including the (a) preparation of a 
methodology for assessing social care capacity and surge capacity, (b) management 
of excess deaths in the community, (c) mapping of capacity of third sector 
organisations and developing a strategy for national direction of voluntary resources 
during a pandemic. 
 

S5W-29743  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the answer to question S5W-28949 by Jeane Freeman on 8 June 2020, what 
scientific advice it was given prior to 1 February 2020 specifically regarding testing 
for COVID-19, and for what reason it did not provide this specific information in its 
answer. 
 

S5W-29770  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will introduce local COVID-19 lockdowns in areas where it believes that 
the R rate might go above 1. 
 

S5W-29771  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what modelling it has undertaken of what impact schools reopening in August 2020 
might have on the R rate. 
 

S5W-29772  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will publish the COVID-19 R rate on a regional basis. 
 

S5W-29773  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the R rate has increased during phase 1 of the route map out of the COVID-
19 lockdown. 
 

S5W-29774  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what assessment it has made of the different phases of the route map out of the 
COVID-19 lockdown and the impact each might have on the R rate. 
 

S5W-29775  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for 
what reason all care home staff have not yet been tested for COVID-19. 
 

S5W-29777  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many people who have tested positive for COVID-19 have the contact tracers 
been in touch with so far, and how many of their contacts have the tracers 
subsequently alerted. 
 

S5W-29776  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for 
what reason it has not provided guidance and resources to local authorities to 
ensure that all care home staff are tested for COVID-19. 
 

S5W-29778  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it plans to roll out COVID-19 antibody testing more widely, and when will 
these tests will be made available by the NHS to the general public. 
 

S5W-29779  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
light of the COVID-19 outbreak, for what reason local authorities are reportedly 
continuing to hire agency staff to work in different care homes. 
 

S5W-29781  
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many care home residents have received COVID-19 tests since it announced 
the expansion of testing, whether they are symptomatic or not. 
 

S5W-29782  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many care home residents have received COVID-19 tests since it announced 
the expansion of testing, whether they are symptomatic or not. 
 

S5W-29782  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many confirmed or presumed COVID-19 deaths that have 
occurred in the home were (a) people who lived alone, (b) people who died alone, 
(c) referred to the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service and (d) subject to a 
post-mortem or toxicological investigation. 
 

S5W-29783  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Edward Mountain (Highland and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what guidance the Cabinet Secretary for 
Health and Sport has given to NHS boards regarding the roadmap to recovery from 
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the COVID-19 outbreak, and when the cabinet secretary will review each board's 
roadmap. 
 

S5W-29797  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what plans are in place to protect cancer 
treatment capacity, in terms of (a) infrastructure and (b) staff, in the event of a 
second surge of COVID cases. 
 

S5W-29807  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has made of potential 
inequalities in access to treatment if treatment, in particular, surgery, is increasingly 
being delivered on a limited number of COVID-19-free sites, and how it plans to 
mitigate any such inequalities. 
 

S5W-29809  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether people contacted through the Test and Protect 
programme will be informed of the location or suspected type of interaction that may 
have led them to come into contact with a person who has tested positive for 
COVID-19, particularly when the positive COVID-19 case has asked to remain 
anonymous through the tracing process. 
 

S5W-29810  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government what steps are being taken to ensure coordination across NHS 
board areas for setting up COVID-19-protected sites for cancer diagnostic and 
treatment services in hospitals. 
 

S5W-29811  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Rural Economy and Tourism 
 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what discussions it has had place with (a) the Association of Scotland’s 
Self-Caterers, (b) the Scottish Tourism Alliance and (c) holiday and caravan park 
representatives regarding when it will be safe to restart businesses. 
 

S5W-29761 
  

Fergus Ewing: The Sottish Government has worked in partnership with the tourism 
industry and with unions to develop guidance for the safe reopening of the tourism 
and hospitality sector. This has been done through the Scottish Tourism Emergency 
Response Group, which includes the Association of Scotland’s Self-caterers and the 
Scottish Tourism Alliance, which in turn also represents the interests of the caravan 
and holiday parks sector. 
 
I have also had numerous calls with sectoral bodies and businesses throughout the 
Covid 19 crisis, including those mentioned above, in which these issues have been 
regularly discussed. 
 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what consideration it has given to a zonal approach to accommodation 
providers in regard to businesses reopening. 
 

S5W-29764  
 

Fergus Ewing: Lifting of restrictions will be informed by the scientific and public 
health evidence available at each review point. The Scottish Government will 
consider the implications of this for our phased approach to opening up the economy 
through the route-mapand will keep all options open while we deal with defeating 
COVID-19. 
  

 

Ministerial portfolio: Social Security and Older People 

 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the estimated cost is of meeting its duties to communicate in an 
inclusive way as set out in section (a) 6 of the Coronavirus (Scotland) (No.2) Act 
2020, (b) 6 (7)(b) of the Consumer Scotland Act 2020 and (c) 4(2) of the Social 
Security (Scotland) Act 2018, and what budget it has allocated to ensure compliance 
with each of these duties. 
 

S5W-29860  
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Shirley-Anne Somerville: The Scottish Government is seeking to meet its duties to 
communicate in an inclusive way by embedding inclusive communication principles 
into the design of its systems and processes rather than create separate products 
and services. When producing or publishing accessible documents the costs is 
incorporated into the wider costs of delivery. This means it is not possible to provide 
a fixed costs for all the action it is taking to communicate in an inclusive way. 
 

Coronavirus Act 2020 

A range actions are being taken forward to ensure the Scottish Government are 
communicating in an accessible way, for example the provision of BSL interpreter at 
the daily briefings, public information documents being produced in a range of 
formats and specialist organisations producing documents in accessible formats for 
particular audiences. It is not possible to give a total amount for all of this work as it 
is not funded through a single budget. 

However, Scottish Government can provide the following individual costs to date  

1. Marketing and Insight Unit Translation Spend to Date: £42,770 

2. Partnership Translations and Accessible Formats – Supported by partnership 
organisations (no cost) 

3. Cost for translators during Ministerial daily updates 

• 2019-20 – £1,200 

• 2020-21 – £5,405  

4. The Scottish Government have developed accessible formats for COVID-19: A 
Framework for Decision Making and Scotland’s route map through and out of the 
crisis. An easy read version is available for both documents and the route map is 
also available in audio and BSL and has been translated into Arabic, Chinese, Polish 
and Gaelic. We will continue to ensure we communicate messages about the route 
map in an inclusive way. The estimated cost of this is £14,800. 

Consumer Act 2020  

The Consumer Scotland Act was introduced to Parliament on 5 June 2019 and 
received Royal Assent on 9 June 2020.  
 
When established, Consumer Scotland will be an independent body accountable to 
Parliament. As such, it will be for the body to consider how best to meet the inclusive 
communication duty and what the associated cost will be. 
 

Social Security (Scotland) Act 2018 

The costs of ensuring that Social Security Scotland deliver an inclusive and 
accessible service is wrapped up in the overall service design and delivery costs of 
social security. It is considered in everything from the words and layout of an 
application form to the selection and fit out of office space. It is not just about the way 
in which Social Security Scotland produce documents it is about every interaction. 
As such, Social Security Scotland cannot pull out a stand alone cost or budget line 
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for meeting these commitments, it is woven through everything that they do. 
However, there are some services that Social Security Scotland procure that can be 
pulled out as a direct contributor to meeting their duties. This includes translation 
costs and provision of materials in alternative formats.  

Some of this is planned in and proactive – for example production of communication 
materials in a range of different formats and languages as agreed with stakeholders 
(e.g. Easy Read, Braille, foreign languages and BSL). Social Security Scotland have 
budgeted £30,000 for this in financial year 2020-21.  

There are other costs that will be demand led – for example language interpretation 
and translation services. Social Security Scotland have budgeted £83,000 for this in 
financial year 2020-21, based on estimates. This is not an upper limit and will be 
revised upward if demand increases. 

 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action it has taken to meet its duties to communicate in an 
inclusive way as set out in section (a) 6 of the Coronavirus (Scotland) (No.2) Act 
2020, (b) 6 (7)(b) of the Consumer Scotland Act 2020 and (c) 4(2) of the Social 
Security (Scotland) Act 2018. 

S5W-29859  

Shirley-Anne Somerville: Inclusive communication means sharing information in a 
way that everybody can understand. It is both important and is a right. Scottish 
Government’s Action Plan, A Fairer Scotland for Disabled People, published in 2016, 
states that in Scotland we want communication to be accessible to, and inclusive of, 
all.  

To support this Scottish Government funds The Inclusive Communication Hub, 
launched in 2016 and managed by Disability Equality Scotland. It is an easy to use 
online tool for all who wish to be more inclusive with the information they give. It 
provides tools and guidance on how to make information accessible to people; and 
provides a central place where accessible information and resources that have been 
developed by organisations throughout Scotland can be accessed.  

 

Coronavirus (Scotland) (No.2) Act 2020 

Scottish Government has taken a range of steps to ensure it is fulfilling its duty to 
provide information in accessible formats: 

• Scottish Government has worked with both the Scottish Commission for 
Learning Disability and Disability Equality Scotland to provide Easy Read versions of 
key UK and Scottish Government documents. 

• Scottish Government has granted funds to Deafblind Scotland to provide 
translations of official UK and Scottish Government advice in Braille, Moon, XXXL 
print and audio. This information is being shared with other organisations working 
with people who may have visual impairment and deafness, and with organisations 
working with older people. 
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• NHS Inform has produced easy read and BSL versions of the COVID-19 
advice and information to ensure it is accessible to all. 

• The Scottish Government arranged for in-situ BSL/English interpreters to 
cover the daily COVID-19 press conferences, and continue to work with 
broadcasters to ensure the interpreter is included in their broadcasts. The Scottish 
Government is also producing BSL versions of key information. 

• British Deaf Association are being funded to produce daily factual news 
summaries from official sources in BSL 

• High quality, HTML documents are produced on all COVID-19 materials to 
make them accessible for users of assistive technology. 

• The Scottish Government has developed accessible formats for COVID-19: A 
Framework for Decision Making and Scotland’s route map through and out of the 
crisis. An easy read version is available for both documents and the route map is 
also available in audio and BSL and has been translated into Arabic, Chinese, Polish 
and Gaelic. We will continue to ensure we communicate messages about the route 
map in an inclusive way. 

 

Consumer Scotland Act 2020 

The Consumer Scotland Act was introduced to Parliament on 5 June 2019 and 
received Royal Assent on 9 June 2020. When established, Consumer Scotland will 
be an independent body accountable to Parliament. As such, it will be for the body to 
consider how best to meet the inclusive communications duty and what the 
associated cost will be.  

 

Social Security (Scotland) Act 2018 

Social Security Scotland’s current capability is as follows: 

• Interpretation, Translation and Transcription services available in over 100 
languages 

• British Sign Language (BSL) video relay service available through Contact 
Scotland 

• Deafblind interpreters, Text Relay and electronic note taker services  

• All letters, information and guidance are available in Braille, Large Print, Easy 
Read and various Audio formats 

• Online content follows the Scottish Government’s accessibility design 
standards. It is compatible with screen reader software on Jaws, Voiceover and Non 
Visual Desktop Access (NVDA) platforms 

The requirement to communicate inclusively is included in Social Security Scotland’s 
Corporate Plan and Our Charter and further work will be undertaken to embed 
inclusive communication principles across the organisation. 
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Work is being guided by user research and stakeholder expertise. An Inclusive 
Communication Reference Group has been created which includes over 20 
representatives from organisations across a wide range of client groups. 
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ORAL QUESTIONS ON 23 JUNE 2020 

Topical Questions 
 
The following questions were asked: 
 

1. David Torrance: To ask the Scottish Government what steps it is taking to reduce 

the transmission of COVID-19 as NHS services resume. (S5T-02293) 

2. Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an 

update on the number of people tracked through its test and trace system, and the 
availability of its digital tool to the public. (S5T-02299) 
 
Answers to all of the above questions can be found in the Official Report of 
proceedings here. 

  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02293
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02299
http://parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12713&i=114987
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Written questions lodged on 23 June 2020 
(Expected Answer Date: 21 July 2020) 

S5W-30168 Graham Simpson: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-28463 by Aileen Campbell on 15 May 2020, whether it will 
provide an update regarding how many people are signed up to the Ready Scotland 
volunteer scheme, and how many are in a volunteering role. 
S5W-30170 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government when it anticipates a 
COVID-19 vaccine will be available to the general public, and what preparatory work 
it is doing in advance regarding (a) workforce planning, (b) prioritisation and eligibility 
and (c) places where people will be vaccinated. 
S5W-30171 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government how many vacancies 
there are in the social care sector, and what action it is taking to improve recruitment 
and retention ahead of winter. 
S5W-30172 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking to ensure that care staff in all settings have the same priority as NHS staff in 
relation to accessing antibody tests. 
S5W-30174 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of BAME 
people reportedly being at higher risk from COVID-19, what action it is taking to 
provide public health messages in languages other than English, and how it ensures 
that these messages are reaching such groups. 
S5W-30175 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government when it will publish 
guidance on the safe use of toilet facilities for accommodation providers ahead of a 
possible reopening of the tourism sector on 15 July 2020. 
S5W-30185 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to 
question S5W-29657 by Clare Haughey on 18 June 2020, for what reason it 
continues to offer asymptomatic testing to other sectors, but not to offshore workers. 
S5W-30198 Sarah Boyack: To ask the Scottish Government what it believes the 
scientific basis and efficacy to be of the "five-mile" rule in its pandemic guidance, and 
for what reason it believes that five miles is more likely to restrict the spread of the 
virus than, for example, 20 miles. 
S5W-30199 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
education secretary's announcement on 23 June 2020 on the proposed full-time 
return to school in August 2020, what plans it has for the learning of those children 
who are shielding due to medical conditions or who live with a family member who is 
shielding. 
S5W-30201 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what the daily COVID-
19 testing capacity is at each (a) NHS laboratory and (b) Lighthouse Labs site. 
 

  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30168
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30170
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30171
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30172
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30174
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30175
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30185
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30198
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30199
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30201
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer 
reports, which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 

 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

