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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Monday 22 June 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 22 June can be found on page 21 of this 
document. 
 
There were no oral questions on 22 June.  
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 22 June) 
 

 
Government Initiated Question 

 
Tom Arthur (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government when the report of the independent Advisory Group on 
Economic Recovery will be published. 
 

S5W-30137 
 

Fiona Hyslop: The Advisory Group on Economic Recovery report Towards a 
robust, resilient wellbeing economy for Scotland will be published on the 
Scottish Government's website at 11.30am on 22 June 2020. 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Constitution, Europe and 
External Affairs 

 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government how it will fulfil its commitment in its COVID-19 
framework for decision making to support Scotland's partner countries of 
Malawi, Zambia and Rwanda to build resilience to, and tackle the impact of, 
COVID-19. 
 

S5W-29862 
 

Jenny Gilruth: We are monitoring the situation particularly closely in our 
African international development partner countries – Malawi, Zambia and 
Rwanda – including through contact with partners and others on the ground. 
 
We are continuing through this unprecedented time to support our African 
partner countries through projects funded under both our International 
Development Fund and our separate Climate Justice Fund. The majority of 
our budget is programmed spend, for 4-5 years at a time, and we are intent 
on continuing to support these projects in our partner countries whilst 
adapting to the challenges that nations are now facing because of COVID-19. 
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At present, all projects that we fund are carrying out impact assessments in 
relation to COVID as part of their end of year reporting - and considering at 
our request, whether their existing project can assist in the Covid response in 
the partner country concerned. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what the timeline is for further talks 
between it, the National Trust for Scotland and Scottish Enterprise, following 
the meeting on 26 May 2020. 
 

S5W-29857 
 

Fiona Hyslop: Following the meeting on 26 May 2020 between Scottish 
Enterprise (SE), the Scottish Government and the National Trust for Scotland 
(NTS), Scottish Enterprise wrote to the NTS on 27 May suggesting that it 
produce a turnaround plan outlining its strategy for recovery including the 
costs and timings of reopening its properties, resuming activities and 
associated resourcing. 
 
This Plan will be used as the basis for future discussions and enable the team 
to assess what specific support measures may be required to get the 
organisation to that point while minimising job losses and property closures. 
The NTS acknowledged that email on 29th May and said that it would seek to 
provide a turnaround plan in 2-3 weeks. Once officials and SE have received 
this information, they will meet again with the NTS to discuss it and explore 
the options available. 
 
Following discussions with Prospect, I have also written to the NTS 
encouraging it to apply Fair Work Principles and to involve the unions in its 
forward planning. 
 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what immediate support it can 
provide to properties owned by the National Trust for Scotland that are unable 
to support social distancing regulations, while the talks over long-
term assistance are ongoing. 
 

S5W-29858 
 

Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government is currently working with 
stakeholders, including the National Trust for Scotland (NTS), to produce 
reopening guidance for museums, galleries and heritage attractions to advise 
how best to implement appropriate measures which ensure their ongoing 
compliance with the physical distancing rules, which are necessary and 
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proportionate to the scale of the threat we are experiencing. The guidance will 
be published shortly.  
 
As I have indicated in response to the Member’s question S5W-29857 on  
22 June 2020, a team from the Scottish Government and Scottish Enterprise 
is currently exploring, with the NTS, options for support and has asked NTS 
for further details.  
 
All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to establish a funding stream 
to assist businesses that will not be able to operate until phase 4 of the 
COVID-19 route map. 
 

S5W-29867 
 

Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government has already provided over £2.3 
billion of support to businesses across Scotland and is continuing to keep the 
needs of business under review as we work to restart the economy safely in 
line with our Routemap. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it plans to ease lockdown restrictions to allow children to 
play with other children from a different household. 
 

S5W-29786 
 

John Swinney: On 18 June, the First Minister announced that we are able to 
move into Phase 2 of the route map. This saw adjustments to the number of 
households able to meet outdoors and those who are eligible, to form an 
extended household.  
 
This now means that people from up to 3 different households will be able to 
meet outdoors. However, we are still advising no more than 8 in any group. 
This will allow children from up to three households to play together outdoors, 
with physical distancing.  
 
We also announced changes that will allow the formation of an ‘extended 
household group’ with one other household. This will allow those who live 
alone (or those living only with children under the age of 18) to be connected 
to another household to provide mutual social support. Children within an 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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extended household group will be able to play together without the need to 
stay 2 metres apart. 
 
 
Edward Mountain (Highland and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many pupils 
with additional support needs (ASN) pupils have not had daily access to an 
ASN teacher during the COVID-19 lockdown, broken down by local authority. 
 

S5W-29795 
 

John Swinney: The information requested is not held by the Scottish 
Government.  
 
Local authorities are best placed to identify how best to meet the needs of the 
children and young people in their local area. 
 
Children and young people with complex additional support needs can 
continue, where appropriate, to attend local hubs to secure continuity in their 
care and support.  We working closely with local government partners to 
ensure that children and young people with additional support needs, and 
their families, are continuing to receive appropriate support. 
 
 
Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what support it will give to 2020-21 probationary 
teachers who will be starting their probationary year in classrooms from 11 
August. 
 

S5W-29814 
 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government is working closely with the General 
Teaching Council for Scotland (GTCS) to ensure that all probationary 
teachers, who start their probationary year in August, will receive the support 
and guidance they require in these unprecedented times. 
 
The GTCS, working in partnership with Local Authority probation managers, 
are responsible for the support provided to probationers on the Teacher 
Induction Scheme. In order to provide all new probationers with personal and 
professional support, GTCS has commissioned the development of specific 
health and wellbeing resources for new probationer teachers which will be 
available by mid-June 2020. 
 
GTCS will also work in partnership with probation managers to identify 
individual probationers who may require bespoke support arrangements.  
 
 
Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To 
as the Scottish Government what support it will provide to 2019-20 
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probationary teachers who missed out on approximately three months of 
classroom teaching experience as a result of COVID-19. 
 

S5W-29815 
 

John Swinney: We are working closely with the General Teaching Council 
for Scotland (GTCS) to ensure that the necessary support and guidance is 
available for all probationers and their mentors in these unprecedented times. 
The GTCS has reduced the in-school element of the probation programme so 
that anyone currently on the Teacher Induction Scheme (TIS) will be required 
to complete a minimum of 120 satisfactory days at school by the end of the 
school session in June 2020 to enable them to achieve the standard for full 
registration.  
 
GTCS will also work in partnership with probation managers to identify 
individual probationers who may require bespoke support arrangements.  
 
 
Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether hand lotion will be provided in schools 
to assist teachers and children when schools return in August 2020. 
 

S5W-29817 
 

John Swinney: As part of the work of the Covid-19 Education Recovery 
Group, we recently published the Coronavirus (COVID-19): re-opening 
schools guidance which includes important sections on personal hygiene. 
 
The guidance states that adequate facilities should be available for hand 
hygiene, and gives as an example the provision of alcohol based hand rub at 
key areas. It also encourages frequent washing/sanitising of hands. Local 
authorities are responsible for developing local delivery plans which should be 
informed by this guidance. 
 
We have committed to keeping the guidance under constant review and 
updated based on the latest advice from Health Protection Scotland. 
 
 
Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether teachers and children returning to 
schools will be required to wear facemasks, and, if so, whether these will be 
provided. 
 

S5W-29816 
 

John Swinney: The Coronavirus (COVID-19): re-opening schools guide sets 
out that the use of PPE by staff within education and childcare facilities should 
be based on a clear assessment of risk and need for an individual child or 
young person. In addition, it sets out where face coverings should be used in 
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relation to school transport. This guidance is being kept under constant review 
and any further updates will be made in line with scientific advice. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform 
 
 
Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what discussions it has had with the owners of (a) Edinburgh 
and (b) Five Sisters Zoo regarding the (i) impact of the COVID-19 lockdown 
on the zoo’s operations and finances and (ii) requirements of the zoo ahead 
of reopening to the public. 
 

S5W-29869 
 

Roseanna Cunningham: Officials have been in close contact with senior 
staff at the Royal Zoological Society of Scotland throughout the pandemic and 
have made direct contact with all Scottish zoos on several occasions. Data on 
the impact of the Covid-19 lockdown was gathered via a questionnaire issued 
to all Scottish zoos in April.  
 
The requirements that zoos must meet in order to be able to re-open are 
clearly laid out in the Scottish Governments Sector Guidance for Tourism and 
Hospitality, which was published on the 18 June. This guidance covers 
comprehensively what the Scottish Government requires zoos, along with 
other tourism and hospitality businesses, to consider as part of their re-
opening and operational strategies. There is also specific zoo industry 
guidance already in place, produced by the British and Irish Association of 
Zoos and Aquariums, which sets out further operational considerations. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Finance 
 
 

Annie Wells (Glasgow) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what support regarding the COVID-19 outbreak 
has been or will be extended to businesses that occupy a unit in a shared 
space, and from what date. 
 

S5W-29752 
 

Kate Forbes: Phase 3 of the scheme was introduced on 8 June and 
extended the £10,000 Small Business Grant to firms occupying shared office 
spaces, business incubators or shared industrial units and who lease the 
space from a registered, rate-paying landlord, providing they can evidence 
that they are required to contribute towards the charges associated with the 
non-domestic rates liability via the ratepayer and that they had at least one 
paid employee on the payroll (not including themselves) as at 17 March. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 

 
 
Mark Ruskell (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what level of lead from shot gameboards is present in 
the human food chain, and what regular analysis it carries out of this. 
 

S5W-29824 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: The testing of gamebirds for the presence of metals such as 
lead is carried out by the Veterinary Medicines Directorate (VMD) as part of 
the National Residues Surveillance Programme in accordance with The 
Animal and Animal Products (Examination for Residues and Maximum 
Residue Limits) (England and Scotland) Regulations 2015. VMD publish 
annual figures on gov.uk. Since 2015 one sample exceeded the Maximum 
Residue Limit for lead, although this was not in Scotland.  
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government for what reason death certification verification checks remain 
suspended. 
 

S5W-29912 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: The Death Certification Review Service was restarted on  
11 May 2020, when it was clear that doing so would not be overly onerous to 
certifying doctors, or prevent delays to the death management process. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, what information it has regarding (a) how many and (b) what 
proportion of people with ME are shielding from the COVID-19 outbreak, and 
what action it is taking to ensure that the people in this group are in receipt of 
adequate support, including with home visits and care assistance. 
 

S5W-29700 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: The criteria agreed by the four UK Chief Medical Officers to 
identify people at the highest risk of severe illness from COVID-19, did not 
include people with Myalgic Encephalomyelitis/ Chronic Fatigue Syndrome 
(ME/CFS). Clinicians and GPs have been using their clinical judgement to 
add individuals to the shielding list if they deem it clinically necessary. It is not 
possible to provide information on the exact reasons why individuals have 
been asked to shield within each specific shielding group as this is not 
recorded in the list of people who have been asked to shield. Anyone that has 
been advised to shield by NHS Scotland is eligible to receive delivery of free 
weekly grocery boxes or priority access to online supermarket delivery slots, if 
they do not have a network of support to assist with this.  
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For anyone in the increased risk group who is unable to access the essentials 
they need, and have no support available to do so, they should contact the 
national helpline on 0800 111 4000. 
 
Guidance on support and information is available on the Scottish Government 
website here Coronavirus: Guidance on support, information, food and other 
essentials.  
 
We expect GPs and Health and Social Care Partnerships to assess people's 
needs and provide care and support accordingly, including home visits, taking 
account of relevant national and clinical guidance for operation during COVID-
19. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will announce at its daily COVID-19 news conferences details of 
the number of deaths related to poverty, and what action is being taken to 
prevent further such deaths. 
 

S5W-29718 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: NRS published additional analysis on COVID-19 deaths by 
deprivation on 13 May and updated their analysis on 17 June. Their reports 
are available here. Public Health Scotland also include some deprivation 
analysis as part of their weekly publication on COVID-19 statistics. 
 
We know that COVID-19 - like many other illnesses – disproportionally affects 
those from poorer backgrounds. We are also aware that underlying health 
conditions which can increase the risk of coronavirus, including heart disease 
and obesity, are more prevalent in poorer communities. 
 
As we emerge from this outbreak, we will act to mitigate these underlying 
health and social inequalities while ensuring that services are provided in a 
way that is proportionate to need. This work will be guided by our “Re-
mobilise, Recover, Re-design: The Framework for NHS Scotland”, published 
on 31 May 2020, which focuses on how to best support those that are most 
vulnerable - socially and clinically - in our society. 
 
More generally, in terms of action and investment so far, we are already 
providing a range of benefits for people on low incomes and those who are 
struggling the most – which offer a higher level of support than the equivalent 
DWP benefits, and to a wider range of people. We have also confirmed £27.6 
million of new funding for local authorities. This is in addition to our £350 
million package of communities funding which already supporting people most 
affected by the pandemic – including more than doubling the Scottish Welfare 
Fund. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-support-information-food-and-other-essentials/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-support-information-food-and-other-essentials/
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/covid19stats
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19
https://www.gov.scot/publications/re-mobilise-recover-re-design-framework-nhs-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/re-mobilise-recover-re-design-framework-nhs-scotland/
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We are acutely aware of the damaging impacts that living in poverty can 
cause. That is why we are committed to building back better and creating a 
fairer and more prosperous Scotland for everyone. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-28644 
by Clare Haughey on 14 May 2020, whether it will provide an update by 
publishing the information requested regarding the number of excess deaths 
on each day since 20 April 2020. 
 

S5W-29629 
 

Clare Haughey: Number of “excess” deaths which occurred by day between 
20 April 2020 and 31 May 2020 compared with “what would normally have 
been expected” based on the previous 2 years. 
 

 Deaths 
in 2020 

Annual average 
deaths from 

2000 to 2019 

Difference: 
"excess" deaths 

on this basis 

Month Died Day Died    

Apr 20 277 151 126 

 21 256 152 104 

 22 239 155 84 

 23 232 153 79 

 24 242 154 88 

 25 268 150 118 

 26 243 149 94 

 27 225 148 77 

 28 209 155 54 

 29 253 157 97 

 30 226 149 77 

May 1 220 150 70 

 2 229 150 79 

 3 218 148 70 

 4 237 148 89 

 5 195 151 44 

 6 216 153 63 

 7 208 152 56 

 8 216 150 66 

 9 208 144 64 

 10 185 150 35 

 11 175 143 32 

 12 170 147 23 

 13 208 150 59 

 14 188 148 40 

 15 170 142 28 

 16 159 148 11 
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 17 167 149 18 

 18 182 152 30 

 19 192 140 52 

 20 162 146 16 

 21 185 142 43 

 22 159 151 8 

 23 147 146 1 

 24 149 145 4 

 25 170 149 21 

 26 159 151 8 

 27 173 144 29 

 28 150 148 2 

 29 163 142 21 

 30 139 146 -7 

 31 135 148 -13 

Total 20 Apr to 31 May 8304   

 
NB: this was run on 9 June, and there may be a slight undercount in the 
figures for some of the later dates in 2020 (deaths not registered in time to be 
included in our SAS dataset on 9 June) 
 
 
David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government what resources it is making available to support the 
mental health of care home staff dealing with the impact of COVID-19. 
 

S5W-29708 
 

Clare Haughey: I am working closely with partners across the health and 
social care sector, including NHS Boards, Health and Social Care 
Partnerships and local employers, to ensure mental health and wellbeing 
support is in place for the workforce.  
 
A range of support services has been established at local level, including staff 
wellbeing ‘hubs’, common rooms and rest areas, helplines and listening 
services, links with Occupational Health and Chaplaincy services, peer 
support, leadership development and coaching initiatives, mental health 
guidance and digital offerings. We have encouraged the sharing of services 
across health and social care to ensure as many people as possible can 
benefit from these.  
 
On 11 May, we launched the National Wellbeing Hub for health and social 
care workers (www.promis.scot). The Hub signposts staff, unpaid carers, 
volunteers and their families to relevant services, and provides a range of 
self-care and wellbeing resources designed to support the workforce as they 
respond to the impact of Covid-19. The Hub is part of a programme of activity 
at the national level which includes the allocation of a further £3.8 million to 
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begin to increase the capacity of NHS 24’s Mental Health Hub and Breathing 
Space service, alongside increased access to digital therapies. 
 
Based on evidence and experiences here and internationally, we will continue 
to explore how best to respond to those who need more specialist mental 
health support and care over the coming months.  
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will publish the advice it has been given in relation to 
the effects of shielding on mental health and wellbeing. 
 

S5W-29788 
 

Clare Haughey: Our mental health and wellbeing response to the COVID-19 
pandemic will be led by emerging evidence as it becomes available. The 
Mental Health Research Advisory Group has been established to follow 
research developments to understand the medium and long term impacts of 
the Covid-19 pandemic on mental health and will allow us to put evidence-
based services and support in place to help meet the mental health needs of 
the population. Minutes from their meetings are published on the Scottish 
Government’s website. 
 
A survey of the experiences of almost 13,000 shielded people carried out by 
Public Health Scotland, which closed on 14 June, will also inform our 
approach. A full report on the findings will be published later in the summer. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what steps it is taking to ensure that there will be no shortage of 
(a) COVID-19 tests and (b) PPE if there is a second wave of the virus. 
 

S5W-29780 
 

Clare Haughey: We continue to work closely with all parts of the UK to 
ensure we all benefit from mutual co-operation on procurement and 
distribution. The Scottish Government has its own supply, procurement and 
logistics arrangements in place working with manufacturers in Scotland and 
globally to ensure we have adequate supplies and this will continue, in the 
event of a second wave of COVID-19. 
 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to 
concerns that almost 50% of NHS Grampian employees cannot be fitted with 
FFP3 masks due to these items failing sealing tests. 
 

S5W-29838 
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Clare Haughey: It is not correct that 50% of NHS Grampian employees 
cannot be fitted with FFP3 masks. One particular new FFP3 mask has been 
trialled by a number of health boards, and the initial face fit testing has shown 
a high failure rate (50%). As NHS boards, including Grampian, have a wide 
range of mask types available, this is not the same as saying that 50% of staff 
cannot be successfully face fit tested. 
 
In Grampian, 5621 staff who may be (or may have been) required to wear an 
FFP3 mask have been tested on at least one FFP3 mask. Of those, 921 staff 
(16.5%) did not obtain a pass on the mask they were tested on. It should be 
noted that not everyone in that 16.5% figure will have been tested on all the 
masks available. 
 
Staff who cannot be fitted with an FFP3 are excluded from aerosol generating 
procedures, which is often possible as part of the skills mix.  
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S5W-28179 by Clare Haughey on 8 June 
2020, whether it will provide the information that was requested regarding the 
number of ventilators ordered. 
 

S5W-29805 
 

Clare Haughey: The Scottish Government ordered 904 ventilators from a 
wide range of manufacturers in March. This number was reduced in May as a 
result of suppliers de-committing and to bring in line with our maximum ICU 
surge capacity of over 700 beds, plus additional capacity if needed. As at 11 
June, we have received 149 ventilators from Scottish procurement and 98 
ventilators from the joint UK procurement exercise. We expect more deliveries 
to arrive over the coming weeks. 
 
These additional ventilators in conjunction with the repurposed anaesthetic 
machines has meant that, at no point to date in the outbreak, has the NHS 
had insufficient critical care capacity to deal with COVID-19 and emergency 
demand. Further, NHS Scotland is well positioned should cases of the virus 
start to rise again. This is confirmed in the Scottish Intensive Care Society 
Audit Group (SICSAG) report, published on 3 June which shows that there 
has been more than enough ICU capacity to deal with the impact of the crisis. 
 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what support is being 
provided to NHS boards to ensure that they are provided with FFP3 masks 
that have the highest fitting success rate. 
 

S5W-29839 
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Clare Haughey: It has always been the principle within hospital settings to 
have a range of FFP masks available to help support finding the right fit for a 
range of faces. Normally there are at least three different FFP masks 
available in NHS Scotland supply, all with a high fit rate and high quality. 
During the peak period of COVID-19, that supply variation of FFP increased 
to a mix of 7 known and trusted FFP mask products. The supply of a larger 
range of masks that suit a broader range of faces has helped provide even 
greater choice for supporting variance in face shapes during the face-fit 
testing process on the front line. 
 
In addition to this, the National Manufacturing Institute Scotland is now 
working with NHS NSS on using research and innovation to make long term 
improvements to the FFP mask design and manufacturing process. Samples 
of masks that have a good face-fit pass rate have been passed on to NMIS, 
who are using scanning and digital fitting methods to quantify what defines a 
“good face-fit” for a range of face sizes, large and small. This innovative work 
is ongoing and will complement the established face-fit testing process. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what specific guidance there is for care homes regarding 
COVID-19 and residents who have learning disabilities. 
 

S5W-29698 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many care home residents aged (a) under 65 and (b) 65 or 
over have learning disabilities. 
 

S5W-29699 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government, in light of reports that Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic 
(BAME) people may be disproportionately affected by COVID-19, and the 
issuing of interim guidance for health and social care employers on this issue, 
how it is ensuring the implementation of guidance in the (a) care home sector 
and (b) NHS in order to protect staff. 
 

S5W-29705 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
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I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government what it is doing to support care home providers to help 
prevent transmission of COVID-19 in residential care home settings. 
 

S5W-29707 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government what steps it is taking to improve care homes' access to 
NHS services. 
 

S5W-29710 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what evidence it has received on the effectiveness or otherwise 
of the disinfection of public places as a measure to reduce the spread of 
COVID-19. 
 

S5W-29730 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what advice it has provided to local authorities on the disinfection 
of public places as a measure to reduce the spread of COVID-19. 
 

S5W-29731 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many times in (a) 2018, (b) 2019, and (c) 
each month of 2020, ministers requested the inspection of a care home for 
adults under section 55 of the Public Services Reform (Scotland) Act 2010. 
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S5W-29753 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many inspections were carried out by the Care 
Inspectorate of care home for adults in each year since 2014, and how many 
of these were return inspections. 
 

S5W-29754 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government what assessment was made of the ability of (a) care 
home services for adults and (b) other care services, which had an 
unsatisfactory or weak grading to deal with the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-29755 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-26399 by Jeane 
Freeman on 22 November 2019, how many care homes for adults have been 
graded as (a) unsatisfactory and (b) weak for “Quality of staffing/How good is 
our staff team?” since 1 August 2019. 
 

S5W-29756 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government on how many occasions in (a) 2018, (b) 2019 and (c) 
2020 the Care Inspectorate has imposed emergency conditions, under 
section 67 of the Public Services Reform (Scotland) Act 2010, on providers in 
respect of (i) care homes for adult and (ii) other care services. 
 

S5W-29757 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
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I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many patients who were discharged from hospital 
in each month of 2020 were transferred into care homes that had either an (a) 
unsatisfactory or (b) weak grading from the Care Inspectorate. 
 

S5W-29758 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government for the number of patients discharged from hospital, in 
each month of 2020, who were transferred to care homes that had reported a 
confirmed or suspected case of COVID-19. 
 

S5W-29759 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government how it is monitoring the impact of expanded COVID-19 
testing (a) of social care staff and (b) generally. 
 

S5W-29715 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): 
To ask the Scottish Government what regulations govern the operation of 
mobile ice-cream vans; whether it has any plans to review these, and what 
impact the COVID-19 outbreak has had on them. 
 

S5W-29803 
 

Ash Denham: Mobile ice-cream vans are licensed as street traders under the 
Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982. The legislative framework devolves 
most aspects of the creation and management of the licensing regime to local 
licensing authorities.  
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The Scottish Government considers that the 1982 Act works well in allowing 
licensing authorities sufficient flexibility to adapt their licensing regimes to their 
local circumstances. The Scottish Government has no plans at this time to 
make changes to the street traders licensing regime. 
 
Such traders are permitted to operate under COVID-19 restrictions provided 
that they can do so safely in line with Scottish Government guidance.  
 

Ministerial portfolio: Rural Economy and Tourism 
 
 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government which tourist attractions it considers will not be allowed 
to reopen at phase 3 of its COVID-19 route map. 
 

S5W-29760 
 

Fergus Ewing: As announced on 10 June, it is hoped the tourism and 
hospitality sector, including visitor attractions and accommodation providers, 
can start to reopen on 15 July, subject to the criteria being met for phase 3 of 
the route map to commence. Businesses must implement a risk based 
approach to ensure they are compliant with guidance, which will be kept 
under regular review. This will determine the readiness of businesses across 
the sector to be able to open safely in phase 3. More detail on the lifting of 
restrictions will be given at each review point. 
 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government what consideration it has given to a phased approach to 
reopening accommodation providers. 
 

S5W-29762 
 
Fergus Ewing: In line with the Route-map 'through and out of the crisis' 
published on 21 May, it has been assessed that restrictions on all 
accommodation providers will be eased in phase 3. We understand some 
sectors, such as self-catering, may be able to operate social distancing more 
easily than others, however safe reopening of the sector is dependent on 
other factors besides the facilities they provide, such as the lifting of travel 
restrictions, and this must be done in a holistic way to ensure it is safe and 
compliant with wider efforts to protect public health. 
 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it distinguishes between accommodation 
providers that have shared facilities and those that do not in terms of its 
COVID-19 route map, and, if so, whether they will be considered at different 
phases. 
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S5W-29763 

 
Fergus Ewing: In line with the Route-map 'through and out of the crisis' 
published on 21 May, it has been assessed that restrictions on all 
accommodation providers will be eased in phase 3. We understand some 
sectors, such as self-catering, may be able to operate social distancing more 
easily than others, however safe reopening of the sector is dependent on 
other factors besides the facilities they provide, such as the lifting of travel 
restrictions, and this must be done in a holistic way to ensure it is safe and 
compliant with wider efforts to protect public health. 
 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government what guidance it will provide to businesses and tourist 
attractions that are allowed to reopen at phase 3 of its COVID-19 route map. 
 

S5W-29767 
 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government will publish safe workplace 
guidance for the tourism and hospitality sector soon. This has been 
developed in partnership with industry and unions in line with our Fair Work 
principles.  
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 
 
Dean Lockhart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government when it expects to publish 
its postponed Infrastructure Investment Plan. 
 

S5W-29834 
 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government originally planned to publish 
the Infrastructure Investment Plan in June 2020 but publication was delayed 
in order to focus on the immediate health crisis presented by COVID-19.  
 
Investment in infrastructure offers the greatest opportunity to boost inclusive 
economic growth and has a key role to play in our wider economic response 
to the pandemic. In recognition of this, Scottish Ministers’ recent Return to 
Work programme announced £230m of fresh infrastructure projects to re-
allocate in-year underspends arising from Covid to new economic activity. 
 
It is important that the focus of the Infrastructure Investment Plan aligns with 
supporting Scotland’s medium to longer-term social and economic recovery 
from the Covid pandemic. The timetable for publication is not yet fixed. 
However I anticipate publication in the Autumn, building on the work of the 
Infrastructure Commission for Scotland.  
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Dean Lockhart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to 
promote (a) domestic and (b) international routes from Scottish airports to 
support the aviation industry’s recovery after the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-29873 
 

Michael Matheson: We are working with Scotland’s airports to re-establish 
connectivity to support business and the inbound tourism market, focusing 
first on the most important routes serving key markets. The rate at which 
routes can be re-established depends on travel restrictions at home and 
abroad, and the extent to which airlines have reduced fleets as a result of the 
crisis. 
 
The Scottish Government has always recognised the importance of 
Scotland’s connectivity and we have been proactive in our air route 
development work in the past. That work will continue to help Scotland’s 
airports restore connectivity, albeit in a very challenging environment. 
 
 
Dean Lockhart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what changes it will make 
to planning guidelines to allow (a) temporary and (b) permanent (i) cycle and 
(ii) bus lanes to be introduced more quickly. 
 

S5W-29876 
 

Michael Matheson: There will be no changes to planning guidelines as these 
types of measures are classed as permitted developments under planning 
rules. 
 
Local authorities already have the ability to put in place Temporary Traffic 
Regulation Orders (TTROs) which allows them to install temporary measures 
to allow for physical distancing, cycling and bus lanes if they deem these to 
be necessary.   
 
The Scottish Government issued guidance on this matter to all 32 local 
authorities on the 28 April 2020. This guidance can be found at: 
https://www.transport.gov.scot/publication/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-
temporary-traffic-regulation-orders-and-notices/. 
 
Local authorities also have the ability to introduce such measures on a 
permanent basis via Traffic Regulation Orders (TRO). We are currently 
undertaking a review of the TRO process and looking at areas of concern 
which have previously been highlighted by stakeholders. 
 
 

https://www.transport.gov.scot/publication/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-temporary-traffic-regulation-orders-and-notices/
https://www.transport.gov.scot/publication/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-temporary-traffic-regulation-orders-and-notices/
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Dean Lockhart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government when it expects ScotRail 
services to return to a full timetable as part of the easing of the lockdown 
restrictions, and whether this will be before schools are scheduled to return on 
11 August 2020. 
 

S5W-29874 
 

Michael Matheson: In line with prevailing Scottish Government guidance 
Abellio ScotRail has adopted a phased recovery approach to returning rail 
passenger services to pre COVID-19 levels.  
 
Plans are being developed for a further increase in rail passenger services to 
be facilitated in August 2020 prior to the schools in Scotland returning.  
 
 
Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government when it expects self-
employed driving instructors to be able to resume driving lessons with the 
general public. 
 

S5W-29883 
 

Michael Matheson: Having clear guidance in order for businesses to restart 
safely is vital, particularly as there is a heightened risk of transmission of the 
virus between instructors and learner drivers due to their proximity during 
lessons, so we are developing guidance for driving instructors as a matter of 
urgency. The guidance will be based on the best available public health 
advice in Scotland and will include clarification of what phase of Scotland’s 
Route Map that driving instructors can restart with appropriate risk 
assessment and hygiene measures in place.  
 
 
Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government when it expects driving test 
centres to be able to reopen for driving tests. 
 

S5W-29884 
 

Michael Matheson: The Driver & Vehicle Standards Agency is responsible 
for driver testing and test centres. Whilst the timing of the reopening of test 
centres and the resumption of driving tests is reserved to the UK Government, 
that decision would have to be in line with the Scottish route map out of 
lockdown and guided by Scottish public health advice.  
 
 
 

 
  

https://www.gov.scot/news/route-map-for-moving-out-of-lockdown/
https://www.gov.scot/news/route-map-for-moving-out-of-lockdown/
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Written questions lodged on 22 June 2020 

 
(Expected Answer Date: 20 July 2020) 

S5W-30129 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government what 

measures it has taken to support large youth organisations such as the 

Scouts and Boys' Brigade that do not qualify for existing third sector interface 

funding. 

S5W-30131 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government whether guidance 

will be produced for tradespeople to enter homes to undertake non-essential 

work. 

S5W-30132 Finlay Carson: To ask the Scottish Government how many 

applications have been made to the Pivotal Enterprise Resilience Fund, and 

how many have been successful, broken down by postcode area. 

S5W-30133 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government how many 

digital or technical devices have been distributed to households since March 

2020 to assist with home schooling, blended learning or virtual classes and 

teaching, broken down by local authority area. 

S5W-30134 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government whether (a) 

dentists and (b) dental staff will be included in its list of key workers. 

S5W-30138 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government when it 

will permit the partners of pregnant women to attend antenatal 

appointments during the easing of the COVID-19 lockdown.  

S5W-30139 Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government what 

assessment it has made of the impact of the reduction of dental services 

during the COVID-19 outbreak on oral cancer detection and survival rates. 

S5W-30143 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government, since 

being offered the option to do so, how much each local authority 

has transferred from its early year childcare to its schools' budget. 

S5W-30144 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 

provide an update on what percentage of children in each local authority area 

are attending education hubs. 

S5W-30145 Mark Griffin: To ask the Scottish Government what universal 

credit household characteristic management information it has received from 

DWP since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, and how frequently this 

information has been updated. 

S5W-30146 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what the 

financial impact of the COVID-19 pandemic has been on university (a) cancer 

and (b) other medical research projects, also broken down by how many 

projects (i) have been stopped and (ii) are delayed. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30129
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30131
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30132
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30133
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30134
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30138
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30139
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30143
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30144
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30145
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30146
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S5W-30148 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government how many 

people are employed in university (a) cancer and (b) other medical research 

projects, and what the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic has been on the 

number in post. 

S5W-30149 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government how many 

people have had a faecal immunochemical test delayed because of 

the COVID-19 pandemic, and what plans are in place to ensure that the 

people assumed most at risk are tested as early as possible. 

S5W-30150 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government how many 

people have had a breast screening appointment delayed because of 

the COVID-19 pandemic, and what plans are in place to ensure that the 

people assumed most at risk are tested as early as possible. 

S5W-30151 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government how many 

people in each cancer screening programme have had their appointment 

delayed because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

S5W-30152 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government how many 

people with non-COVID-19-related conditions have taken part in clinical trials 

in each of the last 12 months.  

S5W-30153 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what 

information it has regarding what impact the COVID-19 pandemic has had on 

donations to (a) cancer and (b) other medical research, and what support it 

can make available to compensate for any shortfall. 

S5W-30155 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government how it has 

used the skills of the medical research sector to respond to the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

S5W-30156 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what analysis 

it has carried out of the possible long-term outcomes for people with cancer of 

delays and cancellations to their treatment because of the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

S5W-30157 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what action 

it has been taking during the COVID-19 pandemic to encourage people who 

are concerned that they might have cancer to seek medical advice.  

S5W-30158 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what clinical 

guidance it has issued during the COVID-19 pandemic for the monitoring of 

people on waiting lists to ensure that their condition does not deteriorate.  

S5W-30159 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government how many 

people on the COVID-19 shielding list have died, and what information it has 

regarding how many died from conditions other than the virus. 

S5W-30160 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government which clinical 

trials have been paused due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30148
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30149
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30150
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30151
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30152
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30153
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30155
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30156
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30157
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30158
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30159
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30160
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S5W-30161 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government how many 

cancer-related surgeries have been (a) cancelled and (b) delayed because of 

the COVID-19 pandemic. 

S5W-30162 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what 

information it has regarding the number of people with cancer 

whose treatment has been cancelled or delayed because of the COVID-19 

pandemic and whose condition has since become inoperable. 

S5W-30163 Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government whether it 

considers root canal procedures to be classed as urgent dental care. 

S5W-30166 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government which 

employment agencies it is using to employ COVID-19 contact tracers, and 

what information it has on how much these agencies are charging it for these 

workers per hour compared with how much the workers themselves receive.  

S5W-30167 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what information 

it has on how busy COVID-19 telephone contact tracers have been since the 

test and protect scheme launched; how many calls per week they are making, 

and what its response is to reports that some tracers have been making only 

a small number of calls per week and have had little or no other work to do. 

 

  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30161
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30162
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30163
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30166
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30167
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to 
COVID-19, answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily 
written answer reports, which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by 
keyword, MSP asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by 
date and other filters, through the advanced search function on the 
Parliament’s website here. 

 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

