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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Friday 19 June 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 19 June can be found on page 22 of this 
document. 
 
There were no oral questions on 19 June.  

 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 19 June) 
 

 

Government Initiated Question 

 
Emma Harper (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on NHS boards’ plans 
to resume services that were paused during the initial phase of the COVID-19 
emergency. 
 

S5W-30112 

Jeane Freeman: On 31 May we published Re-mobilise, Recover, Re-design: 
the framework for NHS Scotland (https://www.gov.scot/publications/re-
mobilise-recover-re-design-framework-nhs-scotland/).  
 
The Framework sets out how NHS Boards will follow national and local clinical 
advice in order safely and gradually to prioritise resumption of some paused 
services over the coming weeks and beyond, while retaining sufficient 
capacity to deal with COVID-19. 
 
NHS Boards have continued to protect key services throughout the pandemic 
and are now gradually resuming services across key specialties including 
cardiology, urology, trauma and orthopaedics, as well as endoscopies and 
other diagnostic services. Patients will be seen on the basis of clinical need, 
and anyone who has been offered an outpatient or diagnostics appointment or 
a date for surgery should attend in order to ensure that they receive the 
treatment and care that they require. 
 
We know that COVID-19 is likely to be with us for some time to come, so we 
will have to continue to balance the safe and effective resumption of services 
with the need to keep the virus under control; continuing to protect the NHS 
and ensuring that there is capacity to deal with any cases of the virus that 
need hospital treatment. 
 
Whilst Scotland has moved to Phase 2 of the route map, we should not forget 
that our NHS is still on an emergency footing. Health Boards and their 
planning partners will continue to work on safely resuming services whilst 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/re-mobilise-recover-re-design-framework-nhs-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/re-mobilise-recover-re-design-framework-nhs-scotland/
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protecting COVID-19 capacity, as informed by the evidence, clinical priorities 
and associated national frameworks and guidance. 
 
As we move into Phase 2, I am pleased to report that NHS Boards are making 
good progress in planning the safe resumption of paused services. Boards 
are continuing to review how services are delivered so that treatment can be 
effectively provided whilst ensuring that staff and patients are safe. This work 
will take time and, in some cases, will mean that how patients access services 
will look and feel different.   
 
Resuming services safely will mean additional use of PPE, environmental 
cleaning and physical distancing in clinical areas which will reduce the 
number of patients who can be seen during a clinical session. 
 
A summary provided on services which are planned to be resumed, by 
territorial Board area prior to the end of July, was published on 19 June 
(https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-mobilisation-of-key-
clinical-services/).  
 
There remains further work to be done to resume elective treatments. We are 
working with NHS Boards to resume these services as soon as possible, 
including examining all resources, such as the Golden Jubilee National 
Hospital and NHS Louisa Jordan. 
 

 

Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 

 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will provide specific social distancing 
guidance for the use of communal or shared tenement gardens. 
 

S5W-29879  
 
Kevin Stewart: The Scottish Government has provided clear guidance in 
accordance with public health advice and physical distancing measures on 
the safe use of all outdoor areas. This covers all outdoor spaces including the 
use of communal or shared tenement gardens.  
 

 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 

Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what (a) guidance and (b) funding is being provided to support 
educational provision for schoolchildren with ME, including with (i) one-to-one 
tuition at home and (ii) online coursework with teacher support. 
 

S5W-29701  
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-mobilisation-of-key-clinical-services/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-mobilisation-of-key-clinical-services/
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John Swinney: One of our key priorities is to ensure that children and young 
people with additional support needs, including those arising from health or 
disability, who may be finding this difficult time particularly challenging, 
continue to be supported with their learning, whether at home or at a local 
hub. 
 
We have published a range of guidance to support schools, local authorities 
and families during this time. This includes guidance for term 4 that gives an 
overview of the measures in place and steps being taken, at a national and 
local level, to support all children and young people’s learning, including those 
with additional support needs; and guidance to help local authorities, early 
learning centres and schools continue to support children and young people's 
learning during the coronavirus outbreak, including advice on the provision of 
blended learning for children and young people who need support.  
 
Children and young people with additional support needs have been, and will 
continue to be, provided with bespoke learning activities from their schools 
and local authorities. Support and advice is also available for their parents 
and carers though our Parent Club website and from a range of partner 
organisations. 
 
We are working closely with local authorities and other partners to ensure all 
children and young people continue to be supported with their learning and 
that their needs are fully considered as we look, and plan, ahead. 
 
 
David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government what it is doing to increase (a) skills and (b) capacity 
within Scotland's workforce to support the care home industry. 
 

S5W-29709  
 
Maree Todd: The Scottish Government has been working with 
representatives of Scottish Care, Care Home Providers, the Care 
Inspectorate, NES and the Scottish Social Services Council, to produce a 
number of resources which will support care home staff during the Covid-19 
pandemic.  
 
SSSC have produced guidance in partnership with NHS Education for 
Scotland which provides useful resources and links to support employers with 
training for existing as well as redeployed workers across the sector. The 
guidance is a national resource which will support the frontline workforce in 
health and social care. A number of resources, specific to care homes has 
also been published on the Scottish Government website which can be 
accessed here: 
 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-care-home-staffing-
and-escalation-resources/ 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-care-home-staffing-and-escalation-resources/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-care-home-staffing-and-escalation-resources/
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In terms of the workforce capacity, the Scottish Government worked with 
COSLA, NES and the Scottish Social Services Council (SSSC) to deliver a 
national approach to recruitment, regulation and deployment and to 
accelerate the expansion of workforce capacity. A new Accelerated 
Recruitment Portal opened on 29 March to encourage health and social care 
workers who left their profession in the last three years to return to the 
workforce during the pandemic. Over 2,000 former social care workers noted 
interest in the portal and at the start of June, 970 people had been processed, 
245 of which have been matched with an employer in the social care sector – 
the majority of which have been in either Care Homes or Care at Home 
services. A further 700 people are available on the portal for employers that 
need them. 
 
 
David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its position is on developing a "Care Home 
Professional" worker definition for registration with the Scottish Social 
Services Council, which could include training and skills such as infection 
control. 
 

S5W-29713  
 
Maree Todd: We currently have no plans to introduce a professional care 
home worker category. 
 
Registration with the Scottish Social Services Council (SSSC), the regulator 
for the social services workforce in Scotland, already means that care home 
workers are part of a professional and regulated workforce similar to teachers 
and nurses. In adult care home services, the workforce is currently registered 
either as support workers, practitioners, supervisors or managers depending 
on roles and responsibilities.  
 
Registration is based on achieving minimum qualifications. Employers also 
have a responsibility in making sure staff are trained for the role they are 
being asked to undertake. All registered staff require to evidence continuous 
professional learning (CPL) as part of their continued registration. The SSSC 
is considering a change to current regulation rules so that it can mandate 
specific training that we may want people to undertake as part of their CPL. 
This would involve discussion with the Care Inspectorate, the regulator for 
care services, as well the sector and Scottish Government. 
 
Staff in care homes can already train in infection control. A National Infection 
Prevention and Control Manual, developed by NHS Education Scotland has 
been in place since 2012, the most recent update being October 2019. It 
provides a training framework and e-learning resources linked to certification 
that supports the practice of health and social care staff. As mentioned in my 
response to your question S5W-29709, additional guidance and learning 
resources have also been made available to support staff during the COVID-
19 pandemic.  
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We are working hard to learn lessons from COVID-19's effect on care homes, 
which has sadly impacted so terribly on so many individuals and families 
across Scotland. We will continue to do that so we can best ensure existing 
approaches are strengthened over the coming weeks and months. 
 
 
David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its position is on whether SVQ training for care 
staff prepared the workforce sufficiently to protect both staff and the people 
they work with during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-29714  
 
Maree Todd: SVQs equip workers with an overview of the knowledge, values 
and skills required to work with individuals in a range of settings where people 
may have different needs. They are based on National Occupational 
Standards and are designed to ensure that staff have the appropriate skills 
and knowledge to provide safe, quality care and support to people who use 
care services.  
 
In addition, given the unique circumstances of the Covid-19 pandemic, my 
answer to your questions S5W-29709 and S5W-29713 on 19 June 2020 set 
out what Scottish Government and key partners have done to provide specific 
guidance to support and protect care staff, and the individuals they support, 
during the pandemic. 
 
The workforce's immense contribution, care, courage and dedication in these 
times should be widely recognised. 
 
All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government, in light of its suggestion that outdoor spaces 
and outdoor learning will be key to schools reopening, how outdoor residential 
centres fit into this. 
 

S5W-29737  
 
John Swinney: There is potential for outdoor settings to be utilised more 
often as schools reopen. The outdoors provides greater space for education 
to be delivered whilst physical distancing is in place. 
 
In light of this, Scottish Government officials have held discussions with a 
number of organisations within the outdoor learning sector and this includes 
organisations that run outdoor residential centres. Those discussions have 
covered the potential for residential centres to be used to help schools deliver 
learning at a safe physical distance and for the experienced staff at centres to 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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help teachers to effectively deliver learning in an outdoor environment. We 
continue to engage with the sector. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what budget it is providing to local authorities in 
order for them to provide outdoor learning. 
 

S5W-29738  
 
John Swinney: In accordance with the Education (Scotland) Act 1980 the 
responsibility for the delivery of education rests with individual local 
authorities. It is the responsibility of individual local authorities to allocate the 
total financial resources available to them, including on outdoor learning, on 
the basis of local needs and priorities.  
 
The majority of authorities’ education funding is provided via the General 
Revenue Grant. However, additional funding is provided via the £750 million 
Attainment Scotland Fund which includes Challenge Authorities funding, an 
additional schools programme and Pupil Equity Funding. This funding can be 
used flexibly to achieve equity in education. This can include spending on 
outdoor learning experiences. 
 
In addition, in May 2020 the Scottish Government announced funding of 
£159,000 to expand Living Classroom’s Virtual Nature School programme 
across the country. This work will provide professional training and learning 
materials to early learning and childcare practitioners looking to take learning 
outdoors. 
 
The Scottish Government has also provided funding to support the 
development of the ‘Going Out There’ and ‘Out To Play’ guidance documents. 
These documents provide educators with a comprehensive guide to all the 
practical and legal considerations needed to take learning outside and beyond 
the learning estate.  
 
Following the closure of schools and to assist with planning for the blended 
learning approach, Education Scotland has also developed an outdoor 
learning ‘Wakelet’. This provides educators with access to resources, 
guidance and advice relating to outdoor learning. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what discussions it has had with third sector 
organisations, including Scouts Scotland, Girlguiding Scotland and the 
Outward Bound Trust, to help upskill school staff in providing outdoor 
learning. 
 

S5W-29739  
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John Swinney: Scottish Government officials met with a number of third 
sector organisations including Scouts Scotland; Girlguiding Scotland; The 
Boys’ Brigade; and the Outward Bound Trust on Friday 29 May 2020. The 
meeting focused on challenges that third sector run outdoor education centres 
have encountered during lockdown. During that meeting third sector 
organisations put forward an idea of how to help upskill school staff in 
providing outdoor learning.  
 
We are currently considering the challenges and opportunities raised during 
the meeting of the 29 May and we are committed to keeping Scouts Scotland; 
Girlguiding Scotland; The Boys’ Brigade; and the Outward Bound Trust 
informed of next steps. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what guidance it is providing to local authorities 
regarding school residential trips in 2021. 
 

S5W-29740  
 
John Swinney: Decisions relating to school trips, whether to residential 
centres or other settings, rest with schools and local authorities. This 
approach allows guidance to be developed which best fits local 
circumstances.  
 
Scottish Government officials have been involved in recent discussions with 
organisations that offer residential outdoor experiences. The Scottish 
Government is considering a proposal from the residential providers to 
develop guidance on accessing these facilities in the future and we will 
update relevant partners in due course. 
 
 
Andy Wightman (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government when it last tested its local response arrangements as identified 
by the report on Exercise Cygnus (page 7, Key Learning 1) on the UK's 
pandemic response. 
 

S5W-29749  
 
 
John Swinney: Scottish Government local response arrangements were 
tested throughout 2019, ensuring all SGoRR response team members were 
exercised. 
 
 
Andy Wightman (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government when each Regional Resilience Partnership last ran a pandemic 
planning exercise, and whether it will publish the results of these. 
 

S5W-29748  
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John Swinney: All three Regional Resilience Partnerships (North, East and 
West) participated in the Scottish Government Exercise Silver Swan in 2015. 
The exercise report and the follow-up report can be accessed via the Scottish 
Parliament Information Centre (SPICe) and will also be published imminently.  
 
None of the Regional Resilience Partnerships have conducted pandemic 
planning exercises in recent years. At the Local Resilience Partnership level, 
the Highlands & Islands ran a Pandemic Influenza exercise (Exercise Odette) 
in November 2017. The exercise report for Exercise Odette has not been 
published. 
 
Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what childcare assistance will be provided to 
key workers who live in one local authority area but work in another, and 
where new guidelines reportedly make it difficult for them to return to work. 
 

S5W-29819  
 
Maree Todd: Scottish Government, COSLA and local government partners 
have agreed that it is vital that decisions about key workers and the childcare 
places allocated are taken locally. 
 
Local authorities are responsible for providing critical childcare for key 
workers and deciding who qualifies for the provision. Critical childcare is 
generally being provided in the area where families live, however there may 
be exceptions to this where local authorities are agreeable. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what additional funding it will make available for colleges in order to support 
Scotland's levels of employment post-COVID-19. 
 

S5W-29863  
 
Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government is actively working with the 
college sector and its agencies to respond to the skills needs of those 
affected by Covid-19 and is pursuing all routes to secure additional funding 
and flexibility for the college sector.  
 
This includes the provision of additional hardship funding for existing Further 
Education (FE) learners; an investment of £5m for our most vulnerable 
families to tackle issues of digital access and connectivity; the launch of free 
to access online learning materials linked to a new helpline provided by Skills 
Development Scotland (SDS) for those furloughed or unemployed. 
 
SDS has also launched its training provider relief grant for MA and EF training 
providers which the college sector can access. 
 



9 
 

The Flexible Workforce Development Fund (FWDF) will also continue as an 
important skills intervention as we look to respond to Covid 19. The expansion 
of the FWDF to £20m will not only provide more employers’ with the 
opportunity to upskill and reskill their existing workforce, it creates an 
opportunity to consider how the offer can be repurposed and reprioritised to 
continue to meet employer demand and deliver new priorities for the Fund, 
such as remote/online training provision. The college sector has played an 
important role in delivering the Fund and we will continue to work with the 
sector as we respond to the impacts of COVID and the skills needs of those 
effected. 
 
We are also keen to ensure that no student should face financial hardship 
over the summer as a result of Covid-19, so we are providing a package of 
new measures to support students until the start of the next academic year. 
We have brought forward early access to £11.4 million of Higher Education 
(HE) discretionary funds to support college and university students most in 
need over the summer. The Scottish Funding Council (SFC)has also given 
colleges flexibility to offer Further Education (FE) discretionary funds to bridge 
the timing gap between bursary payments ending in June and Universal 
Credit payments starting. This package builds on our £5 million support plan 
for FE and HE students announced in April. 
 
All routes to secure additional capital and resource funding for the colleges 
sector are being investigated. 
 
You will, however, be aware of the financial challenges the COVID-19 crisis 
has placed on the Scottish budget, as well as the lack of support, to date, 
from the UK Government’. 
 
 
Edward Mountain (Highland and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many educational key 
worker hubs have not had a daily additional support needs' teacher present 
during the COVID-19 lockdown, broken down by local authority. 
 

S5W-29796  
 
John Swinney: The information requested is not held by the Scottish 
Government.  
 
Children and young people with complex additional support needs can 
continue, where appropriate, to attend local hubs to secure continuity in their 
care and support.  We are working closely with local government partners to 
ensure that children and young people with additional support needs, and 
their families, are continuing to receive appropriate support. 
 
Daily information on the number of children and young people and staff in 
these settings is available on the Scottish Government’s website. 
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https://public.tableau.com/profile/sg.eas.learninganalysis#!/vizhome/Covid19E
LCandHubs/Introduction 
 
 
Ross Greer (West Scotland) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many students in each higher education institution have 
received payments from the Higher Education Discretionary Fund since 23 
March 2020. 
 

 
S5W-29866  

 
Richard Lochhead: The Discretionary Funds are allocated out to individual 
colleges and universities to administer. Students apply direct to their 
institution for this funding, except in the case of private providers where 
students apply direct to the Student Awards Agency Scotland (SAAS). 
Institutions are required to provide SAAS with audited verification of 
appropriate funds issued and the number of students receiving assistance at 
set times during the year. This information is not normally expected to be next 
received by SAAS until October. 
 
However, due to the current exceptional circumstances, SAAS have 
committed to monitoring spend on the Discretionary Funds over the coming 
months and will ask institutions for an update at the end of July. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform 

 
Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether zoos and other attractions will be eligible for bridging 
support following the reopening of the tourism sector to mitigate for the loss of 
income during the COVID-19 lockdown, and whether it will confirm when all 
such facilities will be able to reopen to the public. 
 

S5W-29868  
 
Roseanna Cunningham: On 10 June the Cabinet Secretary for Rural 
Economy and Tourism gave an indicative re-opening date for tourism of 15 
July. The First Minister Announced on 18 June that zoos and gardens may re-
open to the public, for local visitors only, from 29 June.  
 
On 18 June the First Minister announced a £2.6m funding package for 
emergency support for zoos. The criteria for the scheme will be based on 
need and the aim is to prevent animal welfare issues. 
 
 
David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether the Highland Wildlife Park will be able to 
reopen in phase two of the easing of lockdown restrictions, in light of the park 

https://public.tableau.com/profile/sg.eas.learninganalysis#!/vizhome/Covid19ELCandHubs/Introduction
https://public.tableau.com/profile/sg.eas.learninganalysis#!/vizhome/Covid19ELCandHubs/Introduction
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being able to initially open to people from the local area and members, control 
visitor numbers and provide public greenspace. 
 

S5W-29971  
 
Roseanna Cunningham: The First Ministers announced on 18 June that 
zoos and gardens will be able to re-open their outdoor spaces to the public 
from 29 June, for local visitors only. 
 
 
David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government, in light of the Royal Zoological Society of Scotland 
having to borrow £5 million due to the closure of its parks, whether it will make 
funding available to support (a) the Highland Wildlife Park and (b) all of 
Scotland’s zoos during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-29972  
 
Roseanna Cunningham: The First Minister announced a funding package of  
£2.6m for the emergency support of Scotland’s zoos and aquariums on 18 
June. The criteria for the support fund will be based on need. The aim of the 
scheme is to provide targeted emergency support to alleviate potential animal 
welfare concerns and to prevent the need for euthanasia of animals that 
cannot be looked after due to financial issues arising from loss of income due 
to the pandemic. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 

Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the final respiratory care action plan will include 
measures to address the (a) short- and (b) long-term health impacts of 
COVID-19. 
 

S5W-29716  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government is committed to ensuring that 
those living with respiratory conditions can access clinically appropriate, safe 
and effective person-centred healthcare treatment and support. 
 
The draft Respiratory Care Action Plan for Scotland, currently out for 
consultation, contains a set of commitments to drive improvement in the 
prevention, diagnosis and treatment of asthma, COPD, sleep apnoea, 
bronchiectasis and idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis.  
 
Although our efforts are currently concentrated on saving lives, we are 
constantly planning how our NHS can move forward after this crisis has 
passed. We are keen to capitalise on the gains we have made as we move to 
prioritise the resumption of health services across NHS Scotland and caring 
for those who need ongoing help after Covid-19 will be an important part of 
that.  
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As we continue to develop our understanding of the impact the virus has had 
on the health of the people of Scotland, including those that have developed 
long-term respiratory problems as a result of contracting the virus, the final 
Respiratory Care Action Plan will play a key role in responding to the 
implications and consequences for many aspects of respiratory care going 
forward, including pulmonary rehabilitation. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether any updated advice for public buildings that are not in 
use has been issued during the COVID-19 outbreak regarding legionella. 
 

S5W-29751  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The Health and Safety Executive have published advice on 
the risk of Legionella in buildings which are closed or running with reduced 
occupancy during the COVID-19 crisis. This can be found on the Royal 
Environmental Health Institute of Scotland (REHIS) website at 
https://rehis.com/story/legionella-risks-during-coronavirus-outbreak 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what plans are in place to ensure the provision of care at home 
services in the event of a large-scale outbreak of the coronavirus, COVID-19. 
 

S5W-27903 

Jeane Freeman: Considerable efforts have been and continue to be made 
nationally and locally to rapidly increase workforce capacity across social 
care, including care at home, and healthcare. A national online recruitment 
portal has been developed to enable those with relevant skills and experience 
to support social care and healthcare services. As of 8 June there have been 
over 3,000 expressions of interest for social care roles.  
 
There is already flexibility in the registration system for social services staff to 
move to another service or start to work in another type of registered service, 
but more has been done to clarify and implement minimum training 
requirements and enable redeployment of staff as necessary. The SSSC has 
developed a minimum training package for social care for redeployment and 
volunteers, who will play an essential role in the delivery of day-to-day 
services. Further information can be accessed via the SSSC website: 
https://www.sssc.uk.com/ 
 
We have been supporting care at home providers’ normal supply routes for 
PPE through additional supplies from national stocks. These arrangements 
have been in place since March, and are supporting the social care sector 
with all of its PPE needs where normal supply routes fail, including unpaid 
carers and Personal Assistants.  
 

https://rehis.com/story/legionella-risks-during-coronavirus-outbreak
https://www.sssc.uk.com/
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An initial £50 million to help the social care sector deal with the financial 
implications of coronavirus pandemic has been confirmed. The funding will 
help address immediate challenges faced in the social care sector and 
support ongoing provision of social care. Health and Social Care Partnerships 
across Scotland have all put in place mobilisation plans to ensure the health 
and social care system is as well placed as possible to address this 
pandemic. This funding is part of the Scottish Government’s commitment to 
support resilience in social care provision and ensure that any increasing 
need for social care as a result of the pandemic is met. Guidance on the 
principles of Social Care sustainability payments can be found here. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what contingency planning has taken place with (a) local 
authorities, (b) the voluntary sector and (c) the private sector regarding the 
delivery of care services during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-27966  
 
Jeane Freeman: Through their commissioning arrangements, health and 
social care partnerships have well established relationships with independent 
and third sector providers, involving them in local contingency planning and 
response, as appropriate. Such providers should have robust business 
continuity plans. 
 
To assist in planning for, and responding to Covid-19, Scottish Government 
and COSLA involve representatives of private and third sector care providers 
in a range of fora including weekly meetings of the National Contingency 
Planning Group. 
 
Health and Social Care Partnerships developed local mobilisation plans in 
response to the COVID-19 emergency. These plans, which are generally 
aligned with emergency planning arrangements of local councils and NHS 
Boards, identify key risks and challenges posed by COVID, including those in 
the social care sector, and outline appropriate responses to ensure that 
vulnerable people are protected. An initial £50 million to help the social care 
sector deal with the financial implications of coronavirus (COVID-19) and 
linked to these plans was confirmed on 12 May. 
 
I met with Donald Macaskill of Scottish Care on a number of occasions during 
the pandemic to understand the perspectives of independent providers and 
continues to hold regular discussions with him.  
 
The Scottish Government has established a Care Home Rapid Action Group, 
which includes representation from COSLA and Scottish Care. This is a 
national group set up to monitor developments in the care home sector, 
reacting swiftly to developing issues and coordinating our wider package of 
support to the sector. 
 

https://www.cosla.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0025/17917/Principles-for-Social-Care-Sustainability-Payments.pdf
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Scottish Government fund a consultant based in Scottish Care to assist 
initially in supporting care providers to develop their resilience in anticipation 
of EU exit and who is now actively involved in supporting the provision of PPE 
to the sector. 
 
 
Alexander Stewart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of reports of 
relatives visiting a Fife care home being asked to sign forms agreeing to nil 
resuscitation and being advised that older residents may not be taken to 
hospital in the event of suspected COVID-19 but would only be given 
antibiotics, what its policy is regarding care homes and do-not-resuscitate 
(DNR) orders. 
 

S5W-28291  
 
Jeane Freeman: On 10 April 2020 the Scottish Government's Chief Medical 
Officer, BMA and RCGP wrote to GP practices to provide advice and support 
on having anticipatory care planning conversations and to make clear that 
there is no requirement for health professionals to have a Do Not Attempt 
Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (DNACPR) discussion as part of this 
conversation, unless the patient wishes to discuss it or clinician feels strongly 
it is necessary to raise in conversation for the patient’s wellbeing. 
 
As the purpose of Anticipatory Care Planning (ACP) conversations is to 
understand a person’s wishes for their healthcare and ensure that these are 
recorded appropriately, these can be undertaken by Care Home staff if 
appropriate and the individual feels comfortable doing so. When an ACP is 
completed by a member of the wider Health and Social Care team, a copy 
should be kept with the patient where possible and a copy sent to the GP 
practice for recording on the appropriate system. 
 
However, it is important to note that conversations relating the 
appropriateness of specific medical treatments, such as CPR, are always 
matters for the clinical team responsible for an individual’s care. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government when home carers represented by the Scottish 
Personal Assistant Employers Network or other similar bodies will be able to 
access personal protective equipment (PPE). 
 

S5W-28415 

Jeane Freeman: Global supply chains for PPE have been put under 
immense pressure due to the pandemic, and some Personal Assistants will 
be needing to use or access PPE for the first time. That is why we set up 
supplies from the national stock to top up existing supply routes of PPE for 
social care. 
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Part of this was the establishment of local PPE Hubs in every Health and 
Social Care Partnership area for onward distribution or collection of supplies 
by social care providers. 
 
These Hubs expanded their provision at the end of April to support the whole 
social care sector with all of its PPE needs where normal supply routes fail; 
including unpaid carers and all employers of social care Personal 
Assistants/home carers. SPAEN confirmed the system was working well in 
their contact with us on 18 May. 
 
Personal Assistants or their employer can find out the details of their local 
Hub on the Scottish Government website. We have been in regular contact 
with SPAEN about this topic and they helped to pass on these details to their 
members when the arrangements were put in place. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many eye protectors have been provided to 
(a) NHS and (b) social care staff in response to the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-28583 

Jeane Freeman: The following numbers of items of eye protective equipment 
have been issued to the NHS and social care in response to the Covid 19 
outbreak between 1 March and 31 May 2020, including the Tiger eyewear 
product which was recalled on 9 May:  
 

NHS Acute 2,091,131 

Community  2,105,850 

Social Care 1,702,363 

 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what representations it has (a) made to and (b) 
received from the World Health Organization in response to the COVID-19 
outbreak. 
 

S5W-28591  
 
Jeane Freeman: Scotland is not a member country of the World Health 
Organisation (WHO), the UK is, so that limits the engagement at formal levels. 
The Scottish Government has kept very close to the WHO briefings, 
publications, guidelines and advice through a variety of routes. Personal 
connections, online viewing of the briefings, summaries of WHO work and 
advice. The 4 nations Senior Clinicians Group call, which takes place twice a 
week, receives information from international sources, including the WHO, to 
add to its deliberations and advice. 
 
Dr David Nabarro, WHO's special envoy for Covid-19, has been positive 
about our approach to the pandemic. He said that we are tackling it carefully 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/ppe-access-for-social-care-providers-and-unpaid-carers/
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and logically, thinking through how we make sure people are safe and how we 
make sure the economy can restart, layering these two concerns together. 
And I hope that most would agree with him when he said that we are levelling 
with the people of Scotland about what we are trying to work through as we 
deal with this crisis.  
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government where each COVID-19 drive-through testing site 
is located, and which are operational, also broken down by the (a) total testing 
capacity of and (b) number of tests carried out by the operational centres. 
 

S5W-28650  
 
Jeane Freeman: There are 6 drive-through testing centres in Scotland as part 
of the UK Government’s Expanded Testing Programme. These are located at 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, and Aberdeen airports, the Highlands and Islands 
University campus’ in Inverness and Perth, and Prestwick Airport. Capacity at 
each site is split between employer referral, self-referral and the citizens portal 
to ensure key workers retain priority access. 
 
As at 10 June, the maximum sampling capacity each day is as follows: 
 
Aberdeen -  1100 
Edinburgh -   1300 
Glasgow -    1300 
Inverness -    1100 
Perth -            1100  
Prestwick -     1100 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether relatives with power of attorney should be consulted 
about do not resuscitate (DNR) notices when a patient lacks capacity. 
 

S5W-28730  
 
Jeane Freeman: The principles of the Adults with Incapacity (Scotland) Act 
2000 should be given effect to in any intervention in the affairs of an adult 
lacking capacity. One of these principles is that the views of interested parties 
should be taken account of when determining if an intervention is to be made 
and what intervention is to be made. This includes those who are acting as 
power of attorney. 
 
Our Integrated Adult Policy on Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) makes 
clear that if a patient does not have capacity to make a decision related to 
CPR, then the principles of the Adults with Incapacity (Scotland) Act 2000 
apply. Where CPR might be successful in achieving sustainable life, a 
decision about whether the benefit of CPR would outweigh the harms and 
burdens for that patient must be discussed and agreed between that 
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healthcare team and the patient's relevant others. Where there is a legally 
appointed proxy decision-maker (welfare attorney or welfare guardian) they 
must be involved in the decision-making process. Relevant information should 
also be shared with those close to the patient. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S5W-28658 by Jeane Freeman on 18 May 
2020, on what date it was advised by (a) its and (b) the UK advisory group on 
COVID-19 that there should be a lockdown in response to the outbreak. 
 

S5W-29204 

Jeane Freeman: The Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies (SAGE) met 
and advised all Governments in the UK via a COBR(M) meeting to enter 
lockdown on the 23 March 2020. There was no recommendation to enter 
lockdown earlier. 
 
The Scottish Government Covid-19 Advisory Group held its inaugural meeting 
on  
26 March 2020, three days after lockdown was announced. 
 
Advice from SAGE is not routinely published, however minutes and papers 
from SAGE and the Scottish Government Covid-19 Advisory Group which are 
published can be found on the UK Government website and the Scottish 
Government website. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when it considers it will be safe to fully resume cervical screening tests and, in 
light of reports that many tests are overdue because of the COVID-19 
lockdown, what action it will take to deal with the backlog. 
 

S5W-29553  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government announced a structured pause of 
the cervical screening programme on 30 March 2020. Work is underway to 
prepare for the resumption of all of the national cancer screening programmes 
as part of the remobilisation of our NHS and in line with the routemap out of 
lockdown. We envisage that the cervical screening programme will start with 
the prioritised recommencement of non-routine screening and women who 
had been invited for screening prior to the pause being announced. 
Arrangements will also be put in place to ensure that no one need miss their 
screening appointment as a result of the pause. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many care home beds the Cabinet 
Secretary for Health and Sport has instructed to be purchased in response to 

https://www.gov.uk/government/groups/scientific-advisory-group-for-emergencies-sage-coronavirus-covid-19-response
https://www.gov.scot/groups/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group/
https://www.gov.scot/groups/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group/
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the COVID-19 outbreak, broken down by the (a) care home and (b) NHS 
board area they were purchased for. 
 

S5W-29411  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-29289 on  
17 June 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available 
on the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it is still considering implementing self-testing kits for cervical 
screenings and, if so, what its position is on whether these are viable, in light 
of the reported difficulties in carrying out the procedure. 
 

S5W-29554  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The Programme for Government 2019-20 included a 
commitment to begin work to pilot self-sampling for cervical screening at a 
national level. Although the work to establish a pilot in Scotland was paused 
due to the escalation of COVID-19, it will be resumed and prioritised following 
the restart of the screening programmes.  
 
At this stage the UK National Screening Committee (UK NSC) has not 
approved self-sampling for use in a national screening programme, and this 
work will require further study in pilots and research projects before it can be 
introduced safely into the cervical cancer screening programme. 
 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government what the "resumption of professional sport in line with 
public health advice" in its COVID-19 route map means for (a) training, (b) 
competition and (c) non-participants, including fans and observers. 
 

S5W-29765  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: On 18 June 2020, the First Minister announced professional 
sport in line with public health advice can resume from 22 June 2020. 
 
Training is currently permitted in line with restrictions for the general 
population, and we are considering proposals from football and rugby on how 
this training – supported by enhanced public health measures – would 
intensify as competition nears. 
 
Subject to Ministerial approval and in line with public health advice, 
competition behind closed doors with only essential participants and 
attendees is permitted in phase 2. Some restricted attendance of supporters 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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may be permitted in phase 3 in line with the physical distancing protocols and 
other appropriate public health measures. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how long it considers it safe for a cervical screening test to be overdue. 
 

S5W-29555  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The decision to pause the cervical screening programme 
was taken with the advice of the Chief Medical Officer and follows careful 
consideration of all of the risks involved. 
 
While there are risks to individuals through delayed diagnosis of cervical 
cancer, the majority of people participating in national population screening 
programmes are well and do not have early disease. These risks needed to 
be weighed up in the context of the pressures on the NHS in Scotland 
presented by Covid-19 and the need to prevent the further spread of 
coronavirus.  
 
We continue to advise the public that it is important for those in between 
screening appointments or awaiting a rescheduled appointment to be aware 
of any symptoms or signs of the conditions screened for. More information on 
cervical cancer symptoms can be found on the NHS inform website, which 
can be accessed at the following link, https://www.nhsinform.scot/healthy-
living/screening/cervical/cervical-screening-smear-test. 
 
Anyone having these symptoms should contact their GP practice immediately. 
 
 
Alex Rowley (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government how regularly healthcare workers in COVID-19-free 
sites are being tested for the virus. 
 

S5W-29666 
  

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
 
Alex Rowley (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government what provision there is for (a) symptomatic and (b) 
asymptomatic (i) staff and (ii) patients in COVID-19-free sites where cancer 
diagnostic tests and treatments take place to be tested for the virus. 
 

S5W-29667  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

https://www.nhsinform.scot/healthy-living/screening/cervical/cervical-screening-smear-test
https://www.nhsinform.scot/healthy-living/screening/cervical/cervical-screening-smear-test
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Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government when the portal for local authorities to order 
COVID-19 tests will be available. 
 

S5W-29676  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how local authorities will be able to process all 
the COVID-19 tests each week that will be required to routinely test all care 
home workers and residents. 
 

S5W-29677  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many (a) NHS boards and (b) local 
authorities are currently able to carry out routine testing, and what support it is 
providing to enable them to do so. 
 

S5W-29678  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether any COVID-19 tests have been sent abroad for analysis 
because of capacity issues, and, if so, whether there have been any problems 
with the results. 
 

S5W-29688  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): 
To ask the Scottish Government how many people have died where COVID-
19 is the sole cause of death recorded on the death certificate. 
 

S5W-29689  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 

Dean Lockhart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what financial support it is 
giving to CalMac during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-29877  
 
Paul Wheelhouse: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-29432 
on 5 June 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available 
on the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
https://beta.parliament.scot/parliamentary-debates-and-questions#maqa 
 
  

https://beta.parliament.scot/parliamentary-debates-and-questions#maqa
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Written questions lodged on 19 June 2020 
(Expected Answer Date: 17 July 2020) 

S5W-30041 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what the 
estimated annual total cost to passengers will be of the Air Departure Tax, 
and what impact the COVID-19 pandemic has had on this. 
S5W-30042 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what its 
position is on reviewing the level of the Air Departure Tax to help boost 
international tourism following the COVID-19 pandemic. R 
S5W-30044 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what impact 
EU state aid rules no longer applying to Scotland following Brexit has had on 
its Air Departure Tax policy. 
S5W-30068 Sarah Boyack: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of death 
rates from COVID-19 being lower in many countries with a predominantly 
Asian or Black population, what information it has on the reasons why (a) 
Bangladeshi and (b) other BAME people are reportedly more at risk of dying 
from COVID-19 in the UK; what its position is on whether any increased risk is 
the result of structural racism, and which groups in Scotland have been 
identified as most at risk. 
S5W-30079 Sarah Boyack: To ask the Scottish Government what the 
guidelines are for visiting terminally-ill care home residents during the COVID-
19 outbreak, and whether they have any flexibility to allow families to visit 
patients who are undergoing extended end of life care. 
S5W-30087 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government what health 
and safety guidance will be provided for accommodation providers ahead of 
the proposed reopening of the tourism sector on 15 July 2020, and by what 
date this will be published. 
S5W-30088 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government, following the 
reopening of the tourism sector, what action accommodation providers should 
take where a guest shows symptoms of COVID-19; what requirement there 
will be for (a) that guest and (b) other customers to prolong their stay in order 
to self-isolate and, if a pro-longed stay is required, whether the business will 
be compensated. 
S5W-30089 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what the current 
CT screening capacity is, and what impact the COVID-19 pandemic has had 
on this. 
S5W-30090 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it 
has to develop specialist respiratory nursing teams. 
S5W-30091 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
review the COVID-19 shielding guidance every three weeks. 
S5W-30092 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what funding has 
been allocated under the £20 million COVID-19 resilience fund. 
S5W-30093 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has 
to establish COVID-19 recovery taskforces across the local authorities in the 
Lothian parliamentary region. 
S5W-30094 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment 
it has made of the use of visors for teachers and children in schools. 
S5W-30099 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
distress brief interventions have taken place for people in distress during the 
COVID-19 outbreak. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30041
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30042
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30044
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30068
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30079
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30087
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30088
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http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30094
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30099
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S5W-30100 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what support has 
been provided to parents regarding mental wellbeing of young people during 
the COVID-19 outbreak. 
S5W-30101 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government how many (a) hip 
and (b) knee operations were performed in each NHS board in each month in 
2019-20. 
S5W-30102 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what 
investigation has been undertaken into power of attorney being overruled by 
local authorities and NHS boards. 
S5W-30103 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what support it 
will provide to dental practices to help them recover from the suspension of 
treatment payments during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
S5W-30106 James Kelly: To ask the Scottish Government what guidance 
has been given to staff at the State Hospital regarding (a) infection prevention 
and control and (b) containing patients in their rooms during the COVID-19 
pandemic.  
S5W-30107 James Kelly: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
patients at the State Hospital have been (a) self-isolating and (b) kept in 
quarantine during the COVID-19 pandemic.  
S5W-30108 James Kelly: To ask the Scottish Government how many hours 
each day patients at the State Hospital have been permitted outside of their 
rooms during the COVID-19 pandemic.  
S5W-30109 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what PPE will 
be used in clinical settings where a two-metre social distance is not possible. 
S5W-30110 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment it has made of the impact that (a) treatment delays and (b) longer 
waiting times due to COVID-19 will have on excess death rates. 
S5W-30111 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what impact 
the two-metre social distancing advice will have on (a) capacity within NHS 
services and (b) waiting times. 
S5W-30113 Mark Griffin: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking to ensure that personal independence payment appeals during the 
COVID-19 crisis are conducted by HM Courts and Tribunal Service in a 
manner that promotes inclusive communication, including offering an option to 
use videoconferencing, and whether it will continue to offer such options 
following the pandemic.  
S5W-30114 Mark Griffin: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is 
on the use by HM Courts and Tribunal Service of (a) paper-based and (b) 
telephone hearings for personal independence payment appeals during the 
COVID-19 crisis, and whether it has raised with that department any concerns 
that it has regarding this process. 
S5W-30115 Neil Bibby: To ask the Scottish Government what the level of 
Glow usage is among (a) National 5, (b) Higher and (c) Advanced Higher 
grade pupils. 
S5W-30116 Neil Bibby: To ask the Scottish Government what percentage of 
(a) teachers and (b) pupils have logged on to Glow in 2019-20. 
S5W-30117 Neil Bibby: To ask the Scottish Government how Glow is used to 
address educational inequalities and the attainment gap. 
S5W-30118 Neil Bibby: To ask the Scottish Government what the level of 
Glow usage is among (a) state and (b) private schools. 
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S5W-30120 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the 
service that they can offer to communities and vulnerable groups, for what 
reason church halls are not eligible for support in dealing with the COVID-19 
pandemic.   
S5W-30121 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government what its 
position is on bringing forward plans to dual the A75 between Dumfries 
and the A74M to boost the area's economy following the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
S5W-30122 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what 
guidance has been sent to local authorities regarding reopening the public 
conveniences that have been closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and 
how it will ensure that there is adequate public provision of these 
services as the country moves out of lockdown. 
S5W-30125 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government what 
measures it is taking to ensure that risk assessments that have been 
instructed for BAME NHS staff are being undertaken and acted upon at all 
levels; how these risk assessments are being measured and reviewed, and, in 
light of the Black Lives Matter movement, what steps it is taking to ensure that 
BAME (a) staff's concerns are being listened to in the NHS and (b) staff can 
speak freely and without fear regarding any concerns. 
S5W-30128 Mark Griffin: To ask the Scottish Government what work it (a) 
has undertaken and (b) is preparing to undertake to assess the long-term 
health impacts of COVID-19. 
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to 
COVID-19, answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily 
written answer reports, which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by 
keyword, MSP asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by 
date and other filters, through the advanced search function on the 
Parliament’s website here. 
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