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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Monday 15 June 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 15 June can be found on page 15 of this 
document. 
 
There were no oral questions on 15 June.  
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 15 June) 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 

 
Andy Wightman (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what communications it has had with tenants and tenant 
organisations that relate to publicising the extension of notice periods for 
eviction notices from three to six months under the Coronavirus (Scotland) 
Act 2020. 
 

S5W-29746 
 

Kevin Stewart: To raise awareness of the extended notice to leave and 
notice of proceedings periods under the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 2020, the 
Scottish Government launched a successful eviction rights marketing 
campaign on 7th April, which reached an estimated 75% of all renters in 
Scotland. The campaign directed renters to sector specific information on 
their new rights and the support available to tenants experiencing difficulties 
paying their rent. 
 
In addition, information was disseminated through stakeholder networks 
including members of our PRS and Social Rented Sector Resilience Groups. 
This includes Shelter Scotland and Citizen Advice Scotland, ALACHO Cosla, 
GWSF and SFHA. We are continuing to work with the Resilience Groups to 
support and inform our approach to awareness raising and we are in the early 
stages of working with Public Health Scotland to develop a tenants support 
toolkit, which would include tenants' rights under the emergency notice 
periods as well as wider information and advice. 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 

Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many applications to the Newly 
Self-Employed Hardship Fund (a) have been (i) received, (ii) accepted and 
(iii) rejected and (b) are still awaiting processing, broken down by local 
authority area. 
 

S5W-29503 
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Fiona Hyslop: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many applications to the Newly 
Self-Employed Hardship Fund (a) have been (i) received, (ii) accepted and 
(iii) rejected and (b) are still awaiting processing, broken down by local 
authority area. 
 

S5W-29503 
 

Fiona Hyslop: On 30 April, we launched £100m of additional grant funding 
for business. This funding is divided across 3 business support funds, offering 
targeted support to the creative, tourism and hospitality sector, pivotal SMEs 
vital to their local economies, and the newly self-employed. This is support 
that is not available elsewhere in the UK.  
 
As of 2 June, we had awarded over £104m and we had topped up the grant 
funding to £185m. 
 
As regards the Newly Self Employed Hardship Fund, awards totalling £8.32m 
have been issued to 4160 self-employed people by 2 June.  
 
We are looking to publish an update summarising funding returns from all the 
Local Authorities on the Newly Self-Employed Hardship Fund later this month. 
This will detail the number of applicants, successful applications and the 
amount awarded by Local Authority area.  
 
 
Finlay Carson (Galloway and West Dumfries) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what mechanisms are in 
place to enable Historic Environment Scotland to progress current projects 
while staff are furloughed. 
 

S5W-29591 
 

Fiona Hyslop: I am advised by Historic Environment Scotland (HES) that as 
its revenue comes largely from non-Government sources it is eligible for the 
Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme (CJRS) and thus HES has appropriately 
claimed CJRS in accordance with UK Government guidance, and that it has 
proportionately furloughed staff according to the reduced level of commercial 
income impacted. 
 
HES states that with the remaining staff it is continuing to deliver its core 
functions and is reallocating staffing and resource as needed. Given the 
necessary restrictions that are currently in place, there are activities where 
HES is not able to continue to provide normal service. HES is working to 
minimise the impact of this on core activities as well as ensuring plans and 
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resources are in place to allow it to reopen properties and resume activities as 
quickly as possible and in the most appropriate manner as COVID-19 
restrictions are eased.  
 
Historic Environment Scotland (HES) has published an Action Plan for 2020-
21 identifying how it will maintain and develop its core activities in response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, and the actions it is taking to support the wider 
historic environment sector. The Action Plan is publicly available on HES 
website: https://www.historicenvironment.scot/about-us/news/hes-publish-six-
month-action-plan-in-wake-of-covid-19/ 
 
The Scottish Government will continue to work closely with HES to look at the 
resources needed to support its resumption plans and organisational priorities 
for the remainder of 2020-21. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will revise the criteria of key workers during 
the first phase of coming out of the COVID-19 lockdown for provision of 
childcare and schooling to enable people who are re-opening businesses and 
their staff to go back to work. 
 

S5W-29525 
 

John Swinney: We are engaging with CoSLA and other key stakeholders 
about ongoing critical childcare requirements through the Covid-19 Education 
Recovery Group and its work streams. The Education Recovery Group will 
consider the issue of continued critical childcare provision for keyworkers and 
vulnerable children, alongside a phased re-opening of school, at its next 
meeting scheduled for 18th June. 
 
Critical childcare for key workers will be continue to be provided until daycare 
of children services are fully reopened. 
 
Currently the advice is that if you can work from home, you should. This 
applies to all sectors and occupations, including key workers. It remains the 
case that where children can be cared for at home then they should be.  
 
We are clear within our sectoral workplace guidance that when employers are 
carrying out workforce planning, as a minimum we expect them to take 
account of travel to work considerations and childcare arrangements, in the 
case of early learning, childcare and schools not being fully operational. 
 
The phased re-opening of schools and childcare provision will result in 
childcare becoming more widely available for all working families. 
 
 

https://www.historicenvironment.scot/about-us/news/hes-publish-six-month-action-plan-in-wake-of-covid-19/
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/about-us/news/hes-publish-six-month-action-plan-in-wake-of-covid-19/
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Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what discussions it has held with Education Scotland 
regarding providing additional training, development and support for (a) 
teachers and (b) classroom assistants to support blended learning when 
schooling resumes. 
 

S5W-29652 
 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government has regular discussions with 
Education Scotland as well as other stakeholders part of the Covid-19 
Education Recover Group regarding support required for teachers and 
classroom assistants to support blended learning when schooling resumes. 
This includes a Workforce Support workstream which has been looking at 
professional learning and wellbeing support for the education profession. 
 
In May, Education Scotland launched Scotland Learns; a resource bank of 
straightforward, open-ended learning activities which are challenging, and that 
develop children’s and young people’s independence in learning. These 
learning activities are designed to support learning that takes place outwith 
the classroom.  
 
To support schools to deliver new models of blended learning Education 
Scotland has temporarily suspended all early learning and school inspections 
from August 2020. HM Inspectors of Education will provide bespoke support 
to schools and contribute, with others, to the overall recovery of the education 
system. The programme of support will be targeted at helping schools as they 
implement their plans for recovery and continuity of educational provision. 
Inspections will resume during school year 2020/21 when it is safe and 
appropriate to do so.  
 
Education Scotland has published Learning and Teaching online: Advice for 
practitioners. A series of webinars have been delivered to support 
practitioners, including topics such as digital literacy skills, evidencing learning 
using i-pads, and getting the most out of GLOW. Over the month of June the 
scheduled webinars cover a range of curricular areas, all of which will 
consider the approach to blended learning to support practitioners.  
 
In addition, Education Scotland has facilitated a series of ‘Blethers’ which 
have taken place during May and June with over 600 staff registered to 
attend. These ‘Blethers’ provide an opportunity for practitioners across 
Scotland to engage virtually in themed discussions. Three of these ‘Blethers’ 
had a specific focus on blended learning, and they were designed to bring 
practitioners together to share their ideas and current practice and to learn 
from each other.  
 
Current Professional Learning and Leadership programmes have highlighted 
aspects of blended learning within current programme delivery. For example, 
the 200 practitioners who have engaged in the 2019/20 Teacher Leadership 
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programme have gained experience from the blended learning model of 
delivery throughout the programme and the 2020/21 programme resources 
are being updated to include an exploration of blended learning in the 
classroom.  
 
The Excellence in Headship programme, an established professional learning 
programme available to all headteachers in Scotland, has launched a series 
of ‘Headspace’ sessions where school leaders are given time and space to 
meet and discuss key areas.  
 
Education Scotland has published Professional Learning Activities (PLAs) on 
the Education Scotland Professional Learning Resource which support the 
delivery of online learning, including Effective Online Learning. Further PLAs 
including: Using Glow to Support Learning and Teaching, Delivering Learning 
and Teaching Online and Family Learning – Learning at Home, will shortly be 
published.  
 
Education Scotland will continue to respond proactively to professional 
learning requests from practitioners across the country. As part of the Scottish 
Government Education Recovery Group, Education Scotland has worked with 
all partners represented on Workstream 6: Workforce Support to publish a 
joint communication outlining learning opportunities:  
https://education.gov.scot/education-scotland/news-and-events/survey-on-
additional-support/. This joint communication includes a survey link for 
Scotland’s education workforce to find out what additional training and 
wellbeing support is needed.  
 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what support it is providing to integrate classroom assistants into 
the blended learning model when schooling resumes. 
 

S5W-29654 
 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-29652 on  
15 June 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to its announcement on 21 May 2020, how it plans to 
distribute the 25,000 laptops or tablets that have been earmarked for 
disadvantaged children as part of the first phase of provision to support 
learning outside school. 
 

S5W-29661 
 

John Swinney: Detailed work is on-going to assess the full extent of digital 
exclusion amongst children and young people across Scotland. The Scottish 

https://education.gov.scot/education-scotland/news-and-events/survey-on-additional-support/
https://education.gov.scot/education-scotland/news-and-events/survey-on-additional-support/
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Government is currently working closely with local authorities through 
SOLACE and COSLA to determine who is most in need of this kind of 
support, who should benefit from the first tranche of investment and to 
establish how we can ensure they get that support as soon as possible.  
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government, in light of the importance of youth work in the 
lives of young people, what it is doing to support the recommencement of 
face-to-face youth work. 
 

S5W-29741 
 

Richard Lochhead: As we ease ourselves out of restriction, the Scottish 
Government’s first priority is to make sure services can resume safely. I 
expect some youth work activity will be able to resume quickly with 
appropriate measures in place. However, it will not be possible to offer some 
services until there is a further easing on current restrictions. The timeline for 
this will follow advice given by Public Health Scotland. 
 
I continue to liaise with a range of stakeholders and partners to assess this 
situation. Indeed, some national youth organisations have already published 
views on how community based youth work may resume services whilst 
keeping workers and young people safe. A short term working group has 
been created to develop guidance for the CLD sector and we aim to publish 
this in the coming weeks.  
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Finance 
 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will provide details of what the impact will be on 
portfolios that have seen a total of £255.2 million redeployed within the 
Scottish Budget Summer Revision in response to the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-29547 
 

Kate Forbes: No portfolio budgets are being cut in the Summer Budget 
Revision and all reprioritisation amounts within portfolios are set out in the 
detailed tables within the budget revision document. All funds are being 
redeployed to support the industries and infrastructure necessary to support 
the Scottish Economy. 
 
All of the £255m reprioritisation amounts relate to areas where services have 
experienced reduced demand over the lockdown period and so funds have 
been redeployed to service providers to best support the Scottish Covid-19 
response. 
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For example, £105m that was originally earmarked for domestic efficiency 
loans will now be used to provide funding for SME housebuilders with liquidity 
issues as a result of the temporary closure of housebuilding sites. 
 
I am in no doubt that significant budget challenges lie ahead and work is 
underway to ensure that Scottish Government resources are targeted at 
stimulating a safe, swift and sustainable recovery for our public services and 
our economy. 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many care homes there are in 
(a) Aberdeenshire and (b) Aberdeen City; how many of these have reported 
at least one case of COVID-19 among either staff or residents, and, for each 
of those care homes, how many residents have died with COVID-19 being 
either the cause or present in the person. 
 

S5W-29014 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
(a) There are 69 care homes for adults in Abderdeenshire Health and Social 
Care Partnership. Between 14 March and 10 June 2020, 55% of care homes 
in Aberdeenshire notified the Care Inspectorate of at least one case of 
suspected Covid-19. 
 
National Records of Scotland (NRS) publish weekly statistics on deaths 
registered in Scotland where COVID-19 is mentioned on the death certificate. 
Figures from 30 March 2020 to7 June 2020 suggest there were 56 deaths in 
Aberdeenshire where the usual place of residence was a care home.  
 
(b) There are 56 care homes for adults in Abderdeen City Health and Social 
Care Partnership. Between 14 March 2020 and 10 June 2020, 50% of care 
homes in Aberdeen City notified the Care Inspectorate of at least one case of 
suspected Covid-19.  
 
National Records of Scotland (NRS) publish weekly statistics on deaths 
registered in Scotland where COVID-19 is mentioned on the death certificate. 
Figures from 6 April 2020 up to 7 June 2020 suggest there were 56 deaths in 
Aberdeen City where the usual place of residence was a care home. 
 
 
Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to develop and offer guidance 
to retailers, service providers, public and private transport providers and 
public services, including schools and hospitals, to support people with visual 
impairment to maintain social distancing when using their services and 
accessing their premises. 
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S5W-29695 
 

Clare Haughey: The Scottish Government has produced a suite of guidance 
documents which are reviewed in line with the regular three-weekly review of 
the lockdown requirements and will be read alongside the legal restrictions 
and prohibitions contained in the Health Protection (Coronavirus) 
(Restrictions) (Scotland) Regulations 2020. The guidance will be updated in 
line with the reviews. 
Physical distancing duties are set out in Regulation 4(1) of the Health 
Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions) (Scotland) Regulations 2020. 
 
The suite of Scottish Government Covid-19 guidance can be found here - 
https://www.gov.scot/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-
guidance/#health,careandsocialwork 
 
The guidance includes, amongst others, a physical (social) distancing guide 
as well as advice for retailers, customers, service providers, transport 
services and those in education and childcare settings, on additional 
considerations for those who are disabled and have difficulty walking, are 
wheelchair users, are blind or deaf or people with cognitive impairments like 
dementia. Some sections of the guidance are in the process of being updated 
and updates will be available to view by 19 June 2020. 
 
In addition, the RNIB website has a link to a coronavirus FAQ section, which 
provides practical advice on a range of issues, including how to practise 
social distancing.  
 
 
Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to ensure that 
public information on social distancing includes advice on recognising the 
specific challenges for people with visual impairment and helping them 
maintain a distance of two metres from other people. 
 

S5W-29694 
 

Clare Haughey: Physical distancing measures are steps everyone should 
take to reduce social interaction between people. This will help reduce the 
spread of coronavirus. Guidance on physical distancing is available on the 
Scottish Government website physical (social) distancing guide and has been 
amended to highlight the additional challenges some people may have in 
being able to adhere to this guidance. The amendments include a request 
that people are considerate of others, respecting and accommodating 
differences by giving way when they are out and about. 
 
Additionally, vision impairment charities have produced some top tips on 
physical distancing, for those that are blind or visually impaired. Examples 
can be found here: 
 

https://www.gov.scot/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance/#health,careandsocialwork
https://www.gov.scot/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance/#health,careandsocialwork
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-staying-at-home-and-away-from-others/
https://www.sightadvicefaq.org.uk/coronavirus-information
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-staying-at-home-and-away-from-others/
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• https://www.rnib.org.uk/campaigning/campaigning-news/rnib-sends-
supermarkets-guidance 

• https://www.henshaws.org.uk/top-tips-for-social-distancing-if-you-are-
blind-or-visually-impaired/ 

• https://www.sightadvicefaq.org.uk/coronavirus-information/Getting-out-
and-about/social-dist-CV 

 
 
David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it can guarantee the care home sector that it 
will have adequate access to PPE from local hubs. 
 

S5W-29706 
 

Clare Haughey: As you will no doubt be aware, in the private, public and third 
sectors, the supply of PPE for social care is primarily the responsibility of 
social care providers themselves. However, given the immense pressure that 
global supply chains have been put under during the pandemic, we have 
been committed to providing top-up and emergency provision to ensure that 
staff have what they need and that they and the people they support have the 
necessary protection. That is why we set up supplies of PPE to support our 
essential social care sector from the national stock. 
 
Local PPE Hubs in all Health and Social Care Partnership areas that were set 
up in March are now well established in supporting care homes and other 
social care providers with their PPE needs. Social care providers including 
care homes also have access to a dedicated PPE helpline if they need 
emergency supplies that can’t be met by the Hubs.  
 
We have not reserved a specific number of PPE items for care homes from 
the national stock. Instead, the local social care PPE Hubs in every Health 
and Social Care Partnership area, where care homes can access additional 
supplies if they are struggling to get what they need through their normal 
supply routes, are being replenished weekly on the basis of demand and 
consumption. This ensures their stock levels are adequate to meet care 
homes’ and other social care providers’ needs, beyond providers’ own supply 
routes. Needs will vary across the sector and between different care homes, 
and this approach ensures that PPE levels through the national routes 
respond adequately to those needs. We are delivering between 4 and 5 
million items of PPE per week from the national stock into the social care 
sector. Approximately 50% of these items are being consumed by care 
homes.  
 
Prior to this pandemic we routinely held a pandemic stockpile of PPE, of 
which 25% was dedicated to the social care sector. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will provide an update on its position regarding 

https://www.rnib.org.uk/campaigning/campaigning-news/rnib-sends-supermarkets-guidance
https://www.rnib.org.uk/campaigning/campaigning-news/rnib-sends-supermarkets-guidance
https://www.henshaws.org.uk/top-tips-for-social-distancing-if-you-are-blind-or-visually-impaired/
https://www.henshaws.org.uk/top-tips-for-social-distancing-if-you-are-blind-or-visually-impaired/
https://www.sightadvicefaq.org.uk/coronavirus-information/Getting-out-and-about/social-dist-CV
https://www.sightadvicefaq.org.uk/coronavirus-information/Getting-out-and-about/social-dist-CV


10 
 

whether health and social care staff should be wearing eye protection to help 
reduce the spread of COVID-19. 
 

S5W-29717 
 

Clare Haughey: UK wide PPE Guidance sets out the recommended use of 
goggles and visors in different clinical and care settings. 
 
Given the recognised sustained transmission of COVID-19, the guidance 
includes detailed advice around risk assessing use of PPE, including eye 
protection, in a range of different clinical and care scenarios. 
 
Adequate stocks of goggles are held and distributed to both health boards, 
primary care providers and hubs based on need. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what funding it has set aside to support hospices during the 
COVID-19 outbreak, and how much has been allocated so far, also broken 
down by (a) hospice and (b) date of payment. 
 

S5W-29524 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what public health initiatives it plans to promote the importance 
of maintaining good physical and mental health during the various stages of 
the COVID-19 lockdown process. 
 

S5W-29560 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when COVID-19 testing for all community social care workers will be 
introduced, whether they show symptoms or not. 
 

S5W-29559 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 

when it will provide a substantive answer to question S5W-28175, which 

received a holding response from Jeane Freeman on 28 April 2020. 

S5W-29550 

 

Jeane Freeman: 

I shall reply to the member as soon as possible 

 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S5W-28665 by Jeane 
Freeman on 18 May 2020, how many people were discharged from hospital 
to a care home in (a) March, (b) April and (c) May 2020, also broken down 
by how many were tested for COVID-19. 
 

S5W-29543 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of 921 older people reportedly being discharged from 
hospital at the start of the COVID-19 outbreak, which care homes they were 
discharged to and what the cost was, both broken down by local authority 
area. 
 

S5W-29530 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government for what reason the Crown Office 
and Procurator Fiscal Service guidance of 30 March 2020 has not been 
amended to explicitly rule out the release from custody of people arrested for 
coughing or spitting on police officers during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-29808 
 

James Wolffe QC: The law on arrest and police custody was substantially 
reformed by the Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 2016 to provide a modern 
framework, consistent with the requirements of Article 5 of the European 
Convention on Human Rights. Section 14 of that Act sets out the statutory 
test which must be applied by Police Scotland when deciding, in each 
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individual case, whether or not an accused person can be detained in 
custody.  
 
A proposal that all persons arrested for coughing or spitting on police officers 
during the COVID-19 pandemic should be automatically detained would not 
be consistent with this statutory framework.  
 
The Lord Advocate’s Guidelines on the Liberation of Accused persons in the 
context of COVID-19 enable and support the detention of accused persons in 
appropriate cases, consistent with the legal framework which applies 
 
The Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service will take action to protect 
public safety, and the safety of essential front-line workers. Any person who 
deliberately endangers life, or spreads fear and alarm by pretending to do so, 
will be dealt with robustly. COPFS is working closely with the Police Service 
of Scotland to ensure the continued effective investigation and prosecution of 
crime, with a firm focus on public safety. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will provide guidance to local authorities to 
specify that taxi drivers should be permitted to install protective screening in 
their vehicles, and what conditions, if any, should apply. 
 

S5W-29549 
 

Ash Denham: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Rural Economy and Tourism 
 

Dean Lockhart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what additional support it 
will provide to the coach industry in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, in 
light of reports that a number of businesses are facing permanent closure, 
which could impact on jobs and the tourism sector. 
 

S5W-29581 
 

Fergus Ewing: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-28998 on 
27 May 2020 which is available on the Parliament's website, the search 
facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/ormain.aspx 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Social Security and Older People 
 
Andy Wightman (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many discretionary housing payment awards have been 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/ormain.aspx
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made by local authorities during (a) March, (b) April and (c) May 2020, and 
what the total value was of those payments. 
 

S5W-29747 
 

Shirley-Anne Somerville: Cumulative awards and expenditure for 
Discretionary Housing Payments in 2019-20 to the end of March 2020 are 
available in the official statistics publication here: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/discretionary-housing-payments-in-
scotland-1-april-2019-to-31-march-2020/.  
 
The figures to end of March 2020 show that there were 128,650 awards with a 
value of £66.0 million. 
 
We will publish awards value data covering April and May 2020 on 7 July 
2020 as pre-announced here: https://www.gov.scot/publications/official-
statistics-forthcoming-publications/. 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what steps it is taking to ensure that 
older people who are resident on islands, and who are isolated from their 
friends and family because of the COVID-19 pandemic, can access any 
necessary support that they require. 
 

S5W-29750 
 

Christina McKelvie: We know that island families are acutely feeling the pain 
of being separated during the pandemic. The National Islands Plan, which 
was published on 27 December 2019, recognises that every member of 
society has a right to live with dignity and to enjoy high quality public services, 
wherever they live.  
 
The Plan fully aims to meet the needs of all islanders - including older people 
who make a hugely valuable contribution to their communities. The Plan, 
which will now be delivered through a COVID lens, recognises the need for 
on-island support for older people and we will work hard with partners to 
ensure that we support them as they move out of the current crises. 
 
More generally we have put measures in place to protect those at highest risk, 
which includes some older people, through shielding, and letters were sent 
with information on what support is available, including deliveries of essential 
items, through a text service.  
 
A national helpline has also been set up to help people not shielding, but who 
are at risk, to access help. As of 10 June over 37,000 calls had been 
received, but we know this number is just a proportion of the calls Local 
Authorities are handling to support their communities every day. The helpline 
is operating during core working hours, and all Local Authorities also offer an 
out of hours service. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/discretionary-housing-payments-in-scotland-1-april-2019-to-31-march-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/discretionary-housing-payments-in-scotland-1-april-2019-to-31-march-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/official-statistics-forthcoming-publications/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/official-statistics-forthcoming-publications/
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To date we have provided around £1.7 million to organisations who are 
directly supporting the needs of older people during the pandemic. Around 
£700,000 of that funding has been awarded to Age Scotland’s Helpline as an 
established and trusted voice for advice to older people and their families on 
wide ranging issues, but also to offer friendship. 
 
Most recently, the £5 million ‘Connecting Scotland’ project will enable 9,000 
people, including some older people clinically at risk or on low incomes, get 
online with dedicated training and support. This will have a positive impact for 
older people who are currently digitally excluded. 
 
  



15 
 

Written questions lodged on 15 June 2020 
 
(Expected Answer Date: 29 June 2020) 
 
S5W-29890 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the 
delay to its proposed bill on restricting junk food promotions, and reports that 
obesity is linked with worse outcomes for COVID-19 patients, what progress it 
is making on other commitments in its diet and healthy weight action plan, 
and when it will publish its progress report on the plan. 
S5W-29891 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the 
delay to its proposed bill on restricting junk food promotions, and reports that 
obesity is linked with worse outcomes for COVID-19 patients, what immediate 
action it will take to tackle Scotland's reported obesity crisis. 
S5W-29894 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government what additional 
measures, including through procurement, it is considering to ensure that 
local produce from Scottish suppliers is included in the support for shielding 
households. 
S5W-29896 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government how it will ensure 
that the reported recent increase in demand for local, healthy food options 
can be sustained as lockdown restrictions are lifted, in order to support and 
promote healthier eating for all. 
S5W-29900 Beatrice Wishart: To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had with the UK Government regarding the impact of 
the Health Protection (Coronavirus) (International Restrictions) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2020 on workers in the oil and gas industry who are not exempt 
from quarantine.  
S5W-29901 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment it has made of the potential for some or all pupils to repeat a 
school year because of the COVID-19 crisis, and whether this course of 
action has been ruled out. 
S5W-29902 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government how it is 
informing and advising people with a learning disability regarding (a) COVID-
19 symptoms, (b) access to testing and (c) social distancing. 
S5W-29903 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
people with a learning disability have been tested for COVID-19, also broken 
down by how many tested positive. 
S5W-29904 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government how much 
financial support will be awarded to help schools in (a) South Lanarkshire, (b) 
North Lanarkshire and (c) the Falkirk area to comply with social distancing 
requirements. 
S5W-29905 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
additional (a) teachers and (b) other staff will be required in (i) 2020-21 and 
(ii) 2021-22 because of the impact of the COVID-19 crisis, broken down 
by local authority. 
S5W-29907 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government whether one-
to-one tutoring will be made available to pupils who have experienced 
significant disadvantage because of the COVID-19 crisis. 
S5W-29908 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the 
COVID-19 crisis, what learning and school resources will be available for 
children and young school pupils during summer 2020. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29890
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29891
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29894
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29896
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29900
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29901
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29902
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29903
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29904
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29905
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29907
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29908
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S5W-29909 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
calls have been made each week to the COVID-19 helpline, 0800 028 2816, 
broken down by (a) local authority and (b) NHS board area. 
S5W-29910 Neil Bibby: To ask the Scottish Government how many Do Not 
Attempt Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (DNACPR) notices were in place for 
NHS patients in (a) February, (b) March, (c) April and (d) May 2020, and how 
this compares with the previous year. 
S5W-29911 Neil Bibby: To ask the Scottish Government how many NHS 
patients are currently marked as Do Not Attempt Cardiopulmonary 
Resuscitation (DNACPR) with no record of consent from families. 
S5W-29912 Neil Bibby: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason 
death certification verification checks remain suspended. 
S5W-29913 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what guidance 
has been issued to schools regarding shielding to help them support (a) 
pupils and (b) (i) teaching and (ii) other staff. 
S5W-29914 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
people in the shielding category are aged (a) under 5 and (b) between 5 and 
15. 
S5W-29915 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what guidance 
is available to help leisure centres prepare for social distancing in (a) 
swimming pools, (b) gymnasiums and (c) changing rooms. 
S5W-29917 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government what action 
it is taking to ensure that major retail operators in Scotland are following the 
timetable and requirements on easing the lockdown and safe reopening that 
apply to their type of business in Scotland, rather than following those that 
apply elsewhere. 
S5W-29919 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government for what 
reason its COVID-19 pandemic response is not modelled on a strategy of 
elimination. 
S5W-29925 Liz Smith: To ask the Scottish Government how many former, 
trained teachers responded to the call from the General Teaching Council for 
Scotland to assist with school learning during the COVID-19 pandemic, and, 
of those, how many had (a) primary and (b) secondary school experience. 
S5W-29927 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the 
restrictions on visitors to hospitals, how DNAR (Do Not Attempt Resuscitation) 
orders are arranged with patients who do not have the capacity to make their 
own decisions. 
S5W-29928 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
hospital patients have been subject to a DNAR (Do Not Attempt 
Resuscitation) order in each of the last 12 months, and how this compares 
with the same month in the previous three years. 
S5W-29929 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government when 
owners of self-catering businesses will be able to visit their properties to 
conduct essential maintenance and to prepare for re-opening.  
S5W-29930 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government what analysis it 
has made of representations from Professor Chris Isles regarding the lifting of 
COVID-19 restrictions in Dumfries and Galloway.  
S5W-29936 Ross Greer: To ask the Scottish Government (a) when, (b) how 
and (c) on which topics the Scottish Learner Panel has been consulted during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29909
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29910
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29911
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29912
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29913
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29914
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29915
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29917
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29919
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29925
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29927
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29928
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29929
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29930
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29936
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S5W-29938 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government what 
initiatives it is undertaking to promote healthier lifestyles in response to the 
COVID-19 crisis.  
S5W-29945 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government when 
regular blood donors aged over 70 will be able to resume making blood 
donations. 
S5W-29946 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
will reconsider the two-metre social distance rule, in light of World Health 
Organization (WHO) guidance, and, if so, when.  
S5W-29947 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government what 
consideration it has given to allowing large family-run shops to re-open limited 
sections of their stores at the same time as smaller shops.  
S5W-29948 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
will publish a list of the businesses that have been awarded a grant through 
the Pivotal Enterprise Resilience Fund during the COVID-19 emergency. 
S5W-29949 Stuart McMillan: To ask the Scottish Government how outdoor 
centres, including those operated by Scouts Scotland, will be used by schools 
when classes resume in August 2020. 
S5W-29950 Stuart McMillan: To ask the Scottish Government what support 
is available to organisations and charities that run outdoor activity centres, 
particularly if schools and youth groups cancel residential trips due to take 
place in 2020-21.  
S5W-29951 Stuart McMillan: To ask the Scottish Government what financial 
support is available to local authorities to enable them to hire outdoor activity 
centres to assist with blended learning once schooling resumes in August 
2020.  
S5W-29952 Stuart McMillan: To ask the Scottish Government whether 
outdoor and adventure employees, including those who deliver Duke of 
Edinburgh Awards, John Muir Awards and the Leave No Trace initiatives, are 
to be called on to help upskill school staff and assist with blended learning 
and more outdoor learning taking place when schooling resumes in August 
2020. 
S5W-29953 Stuart McMillan: To ask the Scottish Government what financial 
support will be made available to community groups, particularly those that 
maintain and operate community halls, if these are to remain closed beyond 
phase 4 of the COVID-19 route map. 
S5W-29954 Stuart McMillan: To ask the Scottish Government when youth 
work is expected to be allowed to restart in a face-to-face capacity as part of 
the COVID-19 route map.  
S5W-29955 Anas Sarwar: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide an update on the development of a COVID-19 antibody test. 
S5W-29956 Anas Sarwar: To ask the Scottish Government whether it has 
sold, or allowed access to, COVID-19-related health data, including patients' 
personal medical information, to any third party and, if so, (a) what data, (b) to 
whom and (c) for what reason. 
S5W-29960 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what information 
it has on links between COVID-19 and deep vein thrombosis (DVT), and what 
research it is undertaking or planning to undertake into any such links.  
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to 
COVID-19, answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily 
written answer reports, which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by 
keyword, MSP asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by 
date and other filters, through the advanced search function on the 
Parliament’s website here. 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

