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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Thursday 11 June 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 11 June can be found on page 18 of this 
document. 
 
Links to Portfolio Questions and a Topical Question relating to COVID-

19 on 11 June, are included at page 17.  

 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 11 June) 
 

Government Initiated Question 

 

George Adam (Paisley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government when the Restricting Foods Promotions Bill will be introduced to 
the Parliament. 
 

S5W-29843  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: We are no longer planning to introduce the Restricting 
Foods Promotions Bill in this Parliament. 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has had a significant impact, including on the food 
and drink and retail industries and on consumer behaviour. It is not yet clear 
what its long term impact will be. It is important we understand this fully and 
that we assess the economic and equality impacts of our proposed measures 
post-pandemic. 
 
Pausing the introduction of the Bill provides us with an opportunity to take 
stock. It enables us to take into account the impact of the COVID-19 
lockdown, including on people’s diet and healthy weight. We will be able to 
consider fully whether a more wide-ranging Bill is required to tackle 
Scotland’s diet and weight problem after the pandemic.  
 
Tackling poor diet and overweight is a public health priority and remains a 
priority for this government. We are taking wide-ranging action to help people 
make healthier eating choices. As set out in our 2018 Diet and Healthy 
Weight Delivery Plan, our ambition is to halve childhood obesity by 2030 and 
significantly reduce diet-related health inequalities. 
 
We remain fully committed to restricting the promotion and marketing of foods 
high in fat, sugar or salt where they are sold to the public and will seek to 
progress this measure as soon as it is possible to do so. Work already 
underway to further improve the evidence base to underpin the proposals will 
continue. We will also continue to engage with the other administrations in the 
UK to explore the scope for the possible alignment of policy and legislation. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 

 

Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what access business improvement 
districts will have to funding to help support and implement safe shopping 
practices across high streets and other retail locations in response to the 
COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-29468  
 
Aileen Campbell: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether the Barnett consequentials 
arising from the UK Government Re-opening High Streets Safely Fund in 
response to the COVID-19 outbreak will be ringfenced for measures to 
support high streets and town centres in introducing social distancing 
provisions. 
 

S5W-29467  
 
Aileen Campbell: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what discussions it has had with energy companies to help 
alleviate any fuel poverty that has been caused or exacerbated by the COVID-
19 crisis. 
 

S5W-29665  
 
Kevin Stewart: The Scottish Government is engaging regularly with Energy 
UK and Ofgem to ensure that the needs of fuel poor households are 
considered. We are also engaging with individual suppliers to discuss how 
they are supporting their customers. I last spoke to Energy UK on 2nd June 
when I pressed for their members to provide support in a more consistent 
way. 
 
As energy is reserved, I wrote to the UK Government on 21 April to press 
them to take further action and provide additional financial help for 
households.   
 
The Scottish Government has also strengthened existing arrangements for 
support to fuel poor households, including increasing the funding for the 
Scottish Welfare Fund and providing funds to various organisations 
supporting those struggling with energy costs at this time. 
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We continue to engage regularly with stakeholders to understand the issues 
that households are facing and where relevant we share this feedback with 
both Energy UK and Ofgem to ensure it can be acted upon. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will provide the New Lanark Trust with emergency 
funding to cope with its loss of income due to the COVID-19 outbreak and in 
order to avoid its potential closure. 
 

S5W-29544  
 
Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government recognises the importance of New 
Lanark as one of Scotland’s six World Heritage Sites, and we are committed 
to doing everything we can to ensure it can continue to thrive. 
 
My officials attended two online meetings on Friday 29th May, hosted by 
Aileen Campbell MSP as the local Clydesdale constituency MSP, to discuss 
its situation including concerns surrounding the recent potential redundancy 
announcements, and its financial situation. We have offered the Scottish 
Government’s full support to work alongside the Trust and other partners to 
address these issues including consideration of specific short-term funding 
needs. 
 
Historic Environment Scotland (HES), our lead public body for the historic 
environment, and Scottish Enterprise are also supporting the New Lanark 
Trust to conduct a strategic review of its business operations which is 
designed to ensure the long-term viability and sustainability of this important 
asset. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to provide long-term support to 
local media outlets. 
 

S5W-29622  
 
Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government has made available an additional £3 
million marketing spend in Scottish newspapers across the rest of the year. 
This will be targeted where it is most needed, including local newspapers, to 
support them during the COVID-19 crisis. 
 
We recognise the importance of local newspapers and other local media 
outlets and will consider how best to support their long-term future as part of 
the recovery process. 
 
 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what the (a) average and (b) total 
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amount of funding paid out to date is as part of the Creative, Tourism and 
Hospitality Enterprises Hardship Fund, broken down by local authority area. 
 

S5W-29501  
 
Fiona Hyslop: The Creative, Tourism and Hospitality Enterprises Hardship 
Fund (CTHEHF) provides support, unavailable elsewhere in the UK, for small 
creative, tourism and hospitality companies who have experienced at least 
50% loss of current or projected revenue as a result of COVID-19 and are 
experiencing hardship. Due to significant demand we increased the fund from 
£20m to £30m. The fund is administered by our enterprise agencies, which 
are currently progressing applications. The fund is now closed.  
 
Each enterprise agency administers the fund in its respective area. The 
performance data are compiled by Scottish Enterprise on behalf of all three 
agencies, consulting and working together with Creative Scotland and Visit 
Scotland. As applications are still being processed the fund’s performance 
data are incomplete. I have asked the Chief Executive of Scottish Enterprise 
to write to you this month as soon as the data you have requested can be 
reported.  
 
Once all applications have been appraised and funding distributed, the 
intention is to publish information relating to the demand for CTHEHF and our 
other business support funds, including volume and value of applications.  
 
Our targeted support funds to the creative, tourism and hospitality sector, 
along with support to SMEs who are vulnerable but vital to their local 
economies, and the newly self-employed have resulted in awards totalling 
£104m as of 2nd June; that is grant offers to over 2500 businesses and 4160 
self-employed people to date. 
 
 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many applications to the 
Creative, Tourism and Hospitality Enterprises Hardship Fund (a) were (i) 
received, (ii) accepted and (iii) rejected and (b) are still awaiting processing, 
broken down by local authority area. 
 

S5W-29499  
 
Fiona Hyslop: The Creative, Tourism and Hospitality Enterprises Hardship 
Fund (CTHEHF) provides support, unavailable elsewhere in the UK, for small 
creative, tourism and hospitality companies who have experienced at least 
50% loss of current or projected revenue as a result of COVID-19 and are 
experiencing hardship. Due to significant demand we increased the fund from 
£20m to £30m. The fund is administered by our enterprise agencies, which 
are currently progressing applications. The fund is now closed.  
 
Each enterprise agency administers the fund in its respective area. The 
performance data are compiled by Scottish Enterprise on behalf of all three 
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agencies, consulting and working together with Creative Scotland and Visit 
Scotland. As applications are still being processed the fund’s performance 
data are incomplete. I have asked the Chief Executive of Scottish Enterprise 
to write to you this month as soon as the data you have requested can be 
reported.  
 
Once all applications have been appraised and funding distributed, the 
intention is to publish information relating to the demand for CTHEHF and our 
other business support funds, including volume and value of applications. 
 
 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many applications to the Pivotal 
Enterprise Resilience Fund (a) were (i) received, (ii) accepted and (iii) rejected 
and (b) are still awaiting processing, broken down by local authority area. 
 

S5W-29495  
 
Fiona Hyslop: Through the Pivotal Enterprise Resilience Fund (PERF), we 
are providing support unavailable elsewhere in the UK. Due to significant 
demand, we doubled the Fund to £90m and have since further increased it to 
£120m. The fund has now closed. 
 
Each enterprise agency administers the fund in its respective area. The 
performance data are compiled by Scottish Enterprise on behalf of all three 
agencies, consulting and working together with Creative Scotland and Visit 
Scotland. As applications are still being processed the fund’s performance 
data are incomplete. I have asked the Chief Executive of Scottish Enterprise 
to write to you this month as soon as the data you have requested can be 
reported.  
 
Once all applications have been appraised and funding distributed, the 
intention is to publish information relating to the demand for PERF and our 
other business support funds, including volume and value of applications.  
 
 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what the (a) average and (b) total 
amount of funding paid out to date is as part of the Pivotal Enterprise 
Resilience Fund, broken down by local authority area. 
 

S5W-29497  
 
Fiona Hyslop: Through the Pivotal Enterprise Resilience Fund (PERF), we 
are providing support unavailable elsewhere in the UK. Due to significant 
demand, we doubled the Fund to £90m and have since further increased it to 
£120m. The fund has now closed.  
 
Each enterprise agency administers the fund in its respective area. The 
performance data are compiled by Scottish Enterprise on behalf of all three 
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agencies, consulting and working together with Creative Scotland and Visit 
Scotland. As applications are still being processed the fund’s performance 
data are incomplete. I have asked the Chief Executive of Scottish Enterprise 
to write to you this month as soon as the data you have requested can be 
reported.  
 
Once all applications have been appraised and funding distributed, the 
intention is to publish information relating to the demand for PERF and our 
other business support funds, including volume and value of applications.  
 
As of 2nd June, our targeted support funds to the creative, tourism and 
hospitality sector, along with support to SMEs who are vulnerable but vital to 
their local economies, and the newly self-employed have resulted in awards 
totalling £104m; that is grant offers to over 2500 businesses and 4160 self-
employed people to date. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform 

 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the COVID-19 lockdown arrangements, whether 
Scottish Water (a) is required or (b) has offered to pay contractors that are 
unable to continue delivery of work on capital investment and maintenance 
programmes and, if so, what the estimated or actual value of these payments 
has been each month. 
 

S5W-29650  
 
Roseanna Cunningham: Contractors delivering capital investment and 
maintenance programmes for Scottish Water operate under contracts that use 
the recognised New Engineering Contracts published by the Institution of Civil 
Engineers. These contracts include provisions relating to costs when 
unforeseen events occur. The shutdown as a result of COVID-19 is such an 
event. 
 
During the COVID-19 crisis, contractors have made use of the UK 
Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme where their employees have been unable 
to work which has mitigated the cost to Scottish Water during the COVID-19 
shutdown. Scottish Water is currently working with its supply chain to 
establish and ensure only properly due monies are paid in line with the 
aforementioned contracts and taking account of the Job Retention Scheme. It 
will take some time to complete assessments as the supply chain staff return 
from furlough but an early view is a cost of £9-15 million in total for the months 
of April and May. These costs will be subject to a full commercial audit and 
scrutiny when they are fully presented. 
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Mark Ruskell (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether more effective deer management systems will 
be an integral part of its green recovery from the COVID-19 crisis. 
 

S5W-29584  
 
Roseanna Cunningham: Earlier this year I asked the Committee on Climate 
Change to provide independent, expert advice on the best way forward to 
support our net-zero targets and to ensure a green recovery for Scotland 
following the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
The Committee on Climate Change set out six recommendations, including a 
shift toward long-term behaviours and tackling the wider ‘resilience deficit’ on 
climate change. 
 
We are considering the Committee’s recommendations and we will also have 
the benefit of recommendations by the Economic Recovery Advisory Group 
which has been examining the opportunities of a green recovery as part of its 
work. 
 
The potential for effective deer management as part of a green recovery will 
be considered as part of our consideration of the recommendations by the 
independent Deer Working Group. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 

Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has made of impact of the 
COVID-19 lockdown on young people’s mental health. 
 

S5W-29637  
 
Clare Haughey: The Scottish Government is taking steps to develop a robust 
understanding of the impact of COVID-19 on young people’s mental health 
and to respond to these. 
 
The Mental Health Research Advisory Group has been established to monitor 
and interpret research developments. This will help us to put in place 
evidence-based responses across the population including for young people. 
 
The Chief Scientist Office is funding rapid Scottish led research on COVID-19, 
including studies looking at Children Young People’s mental health, with a 
specific focus on vulnerable children. We will also continue to monitor surveys 
and research such as the Young Scot Lockdown Lowdown. 
 
We have invested £105,000 to support Young Scot to create Aye Feel, an 
enhanced digital mental wellbeing resource for young people. The new 
content is hosted on Young Scot’s own digital platform – as well as on social 
media. Aye Feel provides a place where young people can find information 
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and advice within Young Scot’s well-established set of services which young 
people already use. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action it is taking to address health inequalities, in response 
to reports that COVID-19 is more greatly affecting areas of high deprivation. 
 

S5W-29281  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: In our “Framework for Decision-Making”, we made a 
commitment to put equality and human rights at the heart of our response to 
COVID-19. 
 
To support this, analytical partners across the Scottish Government, National 
Records of Scotland, Public Health Scotland and the NHS are working to 
better understand the impact of Covid-19 across a range of socio-
demographic factors, including the link with poverty and deprivation, and how 
we can best support all vulnerable groups at this time. 
 
In terms of action and additional investment so far, through the £350 million 
package of Communities Funding announced on 18 March we have allocated 
£102 million to Scotland’s local authorities so they can support those in need 
through this crisis. 
 
This includes: £50 million in hardship funding which can be used as they see 
fit with no reporting requirements; £30 million from our Food Fund, supporting 
them to deliver a local coordinated response for those in need and helping 
children and young people access Free School Meal entitlements; and an 
initial £22 million boost to their Scottish Welfare Fund budget, allowing local 
authorities to reach more people in need with immediate support through 
Crisis Grants. 
 
Across Scotland, a further £23 million boost to the Scottish Welfare Fund will 
be targeted where it is needed most – bringing total investment to £80.5 
million in 2020-21 - and we have established a £50 million reserve to provide 
additional funding for the Council Tax Reduction scheme and Scottish social 
security benefits. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action it is taking to (a) make the public aware that COVID-
19 can affect people differently and (b) educate and raise public awareness of 
the common, mild and serious COVID-19 symptoms to be aware of. 
 

S5W-29341  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government is undertaking a variety of actions 
to ensure the public are aware of how COVID-19 can affect people differently. 
These include: 
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* Daily First Minister Briefings 
* Media and social media relations activity on a daily basis to communicate 
key messages 
* Paid for marketing campaigns across TV, radio, newspapers and online 
* Leaflet delivered to every household in Scotland during April 
* Working with external organisations such as Health Boards, third sector and 
private sector to communicate key messages 
* Writing to everyone who is potentially at greater risk from COVID-19 to 
shield themselves from the virus and outline the support available to them to 
do this 
* Section on www.gov.scot that is dedicated to latest information on COVID-
19 
 
Much of the above activity will have covered the key symptoms the COVID-
19. For example, when the loss of or change in sense of smell or taste was 
added to the list of symptoms the Scottish Government activated an 
advertising campaign across TV, radio and digital advertising on 19 May 2020 
which highlighted all three symptoms. These adverts were active until 28 May 
2020. 
 
The Test & Protect advertising that was launched on 28 May 2020 also 
include details of the symptoms the public need to be aware of. 
 
Alongside the three common symptoms we also include information to contact 
111 if symptoms worsen or if symptoms are still present after seven days. 
 
 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of recent international research on the links between low 
vitamin D levels and COVID-19 severity, what consideration it has given to 
testing vitamin D levels in (a) hospital patients and (b) care home residents. 
 

S5W-29310  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-29308 on  
11 June 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available 
on the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what research it is (a) carrying out and (b) supporting on the 
impact of low levels of vitamin D on high-risk COVID-19 groups, including (i) 
black and minority ethnic people, (ii) obese people and (iii) older people (A) in 
and (B) outwith care homes. 
 

S5W-29309  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-29308 on  

www.gov.scot%20
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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11 June 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available 
on the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what research it is (a) carrying out and (b) supporting on vitamin 
D deficiency and its impact on COVID-19 severity and mortality. 
 

S5W-29308  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government through the Chief Scientist Office 
(CSO) and NHS Research Scotland (NRS) is providing support for research 
studies taking place in Scotland that have been prioritised through the Urgent 
Public Health Research into COVID-19 process managed by the National 
Institute for Health Research. This process, which is based on independent 
scientific advice and operates on an agreed UK-wide basis, helps to ensure 
that the best use is made of the constrained resources and capacity available 
to support clinical research in the NHS. It prioritises studies that hold the most 
promise for addressing COVID-19 challenges, and helps ensure no 
duplication of effort. Currently, no studies in Scotland investigating vitamin D 
levels and COVID-19 disease are being supported by CSO and NRS. 
 
Public Health Scotland’s Scottish Public Health Network and Knowledge 
Services teams have been working with colleagues in both public health 
pharmacy and public health nutrition in local NHS Boards on a rapid synthesis 
of the existing evidence base on the need for vitamin D supplementation, over 
and above existing guidance on vitamin D supplementation, and the role high 
dose vitamin D may have in the treatment of people with COVID-19. This 
work is still at an early stage. 
 
 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what research it is (a) carrying out and (b) supporting on the 
impact of low levels of vitamin D on high-risk COVID-19 groups, including (i) 
black and minority ethnic people, (ii) obese people and (iii) older people (A) in 
and (B) outwith care homes. 
 

S5W-29309  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-29308 on  
11 June 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available 
on the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government, in light of considering the establishment of a 
national care service in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, whether it is 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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considering establishing a national general practice service and, if so, what 
work it has carried out regarding this. 
 

S5W-29628  
 
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government is not considering the 
establishment of a "national general practice service". 
 
Since the inception of the NHS, general practice has developed as an 
independent contractor model. After consideration and wide discussion the 
Scottish Government and BMA agreed in 2018 that general practice would 
continue as an independent contractor model. 
 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government at what stage in the easing of lockdown restrictions 
physiotherapists will be able to return to work. 
 

S5W-29640  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government recognises the important role that 
Physiotherapists play in maintaining the health and wellbeing of the people of 
Scotland and while progress out of the crisis has not be as quick as any of us 
would have wished for, we must move forward at a pace that continues to 
protect public health.  
 
As we move forward in Phase 1, it is important that we follow the spirit of the 
route map and support the key public health message to ‘stay at home as 
much as possible during phase 1’. 
 
We appreciate that Physiotherapists will be anxious to know when each 
phase will start. However, it is not possible to be precise with the timings of 
when we will move into each phase. Indeed it may be that not all parts of each 
phase will be introduced at the same time.  
 
Transition from one phase to the next will very much depend on the changes 
we see in the spread of the disease, only moving to a less restrictive phase if 
it remains under control and if we can keep the ‘R’ number below 1. By 
adopting the phased approach to restarting services and not encouraging 
significant numbers of people to travel for treatments or procedures that are 
not essential or urgent we will help to reduce the risk of potentially raising the 
value of R. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government when it expects sports therapists to be able to start face-to-face 
appointments again, and what the difference is in the guidance on COVID-19 
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measures between sports therapists and physiotherapists in terms of when 
they can see clients again. 
 

S5W-29639  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government recognises the important role that 
Sports Therapists play in maintaining the health and wellbeing of the people 
of Scotland and while progress out of the crisis has not be as quick as any of 
us would have wished for, we must move forward at a pace that continues to 
protect public health.  
 
As we move forward in Phase 1, it is important that we follow the spirit of the 
route map and support the key public health message to ‘stay as home as 
much as possible during phase 1’. 
 
We appreciate that Sports Therapists will be anxious to know when each 
phase will start. However, it is not possible to be precise with the timings of 
when we will move into each phase. Indeed it may be that not all parts of each 
phase will be introduced at the same time.  
 
Transition from one phase to the next will very much depend on the changes 
we see in the spread of the disease, only moving to a less restrictive phase if 
it remains under control and if we can keep the ‘R’ number below 1.  By 
adopting the phased approach to restarting services and not encouraging 
significant numbers of people to travel for treatments or procedures that are 
not essential or urgent we will help to reduce the risk of potentially raising the 
value of R. 
 
Sports Therapists and privately practicing Physiotherapists will be expected to 
follow the guidance as set out by Health Protection Scotland and the Scottish 
Government in regards to returning to practice. 
 
 
Alexander Stewart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what steps it is taking to 
ensure that there is national coordination in place to set up COVID-19-free 
sites for cancer surgery, and what cancers these sites will be able to treat. 
 

S5W-29572  
 
Jeane Freeman: We are working hard to ensure vital and urgent care 
remains, including the use of the Golden Jubilee and the use of private 
hospital capacity to treat these NHS patients. By utilising the private sector 
capacity we are able to provide a COVID free environment for urgent cancer 
procedures. 
 
On 31 May we published our framework for re-mobilising our health services, 
“Re-mobilise, Recover, Re-design.” The framework sets out how Health 
Boards will follow national and local clinical advice to safely and gradually 
prioritise the resumption of some paused services. 
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To complement this we published on 4 June the Framework for Recovery of 
Cancer Surgery. This includes consideration of establishing dedicated “green” 
specific areas to carry out cancer treatments. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it has considered rolling out virtual prison visits in light of 
the COVID-19 pandemic and, if so, when it expects these to commence. 
 

S5W-29464  
 
Humza Yousaf: I have asked Teresa Medhurst, Interim Chief Executive of 
the Scottish Prison Service (SPS), to respond. Her response is as follows: 
 
Work on the provision of ‘virtual visits’ across the entire Scottish prison estate 
has been underway since 24 April 2020. SPS has signed a short term 
contract with a private service provider to deliver a managed service via a 
web based portal and 3 priority pilot test sites have been identified at 
HMP&YOI Cornton Vale, HMYOI Polmont and HMP Shotts. The system will 
‘go live’ from 15 June. The first three sites to go live will be HMPYOI Cornton 
Vale, HMPYOI Polmont and HMP Shotts. The system will then be rolled out 
across the prison estate and it is anticipated that all sites will be operational 
by the end of the month. 
 
 
Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the ministerial statement by the Cabinet Secretary for 
Justice on 21 April 2020, when mobile phones will be distributed to those 
currently in the care of the Scottish Prison Service. 
 

S5W-29463  
 
Humza Yousaf: I have asked Teresa Medhurst, Interim Chief Executive of 
the Scottish Prison Service (SPS), to respond. Her response is as follows: 
 
SPS is working with a mobile phone provider to deliver a service to all those 
currently in the care of SPS.  
 
It is anticipated that mobile phones will start to be distributed to individuals 
from mid-June 2020.  
 
In addition to the initiatives mentioned above a range of other actions have 
been taken to encourage positive family contacts, including; 
 
• The extension of the email a prisoner scheme across the whole prison 
estate’ 
• The extension likewise of the voicemail a prisoner service. 
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• The provision of additional phone credits (£2.50 a week) to prisoners. 
• Staff are working to ensure that individuals have as much access as 
possible to the PIN phone system. 
• SPS have suspended charges for in-cell televisions to ensure people 
have access to cash for making phone calls. 
 
 
Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it carried out a Children’s Rights and Wellbeing Impact 
Assessment for the Prisons and Young Offenders Institutions (Scotland) 
Amendment Rules 2020 and, if so, when it will publish this. 
 

S5W-29462  
 
 
Humza Yousaf: I have asked Teresa Medhurst, Interim Chief Executive of 
the Scottish Prison Service (SPS), to respond. Her response is as follows: 
 
A Children’s Rights and Wellbeing Impact Assessment was not carried out for 
the Prisons and Young Offenders Institutions (Scotland) Amendment Rules 
2020. 
 
The changes to the Prison Rules were taken forward in a very limited 
timeframe to support an immediate response to the exceptional pressures 
facing prisons during the COVID19 outbreak. The changes were designed to 
help SPS: (1) reduce the risks of the virus spreading within prisons; (2) to 
support operational stability; and finally (3) to protect the health of those living 
and working in our prisons.  
 
The changes introduced by these current amendments to the Prison Rules 
will only be in force for the duration of the Coronavirus outbreak.   
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Rural Economy and Tourism 

Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to the proposals 
from representatives of caravan park owners regarding the safe re-opening of 
sites, which have been closed because of the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-29469  
 
Fergus Ewing: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 

Mark Ruskell (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how it will support cycle training to enable socially-
distanced safe cycling to and from schools when pupils return. 
 

S5W-29583  
 
Michael Matheson: Cycling Scotland delivers Bikeability, the national cycle 
training programme for schoolchildren, using Transport Scotland grant 
funding. Despite the restrictions imposed by lockdown, Cycling Scotland were 
able to work with schools in nine local authorities to support the continuation 
of the Bikeability programme in childcare hubs for the children of key workers. 
As major restrictions begin to ease, Bikeability will be made available to every 
school in participating authorities that requests it in academic year 20-21. All 
Bikeability Scotland training resources have been made available to all local 
authorities as digital downloads and resources are available for parents and 
carers, including training videos, games and activities. Cycling Scotland have 
also prepared guidance for tutors and instructors on the safe delivery of 
training while Coronavirus restrictions remain in place. 
 
Through the Spaces for People programme, administered by Sustrans, we 
have made up to £30 million available for local authorities to build temporary 
walking, wheeling and cycling infrastructure to enable physical distancing. 
With the capacity of public transport severely restricted, active travel is a good 
option for every day short journeys such as the school run and this fund can 
be used by local authorities to enable safer travel to and from schools. 
 
 
Dean Lockhart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what assistance it is giving 
to public transport firms with the recruiting of social distancing marshals for 
each phase of COVID-19 lockdown easing. 
 

S5W-29579  
 
 
Michael Matheson: Transport Scotland is working closely to support public 
transport companies to ensure that they will be able to respond to higher 
levels of demand as we ease out of lockdown. We have issued guidance to 
operators which sets out that they should adopt a risk based approach and 
maintain 2 metres physical distancing, wherever possible, for staff and 
passengers on the transport network. Any recruitment of staff, including the 
management of physical distancing, would be a matter for the operator 
concerned. 
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Dean Lockhart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many times the Rail 
Recovery Taskforce, which it has established in response to the COVID-19 
outbreak, has met, and how many future meetings are scheduled. 
 

S5W-29578  
 
Michael Matheson: The Rail Recovery Task Force, which comprises of 
Transport Scotland, Abellio ScotRail and Network Rail, was established in 
April 2020 to develop plans to increase rail passenger services in line with 
Scottish Government advice. 
 
The Task Force first met on 28 April 2020, has met twice weekly since that 
date and will continue to do so until rail passenger services are able to return, 
as far as is possible to pre COVID-19 levels. 
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ORAL QUESTIONS ON 11 JUNE 2020 

Portfolio Questions 
 
There were Portfolio Questions on Rural Economy and Tourism, Transport, 
Infrastructure and Connectivity and Justice and the Law Officers, many 
relating to COVID-19. The questions and answers can be found in the Official 
Report of proceedings here. 
 
Topical Question 
 
The question and answer to the Topical Question below, held over from 
Tuesday 9 June, can be found here. 
 
3. James Kelly (Glasgow) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Government what 
arrangements are being made to enable prisoners to have contact with their 
families during the Covid-19 outbreak. (S5T-02245) 
 
 
 
 

  

http://parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12689&i=114784
http://parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12689&i=114811
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Written questions lodged on 11 June 2020 
(Expected Answer Date: 25 June 2020) 

S5W-29803 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what 
regulations govern the operation of mobile ice-cream vans; whether it has any 
plans to review these, and what impact the COVID-19 outbreak has had on 
them. 
S5W-29845 Sarah Boyack: To ask the Scottish Government how it 
will support the promotion of local and day-trip tourism in its work as part of its 
domestic visitor marketing campaign. 
S5W-29846 Sarah Boyack: To ask the Scottish Government, to help boost 
their local economies and further develop civic pride, what action it will take to 
encourage people to support their local hospitality providers, tourism sites and 
cultural attractions in the coming months as the COVID-19 lockdown 
restrictions are relaxed. 
S5W-29847 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-29478 by Jeane Freeman on 10 June 2020, whether 
it will provide the information that was requested regarding how many people 
in care homes have died from COVID-19 or had COVID-19 mentioned on 
their death certificate, and for what reason it did not provide this information in 
its answer. 
S5W-29850 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had with local authorities regarding giving children 
with additional support needs priority access to community facilities during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-29851 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what 
engagement it has had with (a) local authorities and (b) Education 
Scotland regarding increasing the provision of specialist digital devices and 
services for children with additional support needs during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
S5W-29852 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what 
efforts are being made during the COVID-19 pandemic (a) locally and (b) 
nationally to provide children with highly-specialised additional support needs, 
and their teachers, with training and resources to enable them to use 
specialist digital devices and services. 
S5W-29853 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions there have been during the COVID-19 pandemic with 
council education authorities regarding keeping special schools and additional 
support needs departments open for vulnerable children during the summer 
holiday. 
S5W-29854 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what 
specialist practical support is being put in place during the COVID-19 
pandemic (a) locally and (b) nationally for children with the highest, most 
complex needs, who might be excluded from accessing such 
services as provision can be considered too complicated or risky.  
S5W-29855 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions have taken place during the COVID-19 pandemic with council 
education authorities to enable special school buildings and facilities to be 
used flexibly by non-education staff to support pupils with recreation. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29803
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29845
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29846
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29847
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29850
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29851
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29852
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29853
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29854
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29855
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S5W-29856 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what 
proposals are in place (a) locally and (b) nationally to reintegrate children 
with additional support needs back to school life, in light of concerns that a 
number have fallen out of the habit of attending because of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
S5W-29857 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government what the 
timeline is for further talks between it, the National Trust for Scotland and 
Scottish Enterprise, following the meeting on 26 May 2020. 
S5W-29858 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government what 
immediate support it can provide to properties owned by the National Trust for 
Scotland that are unable to support social distancing regulations, while 
the talks over long-term assistance are ongoing. 
S5W-29859 Mark Griffin: To ask the Scottish Government what action it has 
taken to meet its duties to communicate in an inclusive way as set out in 
section (a) 6 of the Coronavirus (Scotland) (No.2) Act 2020, (b) 6 (7)(b) of the 
Consumer Scotland Act 2020 and (c) 4(2) of the Social Security (Scotland) 
Act 2018. 
S5W-29860 Mark Griffin: To ask the Scottish Government what the 
estimated cost is of meeting its duties to communicate in an inclusive way as 
set out in section (a) 6 of the Coronavirus (Scotland) (No.2) Act 2020, (b) 6 
(7)(b) of the Consumer Scotland Act 2020 and (c) 4(2) of the Social Security 
(Scotland) Act 2018, and what budget it has allocated to ensure compliance 
with each of these duties. 
S5W-29861 Claudia Beamish: To ask the Scottish Government what it is 
doing for workers whose job always requires PPE for respiratory protection 
but who are going without due to unprecedented demands for PPE. 
S5W-29862 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government how it will 
fulfil its commitment in its COVID-19 framework for decision making to support 
Scotland's partner countries of Malawi, Zambia and Rwanda to build 
resilience to, and tackle the impact of, COVID-19. 
S5W-29863 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what additional 
funding it will make available for colleges in order to support Scotland's levels 
of employment post-COVID-19. 
S5W-29864 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what it is doing to 
support the recruitment of skilled (a) teachers and (b) lecturers, and what its 
position is on their importance in supporting an economic recovery post-
COVID-19. 
S5W-29866 Ross Greer: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
students in each higher education institution have received payments from the 
Higher Education Discretionary Fund since 23 March 2020. 
S5W-29867 Stuart McMillan: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it 
has to establish a funding stream to assist businesses that will not be able to 
operate until phase 4 of the COVID-19 route map. 
S5W-29868 Sarah Boyack: To ask the Scottish Government whether zoos 
and other attractions will be eligible for bridging support following the 
reopening of the tourism sector to mitigate for the loss of income during the 
COVID-19 lockdown, and whether it will confirm when all such facilities will be 
able to reopen to the public. 
S5W-29869 Sarah Boyack: To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had with the owners of (a) Edinburgh and (b) Five Sisters 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29856
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29857
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29858
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29859
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29860
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29861
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29862
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29863
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29864
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29866
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29867
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29868
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29869
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Zoo regarding the (i) impact of the COVID-19 lockdown on the zoo’s 
operations and finances and (ii) requirements of the zoo ahead of reopening 
to the public. 
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to 
COVID-19, answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily 
written answer reports, which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by 
keyword, MSP asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by 
date and other filters, through the advanced search function on the 
Parliament’s website here. 

 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

