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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Wednesday 10 June 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 10 June can be found on page 42 of this 
document. 
 
Links to First Minister’s Questions relating to COVID-19 on 10 June, are 
included at page 41. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 10 June) 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government  
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government when property valuers and surveyors will be 
able to resume work, and what assessment it has made of whether plans to 
reopen the housing market are being held back by property valuers and 
surveyors not yet being able to do so. 
 

S5W-29590 
 

Kevin Stewart: A relaxation of restrictions on home moves is anticipated in 
phase 2 of the recovery plan, as set out in Scotland’s route map through and 
out of the crisis, published on 21 May. Restrictions will only be relaxed if the 
virus remains suppressed and the evidence allows us to do so. During phase 
1, surveyors should continue to follow the Scottish Government guidance 
published on 31 March: https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-
19-guidance-moving-home/. 
 
We are working with a wide range of stakeholders through our Home Moves 
in Scotland Working Group, including the Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors, to develop revised guidance for phase 2.  
 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government when estate agents will be allowed to begin advertising, showing 
and selling houses again as part of the process of easing the COVID-19 
process. 
 

S5W-29649 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-moving-home/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-moving-home/
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Kevin Stewart: A relaxation of restrictions on home moves is anticipated in 
phase 2 of the recovery plan, as set out in Scotland’s route map through and 
out of the crisis, published on 21 May. Restrictions will only be relaxed if the 
virus remains suppressed and the evidence allows us to do so. During phase 
1, estate agents should continue to follow the Scottish Government guidance 
published on 31 March: https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-
19-guidance-moving-home/. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Constitution, Europe and External Affairs 
 

Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government at what phase of the current COVID-19 route map social 
distancing rules for non-cohabiting couples will no longer apply, in light of 
marriages and civil ceremonies being set to resume in some form in phase 2 
of the plan. 
 

S5W-29460 
 

Michael Russell: In all our decisions on the phasing of changes to 
restrictions, we have to be conscious of the need to avoid the rapid spread of 
the virus and the NHS being overwhelmed. We appreciate that the current 
physical distancing measures are difficult, particularly for those who have 
been unable to see family, friends and partners. We will not keep them in 
place any longer than is necessary. 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what steps it is taking to 
support companies that are facing (a) financial and (b) other difficulties 
because of the COVID-19 pandemic to help them maintain a presence in the 
country when the crisis ends. 
 

S5W-29556 
 

Fiona Hyslop: We continue to support Scotland’s businesses by passing on 
every penny we receive from the UK Government for this purpose, and more 
directly to businesses, as well as continuing to press the UK Government to 
ensure that key sectors, where it is clear that difficulties will be longer-lasting 
(such as Tourism and Hospitality), are supported; and that Scottish 
businesses are not disadvantaged where phased approaches to lockdown 
differ across the UK. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-moving-home/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-moving-home/
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Our package of business support now totals over £2.3bn, and comprises four 
elements; 
 

1. Our £972 million package of rates relief and other Non Domestic Rates 
Income measures; 

2. Our Small Business and Retail, Hospitality and Leisure Grant Schemes, 
which are worth over £1 billion (£1,172m); 

3. Our package of seafood/fisheries measures worth over £18 million; and 
4. Our package of £100m of grant funding for business – later topped up to 

£185m. This funding is divided across 3 business support funds; 
a) £34m for the Newly Self Employed Hardship Scheme – of which 
£3m will be re-purposed from 15 June to support Bed and Breakfasts 
who were ineligible for other support due to the lack of a business 
bank account; 
b) £30m for the Creative, Tourism and Hospitality Enterprises 
Hardship Fund; 
c) £120m for the Pivotal Enterprise Resilience Fund. 

▪ As of 2 June, awards from the above three funds totalled 
£104m to over 2500 businesses and 4160 self-employed 
people. 

▪ Additionally, the Scottish Government is also providing £1 
million to top up Creative Scotland’s Bridging Bursaries 
scheme in the not-for-profit sector. 

 
Government officials and account managers across our enterprise agencies 
are in regular contact with companies across the country. Through this 
engagement we hope to better understand their needs and pressures, and 
direct them towards appropriate advice and support that will help them 
through the crisis and contribute to our economic recovery when it ends. We 
are also publishing guidance to help companies restart their businesses 
safely. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what assessment it has made of any likely increase in the 
demand for mental health services following the COVID-19 lockdown. 
 

S5W-29534 
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Clare Haughey: Clinical advice and available scientific evidence suggests 
that it is too early to determine exactly what the long-term physical and mental 
health impacts will be for those who have had COVID-19 or whose mental 
health has suffered as a result of long-term isolation, reduced contact with 
family or friends and economic adversity. 
 
However, through the remobilisation process we have asked all territorial NHS 
Boards to provide a local assessment of demand for mental health services 
following the COVID-19 lockdown and their plans to respond to this. We will 
continue to work closely with Boards to monitor the impact of Covid-19 on 
demand over the coming weeks and months. 
 
Our approach will also be informed by wider evidence. The Mental Health 
Research Advisory Group has been established to follow research 
developments to understand the medium and long term impacts of the Covid-
19 pandemic on mental health. This will help us to put evidence-based 
services and support in place to help meet the mental health needs of the 
population. 

 
 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what steps have been taken to prepare the NHS for any increase 
in demand for mental health services because of the COVID-19 crisis. 
 

S5W-29535 
 

Clare Haughey: The Scottish Government is working closely with NHS 
Boards during the pandemic to monitor the impact of Covid-19 on demand 
and capacity. We wrote to NHS Boards on 14 May highlighting mental health 
as a clinical priority and asking them to set out plans for reinstating services 
and to work with partners to estimate the anticipated rise in mental health 
need in the population and their response. These plans will allow us to 
understand where Boards are now and what they need to do to address the 
mental health needs of their population as we move into the next phase. 
 
Although clinical advice and available scientific evidence suggests that it is 
too early to predict the long-term mental health impacts of Covid-19, in 
anticipation of increased demand for mental health support, the Scottish 
Government has invested heavily in services, including more than £1 million 
to expand the Distress Brief Intervention (DBI) programme to help people in 
distress and £3.8 million to increase the capacity of NHS 24’s telephone and 
online services and extend digital therapies available through the NHS. 
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Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
on what basis the Chief Medical Officer for Scotland said on 16 February 
2020 that the NHS was “well prepared” to deal with COVID-19. 
 

S5W-28186 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government has worked closely with NHS 
Scotland to ensure health service capacity, building a national surge capacity 
of over 4000 acute beds, including up to 1000 at the NHS Louisa Jordan and 
suspending non-urgent elective operations, while vital cancer treatment, 
emergency, maternity, and urgent care continues. 
 
At no point to date in the outbreak, has the NHS had insufficient acute or 
critical care capacity to deal with COVID-19 and emergency demand. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the comments by the Cabinet Secretary for the 
Constitution, Europe and External Affairs regarding social care assessments 
during the ministerial statement on 28 April 2020 (Official Report, c. 14), how 
many care packages have been (a) withdrawn or (b) reduced since the 
commencement of emergency legislation in response to COVID-19; how 
many new care assessments have been carried out during the same period, 
and how this compares with the average number of assessments carried out 
prior to the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-28775 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Coronavirus Act 2020 allows for temporary relaxation of 
local authority assessment duties in relation to needs assessments and 
preparation of adult carer support plans. Section 12 of the Social Work 
(Scotland) Act 1968 gives local authorities a core duty to provide care and 
support to people in need of assistance which remains in place. 
 
Our arrangements for monitoring implementation of the Coronavirus Act, as it 
relates to social work assessments, includes requesting information from local 
authorities who have chosen to make use of the powers under the Act about 
the number of full and partial assessments undertaken during the emergency 
period, and how this compares with the equivalent period last year. This is 
part of a survey that will support our reporting to the Scottish Parliament on 
the Coronavirus Act. 
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Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how social distancing in response to the COVID-19 outbreak can 
be applied in dormitory hospital wards, and what plans are in place to ensure 
an adequate supply of personal protective equipment (PPE) to staff in these 
settings. 
 

S5W-28978 
 

Jeane Freeman: I expect NHS Boards to continue to implement the extant 
Scottish Health Planning Note (SHPN) 04-01: Adult in-patient facilities 
(October 2010) file:///C:/Users/u440390/Downloads/1476379336-
SHPN%2004-01%20for%20web.pdf which sets out bed spacing 
requirements. The Note states that: 
 
“Bed space 1.7 In relation to the issue of bed spacing for multi-bedded rooms, 
the current advice remains unchanged. That is, taking account of ergonomic 
criteria, primarily the space required for patient handling and other activities 
which take place in the immediate vicinity of the bed, it is recognised that the 
minimum bed space should not be less than 3.6m wide x 3.7m deep.” 
 
This meets the current requirements to meet COVID-19 physical distancing 
requirements. 
 
A UK sub-group of SAGE, which includes Scottish representation, are 
currently looking at environmental aspects of COVID-19, which includes bed 
spacing. The outputs from this group will inform any decision making in terms 
of guidance changes in Scotland. 
 
Supply of PPE 
 
The Scottish Government continues to work with NHS National Services 
Scotland, Health and Social Care Partnerships, the social care sector, and 
with colleagues in other UK nations to procure and distribute necessary 
supplies of the types and levels of PPE required to safeguard frontline health 
and social care workers. 
 
The Scottish Government has its own supply, procurement and logistics 
arrangements in place working with manufacturers in Scotland and globally to 
ensure we have adequate supplies and this will continue. 
 
We have introduced measures to improve the distribution of PPE, including a 
single point of contact for all health boards to manage local PPE supply and 
distribution. Since the start of March to 3 June 2020, over 158 million items of 

file:///C:/Users/u440390/Downloads/1476379336-SHPN%2004-01%20for%20web.pdf
file:///C:/Users/u440390/Downloads/1476379336-SHPN%2004-01%20for%20web.pdf
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PPE have been delivered to hospitals in Scotland (counting individual gloves 
as single items, as they are purchased in boxes of single gloves). 
 
The Scottish Government also has a dedicated email address for staff, MSPs 
or members of the public to raise specific supply issues. The email box is 
monitored continuously and allows us to act to resolve any supply issues 
more quickly. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what its response is to reported concerns 
regarding the accuracy of some of the COVID-19 testing kits that it has 
procured from overseas, and how it ensures that all such kits fully comply with 
safety standards. 
 

S5W-28773 
 

Jeane Freeman: The type of tests being used in Scotland (real time PCR 
assays) are widely used for the detection of respiratory viruses, as well as a 
range of other viral pathogens, owing to their speed and versatility. 
 
Scottish laboratories are working in collaboration with the Scottish 
Microbiology & Virology Network (SMVN), National Laboratories Programme 
(NLP) and Health Protection Scotland, as well as linking in with Public Health 
England, to ensure that all tests are quality checked and validated for use. 
 
Based on work by NHS Lothian on symptomatic cases the accuracy of tests 
for clinical diagnosis is 98%. This was presented in a Royal College of 
Pathologists webinar - available online. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the COVID-19 outbreak, what action has been taken 
by the Care Inspectorate to advise care homes of (a) infection control 
measures, (b) the acquisition of personal protective equipment (PPE) and (c) 
admission protocols, and when. 
 

S5W-28740 
 

Jeane Freeman: (a) Care Inspectorate inspectors discuss infection control 
measures during weekly scrutiny and support calls with care services, and 
more frequently as required. 
 

https://www.rcpath.org/profession/coronavirus-resource-hub/covid-19-pandemic-video-based-learning.html
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(b) Information collected from a Care Inspectorate weekly survey of care 
services is shared with the NHS NSS Triage Hub to provide an overview of 
any clinical consumables and PPE shortages across Scotland, to help 
resources to be appropriately directed. 
 
(c) If there are to be admissions to a care home with a COVID-19 outbreak 
this must be discussed with local Public Health teams. The Care Inspectorate 
shares Health Protection Scotland (HPS) guidance updates when this is 
published, with all care services via national provider updates, Care 
Inspectorate website and social media. 
 
In addition to the work undertaken by the Care Inspectorate, Scottish 
Government Care Home Action Group are pulling data from across the 
system, including Directors of Public Health, to provide the necessary 
assurances and drive national action. 
 
The Care Inspectorate has changed their operating model in response to 
COVID-19 by establishing: 
 

• daily notifications for suspected cases and deaths in care services 

• a new system of red, amber green notifications for services to indicate if 
they were experiencing staffing difficulties 

• a twice per day Gold command group and once daily Silver command 
group, deciding what action is required based on the intelligence 
gathered 

• collaboration with Scottish Social Services Council (SSSC)/NHS 
Education for Scotland (NES) Hub to successfully route staff to services 
experiencing staffing difficulties 

 
training of inspectors on the use of 'Near Me' to utilise real time video footage 
to examine the circumstances within services, to provide further assurance, 
and to ensure that IPC and PPE are adequate in each service. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its position is on whether communal activities in care 
homes that do not maintain two-metre physical distancing should be 
happening during the COVID-19  outbreak. 
 

S5W-28988 
 

Jeane Freeman: Guidance from Health Protection Scotland and the Scottish 
Government is clear that physical distancing measures must be followed by 
everyone, including those in care homes. It recommends that residents 
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remain in their rooms as much as possible; that communal activity and the 
use of communal spaces are avoided especially where there is an outbreak; 
physical distancing measures are applied; and where there are suspected or 
confirmed cases there should be strict enforcement of these measures. The 
use of a risk assessment to determine the approach is also recommended. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
for what reason it did not support the testing of asymptomatic NHS, care 
home and home care staff, given that this policy was adopted prior to the 
establishment of its COVID-19 advisory committee, and on whose advice its 
policy was based. 
 

S5W-29044 
 

Jeane Freeman: Since 1 May, Scottish Government policy has been to test 
residents and staff in care homes with a confirmed case of Covid-19, and in 
linked homes where staff work between homes run by the same operator 
following an outbreak in one. Sample testing should also take place in care 
homes where there are no cases.  
 
From the week commencing 25 May Scottish Government policy has been to 
offer all care home staff weekly testing regardless of symptoms or whether 
there is an ongoing outbreak in their care home.  
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when its policy on the testing of asymptomatic people changed from not 
testing to testing. 
 

S5W-29038 
 

Jeane Freeman: Decisions undertaken on how best to respond to COVID-19 
are continually assessed against the evidence and as this evolves, so too 
does our response. Whilst testing for COVID-19 is most reliable in individuals 
experiencing symptoms it is recognised that in some circumstances there is 
value in broadening the eligibility criteria.  
 
The risks associated with care homes is an example of this and why decisions 
were taken to expand testing to include residents on admission to a care 
home, all staff and residents regardless of symptoms as part of enhanced 
outbreak management and as announced on 18 May 2020, all staff 
regardless of whether COVID-19 infection has been detected.  
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Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
who signed off the revised guidance to care homes regarding COVID-19 
testing before it was published on the Scottish Government website on the 
weekend of 9-10 May 2020. 
 

S5W-28994 
 

Jeane Freeman: The National Clinical and Practice Guidance for Adult Care 
Homes during COVID was first published on 13 March 2020 and updated on 
26 and 15 May. It is based on Health Protection Scotland (HPS) infection 
control guidance for care homes but provides more detailed practical advice 
around adoption of measures to protect staff and residents.  It has been 
updated each time to reflect the extent of the outbreak, emerging evidence on 
ways to protect staff and residents and subsequent announcements, for 
example on testing. The guidance was updated by the Care Homes Clinical 
and Professional Advisory Group (CPAG), a multidisciplinary group of 
stakeholders established to provide clinical and professional advice for the 
care home sector during COVID. This group had approved the guidance, 
however it had not had final sign off from the Chief Medical Officer (CMO) and 
the Health Secretary so was published in error on 8 May. The guidance was 
therefore withdrawn from the website on 10 May. It was updated to take 
account of HPS advice on testing outbreaks and following approval from the 
Health Secretary and CMO, was published on 15 May. The guidance will 
continue to be kept under constant review by the CPAG. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government for what reason it has not stated a timescale for 
reopening chronic pain clinics, in light of the Faculty of Pain Medicine of the 
Royal College of Anaesthetists recommending on 15 May 2020 the aim of 
“reverting to pre-COVID-19 capacity in the next six weeks”. 
 

S5W-29453 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: We have published the ‘Re-mobilise, Recover, Re-design, 
The Framework for NHS Scotland’ that sets out how Health Boards will follow 
national and local clinical advice to safely and incrementally prioritise the 
resumption of services paused during the current public health emergency. 
This is in the context of maintaining COVID-19 capacity and resilience, where 
many of the specialist pain workforce was re-deployed to, and providing 
appropriate support for social care. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/re-mobilise-recover-re-design-framework-nhs-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/re-mobilise-recover-re-design-framework-nhs-scotland/
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As part of this, the Interim Chief Medical Officer and National Clinical Director 
have provided an outline of services that could be prioritised including: 

• cancer services, especially referrals and postponed treatments 

• expanding treatments for non-cancer urgent inpatients and outpatients 

• outpatient therapies where delay will increase the risk to patients, such 
as management of macular degeneration, paediatrics and respiratory 
services 

• mental health support 

• treatment room services such as blood monitoring and B12 injections 
The above is in line with the Faculty of Pain Medicine guidance of 15 May, 
which refers to a letter issued by NHS England advising the initial focus 
should be on urgent and time critical work. 
 
Our approach is driven by clinical priorities, as well as what matters to 
people’s quality of life. We are therefore engaging with Health Boards and 
stakeholders to stimulate a national discussion to inform local and regional 
planning to resume hospital pain management services as quickly and as 
safely as possible, and to evolve the Scottish Chronic Pain Service Model to 
improve access to care and support for pain management in the community. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many of the 1,000 ventilators that have 
been ordered in response to the COVID-19 outbreak have been delivered. 
 

S5W-28302 
 

Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer given to S5W-28179 on  
8 June 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx . 
 
 
Alasdair Allan (Na h-Eileanan an Iar) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government when the necessary components will be delivered to 
NHS Western Isles to ensure that tests for COVID-19 can be processed 
within the islands rather than sent to the mainland. 
 

S5W-28450 
 

Jeane Freeman: All Health Boards in Scotland now have capacity to carry 
out testing for COVID-19 and in NHS Western Isles this started on 27 April. 
 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what impact the COVID-19 outbreak is having on the capacity 
of the Care Inspectorate to visit care homes, and how the number of visits in 
(a) March and (b) April 2020 compares with the same period in 2019. 
 

S5W-28547 
 

Jeane Freeman: In common with other UK regulators and counterparts in 
Ireland, the Care Inspectorate took the decision early in our response to the 
pandemic to scale down, recognising that this may put an unnecessary 
burden on the care sector, may contribute to spreading COVID-19, and put 
their inspectors at risk.  
 
Additionally part of the continuous review in their response to the Covid-19 
outbreak, the Care Inspectorate has put in place a programme of increased 
unannounced site inspections.  
 
The Care Inspectorate has been very active in monitoring services and has 
been making regular contact with care homes and their parent companies, 
often daily. They are also actively working with Health Protection Scotland, 
local Public Health teams, Health and Social Care Partnerships, local 
authorities and others in order to monitor, direct and guide services. 
 
The Care Inspectorate changed their operating model in response to Covid-19 
by establishing: 
 

• daily notifications for suspected cases and deaths in care services 

• a new system of red, amber green notifications for services to indicate if 
they were experiencing staffing difficulties 

• a twice per day Gold command group and once daily Silver command 
group, deciding what action is required based on the intelligence 
gathered 

• collaboration with Scottish Social Services Council (SSSC)/NHS 
Education for Scotland (NES) Hub to successfully route staff to services 
experiencing staffing difficulties 

• training of inspectors on the use of 'Near Me' to utilise real time video 
footage to examine the circumstances within services, to provide further 
assurance 
 
Under the Coronavirus (Scotland) (No2) Act 2020 the Care 
Inspectorate has new duties to report on inspections and deaths in 
care homes. These reports will be laid in Parliament accordingly. 
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Under the Coronavirus (Scotland) (No2) Act 2020 the Care Inspectorate has 
new duties to report on inspections and deaths in care homes. These reports 
will be laid in parliament accordingly. 
 
In March 2019, 110 inspections were carried out at care homes. In April 2019, 
99 inspections were carried out at care homes. In March 2020, 71 inspections 
were carried out at care homes. In April 2020, no inspections were carried out 
at care homes, but the work noted above was undertaken. 
 
 
Joan McAlpine (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government for what reason it has reportedly not instructed care 
workers who come within two metres of a vulnerable person to wear a 
protective mask in every instance, given that the rest of the population are 
obliged to stay two metres apart from each other in light of the COVID-19 
outbreak. 
 

S5W-28615 
 

Jeane Freeman: Our national expert body, Health Protection Scotland, jointly 
with the Department of Health and Social Care, Public Health Wales, Public 
Health Agency Northern Ireland, Public Health England and NHS England 
published updated PPE guidance in relation to COVID-19 on Thursday 2 
April. The revised guidance is available at https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/a-to-z-
of-topics/covid-19/ 
 
The guidance outlines what type of PPE frontline health and social care 
workers should be wearing in different settings and scenarios. The guidance 
itself recommends the safest level of PPE to protect health and social care 
workers and it specifies the type of PPE that should be worn in the various 
healthcare and social care settings where patients or residents could be cared 
for. Importantly, the updates reflect the fact that COVID-19 is now widespread 
in the community, meaning clinicians and care workers are more likely to see 
people with the virus, some of who will not have symptoms yet. 
 
The guidance makes very clear (in table 2) that care workers who are 
providing direct care to, or visit, any individuals in the extremely vulnerable 
group or where a member of the household is within the extremely vulnerable 
group undergoing shielding should wear a face mask.  
 
Given the recognised sustained transmission of COVID-19, table 4 of the 
guidance also includes detailed advice around risk assessing use of PPE, 
including aprons, gowns, Fluid-Resistant Surgical Masks and eye protection, 
in a range of different clinical and care scenarios, including community 

https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/a-to-z-of-topics/covid-19/
https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/a-to-z-of-topics/covid-19/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/879111/T4_poster_Recommended_PPE_additional_considerations_of_COVID-19.pdf
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settings where the person being cared for is not currently a possible nor 
confirmed cases of COVID-19. The guidance also asks that organisations 
themselves undertake risk assessments to ensure that they provide the 
correct PPE for the safety of their staff.  
 
Furthermore, I also published a joint statement on 9 April with COSLA and the 
Trades Unions which emphasised that social care workers can wear a Fluid-
Resistant face mask along with other appropriate PPE where the person they 
are visiting or otherwise attending to is neither confirmed nor suspected of 
having COVID-19, if they consider doing so necessary to their own and the 
individual's safety. 
 
 
Joan McAlpine (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what information it has regarding how many vulnerable 
people received personal care from a worker not wearing a protective mask 
before the four nations personal protective equipment (PPE) guidance in 
response to the COVID-19 outbreak was updated on 2 April 2020 to allow 
individual self-assessment of risk. 
 

S5W-28616 
 

Jeane Freeman: This information is not collated at a national level. Prior to 
the national PPE guidance being issued on 2 April, guidance on the use of 
PPE was included in the Health Protection Scotland infection control guidance 
for Social or Community Care and Residential Settings, this was first 
published in March, and in Scottish Government clinical and practice 
guidance first published on 13 March and updated on 26 March and 15 May.  
 
 
Joan McAlpine (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether a vulnerable cared-for person, or their guardian 
if they do not have capacity, has a right to demand that the person caring for 
them wears a protective mask in response to the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-28618 
 

Jeane Freeman: We are clear that a person can ask their carer to wear a 
mask should they feel vulnerable.  
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what it considers the maximum waiting time should be for a 
person with lung cancer to be notified that they are in the COVID-19 shielded 
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group, and what its response is to reports of this taking up to seven weeks in 
the NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde area. 
 

S5W-29028 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government is greatly concerned at this report. 
NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde is unaware of any shielding issues relating 
to lung cancer patients and are unable to investigate the issue raised in the 
question with the information provided. The Scottish Government has asked 
Ms Baillie to contact NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde directly to provide 
further details. People who have undergone radical radiotherapy for lung 
cancer or are receiving active chemotherapy treatment for any type of cancer 
are advised to shield. The vast majority of people in these categories were 
sent letters of advice in the week commencing 30 March. People who have 
started treatment since then should have been advised that they will need to 
shield before they began their treatment. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whose decision it was not to continue with its test, trace and isolate policy in 
mid-March 2020. 
 

S5W-29205 
 

Jeane Freeman: At all times, the Scottish Government’s actions in response 
to COVID-19 have been guided by the best and most up to date expert 
scientific and medical advice from the Scientific Advisory Group for 
Emergencies (SAGE), Public Health Scotland and our Interim Chief Medical 
Officer. 
 
It was announced on the 12th of March that the four nations of the UK were 
moving from the contain to the delay phase of the outbreak at which point 
contact tracing was stopped. This was an appropriate decision at the time as 
based on the evidence available at the time. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many COVID-19 tests can be carried out each day 
at the test centre at Aberdeen Airport, and whether it is currently working at, 
or close to, full capacity. 
 

S5W-29313 
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Jeane Freeman: The Regional Testing Centre at Aberdeen Airport is part of 
the UK-wide programme of testing, led by the UK Government. The 
cumulative total of tests conducted through the Regional Testing Centres is 
published on the Scottish Government website when the data is received from 
the UK Government. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it is responsible for determining who can 
access the COVID-19 test centre at Aberdeen Airport, and what responsibility 
it has for any decision to extend access to other groups of key workers. 
 

S5W-29314 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Regional Testing Centre at Aberdeen Airport is part of 
the UK-wide programme of testing, led by the UK Government. Any 
symptomatic individual, aged 5 and over can access these testing facilities. 
The Scottish Government published a prioritisation matrix for key workers on 
25 April and details of this are available on the Scottish Government website: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested/. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will support access to the COVID-19 test 
centre at Aberdeen Airport for asymptomatic offshore workers who (a) live in 
the North East Scotland region and (b) travel to and from work through the 
airport. 
 

S5W-29315 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Regional Testing Centre at Aberdeen Airport is part of 
the UK-wide programme of testing, led by the UK Government. Any 
symptomatic individual, aged 5 and over can access these testing facilities. 
These facilities are only for people within a 90-minute drive of the location. A 
number of Mobile Testing Units have been deployed in Scotland and move 
location every five days. Home testing kits can be requested for symptomatic 
individuals who are unable to access a drive-through testing site. 
 
The current Covid-19 test is highly effective at detecting the virus in those who 
are symptomatic. The test is less effective at identifying those who are 
asymptomatic or pre-symptomatic. 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested/
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Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what information it has on whether air 
conditioning systems used in hospitals, care homes and domestic properties 
can spread COVID-19. 
 

S5W-29451 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: We are not aware of any evidence from worldwide literature 
that we are aware of that suggest that air conditioning systems spread 
COVID-19, however we recognise that our understanding of COVID-19 
continues to grow and expand and we will continue to review new evidence 
as it becomes available. 
 
Air conditioning and ventilation systems in hospitals are designed and 
operated to reduce the spread of airborne infection of many types. The 
guidance followed across the NHS is published on the Health Facilities 
Scotland web site: 
 
http://www.hfs.scot.nhs.uk/publications/1475762746-SHTM%2003-
01%20V2%20Part%20A.pdf. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what research it is aware of regarding whether 
air conditioning systems that are used in hospitals, care homes and domestic 
properties can spread COVID-19, and whether it plans to undertake any 
research on this subject. 
 

S5W-29452 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: In May 2020, Health Protection Scotland carried out a Rapid 
Review of Literature: 'Assessing the infection prevention and control 
measures for the prevention and management of COVID-19 in health and 
care settings', which identified that, currently there is no clear evidence of 
airborne transmission of SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19). 
 
This is published on the HPS web site, 
https://hpspubsrepo.blob.core.windows.net/hps-
website/nss/2985/documents/1_covid-19-rapid-review-ipc-for-covid-19.pdf. 
 
The current view of the UK experts considering such matters is that air 
conditioning may reduce potential risk through dilution of contaminants, rather 
than contribute to the spread of COVID-19. Ventilation (air conditioning) has 
very limited effects on short-range aerosol/droplet and contact transmission, 

http://www.hfs.scot.nhs.uk/publications/1475762746-SHTM%2003-01%20V2%20Part%20A.pdf
http://www.hfs.scot.nhs.uk/publications/1475762746-SHTM%2003-01%20V2%20Part%20A.pdf
https://hpspubsrepo.blob.core.windows.net/hps-website/nss/2985/documents/1_covid-19-rapid-review-ipc-for-covid-19.pdf
https://hpspubsrepo.blob.core.windows.net/hps-website/nss/2985/documents/1_covid-19-rapid-review-ipc-for-covid-19.pdf
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which are believed to be the main transmission routes. No specific research is 
planned on the contribution of air conditioning to the spread, however, 
emerging literature is being monitored. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many care home residents have been tested for COVID-19, 
and what percentage of the care homes population this represents. 
 

S5W-29043 
 

Jeane Freeman: Public Health Scotland provides the Scottish Government 
with numbers of residents and staff tested in care homes. The Scottish 
Government is working with Public Health Scotland to quality assure this 
information.  
 
Initial data was published on the 10th of June together with information that 
will be included in future weekly publications.  
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how much additional funding to tackle COVID-
19 has been given to each NHS board. 
 

S5W-29057 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government has made available additional 
funding for frontline Boards of £333 million through the Scottish Budget, and 
this has now been allocated in full to support our health and care services. 
This funding is detailed in the table below and will be prioritised towards 
responding to Covid-19 and will ensure that patient safety remains the top 
priority. 
 
The Scottish Government has published in its Summer Budget Revision the 
details of the £620 million in health and social care COVID-19 consequentials 
that have been received so far, and that have been allocated in full to support 
our frontline health and care services. In addition, we remain in close contact 
with the UK Government to ensure that the NHS receives whatever resources 
it needs, in line with the commitment made by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. 
 

NHS Boards Additional funding 2021-22 £m 

Ayrshire and Arran 22.2 

Borders 6.4 
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Dumfries and Galloway 9.2 

Fife 22.2 

Forth Valley 17.3 

Grampian 29.5 

Greater Glasgow and Clyde 68.9 

Highland 20.7 

Lanarkshire 36.9 

Lothian 57.4 

Orkney 1.5 

Shetland 1.6 

Tayside 23.5 

Western Isles 2.3 

National Waiting Times Centre 1.7 

Scottish Ambulance Service 8.1 

The State Hospital 1.1 

NHS 24 2.1 

Total 332.8 

 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to the Urgent Question by Jeane Freeman on 12 May 
2020 regarding the identification of COVID-19 cases (Official Report, c, 14), 
who carried out the contact testing following the outbreak at the February 
2020 Nike conference in Edinburgh; what role NHS Lothian played in 
this; how many people in the (a) NHS Lothian area and (b) rest of the country 
were tested, broken down by each organisation responsible for testing, and 
what information it has regarding the number of people from outwith Scotland 
who were tested. 
 

S5W-29034 
 

Jeane Freeman: An independent, multi-disciplinary, multi-agency group 
Incident Management Team (IMT) with responsibility for investigating and 
managing the Nike conference incident was established. The IMT provides a 
framework, response and resources to enable the NHS board and other 
statutory agencies to fulfil their remits. 
 
Contact tracing was carried out by the Health Protection Teams within the 
NHS Board of residence for each of the cases identified.  This process was 
supervised by the IMT. 
 
The Health Protection Teams would have followed the Health Protection 
Scotland (HPS) guidance for contact tracing. This includes contacting 
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individuals, obtaining information on any symptoms they had, arranging 
testing as appropriate, and providing advice. Contact tracing is a clinically led 
activity and I can confirm that the relevant NHS health board deployed the 
level of contact tracers they felt appropriate to support the IMT response. 
 
Those who had contact with the initial international case were contact traced 
and the contacts of those who subsequently tested positive in Scotland were 
also traced. Through this process a total of 8 Scottish residents were 
identified, 2 of which were secondary cases linked to the 6 primary cases, 
who subsequently tested positive for Covid-19 in association with the 
conference. 
 
Risk of deductive disclosure leading to a breach of patient confidentiality 
means that data about the number of people tested in any specific health 
board area in Scotland at that time cannot be released. However, any case 
that tested positive, whether related to this event or not, has always been 
included in our daily COVID-19 updates. 
 
68 individuals were identified in Scotland and around 50 others in England 
and traced from these cases based on a clinical assessment of being a 
contact. It is not for the Scottish Government to comment on the actions taken 
elsewhere. The number of people who were tested outwith Scotland by 
respective agencies outside those countries is not available. 
 
*Contact tracing was carried out by the Health Protection Teams within the 
NHS Board of residence for each of the cases identified.   
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many care home residents have been tested for COVID-19, 
and what percentage of the care homes population this represents. 
 

S5W-29043 
 

Jeane Freeman: Public Health Scotland provides the Scottish Government 
with numbers of residents and staff tested in care homes. The Scottish 
Government is working with Public Health Scotland to quality assure this 
information.  
 
Initial data was published on the 10th of June together with information that 
will be included in future weekly publications.  
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Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to the Urgent Question by Jeane Freeman on 12 May 
2020 regarding the identification of COVID-19 cases (Official Report, c, 14), 
who carried out the contact testing following the outbreak at the February 
2020 Nike conference in Edinburgh; what role NHS Lothian played in 
this; how many people in the (a) NHS Lothian area and (b) rest of the country 
were tested, broken down by each organisation responsible for testing, and 
what information it has regarding the number of people from outwith Scotland 
who were tested. 
 
 

S5W-29058 
 

Jeane Freeman: Clinical advice on admitting people with suspected or 
confirmed COVID-19 to hospital is included in a range of clinical guidance that 
has been published on the Scottish Government website - 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-clinical-advice/. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what information has been recorded regarding 
the length of time between a patient first presenting with suspected COVID-19 
and them being admitted to hospital. 
 

S5W-29059 
 

Jeane Freeman: This information is not held centrally. The member can 
obtain this information by contacting the Information Services Division. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
for what reason the Gartnavel COVID-19 testing centre was closed at a time 
when concerns were reportedly being raised by care home staff that they 
were passing on the virus to residents, some of whom subsequently died. 
 

S5W-29077 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Gartnavel centre has been closed temporarily as the 
number of health and social care staff who are self-isolating and referred for 
testing has reduced. The testing staff have been moved into an additional 
mobile testing team as there are a number of staff without transport unable to 
attend the drive-thru centres. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-clinical-advice/
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The situation at the Gartnavel centre is reviewed on a daily basis and it can 
be stood up quickly if the number of symptomatic health or social care staff 
requiring tests increases again. Symptomatic care home staff are still being 
tested through the staff testing programme either at the other sites or by the 
home testing teams. 
 
 
Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government what plans it has to allow greater freedoms to older 
people who have been advised to self-isolate. 
 

S5W-29121 
 

Jeane Freeman: There are people more at risk clinically from Coronavirus, 
but not such high risk that we ask them to undertake the very difficult job of 
shielding. This group includes people over 70, women who are pregnant and 
people who receive the flu jab for medical reasons, regardless of age. 
 
People in this group should strictly follow physical distancing measures, but 
are able to go out in line with current public health guidance, including the 
additional easing of lockdown measures covered in the decisions taken on the 
28th of May. 
 
If individuals are unable to access the essentials they need, and have no 
support available to do so, they should contact the national helpline on 0800 
111 4000. 
 
During this pandemic the Scottish Government recognises that many older 
people may experience feelings of loneliness. They may wish to contact the 
Age Scotland Helpline, which provides information, friendship and advice. The 
service is helping older people to feel less socially isolated and is helping to 
tackle loneliness. The Helpline number is 0800 12 44 222. 
 
As we consider options to relax restrictions, fairness, quality of life and the 
human rights of older people will be important factors in the decision making 
process. 
 
 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what research it is (a) carrying out and (b) supporting on vitamin 
D deficiency and its impact on COVID-19 severity and mortality. 
 

S5W-29308 
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Joe FitzPatrick: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what research it is (a) carrying out and (b) supporting on the 
impact of low levels of vitamin D on high-risk COVID-19 groups, including (i) 
black and minority ethnic people, (ii) obese people and (iii) older people (A) in 
and (B) outwith care homes. 
 

S5W-29309 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of recent international research on the links between low 
vitamin D levels and COVID-19 severity, what consideration it has given to 
testing vitamin D levels in (a) hospital patients and (b) care home residents. 
 

S5W-29310 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what discussions ministers have had regarding 
DNR (do not resuscitate) forms being put in place for individual patients 
during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-29406 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many retired medics returning to support 
the NHS have been employed during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-29409 
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Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government, in light of ministers stating that the Scottish 
Government does not know what the COVID-19 R number is in care homes, 
what steps are being taken to monitor the R number in care homes. 
 

S5W-29410 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many care home beds the Cabinet 
Secretary for Health and Sport has instructed to be purchased in response to 
the COVID-19 outbreak, broken down by the (a) care home and (b) NHS 
board area they were purchased for. 
 

S5W-29411 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many deaths have occurred in each care home since 1 March 2020 and 
who owns each of these homes, and if it does not hold this information, 
whether it will provide details of who does and if it can obtain the information 
from that source. 
 

S5W-29436 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how the COVID-19 R number is calculated, and what the 
number is for care homes. 
 

S5W-29442 
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Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what discussions or contact it has had with representatives of (a) 
Nike, (b) Hilton Edinburgh Carlton and (c) Health Protection Scotland 
regarding a COVID-19 outbreak at the hotel and subsequent communications 
and handling. 
 

S5W-29340 
 

Jeane Freeman: We have had no discussions or contact with Nike or the 
Hilton Edinburgh Carlton on this issue. 

 
Health Protection Scotland (HPS) were alerted on 2 March that an individual 
overseas who had been at the conference had tested positive. On Tuesday 3 
March, HPS informed us that one of the cases that tested positive related to 
attendance at the Nike conference and they convened an incident 
management team (IMT) to seek more information. 

 
That case and the details of the potential outbreak was confirmed to ministers 
that evening. Details of that case were then included in a news release we 
issued on 4 March and included on our normal case reporting schedule. 

 
The IMT should produce a report for the NHS board Clinical Governance 
Committee in due course. This IMT report once produced will be made 
publically available in a redacted form following the approval process of the 
members of the IMT and clearance by the internal processes of the host 
organisation of the chair of the IMT. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government for what reason Scotland reportedly has the poorest COVID-19 
testing rate in the UK. 
 

S5W-29358 
 

Jeane Freeman: Data on testing is published on a daily basis by both the 
Scottish and UK Governments. The only like for like comparison available 
across the four nations is the Pillar 1 NHS/Public Health England (PHE) lab 
data. 
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As at 2 June, 1,731,901 tests had been carried out at NHS and PHE labs 
across the UK, giving a testing rate of 25,927.90 per million. 
 
In Scotland as at 2 June, a total of 175,180 tests had been carried out in NHS 
labs, giving a testing rate of 32,064.87 per million. 
 
Therefore Scotland has a higher testing rate from NHS lab testing than the 
overall UK figure. 
 
Additional testing is carried out by commercial partners in Scotland including 
Regional Testing Centres and Mobile Testing Units. This data is collected by 
the UK Government and is not broken down into totals for the four nations to 
enable any valid comparisons. 
 
Capacity continues to increase in Scotland to support the delivery of the Test 
and Protect programme. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what analysis it has carried out to explain the number of excess 
deaths, which are non-COVID-19 related, in care homes in 2020. 
 

S5W-29376 
 

Jeane Freeman: National Records of Scotland (NRS) publish weekly 
statistics on COVID-19 deaths, including where COVID-19 was a suspected 
or underlying cause of death. 
 
NRS report that up to week 13, the number of weekly registered deaths in 
Scotland had been broadly in line with the five year average. From week 14 
(30 March) onwards, there has been a clear divergence from the five year 
average number of deaths. Whilst the majority of these “excess deaths” have 
COVID-19 reported as the underlying cause, NRS also report excess deaths 
for the underlying causes of dementia and Alzheimer’s disease, circulatory 
(heart disease and stroke) and cancer. 
 
The Scottish Government is working with other analytical partners such as 
Public Health Scotland and National Records of Scotland to understand the 
wider impact of covid-19 on Scotland’s population, including those in care 
homes. 
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Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many care home residents died in hospital of COVID-19 in 
Scotland in 2020. 
 

S5W-29378 
 

Jeane Freeman: National Records of Scotland published a one-off release on 
Wednesday 3rd June “Deaths of care home residents involving COVID-19”. 
This showed the number of care home residents who died in hospital up to 
the 17th of May was 154. 
 
These 154 deaths of care home residents in hospitals have already been 
counted in the NRS weekly statistics, under the "hospital deaths" category. 
This is because the location of death is what is recorded on the Medical 
Certificate of Cause of Death (MCCD) which is then reported by NRS. 
 
The link to the NRS release, “Deaths of care home residents involving 
COVID-19” is here: 
 
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files//statistics/covid19/covid-deaths-care-
home-residents.xlsx 
 
In relation to question S5W-29379 on 10 June 2020, any care home residents 
who died in hospital as a result of COVID-19 will be included in the "hospital 
deaths" category. Deaths from COVID-19 that occurred in a care home will be 
counted in the "Care Home" category. 
 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether any care home residents who died in hospital as a result 
of COVID-19 were included in the care home location category in the weekly 
publication by the National Records of Scotland in 2020. 
 

S5W-29379 
 

Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-29378 on 
10 June 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on 
the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at 
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 

https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/covid19/covid-deaths-care-home-residents.xlsx
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/covid19/covid-deaths-care-home-residents.xlsx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what information it has on how many people 
have been admitted to (a) local authority and (b) independent care homes in 
each week since January 2020. 
 

S5W-29397 
 

Jeane Freeman: Information on all admissions to care homes is not held 
centrally; data on how many people have been admitted to local authority 
care homes will instead be held by each local authority. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what advice it has provided on DNR (do not 
resuscitate) forms put in place for individual patients during the COVID-19 
outbreak. 
 

S5W-29402 
 

Jeane Freeman: On the 10 April, the Chief Medical Officer, Chair of the 
Scottish General Practitioners Committee of the BMA and Chair of the Royal 
College of General Practitioners (RCGP) wrote to GPs to provide advice and 
support on having anticipatory care planning conversations and to make clear 
that there is no requirement for health professionals to have a DNACPR 
discussion as part of this conversation, unless the patient wishes to discuss it 
or clinician feels strongly it is necessary to raise in conversation for the 
patient’s wellbeing. On the 17 April, a further joint letter from the Scottish 
Government’s Chief Medical Officer, BMA and RCGP was sent to GPs to 
reinforce the advice already provided. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what information it has on how many DNR (do 
not resuscitate) forms have been signed in each year since 1999. 
 

S5W-29403 
 

Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-29407 on 
10 June 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available 
on the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


 
 

 

 

29 
 
 

 

 

Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what consultation it had with professional 
representational organisations regarding the guidelines for DNR (do not 
resuscitate) forms put in place for individual patients during the COVID-19 
outbreak. 
 

S5W-29404 
 

Jeane Freeman: There has been no change to the guidance on the use of Do 
Not Attempt Cardiopulmonary (DNACPR) forms during the Covid 19 outbreak. 
As such, the Scottish Government has not formally consulted with 
professional representational organisations on the existing DNACPR 
guidance during the Covid 19 outbreak. 
 
The Scottish Government continues to work closely with a wide variety of 
professional groups and organisations in responding to the challenges posed 
by the Covid 19 outbreak. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what legal advice it sought regarding DNR (do 
not resuscitate) forms put in place for individual patients during the COVID-19 
outbreak. 
 

S5W-29405 
 

Jeane Freeman: There has been no change to the guidance on the use of Do 
Not Attempt Cardiopulmonary (DNACPR) forms during the Covid 19 outbreak. 
As such, the Scottish Government has not sought legal advice on the existing 
DNACPR guidance during the Covid 19 outbreak. 
 
In 2016, the DNACPR policy was reviewed to reflect feedback and changes in 
the national good practice guidance which remains current (Decisions 
Relating to Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation - guidance from the British 
Medical Association, Royal College of Nursing and the Resuscitation Council 
( UK) - 2016). This policy also takes into account relevant legal changes 
resulting from case law and therefore specialist legal advice was provided as 
part of the formation of the policy. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many people have had a DNACPR (do not 
attempt CPR) order put in place during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 



 
 

 

 

30 
 
 

 

 

S5W-29407 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government does not centrally collect 
information or data relating to the use of Do Not Attempt Cardiovascular 
Resuscitation (DNACPR) forms in hospitals. 
 
As with all other clinical treatments, decisions about CPR should be based on 
the individual clinical circumstances and wishes of the patient, recorded 
appropriately and updated when medical circumstances change. This 
recording is done in hard copy on a DNACPR form, the existence of which is 
then recorded on an individual’s Key Information Summary. Such information 
is only shared for the purposes of direct care and is therefore not centrally 
collected. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many retired medics have expressed an 
interest in returning to support the NHS during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-29408 
 

Jeane Freeman: There have been 441 retired medics who have expressed 
an interest in returning to support the NHS as a doctor during the COVID-19 
outbreak through the Accelerated Recruitment Portal. 
 
This information is based on self-declarations and may be subject to revision 
as formal pre-employment checks are carried out. 
 
This figure does not include retired medics who may have expressed their 
interest directly with an NHS Board, as these figures are not held centrally. 
This also does not include retired medics who expressed an interest in non 
patient clinical roles. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what contingency planning it has carried out to respond to any 
second wave of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-29444 
 

Jeane Freeman: This question involves a broad range of policy areas and my 
answer focuses on Health & Social Care. 
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A range of measures are now in place to ensure Health & Social Care are well 
placed to respond to any second wave of the virus. This includes more digital 
tools, roll out of our test & protect system, and advance modelling to maintain 
our stock of PPE supplies. 
 
NHS Boards and Health and Social Care Partnerships have developed local 
mobilisation plans in response to the COVID-19 emergency. We have also 
established a Care Home Rapid Action Group to monitor development in the 
care home sector. 
 
‘Re-mobilise, Recover, Re-design: the framework for NHS Scotland' was 
published on 31 May. It sets out how health boards will follow national and 
local clinical advice to safely and gradually prioritise the resumption of some 
paused services, as well as ensuring we have the capacity that is necessary 
to deal with the continuing presence of Covid-19. 
 
The biggest single factor in controlling the virus, will be how well we all 
continue to observe public health advice and we continue to take account of 
modelling and expert advice to ensure our plans are tailored. In addition, 
lessons already identified have allowed us to adapt our response and we are 
now better prepared than ever to manage any possible second wave. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): 
To ask the Scottish Government what level of routine COVID-19 testing takes 
place in hospital dormitory dementia wards. 
 

S5W-29446 
 

Jeane Freeman: Guidance on COVID-19 testing in hospital settings has been 
published by Health Protection Scotland and is available here:  
https://hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-guidance-for-
secondary-care/. 
 
Testing is currently underway to test individuals aged over 70 for COVID-19 
on admission to hospital. This is in recognition that older people may present 
with atypical and non-specific symptoms. Those with a negative test result 
should then be tested every 4 days until they are discharged. 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many people have died in care homes in each week since 1 February 
2020. 
 

S5W-29477 

https://hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-guidance-for-secondary-care/
https://hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-guidance-for-secondary-care/
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Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-29478 on 
10 June 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many people in care homes have died from COVID-19 or had COVID-19 
mentioned on their death certificate. 
 

S5W-29478 
 

Jeane Freeman: National Records of Scotland produce a weekly publication 
which includes figures for the number of deaths associated with COVID-19 
that occurred in a care home. 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how much it has received in Barnett consequentials from the UK 
Government introducing a death in service benefit scheme for social care 
workers. 
 

S5W-29510 
 

Jeane Freeman: HM Treasury has indicated that consequentials will be 
passed to the Scottish Government, and this will be confirmed later in the 
year at the UK Supplementary Estimates. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide a breakdown by age of the number of people who have 
died in hospital and had COVID-19 recorded as a contributory factor. 
 

S5W-29514 
 

Jeane Freeman: The information is available at 
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-
theme/vital-events/general-publications/weekly-and-monthly-data-on-births-
and-deaths/deaths-involving-coronavirus-covid-19-in-scotland/related-
statistics 
 
Spreadsheet entitled “Weekly deaths by location of death, age group, sex and 
cause, 2020”. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/vital-events/general-publications/weekly-and-monthly-data-on-births-and-deaths/deaths-involving-coronavirus-covid-19-in-scotland/related-statistics
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/vital-events/general-publications/weekly-and-monthly-data-on-births-and-deaths/deaths-involving-coronavirus-covid-19-in-scotland/related-statistics
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/vital-events/general-publications/weekly-and-monthly-data-on-births-and-deaths/deaths-involving-coronavirus-covid-19-in-scotland/related-statistics
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/vital-events/general-publications/weekly-and-monthly-data-on-births-and-deaths/deaths-involving-coronavirus-covid-19-in-scotland/related-statistics
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Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will publish data on the place of death for care home 
residents, in line with the ONS publication of those statistics for England and 
Wales. 
 

S5W-29532 
 

Jeane Freeman: These data were published by National Record of Scotland 
on 3 June. Up to 17 May, there were 1,623 deaths where confirmed or 
suspected COVID-19 was mentioned on the death certificate either as the 
underlying cause or as a contributory cause. A further 154 care homes 
residents died in hospital with a confirmed or suspected COVID-19. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what progress has been on implementing each of the 34 
recommendations by the Ministerial Task Force on Residential Care for Older 
People in Scotland, which reported in February 2014, and on what date each 
recommendation was met. 
 

S5W-29533 
 

Jeane Freeman: The 2014 Future of Residential Care for Older People in 
Scotland report made a number of important recommendations to help shape 
the future of the care home sector in Scotland. The Residential Care Task 
Force Implementation Group was established to take forward the report 
recommendations. Whilst many of the recommendations made were taken 
forward and were implemented relatively quickly, there were some longer 
term recommendations which required considerable development, planning 
and potentially funding. At the time the Taskforce anticipated that the 
integration of health and social care would open up opportunities for the care 
home sector to be developed through strategic commissioning based on local 
need, with an increase in intermediate care in care homes and at home, 
alongside a greater provision of extra-care housing as an alternative to care 
homes. In this context a number of significant recommendations, including the 
development of strategic commissioning plans, were made which are now 
being implemented by our Health and Social Care Partnerships (HSCPs). 
Some of the most significant recommendations were around support for the 
workforce, in particular with the implementation of the real living wage for all 
social care workers. As a result of this work, the Scottish Government has 
since October 2016 provided resources to enable all social care workers to be 
paid the real living wage for day time hours and that this was later extended to 
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overnight support. However work to address the workforce challenges doesn’t 
end there. The Scottish Government has committed to working with national 
and local partners to take forward the recommendations set out in the Fair 
Work Convention’s Social Care Sector 2019 report to improve fair work 
practices for the workforce. Having reflected on progress within the care 
home sector five years on from the residential care taskforce report, the 
Scottish Government launched the adult social care reform programme last 
year along with COSLA. As part of that programme, the Scottish Government 
had started, prior to the COVID-19 outbreak, to look at ways to improve care 
home sustainability. While the current focus needs to be on supporting the 
care home sector through the COVID-19 crisis, it will be important to reflect 
on the lessons learned during this pandemic and identify what that means for 
the future of care home provision. 
 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): 
To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to ensure that private hire 
taxis are fitted with safety screens between the driver and passengers to 
ensure the safety of both during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-29692 
 

Ash Denham: The Scottish Government published guidance on 26 May to 
those providing transport services including Taxi and Private Hire Vehicle 
operators on how they should assess risks and implement appropriate 
measures to ensure the safety of themselves, their staff and passengers 
during the Covid-19 crisis. 
 
The decision whether or not to install protective barriers or safety screens is 
for licensing authorities, operators and the firm or individual operating the 
vehicle to make based on their own assessment of risk. Before considering 
installing a safety screen, operators should contact the relevant licensing 
authority to check that they will permit the installation and ensure that the 
screen and installation will meet their requirements. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Rural Economy and Tourism 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
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assessment it has made of UK Hospitality’s protocols on the opening of 
tourism and hospitality businesses. 
 

S5W-29392 
 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government has received copies of UK 
Hospitality's draft protocols. We welcome the work that has been done across 
the tourism and hospitality sector to develop guidance for safe workplaces 
once restrictions are lifted. We are working in partnership with UK Hospitality 
and other stakeholders on the issue of guidance through the Scottish Tourism 
Emergency Response Group and will be publishing Scottish Government 
guidance for the sector soon to assist stakeholders to finalise comprehensive 
and compliant guidance. 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on 
its plans to establish a hardship fund for dairy farmers in response to the 
COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-29470 
 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government has continued to engage with the 
dairy sector in Scotland including the NFUS, Agriculture and Horticulture 
Development Board and Dairy UK, throughout the Covid 19 period. Whilst we 
recognise that the sector has been impacted, it is clear from these 
discussions and market data that Scotland continues to be less affected than 
other parts of the UK. The Scottish Government has provided a financial 
contribution to the joint AHDB and Dairy UK marketing campaign to increase 
milk consumption throughout the UK, and we continue to engage with the 
industry and monitor the market data to determine if any further support will 
be required for the sector. 
 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Social Security and Older People 
 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what work it is doing to re-model its estimates of how many 
children the Scottish Child Payment will remove from poverty, and what the 
(a) coverage and (b) targeting will be of the payment. 
 

S5W-29643 
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Shirley-Anne Somerville: At this stage, the impact of COVID-19 on poverty, 
including coverage and targeting, of Scottish Child Payment by 2023-24 is 
highly speculative. We will look to prepare our models’ functionality in the 
context of COVID-19 to enable us to produce poverty analysis of the 
pandemic itself and Scottish Child Payment.  
 
We now expect there to be more eligible children than previously estimated 
due to the increase in numbers applying for qualifying benefits, such as 
Universal Credit. The Scottish Government has prioritised the delivery of the 
Scottish Child Payment for under 6s in recognition of the impact that COVID-
19 has had on low income families and guarantees that all those who are 
eligible and apply will receive their entitlement.  

 
 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its response is to the STUC Black Workers Committee 
open letter to the First Minister of 22 May 2020 regarding the impact of 
COVID-19 on BAME workers. 
 

S5W-29577 
 

Christina McKelvie: The First Minister responded to the STUC Black 
Workers' Committee's open letter on 3 June, outlining some of the work that is 
ongoing to understand and mitigate the impact of COVID-19 on minority 
ethnic communities. 
 
The Scottish Government is deeply concerned by reports indicating that 
ethnic minority communities are disproportionally affected by COVID-19, and 
it is an issue we are taking extremely seriously. 
We have been working to establish and understand the data and evidence in 
Scotland, and on 20 May we published additional information from Public 
Health Scotland (PHS), which included preliminary analysis of COVID-19 
cases among minority ethnic communities. Although the data is very limited, 
the current information in Scotland appears to show that there is not a higher 
level of COVID-19 cases than would be expected, given the size of our Black, 
Asian and Minority Ethnic population. 
 
We are committed to continuously deepening our understanding of the risk 
factors and improving our analysis. To support that, analytical partners across 
the Scottish Government, National Records of Scotland (NRS), PHS and the 
NHS continue to work together to consider how we can better understand the 
impact of COVID-19 on people from all minority ethnic communities. We have 
asked PHS to undertake a review of the available evidence, which will inform 
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future action. NRS are working towards producing an analysis similar to that 
recently published by ONS for England and Wales. 
Also, to support the Scottish Government in making the best possible 
decisions, informed by appropriate expertise, an Expert Reference Group is 
being convened on 10 June to challenge and shape our approach moving 
forward. We are also committed to listening to stakeholder organisations, and 
the people they support, to ensure that concerns are heard and addressed. 
 
The Scottish Government remains committed to playing its part to eradicate 
racism, inequality, and injustice, and to build a better, fairer Scotland for 
everyone. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 
Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether equality impact assessments will be carried out on 
traffic layouts established under the initiative introduced in response to the 
COVID-19 outbreak, Spaces for People. 
 

S5W-29190 
 

Michael Matheson: We expect public bodies making temporary changes to 
road space in response to Covid-19 to comply with all relevant statutory 
duties including, where applicable, the public sector equality duty and 
requirements to carry out equality impact assessments. 
 
Sustrans are offering support to applicants on a range of areas such as 
design, engagement, equality impact assessment, monitoring and evaluation. 
Additionally, the Mobility and Access Committee for Scotland has written a 
guidance note on Temporary Street Measures during the Coronavirus Crisis, 
to help ensure the mobility needs of disabled people are fully considered. 
 
 
Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what guidance it has given to local authorities to ensure that 
active travel infrastructure established under the initiative introduced in 
response to the COVID-19 outbreak, Spaces for People, will be accessible to 
blind and partially-sighted people. 
 

S5W-29191 
 

Michael Matheson: To ensure Spaces for People infrastructure will be 
accessible to blind and partially-sighted people, support is provided to local 
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authorities through our delivery partner Sustrans Scotland. If required by local 
authorities, they will facilitate specialist advice, such as from the Mobility and 
Access Committee for Scotland (MACS).  
 
Additionally, MACS has written a guidance note on Temporary Street 
Measures during the Coronavirus Crisis, to help ensure the mobility needs of 
disabled people are fully considered.  
 
Sustrans are offering support to local authorities on a range of areas such as 
design, engagement, equality impact assessment, monitoring and evaluation.  
 
 
Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what work it has been carrying out with train operators 
regarding how passenger assist will be adapted as the COVID-19 lockdown 
eases, and how this will ensure that disabled passengers can continue to be 
assisted with boarding and leaving trains. 
 

S5W-29193 
 

Michael Matheson: The Transport Transition Plan was recently launched and 
guidance has been issued to public transport providers.  
 
Further information can be found at: 
https://www.transport.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/transport-transition-
plan/guidance-for-transport-operators/ 
 
This guidance confirms that those requiring assistance when travelling and 
would normally contact their transport operator ahead of time, should continue 
to do so, to enable the operator to prepare accordingly.  
 
Passengers should also maintain a 2 metre distance from members of staff. If 
this is difficult to achieve, passengers should try to avoid physical contact, if 
possible, and keep the time they spend within 2 metres of staff as short as 
necessary. 
 
 
Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what effect the initiative introduced in response to the COVID-19 
outbreak, Spaces for People, might have on bus routes, and what action it is 
taking to ensure that people with limited mobility who use these routes will still 
be able to access essential buildings, including shops and medical facilities. 
 

S5W-29194 

https://www.transport.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/transport-transition-plan/guidance-for-transport-operators/
https://www.transport.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/transport-transition-plan/guidance-for-transport-operators/
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Michael Matheson: Individual local authorities are best placed to engage with 
all relevant parties to make an assessment of the impact of their Spaces for 
People projects on bus routes, and to make plans to ensure access to 
essential shops and services for those with limited mobility. This engagement 
includes bus operators where appropriate. 
 
To assist with this, Sustrans Scotland are offering support to local authorities 
on a range of areas such as design, engagement, equality impact 
assessment, monitoring and evaluation. Additionally, the Mobility and Access 
Committee for Scotland has written a guidance note on Temporary Street 
Measures during the Coronavirus Crisis, to help ensure the mobility needs of 
disabled people are fully considered. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what additional financial support it has provided to Highlands 
and Islands Airports Limited to allow it to respond to the financial pressures 
arising from a loss of customer income as a result of COVID-19, and in what 
form any such support was provided. 
 

S5W-29431 
 

Michael Matheson: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-28437 
on 27 April 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available 
on the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found 
athttp://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
In addition to the UK Government’s COVID-19 business support measures, 
such as the Coronavirus Job Retention, the Scottish Government has granted 
airports including those operated by HIAL, as well as ground handling 
services providers and Loganair, 100% non-domestic rates relief for the 20/21 
financial year.  
 
 
 
Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it has reviewed Abellio ScotRail’s proposals for changes 
to the redeveloped Glasgow Queen Street station Travel Shop in light of 
COVID-19 and the need for social distancing. 
 

S5W-29562 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Michael Matheson: It is the responsibility of Abellio ScotRail to ensure the 
plans for the Travel Shop at the redeveloped Queen Street station take 
account of the recently published Transport Transition plan which contains 
comprehensive guidance relating to physical distancing for transport 
operators, staff and members of the public. 
 
Abellio ScotRail has reviewed the design proposals for the new travel shop 
which will include, if necessary, the temporary installation of screens to 
support physical distancing for staff and customer welfare. Meantime, they 
have temporarily maintained the current travel shop location due to the impact 
Covid-19 has had on the project timescales. 
  



 
 

 

 

41 
 
 

 

 

ORAL QUESTIONS ON 9 JUNE 2020 
 
First Minister’s Questions selected for answer on 10 June 2020 
 
1. Jackson Carlaw: Question to be taken in Chamber. ( S5F-04191 ) 
 
2. Richard Leonard: Question to be taken in Chamber. ( S5F-04192 ) 
 
3. Alison Johnstone: Question to be taken in Chamber. ( S5F-04193 ) 
 
4. Willie Rennie: Question to be taken in Chamber. ( S5F-04194 ) 
 
5. Christine Grahame: To ask the First Minister whether the Scottish 
Government will provide a weekly breakdown by local authority of the R 
number for COVID-19. ( S5F-04198 ) 
 
6. Jamie Greene: To ask the First Minister what analysis the Scottish 
Government has undertaken of the under-representation of BAME people in 
teaching, and how it plans to address this. ( S5F-04202 ) 
 
7. Sarah Boyack: To ask the First Minister what concerns the Scottish 
Government has regarding the availability of food for children and low-income 
families during the summer months, in light of the reported rise in food poverty 
caused by the COVID-19 outbreak. ( S5F-04210 ) 
 
 
Answers to all of the above questions can be found in the Official Report of 
proceedings here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04191
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04192
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04193
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04194
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04198
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04202
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04210
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12685&i=114747
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Written questions lodged on 10 June 2020 
(Expected Answer Date: 24 June 2020) 
 
S5W-29814 Stuart McMillan: To ask the Scottish Government what support 
it will give to 2020-21 probationary teachers who will be starting their 
probationary year in classrooms from 11 August. 
S5W-29815 Stuart McMillan: To as the Scottish Government what support it 
will provide to 2019-20 probationary teachers who missed out on 
approximately three months of classroom teaching experience as a result 
of COVID-19.  
S5W-29816 Stuart McMillan: To ask the Scottish Government 
whether teachers and children returning to schools will be required to wear 
facemasks, and, if so, whether these will be provided. 
S5W-29817 Stuart McMillan: To ask the Scottish Government whether hand 
lotion will be provided in schools to assist teachers and children when schools 
return in August 2020. 
S5W-29818 Stuart McMillan: To ask the Scottish Government what 
communications it has had with COSLA regarding new guidelines being 
established to help schools return in August 2020. 
S5W-29819 Stuart McMillan: To ask the Scottish Government what childcare 
assistance will be provided to key workers who live in one local authority area 
but work in another, and where new guidelines reportedly make it difficult for 
them to return to work. 
S5W-29828 Neil Bibby: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the 
decision by the UK Government on 9 June 2020 to give primary schools in 
England more flexibility on deciding on the organisation of their return, and the 
acknowledgement that, due to difficulties in ensuring social distancing, 
secondary pupils will not return to school until at least September, whether it 
will review with COSLA and teaching unions the timetable and arrangements 
for the return of pupils to schools in Scotland. 
S5W-29829 Neil Bibby: To ask the Scottish Government what evaluation of 
online and other means of learning and teaching by schools and education 
authorities during the period of lockdown has been carried out by Education 
Scotland; what lessons have been learned from this, and what advice for 
schools the Scottish Government is preparing in conjunction with COSLA, 
Education Scotland and other partner agencies regarding effective part-time 
education. 
S5W-29830 Neil Bibby: To ask the Scottish Government what arrangements 
are being made to ensure that (a) vulnerable children and young people, (b) 
pupils facing the greatest educational disadvantage and (c) pupils who have 
not been able to fully engage with learning during the period of lockdown are 
able to catch up on their learning. 
S5W-29832 Daniel Johnson: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-28122 by Jeane Freeman on 8 June 2020, how 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29814
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29815
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29816
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29817
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29818
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29819
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29828
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29829
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29830
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29832
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many antibody tests have been carried out on a (a) daily and (b) weekly basis, 
and how these figures will be reported. 
S5W-29836 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government how many people 
who attended the Scotland v France rugby match on 8 March 2020 were 
contact traced for COVID-19, and what information it has on how many of 
these have since died of COVID-19. 
S5W-29837 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason it 
considered that the Scotland v France rugby match on 8 March 2020 should 
go ahead, in light of the worldwide COVID-19 pandemic, and on whose advice 
the match was sanctioned. 
S5W-29838 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government what its 
response is to concerns that almost 50% of NHS Grampian employees cannot 
be fitted with FFP3 masks due to these items failing sealing tests. 
S5W-29839 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government what 
support is being provided to NHS boards to ensure that they are provided with 
FFP3 masks that have the highest fitting success rate.  
S5W-29840 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer 
to question S5W-29548 by Jamie Hepburn on 9 June 2020, how the 
availability of career advice will be publicised to young people who have 
completed school earlier than planned due to school closures. 
S5W-29841 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-29044 by Jeane Freeman on 10 June 2020, whether 
it will provided the information requested regarding for what reason it did not 
support the testing of asymptomatic NHS, care home and home care staff, 
given that this policy was adopted prior to the establishment of its COVID-19 
advisory committee, and on whose advice its policy was based. 
S5W-29842 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide an update on the progress being made with introducing the additional 
equipment required to facilitate virtual visits from family and friends for 
prisoners during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-29844 Edward Mountain: To ask the Scottish Government whether 
there will be a limit on the number of families that will be allowed to stay in 
self-catering accommodation when they become available to access on 15 
July 2020. 
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to 
COVID-19, answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily 
written answer reports, which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by 
keyword, MSP asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by 
date and other filters, through the advanced search function on the 
Parliament’s website here. 
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