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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Tuesday 9 June 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 9 June can be found on page 25 of this 
document. 
 
Links to Topical Questions relating to COVID-19 on 9 June, are included 

at page 24. 

 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 9 June) 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 

Bill Kidd (Glasgow Anniesland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its response is, regarding the impact in Scotland, 
to reports of an expected loss of 12,000 British Airways jobs, 40% wage 
reductions for employees kept on, and the pressuring of workers to sign new 
right-waiving contracts, in light of BA’s conglomerate company, ING, receiving 
multi-million pound support packages from the UK and Spanish governments. 
 

S5W-29569  
 
Jamie Hepburn: Any need for job losses is disappointing. We fully recognise 
the impact that the Covid-19 situation is continuing to have on the aviation 
sector and anticipate it being at least five years before services are restored 
to pre-Covid-19 levels. While employment legislation is reserved to the UK 
Government, we continue to promote our Fair Work policy to improve workers’ 
rights and protections. 
 
We are monitoring developments and stand ready to assist any Scottish 
based staff affected. I have written to Alex Cruz, Chief Executive of British 
Airways, to encourage him to work with us to support those staff facing 
redundancy. We will provide support through our initiative for responding to 
redundancy situations, Partnership Action for Continuing Employment, PACE. 
Through providing skills development and employability support, PACE aims 
to minimise the time individuals affected by redundancy are out of work. 
 
We are working with Scotland’s airports to re-establish connectivity to support 
business and the inbound tourism market, focusing first on the most important 
routes serving key markets. 
 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many applications it has received from people in 
the cultural sector for support from the Pivotal Enterprise Resilience Fund; 
what the total value of the funding requested was; how many of those 



 

2 
 

applications were approved, and what the total value of the awards made 
was. 
 

S5W-29226  
 
Fiona Hyslop: The Pivotal Enterprise Resilience Fund (PERF) provides 
grants for businesses, unavailable elsewhere in the UK, which: 
 
• support Scotland’s productive capacity, 
• are of local or national economic importance, 
• impact the wider business community, 
• are a supplier or potential supplier to NHS or other COVID-19 vital 
services, 
• are a supplier to other essential businesses, or 
• demonstrate a need to rapidly scale up or diversify due to COVID-19. 
 
Due to significant demand, we doubled the PERF to £90m and have further 
increased it to £120m. The fund has now closed. 
 
Each enterprise agency administers the fund in its respective area. The 
performance data are compiled by Scottish Enterprise on behalf of all three 
agencies, consulting and working together with Creative Scotland and Visit 
Scotland. As applications are still being processed the fund’s performance 
data are incomplete. I have asked the Chief Executive of Scottish Enterprise 
to write to you this month as soon as the data you have requested can be 
reported. 
 
Once all applications have been appraised and funding distributed, the 
intention is to publish information relating to the demand for PERF and our 
other business support funds, including volume and value of applications. 
 
As of 2nd June, our targeted support funds to the creative, tourism and 
hospitality sector, along with support to SMEs who are vulnerable but vital to 
their local economies, and the newly self-employed have resulted in awards 
totalling £104m; that is grant offers to over 2500 businesses and 4160 self-
employed people to date. 
 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government what steps it has taken to raise awareness of the (a) 
Pivotal Enterprise Resilience Fund and (b) Creative, Tourism and Hospitality 
Enterprises Fund. 
 

S5W-29228  
 
Fiona Hyslop: The Pivotal Enterprise Resilience Fund and Creative, Tourism 
and Hospitality Enterprises Fund provide support to our businesses not 
available elsewhere in the UK. They were both heavily promoted through 
multiple statements to the media, including numerous Scottish Government 
Ministerial statements. This was amplified by our delivery partners across a 
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wide range of communication channels owned by the enterprise agencies, 
VisitScotland, Creative Scotland, and Business Gateway. This included social 
media campaigns and extensive stakeholder communications, which reached 
out to elected members and key affected industries.  
 
In addition the key business support website FindBusinessSupport.gov was 
regularly updated to promote the funds and make available key information 
about the application process. Our approach resulted in significant volumes of 
applications.  
 
As of 2 June, our targeted support funds to the creative, tourism and 
hospitality sector, along with support to SMEs who are vulnerable but vital to 
their local economies, and the newly self-employed have resulted in awards 
totalling £104m; that is grant offers to over 2500 businesses and 4160 self-
employed people to date. Both funds are now closed. 
 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many applications for support from the Creative, 
Tourism and Hospitality Enterprises Fund it has received; what the total value 
of funding requested was; how many applications were approved, and what 
the total value of the awards made was, also broken down by the (a) creative 
and cultural, (b) tourism and (c) hospitality sector. 
 

S5W-29227  
 
Fiona Hyslop: The Creative, Tourism and Hospitality Enterprises Hardship 
Fund (CTHEHF) provides support, unavailable elsewhere in the UK, for small 
creative, tourism and hospitality companies who have experienced at least 
50% loss of current or projected revenue as a result of COVID-19 and are 
experiencing hardship. Due to significant demand we have increased the fund 
from £20m to £30m. The fund is administered by our enterprise agencies, 
which are currently progressing applications. The fund is now closed.  
 
Each enterprise agency administers the fund in its respective area. The 
performance data are compiled by Scottish Enterprise on behalf of all three 
agencies. As applications are still being processed the fund’s performance 
data are incomplete. I have asked the Chief Executive of Scottish Enterprise 
to write to you this month as soon as the data you have requested can be 
reported.  
 
Once all applications have been appraised and funding distributed, the 
intention is to publish information relating to the demand for CTHEHF and our 
other business support funds, including volume and value of applications.  
 
As of 2 June, our targeted support funds to the creative, tourism and 
hospitality sector, along with support to SMEs who are vulnerable but vital to 
their local economies, and the newly self-employed have resulted in awards 
totalling £104m; that is grant offers to over 2500 businesses and 4160 self-
employed people to date. 
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Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many (a) successful and (b) unsuccessful applications have been made by 
sporting businesses to the Creative or Tourism and Hospitality Enterprises 
Hardship Fund, also broken down by local authority area. 
 

S5W-29221  
 
Fiona Hyslop: The Creative, Tourism and Hospitality Enterprises Hardship 
Fund (CTHEHF) provides support, not available elsewhere in the UK, for 
small creative, tourism and hospitality companies who have experienced at 
least 50% loss of current or projected revenue as a result of COVID-19 and 
are experiencing hardship. Due to significant demand we increased the fund 
from £20m to £30m. The fund is administered by our enterprise agencies, 
which are currently progressing applications. The fund is now closed.  
 
Each enterprise agency administers the fund in its respective area. The 
performance data are compiled by Scottish Enterprise on behalf of all three 
agencies. As applications are still being processed the fund’s performance 
data are incomplete. I have asked the Chief Executive of Scottish Enterprise 
to write to you this month as soon as the data you have requested can be 
reported.  
 
Once all applications have been appraised and funding distributed, the 
intention is to publish information relating to the demand for CTHEHF and our 
other business support funds, including volume and value of applications.  
 
Our targeted support funds to the creative, tourism and hospitality sector, 
along with support to SMEs who are vulnerable but vital to their local 
economies, and the newly self-employed have resulted in awards totalling 
£104m as of 2 June; that is grant offers to over 2500 businesses and 4160 
self-employed people to date.  
 
 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government what discussions it has had with the UK Government 
regarding the partial easing of the Job Retention Scheme in July 2020. 
 

S5W-29439  
 
Fiona Hyslop: On the 7 May 2020, in a joint letter from the Cabinet Secretary 
for Finance, Kate Forbes MSP and myself to the Chancellor, we noted that 
the Job Retention Scheme is a lifeline for employers and employees, but 
highlighted that the scaling back of the scheme should be done in a carefully 
considered way that reflects the economic priorities of each of the four 
nations, and the different sectors of their economies. 
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Further, I wrote to the Chancellor on the 26 May 2020 to seek assurances that 
the extension of support to employers in each of the four nations, who have to 
comply with any differences in public health guidance that may be in place, 
would not change between now and the end of October. 
 
The Job Retention Scheme has been an essential part of our collective 
response so far and the Scottish Government welcome the extension of the 
scheme. We also welcome the flexibility for employers to start work on a part 
time basis while still being supported through the scheme. 
 
In addition, we are pleased that the scheme will enable employers to bring 
back their furloughed employees for any amount of time and any shift pattern. 
This will help employers to better ensure they are meeting the needs of their 
business and provide flexibility to employees particularly those with caring 
responsibilities and children. 
 
The Scottish Government is seeking assurance that those accessing the 
scheme will not be impacted by the different approaches that Scottish 
Ministers might take to UK Ministers on workplace guidance. We do not have 
powers to create a separate Scottish furlough scheme – but there might be a 
different set of public health priorities or issues that our Ministers need to 
manage compared to the rest of the UK. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what plans it has to help (a) people who have lost employment 
and (b) young people who have missed out on job opportunities because they 
have had to shield from COVID-19. 
 

S5W-29561  
 
Jamie Hepburn: The Scottish Government announced £33 million in 2020-21 
budget to support people back to work as we gradually restart the economy. 
 
This Government has a strong track record of tackling youth unemployment 
through our internationally recognised Youth Employment Strategy – 
Developing the Young Workforce. We support DYW groups ensuring their 
employer-led efforts are relevant in the post COVID-19 world. 
 
We continue to invest in our employability services, including Fair Start 
Scotland and No One Left Behind, ensuring they deliver for those who need 
support. We are working with existing service delivery partners to ensure 
collectively, we flex service offers to respond to the economic and social 
impact of COVID-19. 
 
Working closely with Skills Development Scotland and local partners, we have 
already launched a Employability Helpline for individuals. The helpline will 
route individuals to appropriate employability advice and support.  
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The Scottish Government’s initiative for responding to redundancy situations, 
PACE and its lead delivery partner, Skills Development Scotland have made 
changes to service delivery due to COVID-19 by providing IT and telephony 
support to those that require it.  
 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what measures will be put in place to support pupils who 
effectively left school early due to the closure in March 2020 and will not have 
school support in seeking employment or access to further educational 
opportunities. 
 

S5W-29548  
 
Jamie Hepburn: We have ensured that school leavers have access to 
support directly from a Skills Development Scotland (SDS) professional 
careers advisors and we have taken steps to ensure they will continue to have 
access to this support during these times.  
 
SDS are operating an expanded helpline (0800 917 8000), offering individuals 
direct access to career support from SDS expert advisers. The helpline is 
specifically aimed at those whose future choices or transition from school may 
have been impacted.  
 
Additionally, SDS’ online resource, My World of Work 
(www.myworldofwork.co.uk), has been updated to direct pupils and school 
leavers to useful information and advice during this time. There is also a 
section for parents and carers. Furthermore, a new portal has been developed 
which helps individuals develop their skills through free online courses from a 
wide range of training providers. 
 
SDS are also hosting weekly Career Management Skills webinars to support 
school leavers with the next steps in their career journeys, along with an 
interim suite of resources for teachers to use with secondary pupils and 
school leavers.  
 
College websites have been updated to provide information for prospective 
students, including school leavers about teaching arrangements and the 
application process. Colleges Scotland also hosted a live Facebook event to 
provide information to school leavers on 21 May.  
 
Young People can also access support from their local Developing the Young 
Workforce (DYW) Regional Group who work in partnership with employers to 
support entry into the labour market. Details can be found at www.DYW.scot. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what (a) monitoring and (b) analysis has been undertaken by (a) 

www.myworldofwork.co.uk
www.DYW.scot
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it and (b) its agencies and partners regarding the (i) quantity, (ii) quality and 
(iii) relevance of school-initiated engagement with pupils during the COVID-19 
lockdown. 
 

S5W-29416  
 
John Swinney: Local Authorities have the statutory duty for the provision of 
education and as such are responsible for the school-initiated engagement 
with pupils during this COVID19 lockdown. Individual schools have 
undertaken that contact in line with this duty. 
 
Education Scotland’s Senior Regional Advisors have gathered intelligence on 
the way in which Local Authorities have responded to the crisis through their 
ongoing contact with council officers. This has included examples of the way 
in which schools have engaged with learners. 
 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether the qualification pathways required to meet 
the national professional standard for school counsellors funded through its 
2018-19 Programme for Government have been impacted by the COVID-19 
outbreak, in particular for (a) the British Association for Counselling and 
Psychotherapy (BACP) and (b) Counselling and Psychotherapy in Scotland 
(COSCA). 
 

S5W-29481  
 
John Swinney: The Scottish Funding Council does not normally monitor the 
delivery of qualifications in real time or get involved in the detail of the 
assessment process at institution or subject level. However, the Scottish 
Funding Council has been surveying institutions on COVID impact and all 
have assured that they are working hard to put in place alternative 
arrangements to ensure that students can complete their studies and be fairly 
assessed. 
 
In terms of assessment and registration for particular professions, each 
Professional, Statutory and Regulatory Body will have a slightly different 
approach to what it requires from providers at this time. However, we 
understand that training courses that support accreditation towards a 
professional body have continued online with many student counsellors given 
the opportunity to work towards becoming competent in them delivering 
therapy online with support provided via placement providers and via 
college/university teaching. 
 
Additionally, SQA has been providing advice and support to centres to ensure 
that disruption to the delivery of counselling training within our approved 
centres is minimised and mitigated as much as possible. The Centres 
involved have been able to adapt delivery and assessment models to facilitate 
remote learning and assessment including, where appropriate, evidence of 
competence from online and telephone counselling sessions. 
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Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what (a) financial, (b) childminding 
and (c) other support will be made available to parents in Aberdeenshire and 
across the country who want to return to work in August 2020 but cannot as 
schooling is expected to be part-time. 
 

S5W-29474  
 
John Swinney: On 21 May the Scottish Government published a routemap 
setting out a four phase approach to easing lockdown restrictions while still 
suppressing Covid-19. This sets out our plans for children to return to school 
under a blended model of part-time in-school teaching and part-time in-home 
learning in phase 3 of the routemap. 
 
The UK Government Job Retention Scheme guidance states that: 
“If you are unable to work, including from home, due to caring responsibilities 
arising from coronarivus (COVID-19), such as caring for children who are at 
home as a result of school and childcare facilities closing, or caring for a 
vulnerable individual in your household, then you should speak to your 
employer about whether they plan to place staff on furlough.” This scheme 
has been extended until the end of October 2020 with new flexibility 
introduced from August 2020. 
 
The Scottish Government are planning for all childcare providers to reopen 
during phase 3 of the routemap, subject to public health measures, with 
available capacity prioritised to support key worker childcare, early learning 
and childcare entitlement and children in need. 
 
Some childcare provision will be available more widely for parents and carers 
in phase 1. From Wednesday 3 June 2020 all childminders and fully outdoor 
childcare provision can reopen if they wish to do so. These providers must 
prioritise critical childcare for keyworkers and vulnerable children but beyond 
this, they can use their discretion to allocate places to families. 
 
We have established working groups and are working with 14 sectors to 
consider how quickly and in what manner, people can start to return to work. 
This includes taking into account transport, childcare, schooling and caring 
considerations. We are clear within our sectoral workplace guidance that 
when employers are carrying out workforce planning as a minimum we expect 
employers to take account of travel to work considerations and childcare 
arrangements, in the case of childcare settings and schools not being fully 
operational. We are also continuing to state that working from home should 
continue, where possible. 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what (a) monitoring and (b) analysis has been undertaken by (a) 
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it and (b) its agencies and partners regarding the efficacy of Glow as a 
platform for online learning and teaching during the COVID-19 lockdown. 
 

S5W-29420  
 
John Swinney: Glow is the national online service funded by Scottish 
Government and provided by Education Scotland. This learning environment 
provides learners and educators across Scotland with access to a wide set of 
innovative digital tools and resources designed to enhance learning and 
teaching across the whole curriculum. As the provider, Education Scotland 
undertakes regular monitoring and analysis of the use of the service. 
 
Prior to the COVID-19 lockdown this analysis was carried out monthly. Since 
March, Education Scotland have asked their supplier, RM Education, to 
provide daily figures for the use of Glow. These indicate that there has been 
very significant increase in the use of Glow – from 3.7 million sessions in 
February 2020 to 12.4 million in May. 
 
Education Scotland also meet regularly with Glow Key Contacts from all local 
authorities. Since COVID-19 these meetings have been increased to weekly. 
The meetings report on progress with issues, discuss any new problems and 
consider suggestions for improvement, changes or additions. The meeting 
also consider the enquiries received by Education Scotland and its suppliers 
to determine any trends or wider impacting issues. 
 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether it will meet its commitment to ensure that 
every secondary school has counselling services by September 2020. 
 

S5W-29482  
 
John Swinney: It is expected that the commitment to ensure access to a 
counsellor in every secondary school from September 2020 will be met. The 
mental health and wellbeing support being put in place by local authorities, 
including providing access to counsellors, is a crucial aspect for supporting 
children and young people’s mental health, both in the current period of 
closures and as we seek to recover from COVID-19. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what plans are in place to provide mental health services for (a) 
NHS staff and (b) carers, in light of evidence suggesting that they will be 
disproportionately affected by the COVID-19 crisis. 
 

S5W-29536  
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Clare Haughey: I am working closely with partners across the health and 
social care sector, including NHS Boards, Health and Social Care 
Partnerships and local employers, to ensure mental health and wellbeing 
support is in place for the workforce. 
 
A range of support services has been established at local level, including staff 
wellbeing ‘hubs’, common rooms and rest areas, helplines and listening 
services, links with Occupational Health and Chaplaincy services, peer 
support, leadership development and coaching initiatives, mental health 
guidance and digital offerings. We have encouraged the sharing of services 
across health and social care to ensure as many people as possible can 
benefit from these. 
 
On 11th May, we launched the National Wellbeing Hub for health and social 
care workers (www.promis.scot). The Hub signposts staff, unpaid carers, 
volunteers and their families to relevant services, and provides a range of 
self-care and wellbeing resources designed to support the workforce as they 
respond to the impact of Covid-19. The Hub is part of a programme of activity 
at the national level which includes the allocation of a further £3.8 million to 
begin to increase the capacity of NHS 24’s Mental Health Hub and Breathing 
Space service, alongside increased access to digital therapies. 
 
Based on evidence and experiences here and internationally, we will continue 
to explore how best to respond to those who need more specialist mental 
health support and care over the coming months. 
 
 
Jeremy Balfour (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government, in light of the resumption of one-to-one tennis 
playing on 29 May 2020, whether one-to-one tennis coaching is also 
permitted, and, if not, for what reason.  
 

S5W-29438  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: From Friday 29 May, one on one personal training or 
coaching is permitted if it is outdoors, physical distancing can be maintained, 
and is with members of your household and/or members of one other 
household. A coach or personal trainer may not deliver training to more than 
one household at any one time or provide training to more than one 
household per day. When participating in training or coaching, where 
possible, avoid touching surfaces and sharing equipment and touching your 
mouth and face. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many people in each NHS board area have received emergency dental 
treatment during each month of the COVID-19 lockdown, and, if it does not 
hold this information, whether NHS boards can provide it with this. 
 

S5W-29435 
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Joe FitzPatrick: The figures requested for each NHS Board area is as 
follows: 
 

NHS Board 23-31 March 1-30 April 1-31 May 

    

Ayrshire and Arran Not available 1685 455 

Borders Not available 414 153 

Dumfries & Galloway 71 141 354 

Fife 1602 857 823 

Forth Valley 54 301 544 

Grampian 33 247 766 

Greater Glasgow & Clyde 171 718 1597 

Highland Not available 1824 667 

Lanarkshire  50 398 732 

Lothian Not available 1095 1197 

Orkney 20 48 98 

Shetland  48 63 67 

Tayside Not available 6356 2241 

Western Isles Not available 26 27 

 
Where noted above, data recording commenced on the following dates: 
 
1   from 30 March 
2   from 26 March 
3   from 28 March 
4   from 13 April 
5   from 14 April 
6   from 20 April 
 
 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of recent research, including in connection with the 
COVID-19 outbreak, what action it is taking to update public health guidance 
on vitamin D supplementation, and how it will promote this as widely as 
possible. 
 

S5W-29312  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government published guidance on 2 April 
2020 on Vitamin D for all ages in light of the COVID-19 pandemic. It was 
updated on 3 June 2020 and is available at 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/vitamin-d-advice-for-all-age-groups/ 
 
Food Standards Scotland has shared current advice on vitamin D 
supplementation as part of series of social media posts highlighting key 
dietary messages. 
 
The guidance and action to raise awareness of it are being kept under regular 
review, guided by the evidence. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/vitamin-d-advice-for-all-age-groups/
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Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what plans it has to increase the provision of free vitamin D 
supplementation to include all high-risk groups for COVID-19. 
 

S5W-29311  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: We recognise that the provision of vitamin D supplements is 
important for people who are shielding. We are therefore keeping this matter 
under active review. 
 
 
Jeremy Balfour (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what it is doing to support homebirths during the 
COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-29152  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: We have encouraged Health Boards to maintain as many 
options for birth as possible whilst taking into account workforce capacity, 
patient safety and the potential need for ambulance transfer. 
 
We are aware that some maternity services had to take the difficult decision to 
temporarily suspend home birth services to ensure that midwife led services 
remain available for all women. We expect Boards to keep this under 
continual review within their local mobilisation plans and are reassured that 
this is the case, with some now providing home birth. Additionally, we have 
asked Health Boards to consider the role of student midwives in their final 6 
months to act as a second person to provide support at home birth. 
 
 
Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what its position is on whether stricter guidelines 
are required to help reduce the number of COVID-19-related deaths. 
 

S5W-28869  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government is keeping lockdown restrictions 
under constant review. Our priority will always be to save lives and reduce the 
number of people who might die unnecessarily. 
 
Our ‘Framework for Decision-Making’ papers set out the Scottish 
Government’s approach, principles and the specific options to protect the 
public and reduce deaths from COVID-19. This includes the possibility of 
reversing any relaxation of the lockdown conditions if we cannot keep the 
reproduction rate of the virus, or the R number, sufficiently below 1. 
 
Physical distancing guidelines are the primary method of limiting spread of the 
disease and saving lives. These are having a positive effect, however, 
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progress remains fragile and the margins for ensuring the virus does not take 
off again remain tight. 
 
On 28 May, we concluded that, based on this evidence on the spread of the 
virus, we could move into phase 1 of our four phase route map out of 
lockdown, by introducing some careful and gradual changes to the rules 
regarding outdoor activity and non-contact sports. The focus of our Phase 1 
changes are on outdoor activity because the risk of the virus spreading is 
lower in an outdoor environment. 
 
To that effect, we published our updated “staying at home and away from 
others” guidance. 
 
We have also been clear however that if there is evidence of a minority not 
abiding by existing guidelines, including travelling unnecessarily or meeting in 
large groups, the Scottish government may put restrictions on these into law. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government for what reason it took over 15 months for action 
to be taken by the Care Inspectorate regarding Home Farm Care Home on 
Skye. 
 

S5W-29135  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
for what reasons care home places, home care services and other 
accommodation and services were made available at short notice to a 
reported 1,000 people subject to delayed discharge from hospital in the period 
from March 2020, following the outbreak of COVID-19, when such places and 
services do not appear to have been available in the period immediately 
beforehand. 
 

S5W-29288  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
for what reasons the majority of delayed discharges from hospital in the 
period up to March 2020 arose, and what its position is on whether a lack of 
care home or care at home capacity or whether funding provided to local 
authorities and integration joint boards was insufficient were factors. 
 

S5W-29295  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government what information has been provided to individuals taking 
part in the contact tracing trials in Fife, Lanarkshire and the Highlands 
regarding potential risks to privacy. 
 

S5W-29300  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government what safeguards have been put in place to ensure the 
privacy of individuals taking part in contact tracing trials in Fife, Lanarkshire 
and the Highlands. 
 

S5W-29303  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether NHS and care workers who test positive for COVID-19 
are retested before returning to work. 
 

S5W-29306  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what information it has regarding whether people who have 
tested positive for COVID-19 remain infectious after their symptoms subside. 
 

S5W-29307  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
for what reasons delayed discharge affected reportedly large numbers of 
people in the period up to March 2020. 
 

S5W-29330  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
for what reasons people could not be accommodated in care homes or with 
care packages at home in the period prior to February/March 2020 and the 
outbreak of COVID-19, and how much additional money it has provided for 
dealing with delayed discharge cases since then. 
 

S5W-29331  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the average cost is of a care home place contracted through an 
integration joint board (IJB), broken down by IJB area. 
 

S5W-29333  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many people in the last 10 years have been subject to delayed discharge 
from hospital due to a lack of funds to pay for care home or home care places; 
for what reasons people were told that their discharge was as a result of a 
care home place or home care package not being available, and whether it 
considers that these people were wrongly informed. 
 

S5W-29334  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what discussions or contact it has had with representatives of (a) 
Nike, (b) Hilton Edinburgh Carlton and (c) Health Protection Scotland 
regarding a COVID-19 outbreak at the hotel and subsequent communications 
and handling. 
 

S5W-29340  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action it is taking to (a) make the public aware that COVID-
19 can affect people differently and (b) educate and raise public awareness of 
the common, mild and serious COVID-19 symptoms to be aware of. 
 

S5W-29341  
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Joe FitzPatrick: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many older people in sheltered housing have died from 
COVID-19. 
 

S5W-29342  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will use mobile COVID-19 testing units in every local 
authority area to help increase the volume of testing. 
 

S5W-29352  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it has considered following the approach in Wuhan, 
China, which is to test the entire population for COVID-19. 
 

S5W-29353  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government which universities it has contacted to request help with testing 
capacity for COVID-19. 
 

S5W-29354  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government where COVID-19 testing is being carried out. 
 

S5W-29355  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government which laboratories are being used to analyse COVID-19 test 
results. 
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S5W-29356  

 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government for what reason there is a reported time delay in obtaining results 
for COVID-19 tests. 
 

S5W-29357  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government for what reason Scotland reportedly has the poorest COVID-19 
testing rate in the UK. 
 

S5W-29358  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many people within the NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde 
area have been contacted through contact tracing, following a patient testing 
positive for COVID-19, on each day since 1 February 2020. 
 

S5W-29373  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many patients were transferred between 
hospitals in Scotland in (a) March and (b) April 2020 and, of these, how many 
were tested for COVID-19 before transfer. 
 

S5W-29375  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what analysis it has carried out to explain the number of excess 
deaths, which are non-COVID-19 related, in care homes in 2020. 
 

S5W-29376  
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Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many hospice patients have had COVID-19 mentioned on 
their death certificate in 2020. 
 

S5W-29377  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many care home residents died in hospital of COVID-19 in 
Scotland in 2020. 
 

S5W-29378  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether any care home residents who died in hospital as a result 
of COVID-19 were included in the care home location category in the weekly 
publication by the National Records of Scotland in 2020. 
 

S5W-29379  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many care homes have had more than five residents die 
from COVID-19 in 2020, broken down by (a) care home, (b) local authority 
area and (c) the number of deaths. 
 

S5W-29380  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many patients that were on a delayed discharge register 
and then moved to a care home tested positive for COVID-19. 
 

S5W-29381  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 



 

19 
 

Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many patients who tested positive for COVID-19 were 
discharged from hospitals and moved to care homes in 2020. 
 

S5W-29382  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many patients it has discharged from a hospital to a care 
home since 13 March 2020, and how many of those were given (a) a single 
test and (b) two tests for COVID-19. 
 

S5W-29383  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many hospital admissions from care homes there have 
been since 30 December 2019, broken down by each week. 
 

S5W-29384  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government for what reason Scotland reportedly has the highest COVID-19 
care home death rate, proportionately per population size, in the UK. 
 

S5W-29385  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many people who attended the Rangers versus Bayern Leverkusen 
football match on 12 March 2020 were contact traced for COVID-19, and what 
information it has on how many people who attended the match have since 
died of COVID-19. 
 

S5W-29360  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: We do not hold information as to which individuals attended 
the match. 
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Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
for what reason it considered that the Rangers versus Bayer Leverkusen 
football match on 12 March 2020 should go ahead, in light of the worldwide 
COVID-19 pandemic, and on whose advice the match was sanctioned. 
 

S5W-29359  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government had no role in deciding this game 
should go ahead – operational responsibility for football matches rests with 
the Safety Advisory Group as the local licensing authority. This match was 
governed by UEFA, with the Scottish FA suspending all football under its 
auspices on 14 March. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what information it has on how many people who were confirmed 
as having COVID-19 attended the Rangers versus Leverkusen football match 
on 12 March 2020. 
 

S5W-29324  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: We do not hold information as to which individuals attended 
the match. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many people it estimates will be affected by mental health 
concerns because of an increase in the levels of domestic violence during the 
COVID-19 crisis, and what steps is it taking to support them. 
 

S5W-29539  
 
Clare Haughey: The Scottish Government does not hold estimates on the 
number of people that will be affected by mental health concerns as a result of 
domestic abuse during the COVID-19 crisis. However, we understand from 
regular discussions with key stakeholders that the mental health impact of 
lockdown continues to be a significant concern for organisations who support 
victims.  
 
A Mental Health Research Advisory Group has also been established and will 
follow research developments closely to understand the medium and long 
term impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on mental health.  
 
Backed by £1.5 million of Scottish Government funding, support services have 
made changes to ensure they can still be accessed and are there to help 
people. National helplines are fully operational and also now with text and 
web chat functions. 
 
Scottish Government published Coronavirus (COVID-19): guidance on 
domestic abuse which makes it clear that rules on staying at home do not 
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prevent anyone from leaving their home to escape or keep themselves safe 
from domestic abuse. 
 
We are also continuing to provide wider mental health support in Scotland 
through this time. The Scottish Government has provided funding to increase 
the capacity of NHS 24’s mental health services and digital therapies. These 
services will continue to be available throughout the COVID-19 pandemic for 
anyone who needs it.  
 
Investment of more than £1 million has also been provided to roll out the 
Distress Brief Intervention programme on a national basis. The programme 
gives people over the age of 16, who are in emotional distress, the 
opportunity to speak to specially trained staff. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it is supporting mental health charities through the COVID-
19 crisis to help meet with increased demand. 
 

S5W-29537  
 
Clare Haughey: The Scottish Government’s £50 million Wellbeing Fund is 
supporting third sector organisations that have expanded their work to provide 
vital assistance for communities at risk in the face of Covid-19. Among the 
558 organisations recently offered funding in the first application round for 
Wellbeing Fund support are 344 for which applicants identified “Mental Health 
and Wellbeing” as the primary area of focus and which collectively received 
£8.07 million. Provisional results from the second application round show that 
392 applications have been approved for funding, with a total value of 
£7,592,000. More detailed breakdown information about these (including how 
many focus on mental health and wellbeing) will become available shortly. 
 
On 12 May we extended eligibility for the Small Business Grant Fund 
(£10,000) to include non-domestic properties in receipt of any Charitable or 
Sports Rates Relief, and eligible for Small Business Bonus Scheme who also 
meet the qualifying criteria.  
 
Through the Children, Young People and Families Early Intervention & Adult 
Learning and Empowering Communities Fund, the Scottish Government is 
continuing to contribute to the core costs of Third Sector organisations which 
support the emotional wellbeing of children, young people and families. 
 
In addition to a number of third sector partners funded to help deliver our 
vision for improved mental health and wellbeing in Scotland, we have 
announced additional support this year to the following third sector 
organisations responding directly to the increased demand resulting from the 
Covid-19 crisis: 
 
• As part of the £1 million to expand and develop the Distress Brief 
Intervention programme into a nationwide response to people in distress 
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associated with Covid-19, support to third sector bodies including the Scottish 
Association for Mental Health, Penumbra and Support in Mind Scotland as 
key partners will be over £800,000. 
 
• We announced a £1 million package for children, young people and 
families on 1 May which includes: 
 

- £768,000 for a relationships helpline to be delivered by The Spark 
counselling service 

- £105,000 to support Young Scot to develop enhanced digital content 
and resources on mental health 

- £205,000 to support 47,000 autistic people across Scotland. This 
consists of funding to increase capacity at the Scottish Autism Helpline, 
and help for the National Autistic Society to keep people in touch online 
during lockdown. 

 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what assessment it made in (a) January and (b) February 2020 of its capacity 
for contact testing for COVID-19, and of its ability to increase this. 
 

S5W-28185  
 
Jeane Freeman: Testing capacity of 350 tests per day was available in 
Scotland from early February 2020. Since then NHS testing capacity has 
grown significantly and is now over 6,000 tests per day and adding in capacity 
from the Glasgow Lighthouse laboratory brings this to over 15,500 tests per 
day at the end of April. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 

 
Brian Whittle (South Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist): To 
ask to Scottish Government whether it plans to halt the current and any future 
planned emergency release of prisoners, in light of the Scottish Prison 
Service Early Release Tranche 1 Report showing that staff absence levels 
have fallen below the threshold for implementation of the emergency 
legislation, which is 20% of the total workforce. 
 

S5W-29386  
 
Humza Yousaf: Scottish Ministers are satisfied that the release of prisoners 
authorised by the Release of Prisoners (Coronavirus) (Scotland) Regulations 
2020 is a necessary and proportionate response to the effects coronavirus is 
having, and is likely to have, on prisons generally, for the purpose of 
protecting: (a) the security and good order of prisons; and (b) the health, 
safety and welfare of prisoners and those working in prisons. There is no 
legislative requirement within the Regulations or the Act for Scottish Prison 
Service staff absence levels to be at a specific level for action to be taken. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Rural Economy and Tourism 

Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment it has made of UK Hospitality’s protocols on the opening of 
tourism and hospitality businesses. 
 

S5W-29392  
 
Fergus Ewing: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 

 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment it has made of the R100 programme, and whether it will provide 
an update on this, including any revised deadlines as a result of the COVID-
19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-29325  
 
Paul Wheelhouse: Progress on work for the R100 contracts covering Central 
and South Scotland has been maintained – despite COVID-related lockdown 
measures being introduced. This is, in large part, due to much of the work 
undertaken to date being desk based, with a limited amount of outdoor survey 
work being possible while remaining consistent with Scottish Government 
guidance on social distancing. We are continuing to monitor impacts of the 
pandemic and how this could affect timescales, as we move into the physical 
deployment phase, although significant work has been undertaken, in 
partnership with the industry and trade unions, to develop guidance on safe 
working practices in the context of the need to prevent transmission of the 
coronavirus. 
 
As members may be aware, the award of the contract for the North lot of the 
R100 procurement remains subject to a legal challenge from Gigaclear Ltd. 
Until this challenge is resolved, we are unable to award this contract. 
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ORAL QUESTIONS ON 9 JUNE 2020 

Topical Questions 
 
The following questions were asked: 
 

1. Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason it did not 

immediately publish details of the number of patients who have 
contracted COVID-19 in hospital. (S5T-02243) 

2. Colin Beattie: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide 
an update on the guidance for passengers arriving in Scotland from abroad. 
(S5T-02247) 

3. James Kelly: To ask the Scottish Government what arrangements are 
being made to enable prisoners to have contact with their families during 
the COVID-19 outbreak. (S5T-02245) 
 
Answers to all of the above questions can be found in the Official Report of 
proceedings here. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02243
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02247
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02245
http://parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12684&i=114738
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Written questions lodged on 09 June 2020 
(Expected Answer Date: 23 June 2020) 

S5W-29711 David Stewart: To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
considers there is adequate staffing and resourcing of the Care Inspectorate 
for rigorous inspection and enforcement purposes in every part of Scotland. 
S5W-29743 Andy Wightman: To ask the Scottish Government what action it 
took to implement the recommendations of Exercise Cygnus on the UK's 
pandemic response, including the (a) preparation of a methodology for 
assessing social care capacity and surge capacity, (b) management of excess 
deaths in the community, (c) mapping of capacity of third sector organisations 
and developing a strategy for national direction of voluntary resources during 
a pandemic. 
S5W-29749 Andy Wightman: To ask the Scottish Government when it last 
tested its local response arrangements as identified by the report on Exercise 
Cygnus (page 7, Key Learning 1) on the UK's pandemic response. 
S5W-29760 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government which tourist 
attractions it considers will not be allowed to reopen at phase 3 of its COVID-
19 route map. 
S5W-29761 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions 
it has had place with (a) the Association of Scotland’s Self-Caterers, (b) the 
Scottish Tourism Alliance and (c) holiday and caravan park representatives 
regarding when it will be safe to restart businesses. 
S5W-29762 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government what 
consideration it has given to a phased approach to reopening accommodation 
providers. 
S5W-29763 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
distinguishes between accommodation providers that have shared facilities 
and those that do not in terms of its COVID-19 route map, and, if so, whether 
they will be considered at different phases. 
S5W-29764 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government what 
consideration it has given to a zonal approach to accommodation providers in 
regard to businesses reopening. 
S5W-29765 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government what the 
"resumption of professional sport in line with public health advice" in its 
COVID-19 route map means for (a) training, (b) competition and (c) non-
participants, including fans and observers. 
S5W-29766 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government what restrictions 
will be put in place at phase 3 of its COVID-19 route map in respect of "live 
events permitted with restricted numbers and physical distancing restrictions". 
S5W-29767 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government what guidance it 
will provide to businesses and tourist attractions that are allowed to reopen at 
phase 3 of its COVID-19 route map. 
S5W-29770 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-28949 by Jeane Freeman on 8 June 2020, what 
scientific advice it was given prior to 1 February 2020 specifically regarding 
testing for COVID-19, and for what reason it did not provide this specific 
information in its answer. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29711
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29743
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29749
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29760
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29761
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29762
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29763
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29764
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29765
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29766
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29767
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29770
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S5W-29771 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
will introduce local COVID-19 lockdowns in areas where it believes that the R 
rate might go above 1. 
S5W-29772 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what modelling it 
has undertaken of what impact schools reopening in August 2020 might have 
on the R rate. 
S5W-29773 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
publish the COVID-19 R rate on a regional basis. 
S5W-29774 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether the R 
rate has increased during phase 1 of the route map out of the COVID-
19 lockdown. 
S5W-29775 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment it has made of the different phases of the route map out of the 
COVID-19 lockdown and the impact each might have on the R rate. 
S5W-29776 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
people who have tested positive for COVID-19 have the contact tracers been 
in touch with so far, and how many of their contacts have the tracers 
subsequently alerted. 
S5W-29777 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason 
all care home staff have not yet been tested for COVID-19. 
S5W-29778 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government for what 
reason it has not provided guidance and resources to local authorities to 
ensure that all care home staff are tested for COVID-19. 
S5W-29779 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether it plans 
to roll out COVID-19 antibody testing more widely, and when will these tests 
will be made available by the NHS to the general public. 
S5W-29780 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what steps it is 
taking to ensure that there will be no shortage of (a) COVID-19 tests and (b) 
PPE if there is a second wave of the virus. 
S5W-29781 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the 
COVID-19 outbreak, for what reason local authorities are reportedly 
continuing to hire agency staff to work in different care homes. 
S5W-29782 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how many care 
home residents have received COVID-19 tests since it announced the 
expansion of testing, whether they are symptomatic or not. 
S5W-29783 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
confirmed or presumed COVID-19 deaths that have occurred in the home 
were (a) people who lived alone, (b) people who died alone, (c) referred to the 
Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service and (d) subject to a post-mortem 
or toxicological investigation. 
S5W-29784 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what specific 
actions it is taking to minimise the long-term impacts of COVID-19 and 
lockdown on the mental health and wellbeing of children and young people. 
S5W-29785 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government whether 
people who are recovering from COVID-19 have (a) been given information 
on trauma and PTSD and (b) rapid access to psychological support if needed. 
S5W-29786 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
plans to ease lockdown restrictions to allow children to play with other children 
from a different household. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29771
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29772
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29773
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29774
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29775
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29776
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29777
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29778
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29779
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29780
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29781
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29782
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29783
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29784
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29785
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29786
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S5W-29788 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
publish the advice it has been given in relation to the effects of shielding on 
mental health and wellbeing. 
S5W-29790 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what its 
response is to the research paper, Rapid Systematic Review: The Impact of 
Social Isolation and Loneliness on the Mental Health of Children and 
Adolescents in the Context of COVID-19, which was published in the Journal 
of the American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, including the 
paper's finding that children who have experienced long periods of loneliness 
are three times more likely to suffer from depression in future, in light of its 
own responsibilities for the mental health of young people. 
S5W-29791 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what its 
response is to a study by the University of Oxford, Oxford ARC Study, 
Achieving Resilience During COVID-19, Psychosocial Risk and Protective 
Factors Amidst a Pandemic in Adolescents, in which more than one-third of 
13- to 18-year-olds reported high levels of loneliness, in light of its own 
responsibilities in relation to the mental health of young people. 
S5W-29795 Edward Mountain: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
pupils with additional support needs (ASN) pupils have not had daily access 
to an ASN teacher during the COVID-19 lockdown, broken down by local 
authority.  
S5W-29796 Edward Mountain: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
educational key worker hubs have not had a daily additional support 
needs' teacher present during the COVID-19 lockdown, broken down by local 
authority.  
S5W-29797 Edward Mountain: To ask the Scottish Government what 
guidance the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport has given to NHS 
boards regarding the roadmap to recovery from the COVID-19 outbreak, and 
when the cabinet secretary will review each board's roadmap. 
S5W-29802 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government 
whether members of the merchant navy returning from oversees are expected 
to undertake a 14-day isolation period. 
S5W-29804 Alasdair Allan: To ask the Scottish Government when the 
guidance issued to CalMac regarding permitted travel to and from the islands 
during the COVID-19 outbreak will be updated. 
S5W-29805 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-28179 by Clare Haughey on 8 June 2020, whether it 
will provide the information that was requested regarding the number of 
ventilators ordered. 
S5W-29806 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what steps it 
is taking to provide adequate supplies of (a) PPE and (b) hand sanitising 
products to carers of people with poor mental health. 
S5W-29807 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government what plans 
are in place to protect cancer treatment capacity, in terms of (a) infrastructure 
and (b) staff, in the event of a second surge of COVID cases. 
S5W-29808 Liam Kerr: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason the 
Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service guidance of 30 March 2020 has 
not been amended to explicitly rule out the release from custody of people 
arrested for coughing or spitting on police officers during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
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S5W-29809 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment it has made of potential inequalities in access to treatment if 
treatment, in particular, surgery, is increasingly being delivered on a limited 
number of COVID-19-free sites, and how it plans to mitigate any such 
inequalities. 
S5W-29810 Stuart McMillan: To ask the Scottish Government whether 
people contacted through the Test and Protect programme will be informed of 
the location or suspected type of interaction that may have led them to come 
into contact with a person who has tested positive for COVID-19, particularly 
when the positive COVID-19 case has asked to remain anonymous through 
the tracing process. 
S5W-29811 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government what steps are 
being taken to ensure coordination across NHS board areas for setting up 
COVID-19-protected sites for cancer diagnostic and treatment services in 
hospitals. 
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to 
COVID-19, answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily 
written answer reports, which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by 
keyword, MSP asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by 
date and other filters, through the advanced search function on the 
Parliament’s website here. 
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