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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Monday 8 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 8 June can be found on page 55 of this 
document. 
 
There were no oral questions on 8 June.  
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 8 June) 
 

 
Government Initiated Questions 

 
Bob Doris (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish National Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government by what date the second annual progress 
report on child poverty will be published. 
 

S5W-29680 
 

Aileen Campbell: Due to the unprecedented impact of Coronavirus we have 
made the difficult decision to delay preparation and publication of the 2019-20 
Progress Report on Child Poverty, which was required by end June 2020. 
 
This has allowed officials to focus efforts on protecting communities from the 
impacts of the virus in line with the powers provided by the Coronavirus 
(Scotland) Act 2020. 
 
We will consult with the Poverty and Inequality Commission in relation to 
progress made and the further progress required, ensuring they have the time 
they need to consider this request. 
 
Tackling child poverty remains an absolute priority and we are committed to 
publishing the report as soon as reasonably practicable in the circumstances.  
 
 
Emma Harper (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government when it will provide an update on the advice given to 
people who are shielding. 
 

S5W-29719 
 

Jeane Freeman: People who are on the shielding list have been sent a letter 
today confirming that the shielding period will continue until at least the end of 
July and that support which is in place will remain in place for at least that 
period. The letter contains updated advice to enable outdoor exercise 
provided strict physical distancing is followed. This advice is in place from 18 
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June, subject to infection rates in Scotland remaining at a sufficiently low 
level. The updated advice, along with the future steps on shielding are 
available here: https://www.gov.scot/isbn/9781839608100 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 
 
Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what discussions it has had with the British Association of 
Removers regarding its document, Coronavirus (COVID-19): guidance on 
moving home. 
 

S5W-29487 
 

Kevin Stewart: The Scottish Government had to engage very quickly with 
stakeholders to prepare the Coronavirus (COVID-19): guidance on moving 
home, published on 31 March 2020. The British Association of Removers 
were not directly involved. However, we are working with a wide range of 
stakeholders through our Home Moves in Scotland Working Group, including 
the British Association of Removers, to prepare for the anticipated relaxation 
of restrictions on home moves in phase 2 of Scotland’s route map through 
and out of the crisis. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will provide a list of central contact numbers for 
people returning to work who have questions about issues related to the 
COVID-19 outbreak, such as health, safety and the furlough scheme, to 
ensure that they receive consistent reliable advice. 
 

S5W-29415 
 

Jamie Hepburn: The Scottish Government has a webpage which provides 
comprehensive advice on Coronavirus in Scotland, including signposting to 
health, safety and UK Government advice which includes further information 
on the furlough scheme. The website was updated on 29 May to include a 
section specifically for workers and employers to direct them to existing 
Scottish Government guidance, to ensure they are aware of the current 
guidance regarding returning to work. The web page can be accessed at 
https://www.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/. 
 
In addition to our new webpage, we are supporting Healthy Working Lives 
(part of Public Health Scotland) to further develop their web based support for 
employers and employees seeking advice relating to COVID-19. Further 
information can be found at https://covid19.healthyworkinglives.scot/. We are 
also supporting Scottish Hazards to allow them to continue to provide a 

https://www.gov.scot/isbn/9781839608100
https://www.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://covid19.healthyworkinglives.scot/
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telephone advice line for workers seeking workplace health and safety advice. 
Scottish Hazards can be contacted on 0800 0015 022. 
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
guidance was issued to local authorities on the allocation of funding to 
sporting businesses from the Creative or Tourism and Hospitality Enterprises 
Hardship Fund. 
 

S5W-29220 
 

Fiona Hyslop: The Creative, Tourism and Hospitality Enterprises Hardship 
Fund (CTHEHF) provides support for small creative, tourism and hospitality 
companies who have experienced at least 50% loss of current or projected 
revenue as a result of COVID-19 and are experiencing hardship. Due to 
significant demand we have increased the fund from £20m to £30m. The fund 
is administered by our enterprise agencies, which are currently progressing 
applications. The fund is now closed.  
 
Each enterprise agency administers the fund in its respective area so no 
guidance was issued to Local Authorities. 
 
Prior to launch of CTHEHF, the Scottish Government provided guidance on 
the purpose and eligibility criteria to the enterprise agencies. This covered, for 
instance, which sectors were included within the fund rather than detailed 
guidance on allocating funding to sporting businesses. Each application is 
assessed by trained assessors with awards made based on need. 
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
guidance was issued to local authorities on the allocation of funding to 
sporting businesses from the Creative or Tourism and Hospitality Enterprises 
Hardship Fund. 
 

S5W-29220 
 

Fiona Hyslop: The Creative, Tourism and Hospitality Enterprises Hardship 
Fund (CTHEHF) provides support for small creative, tourism and hospitality 
companies who have experienced at least 50% loss of current or projected 
revenue as a result of COVID-19 and are experiencing hardship. Due to 
significant demand we have increased the fund from £20m to £30m. The fund 
is administered by our enterprise agencies, which are currently progressing 
applications. The fund is now closed.  
 
Each enterprise agency administers the fund in its respective area so no 
guidance was issued to Local Authorities. 
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Prior to launch of CTHEHF, the Scottish Government provided guidance on 
the purpose and eligibility criteria to the enterprise agencies. This covered, for 
instance, which sectors were included within the fund rather than detailed 
guidance on allocating funding to sporting businesses. Each application is 
assessed by trained assessors with awards made based on need. 
 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish its plans to 
facilitate safe shopping across high streets, town centres and other retail 
locations in response to the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-29466 
 

Jamie Hepburn: The Scottish Government published retail sectoral guidance 
on 26 May, which can be accessed at 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-retail-sector-
guidance/pages/overview/. 
 
We have worked with employers and trade unions to ensure that this 
guidance is evidence-based, fair and ethical, clear and realistic.  
 
Our guidance has been designed to be applied to cover the spectrum of 
different retailers in Scotland. Each business will need to translate the 
guidance into the specific actions it needs to take depending on the nature of 
their business. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what (a) monitoring and (b) analysis has been undertaken by (a) 
it and (b) its agencies and partners regarding the comparative effect on 
learning and attainment during the COVID-19 lockdown between school 
pupils who have had access to computers and online learning and those 
without. 
 

S5W-29419 
 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government has, on a daily basis, been 
monitoring the number of settings/schools/hubs that are open for children and 
young people of keyworkers and/or vulnerable, and how many children and 
young people have been attending these since schools closed. 
 
Research and survey activity is also being undertaken by a range of external 
stakeholders (such as academic institutions, private and voluntary 
organisations, etc.) which cover the UK as a whole, but some which only 
focusses on Scotland. These studies gather evidence directly from children 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-retail-sector-guidance/pages/overview/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-retail-sector-guidance/pages/overview/
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and young people, in light of the current covid-19 situation, with regards to 
their thoughts, feelings and experiences during this period (including the 
impact of school closures and home schooling), and contributes to the 
evidence base on which the Scottish Government draws to inform and 
monitor the impact the current situation is having on the lives of children and 
young people. 
 
 

Ministerial Portfolio: Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform  
 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what additional borrowing it has provided to Scottish Water to 
address the impact of the COVID-19 emergency since the lockdown began. 
 

S5W-29424 
 

Roseanna Cunningham: The impacts of COVID-19 on Scottish Water are 
being closely monitored. As set out in its budget the Scottish Government will 
lend Scottish Water £215 million during 2020-21. Scottish Water has made no 
request for additional borrowing in light of the pandemic. 
 

 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether any of the additional finance provided to it by the UK 
Government in response to the COVID-19 emergency will be used to support 
the impacts of the outbreak on Scottish Water and its customers, or whether 
the customers will be expected to meet any additional costs. 
 

S5W-29427 
 

Roseanna Cunningham: Scottish Water has made no request for additional 
borrowing. Scottish Ministers will continue to monitor the impacts of COVID-
19 on Scottish Water and its customers. 
 

 
Claudia Beamish (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how much CO2 savings it estimates will be made in the current 
parliamentary session as a consequence of its energy efficiency measures. 
 

S5W-29269 
 

Roseanna Cunningham: While our response to COVID-19 is far from over, 
our response to global warming and climate change continues. The Scottish 
Government remains absolutely committed to our world-leading climate 
change targets. These include a 75% reduction in our national emissions by 
2030 (relative to a 1990 baseline), and net zero emissions by 2045.  
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The Climate Change Plan published in 2018 sets out policies for emissions 
reduction across all sectors of the economy – including the role of the Energy 
Efficient Scotland programme in reducing emissions from buildings. The 
indicative emissions envelopes in the Plan show a reduction of 4% in green 
house gas emissions from buildings over the period 2018 to 2021, but it 
should be noted that this figure; i) only covers part of the current 
parliamentary session and builds from strong progress to date, with emissions 
from the sector down 14% between 1990 to 2017, and ii) includes policy 
interventions other than energy efficiency measures.  
 
The SG is currently in the process of recasting the 2018 Climate Change Plan 
to meet the increased targets from the 2019 Climate Change Act – including 
for a 57.9% reduction in cross-economy emissions by 2021, relative to the 
1990 baseline - as part of a “green recovery” from COVID-19.  
 
The SG continues to reduce emissions from its own estate, including through 
energy efficiency interventions. At the end of 2019-20 the SG core estate had 
reduced its carbon emissions by at least 45% compared to the baseline year 
of 2009-10. This exceeds the Carbon Management Plan target of a 30% 
reduction by 2020.  
 
 
Claudia Beamish (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will provide an update on its discussions with local 
authorities regarding the reopening of recycling centres as a means of 
addressing issues relating to fly tipping across Scotland, particularly in rural 
areas and on farmland. 
 

S5W-29086 
 

Roseanna Cunningham: On 27 May we published guidance, jointly 
developed with COSLA, on reopening and operating HWRCs. On 1 June, 
Local Authorities reopened over three-quarters of household waste recycling 
centres across Scotland, with services available in every Local Authority area. 
 
We will consider what more can be done to address issues relating to 
flytipping, working with CoSLA, SEPA and Zero Waste Scotland. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To as the Scottish Government 
what its position is on deep cleaning as a strategy to tackle COVID-19. 
 

S5W-29412 
 

Jeane Freeman: We have a good understanding of the transmission of COVID-
19 but this continues to evolve as new evidence becomes available. 
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Transmission is through two main routes: droplet and contact. Airborne 
transmission may also occur in certain circumstances, for example during 
aerosol generating procedures (AGPs). 
 
The latest evidence suggests surface contacts are likely to be the most 
significant transmission route. 
 
It also suggests that the virus lasts on surfaces at a level that may pose risk of 
transmission for 48 hours, while it is unlikely to exist within the air after 30 
minutes 
 
Hence environmental decontamination (cleaning and disinfection) is an 
important mitigating action to contain the spread of COVID-19. If you are 
cleaning after a known or suspected case of COVID-19 then refer to the 
guidance on cleaning in non-healthcare settings.  
 
However, decontamination needs to be done alongside other measures such 
as physical distancing, frequent hand washing, wearing face coverings in 
enclosed spaces and on public transport, and cough etiquette; as well as, 
where it is deemed appropriate, wearing PPE. 
 
 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government when urgent cancer operations and treatment that were 
cancelled or postponed due to the COVID-19 pandemic will resume, and 
when cancer screening programmes will recommence in (a) Lothian and (b) 
across Scotland. 
 

S5W-29413 
 

Jeane Freeman: The majority of cancer treatments have continued through 
the pandemic including by using private sector capacity in Scotland is to 
support urgent cancer surgery. Some cancer treatment plans have been 
altered to minimise patients’ individual risk of COVID-19. On 2 June we 
published a framework to ensure that cancer surgery is prioritised consistently 
across Scotland and patients in the most urgent need are prioritised 
appropriately. We have made clear to boards our expectation of cancer 
treatment being a priority through the recovery period and this framework will 
support this across all health boards, including NHS Lothian. 
 
The Scottish Government advised Parliament on 30 March that the pause to 
the breast, bowel and cervical screening programmes is temporary and would 
be reviewed after 12 weeks, or earlier if indicated by the evidence. Each 
screening programme has a programme board which is meeting virtually 
during this time to urgently commence planning for the restarting of screening. 
 

https://hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-guidance-for-non-healthcare-settings/
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We continue to advise the public that it is important for those in between 
screening appointments or awaiting a rescheduled appointment to be aware 
of any symptoms or signs of the conditions screened for. More information is 
available at http://www.nhsinform.scot/screening. Anyone experiencing these 
symptoms should contact their GP practice immediately. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): 
To ask the Scottish Government for what reason hospital dormitory wards are 
not referred to in the COVID-19 infection control guidelines. 
 

S5W-29448 
 

Jeane Freeman: Health Protection Scotland (HPS) has detailed infection 
prevention and control guidance for COVID-19 for a wide range of healthcare 
settings. Guidance for hospital dormitory wards can be found within the Novel 
coronavirus (COVID-19) Guidance for primary care and secondary care 
documents: 
 
https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-guidance-for-
primary-care/ 
 
https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-guidance-for-
secondary-care/ 
 
Additionally, all health and social care workers should follow infection 
prevention and control measures set out in the National Infection Prevention 
and Control Manual: 
 
http://www.nipcm.scot.nhs.uk/ 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether the NHS Louisa Jordan will be used as 
part of the phased reopening of NHS services and, if so, on what date it will 
be made operational for such services. 
 

S5W-29459 
 

Jeane Freeman: The NHS Louisa Jordan will provide extra capacity as part 
of NHS Scotland’s response to COVID-19. It will initially create capacity for 
300 extra hospital beds, with the ability to expand to over 1,000, if required. 
Although NHS Louisa Jordan will have ICU provision, our intention is to 
continue to provide critical care within the existing NHS Scotland estate, 
where possible. All health boards have been undertaking extensive work 
across Scotland to maximise the capacity available to manage expected rise 
in demand due to COVID-19 and this includes supporting patients who have 
conditions that are not related to COVID-19. This work is expected to provide 

http://www.nhsinform.scot/screening
https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-guidance-for-primary-care/
https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-guidance-for-primary-care/
https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-guidance-for-secondary-care/
https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-guidance-for-secondary-care/
http://www.nipcm.scot.nhs.uk/
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sufficient treatment capacity to meet the rise in demand at this point. The 
NHS Louisa Jordan will remain an important part of our COVID-19 response 
and provides reassurance that we have measures in place to help treat 
people during this crisis. We are considering how the NHS Louisa Jordan 
bests contributes to that response in the future. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow ) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government who is being tested for COVID-19. 
 

S5W-28032 
 

Jeane Freeman: In order to make best use of available testing capacity we 
identified three priorities for testing: to direct our testing capacity effectively to 
save lives and protect the vulnerable; to ensure that critical staff can return to 
work as soon as possible and to monitor and report on the spread and 
prevalence of the virus in the population and the impact of public health 
measures. 
 
As our testing capacity increased we expanded eligibility for testing from 
patients to key workers and beyond, and from 18 May everyone age 5 or over 
with symptoms could access testing. Additional testing is underway in care 
homes for both residents and staff. From 28 May we have moved to Test and 
Protect and anyone with symptoms should seek a test as soon as possible 
and self isolate. 
 
 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government what the timeline is for increasing the capacity of both 
the existing COVID-19 test and the antibody test. 
 

S5W-28122 
 

Jeane Freeman: The target to have a total testing capacity of 15,000 by the 
end of May has been achieved. There is active weekday NHS lab capacity for 
over 6,500 tests a day (and weekend capacity of 5,350 tests a day). In 
addition, there is currently capacity for 10,000 tests a day from the Glasgow 
Lighthouse Laboratory, which analyses samples taken from regional testing 
centres, mobile testing units and community testing. The combination of the 
NHS and Lighthouse Lab capacity provides overall normal weekday capacity 
of over 16,500. 
 
Health Protection Scotland (HPS) are assessing a number of antibody tests in 
order to identify which will work best in Scotland. HPS, supported by the 
Inverness reference laboratory, commenced antibody prevalence testing on 6 
May as part of enhanced surveillance testing and good progress is being 
made. 
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Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what plans it has to (a) roll out and (b) increase the capacity to carry out 
contact testing for COVID-19. 
 

S5W-28183 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Coronavirus (COVID-19): test, trace, isolate, support 
strategy was published on 4 May 2020 and sets out plans to help disrupt 
community transmission of the virus. The strategy is available here: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-test-trace-isolate-
support/ 
 
 
Alex Rowley (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government, in light of Scotland's established life sciences sector, for 
what reason it is not making greater use of the expertise in university and 
research institute labs throughout the country to increase the testing capacity 
for COVID-19. 
 

S5W-28407 
 

Jeane Freeman: Academic partnerships have already been set up with 
laboratories at the University of Edinburgh and the University of Aberdeen 
and two further academic partnerships are expected to go live in June. 
Additional capacity is provided by the Scottish National Blood Transfusion 
Service. 
 
The University of Glasgow hosts one of three Lighthouse Labs established 
across the UK to analyse samples taken from regional testing centres, which 
are part of the UK Expanded Testing programme.  
 
National Services Scotland is assessing offers of laboratory space from 
various sectors in Scotland. This requires ensuring the testing is done in a 
way that is safe and meets high quality standards for confidence in the results 
and complies with due diligence. National Services Scotland are working with 
Enterprise Scotland to engage with private laboratories that have offered 
assistance. 
 
 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether the COVID-19 testing procedures will include a 
random sample of the general public in order to provide a more representative 
figure of prevalence. 
 

S5W-29336 
Jeane Freeman: Through the work of the Health Protection Scotland 
surveillance team, a range of random samples from the general public are 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-test-trace-isolate-support/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-test-trace-isolate-support/
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being collected to inform our understanding of the prevalence of Covid-19. 
This testing is for surveillance purposes. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether contact tracing formed any part of previous 
pandemic planning reports and, if so, which. 
 

S5W-29351 
 

Jeane Freeman: The use of contact tracing in a pandemic situation is 
addressed in the UK Influenza Pandemic Preparedness Strategy 2011: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/
attachment_data/file/213717/dh_131040.pdf 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many outbreaks of COVID-19 it has 
reported to other UK Home Nations, and on what dates. 
 

S5W-29401 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government provides daily information on a 
range of COVID-19 measures to the UK Department of Health and Social 
Care and to the Civil Contingencies Secretariat in the Cabinet Office to co-
ordinate, inform and report on the COVID-19 position across the UK. 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether any plans for the centralisation of health services in 
NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde will continue, in light of recent statistics that 
have shown the disproportionate impact of COVID-19 on communities in the 
west of Scotland. 
 

S5W-29261 
 

Jeane Freeman: Whilst the NHS remains on an emergency footing, we 
continue to work closely with all NHS Boards, including NHS Greater Glasgow 
and Clyde, to ensure that their local mobilisation plans remain as robust as 
possible; and consistent with the Scottish Government’s ‘Re-mobilise, 
Recover, Re-design: The Framework for NHS Scotland’, published on 31 
May.  
 
Longer term work on the future of health and social care services will be taken 
forward under the Government's Renewal programme. A key part of this 
programme will be to meaningfully engage with the public and our workforce 
to establish what a safe, sustainable, high quality health and social care 
system will look like in the future, rooted in individual and staff wellbeing. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/213717/dh_131040.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/213717/dh_131040.pdf
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Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what plans are in place to ensure that the NHS can cope with a 
possible second wave of COVID-19 in Winter 2020, when services may 
already be under strain. 
 

S5W-29262 
 

Jeane Freeman: We are working with NHS Boards on the development and 
implementation of robust mobilisation plans. These plans set out how Health 
Boards and their partners will maintain COVID-19 resilience, whilst safely and 
incrementally resuming services which have been paused and ensuring 
sufficient capacity to accommodate the expected increase in activity in those 
urgent areas that were protected as part of the emergency response. A key 
part of this work is to assess what plans need to be put in place for winter. 
Consideration of the local plans will be informed by Re-mobilise, Recover, Re-
design: The Framework for NHS Scotland, which was published on 31 May.  
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what health and safety risk assessments were carried out in 
relation to the Scotland v France rugby match on 8 March 2020, in light of the 
COVID-19 outbreak at the Nike conference in Edinburgh on 26-27 February. 
 

S5W-29265 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: Scottish Rugby, supported by the Scottish Government, 
undertook a comprehensive health and safety risk assessment which took 
into account the wellbeing of staff, spectators, stewards and hospitality staff 
who were in the Murrayfield complex before, during and after the match 
against France. 
 
Following the assessment, Scottish Rugby implemented a number of 
measures, overseen by their Threat Management Group. This included 
cancelling conferences/events which were booked into the Stadium in the 
week leading up to the game, stopping all non-essential transport in and out 
of the complex, employing extra staff to assist spectators with hygiene, 
purchasing hand sanitisers and making them available to all in the ground. 
Scottish Rugby also assisted with the Chief Medical Officer making a hand 
washing video which was broadcast on the large screens. Scottish Rugby 
also produced signage and social media content to promote the Scottish 
Government’s public health and hygiene messages. 
 
On match day, Scottish Rugby posted medical staff on entry points into the 
ground to be able to speak to spectators on arrival. They also set up a 
quarantine zone where spectators could go and seek medical advice should 
they feel unwell on arrival or throughout their time in the Stadium Complex. 
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These actions were also rolled out in other stadiums which hosted other 
Scotland matches, Scotstoun and Netherdale. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S5W-28382 by Jeane Freeman on 20 May 
2020, whether it will publish the correspondence from the Chief Medical 
Officer on 26 March 2020 to those people considered most at risk from 
COVID-19. 
 

S5W-29267 
 

Jeane Freeman: The letter from the Chief Medical Officer to those people 
considered most at risk from COVID-19 is published as part of an update to 
GPs and can be found at the following link  
https://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/cmo/DC20200413Shielding.pdf 
 
 
Jeremy Balfour (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether there is adequate provision of medical 
tubes, feeding tubes and oxygen being made available to people with 
muscular disabilities who are being cared for in their own homes during the 
COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-29268 
 

Jeane Freeman: NHS National Procurement Scotland manage the supply of 
these provisions on behalf of NHS Scotland and they have national 
framework agreements in place for the provision of medical tubes, feeding 
tubes and oxygen which covers the supply into both hospitals and community 
settings. 
 
While NHS National Procurement do not have access to specific patient 
details, they have close working relationships with the four main suppliers of 
these products and they have been clear that there have been no recent 
supply issues with home deliveries. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its response it to reports that integrated joint boards face 
emergency budget pressures due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-29276 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government is undertaking a detailed review 
of COVID-19 budget pressures across health and social care, and as part of 

https://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/cmo/DC20200413Shielding.pdf
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this we will ensure that Integration Authorities have the resources that they 
need. 
 
The Scottish Government has made available £50 million as an initial tranche 
of funding for Integration Authorities to meet immediate pressures, and has 
provided reassurance that further funding will be provided.  
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will provide an update on its position on publishing the 
scientific advice it has received that was used as the basis for its decisions on 
the COVID-19 response since the beginning of the outbreak. 
 

S5W-29279 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government receives scientific advice from the 
Scottish Government COVID19 Advisory Group. Information about the group, 
including membership and notes of the discussions which have taken place, 
is available here:https://www.gov.scot/groups/scottish-government-covid-19-
advisory-group/ .   
 
The Scottish Government is committed to being as transparent as possible 
and will begin to publish evidence documents produced by group members 
for discussion shortly. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what assessment it has made of the financial impact on 
integration joint boards of the COVID-19 outbreak, and whether it has any 
plans to review their funding. 
 

S5W-29278 
 

Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-29276 on  
8 June 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it plans to introduce so-called smarter shielding 
and, if so, how information regarding this will be communicated to the 
people affected. 
 

S5W-29489 
 

https://www.gov.scot/groups/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group/
https://www.gov.scot/groups/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group/
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Jeane Freeman: We understand that ‘smarter shielding’ is a term referred to 
in the UK Government’s Our Plan to Rebuild: The UK Government’s COVID-
19 recovery strategy. 
 
We have today updated the advice to shielded people, along with setting out 
the future steps on shielding. This can be found here: 
https://www.gov.scot/isbn/9781839608100 
 
People who are on the shielding list have been sent a letter today confirming 
that the shielding period will continue until at least the end of July and that 
support which is in place will remain in place for at least that period. The letter 
contains updated advice to enable outdoor exercise provided strict physical 
distancing is followed. This advice is in place from 18 June, subject to 
infection rates in Scotland remaining at a sufficiently low level. 
 
If the evidence supports it we will make further changes to advice before 31 
July – beyond the changes we are signalling now on outdoor exercise. We 
want to gradually provide advice on how people who are shielding can 
increase their freedoms, as we have done for those who are not shielding with 
the Routemap. We are continually monitoring the virus and as soon as we 
think it is safe for the advice to change, we will do so. 
 
We are also working to make sure that the extension of shielding to the end of 
July marks a transition to a new approach that enables those who are 
shielding to make choices about how to protect themselves, linked closely to 
controlling the virus through the route map and Test and Protect. In the 
course of the summer, once the evidence base has been developed, we will: 
 

• Provide people with updated clinical evidence about their conditions and 
what that means for their risk from Covid, 

• Help those shielding understand the changing levels of infection in the 
community and how to reduce the chance of catching the virus 

• Provide that information in a way that is accessible, understandable and 
helpful, 

• Give people who are shielding access to support that can help them 
make informed choices about their lives, 

• Support people shielding to put their choices into practice. 
 
This approach is dependent on us understanding as much as possible about 
the chances of people shielding catching the virus and the risk to them if they 
do. The evidence to support this is growing but we need to be sure it is robust 
enough before we start using it to change our approach. There is coordinated 
work being carried out across the four nations to gather this evidence and we 
hope that we will start to see the benefits of that over the course of the 
summer.  
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/isbn/9781839608100


16 
 
 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many care homes for groups other than older people or 
people with dementia have had notifiable outbreaks of COVID-19. 
 

S5W-29240 
 

Jeane Freeman: All care homes in Scotland are registered with the Care 
Inspectorate and these providers are required to notify the Care Inspectorate 
of a suspected or known outbreak of infection. This includes each individual 
case of COVID-19. The Care Inspectorate shares data on outbreak and 
deaths notification with Scottish Government daily. There are currently 1082 
care homes in Scotland, of which 267 are classified as catering for vulnerable 
adults who are neither elderly nor have dementia. Of those, 75 care homes 
have notified the Care Inspectorate that there have been COVID-19 
outbreaks on their premises.  
 
That information is broken down as follows:  
 
Care Home subtypes registered with the Care Inspectorate: 

 
* source – Scottish Government 
** source – Care Inspectorate 
 
Note:  

• This data is cumulative and not all of the care homes will still have an 
active case. 

• The number of care homes with suspected cases using the Care 
Inspectorate definition may be higher than figures held locally. 

 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government when dental surgeries may begin to reopen for routine 
appointments and treatments. 
 

S5W-29259 
 

No. Type Total No. of Adult 
Care Homes* 

No. of Adult Care Homes 
notifying at least one 

C-19 Case** 

1 Learning Disabilities  156 30 

2 Mental Health 
Problems 

53 18 

3 Physical Sensory 
Impairment 

35 19 

4 Other 23 8 
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Joe FitzPatrick: On 2 June 2020 the Cabinet Secretary for Health & Sport 
made a statement to the Scottish Parliament concerning the on-going delivery 
of NHS services as part of the Scottish Government’s response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. In this statement she indicated that work is being 
undertaken with dental teams to prepare for a phased introduction of dental 
services over the course of this month. 
 
The Chief Dental Officer for Scotland wrote to all dental contractors providing 
NHS dental services on 20 May with details of the remobilisation plan which is 
now to be implemented as circumstances permit.  
 
Remobilisation of NHS dental practices is an extremely complex process. We 
need to be mindful of the oral health needs of patients balanced against the 
wider situation with COVID-19, and the essential requirement that we reduce 
the risk of community transmission and protect both patients and dental 
teams. When making the decision on reopening dental practices in Scotland 
we will take into consideration the added risk of aerosol generating 
procedures on COVID-19 transmission and the availability of appropriate 
PPE. 
 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government how its contact tracing web tool will be accessible to 
people (a) with all levels of digital literacy, (b) who are visually impaired and 
(c) whose first language is not English but another that is widely spoken in 
Scotland. 
 

S5W-29302 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government has a duty under the Equality Act 
2010 to consider the impact of its policies and has commissioned NHS 
National Services Scotland and Public Health Scotland to carry out an 
Equality impact Assessment to gauge any disproportionate impact of Test and 
Protect. The Scottish Government works with external stakeholders to 
understand people's different needs and experiences. We aim to put equality 
and human rights, at the heart of our work to ensure that we continue to 
protect the most 'at risk' groups in society with fairness and dignity, and that 
we leave no-one behind. The specifics of how different disadvantaged groups 
will be able to engage with specific online resources are still under 
development but telephone based contact tracing is now available across 
Scotland's health boards. 
 
 
George Adam (Paisley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it has requested any mutual aid for the supply of PPE 
during the COVID-19 pandemic from other UK administrations, and, if so, 
what items were supplied, and by what volume. 
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S5W-29363 
 

Clare Haughey: Thanks to the significant efforts of National Services 
Scotland in sourcing and procuring PPE items, Scotland has been able to 
maintain supplies and meet demand during the COVID-19 outbreak. We, 
therefore, have not requested any formal mutual aid support from other UK 
nations. 
 
 
George Adam (Paisley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it has fulfilled any requests from other UK 
administrations for mutual aid in the supply of PPE during the COVID-19 
pandemic, and, if so, what items were supplied, and by what volume. 
 

S5W-29362 
 

Clare Haughey: Coronavirus is a shared challenge and so it is critically 
important that the Scottish Government works closely with the other UK 
nations to slow its spread and boost our capacity to respond.  
 
This has resulted in consideration of a number of mutual aid requests for PPE 
items.  
 
11 million pieces of PPE have been authorised for use in the frontline in 
Scotland under the 4 Nations Agreement.  
 
On 20 April we agreed to provide 1 million Type 11R Masks to Wales.  
 
On 3 May we received a mutual aid request from England for eye protection 
items (of any volumes) which we were unable to provide due to low stock 
levels. 
 
On 12 May we agreed to provide 2 million Type 11R Masks to England. 
 
To note: The 1 million Type IIR masks issued to Wales - Wales returned 
1.2million Type IIR masks. The 2 million Type IIR Masks issued to England - 
these have not yet been returned. SG is arranging for re-supply with DHSC.  
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): 
To ask the Scottish Government how many people in hospital dormitory 
dementia wards have been (a) infected with and (b) died from COVID-19. 
 

S5W-29447 
 

Clare Haughey: Information is not gathered centrally about infections and 
deaths from COVID-19 in different layouts of hospital wards. Information is 
gathered by ward speciality.  
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Publicly available data on total cases by NHS Board and deaths is published 
daily by The Scottish Government here.  
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what plans are in place to support mental health in the event of a 
second wave of COVID-19. 
 

S5W-29540 
 

Clare Haughey: Our mental health policy response to the pandemic will 
remain fluid and adaptable and will be led emerging evidence as it becomes 
available. The Mental Health Research Advisory Group has been established 
to follow research developments to understand the medium and long term 
impacts of the Covid-19 pandemic on mental health and will help us to put 
evidence-based services and support in place to help meet the mental health 
needs of the population.  
 
During the Covid-19 pandemic, Scottish Government has introduced a 
number of new mental health supports and services, as well as extending 
existing services. Many of these will remain relevant and helpful in the event 
of a second wave of coronavirus.  
 
The “Clear Your Head” campaign will continue to help the population look 
after their own mental health and wellbeing during the Covid-19 outbreak and 
could be adapted to support people through a second wave.  
 
Support services including the NHS 24 Mental Health Hub, Breathing Space 
and Distress Brief Intervention Programme will remain available throughout 
the Covid-19 pandemic. NHS Mental Health services will also remain open 
and available for specialist mental health treatment for those who need it.  
 
We will also continue to provide mental health and wellbeing support to the 
health and social care workforce. 
 
 
Jeremy Balfour (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what advice it has given to NHS 
boards regarding the attendance of birthing partners in (a) labour, (b) 
antenatal and (c) postnatal wards during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-29155 
 

Jeane Freeman: In the interests of minimising risks during the COVID-19 
outbreak, it is the right thing to restrict numbers of people visiting hospitals to 
essential visits only. We know it is important that pregnant women can be 
supported during this important time by family members, and we understand 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-data-for-scotland/
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how difficult this position is, but it is crucial to minimise the physical 
interactions within the hospital setting. 
 
The Scottish Government has written to Health Boards outlining the principles 
for restricting visitors to birth partners being present to support women during 
both labour and birth. However, if partners have symptoms of COVID-19, they 
will not be allowed into the maternity suite. In this instance women are 
encouraged to consider identifying another person to support them during 
birth. The letter can be found at: 
http://www.healthliteracyplace.org.uk/resource-library/article/u/updated-
principles-for-restricting-visitors-to-patients-in-nhs-scotland-during-covid-19-
outbreak/. 
 
In order to minimise the risks, attendance of a partner during antenatal visits 
and following the birth when mum and baby are moved to a ward is not 
permitted at present, however this is being kept under review. 
 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how test, trace and isolate will work when an individual's 
contacts are identified in both Scotland and England if, for example, they live 
in one country but work in another. 
 

S5W-29156 
 

Jeane Freeman: There are well established communication mechanisms in 
place between the UK public health agencies to notify one another where a 
close contact of a case is identified as a resident in another country, in order 
that follow up investigations can be conducted by the public health agency 
where the contact is resident. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S5W-28698 by Jeane Freeman on 18 May 
2020, in which it confirmed that it does not hold information on the number of 
people who may have died after being discharged from hospital, whether it is 
able to obtain such information from other sources, and, if so, whether it will 
provide this information. 
 

S5W-29203 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government is working with Public Health 
Scotland (PHS) to produce data on the number of patients who have died 
after discharge. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the health secretary's comments in the Parliament on 20 May 2020 

http://www.healthliteracyplace.org.uk/resource-library/article/u/updated-principles-for-restricting-visitors-to-patients-in-nhs-scotland-during-covid-19-outbreak/
http://www.healthliteracyplace.org.uk/resource-library/article/u/updated-principles-for-restricting-visitors-to-patients-in-nhs-scotland-during-covid-19-outbreak/
http://www.healthliteracyplace.org.uk/resource-library/article/u/updated-principles-for-restricting-visitors-to-patients-in-nhs-scotland-during-covid-19-outbreak/
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(Official Report, c.4) that she did not have information relating to the deep 
cleaning of the Nike store in The Centre, Livingston in early March, but that "it 
is something that Health Protection Scotland’s (HPS) local contact tracing 
team would know and pursue", whether she, through HPS, will confirm the 
position. 
 

S5W-29207 
 

Jeane Freeman: I can confirm that Health Protection Scotland have advised 
that, further to a risk assessment, no deep clean was required for public 
health purposes. This is based on the time interval between detection of the 
case and their contact with the store exceeding 72 hours. This was in line with 
UK guidance on decontamination advice at the time.  
 
It is for the store/company to decide whether it will undertake a deep clean 
under these circumstances. 
 
To collect this data PHS will be required to bring together the discharge 
database with National Records for Scotland death records. Once linked, 
PHS will be required to check the data for robustness and accuracy. And 
once they are confident in the robustness and accuracy of the data we will 
ensure it is made publicly available.  
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S5W-28539 by Joe FitzPatrick 
on 13 May 2020, how much additional funding it has provided the Scottish 
Ambulance Service in response to the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-29209 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Ambulance Service has received additional 
funding of £9.8 million so far to support prioritisation of the Board’s response 
to Covid-19 and to meet initial costs incurred.  
 
The Scottish Government will continue its close engagement with all NHS 
Boards to ensure that they have the resources needed throughout this 
pandemic and to ensure that patient safety remains the top priority. 
 
 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government what information and data it holds on the use of do not 
resuscitate (DNR) notices in hospitals. 
 

S5W-29231 
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Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government does not centrally collect 
information or data relating to the use of Do Not Attempt Cardiovascular 
Resuscitation (DNACPR) forms in hospitals. 
 
As with all other clinical treatments, decisions about CPR should be based on 
the individual clinical circumstances and wishes of the patient and recorded 
appropriately. This is done in hard copy on a DNACPR form, the existence of 
which is then recorded on an individual’s Key Information Summary. Such 
information is only shared for the purposes of direct care and is therefore not 
centrally collected. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S5W-28544 by Joe FitzPatrick 
on 13 May 2020, how many care homes (a) were issued with an improvement 
notice, (b) had conditions applied to their registration and (c) had their 
registration cancelled by the Care Inspectorate between 1 January and 31 
December 2019. 
 

S5W-29210 
 

Jeane Freeman:  
 
(a) 10 care homes were issued with improvement notices under section 62 of 
the Public Services Reform (Scotland) Act 2010 in 2019. 
 
(b) No care homes had conditions applied to their registration in 2019. 
 
(c) 1 service had its registration cancelled by means of a section 65 
(Emergency cancellation) notice in 2019. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government what guidance will be issued to healthcare workers with 
severe asthma and other respiratory conditions in light of the COVID-19 
outbreak and when will this become available. 
 

S5W-29018 
 

Jeane Freeman: We have published endorsed guidance for NHSScotland 
staff and managers https://www.staffgovernance.scot.nhs.uk/coronavirus-
covid-19/guidance/ that includes advice on what you should do if you have a 
high-risk medical condition. This reflects the latest guidance on the NHS 
Inform website, which is regularly updated to reflect the latest scientific 
evidence: https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/infections-and-
poisoning/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-covid-19-physical-distancing. 
 

https://www.staffgovernance.scot.nhs.uk/coronavirus-covid-19/guidance/
https://www.staffgovernance.scot.nhs.uk/coronavirus-covid-19/guidance/
https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/infections-and-poisoning/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-covid-19-physical-distancing
https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/infections-and-poisoning/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-covid-19-physical-distancing
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The Chief Medical Officer’s Clinical Cell has also produced additional 
guidance for health and social care staff which adds further detail on some of 
these conditions, including severe asthma. It is currently under review by the 
Clinical Cell. https://www.staffgovernance.scot.nhs.uk/coronavirus-covid-
19/other/ 
 
Those with severe asthma, as defined within the guidance, should be asked 
to work from home if possible, on the basis that individual circumstances 
should always be considered on a case by case basis. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether care homes are notified of people who are discharged 
from hospital into their care who have tested positive for COVID-19. 
 

S5W-29040 
 

Jeane Freeman: Our guidance states that patients discharged to a care 
homes must have two negative tests before discharge. The discharging 
hospital should liaise with the care home to ensure a risk assessment is 
undertaken prior to discharge and that the home is able to provide the care 
required. Where testing is not possible (e.g. patient doesn’t consent or it 
would cause distress) and if discharged to care home within the 14-day 
isolation period then there must be an agreed care plan for the remaining 
period of isolation up to 14 days. For example there should be a suitable 
physical space and staff available for the delivery of care and support to a 
resident who is isolated for a period of time to support their safety and 
wellbeing.  
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether every person discharged from hospital to a residential 
care setting is tested twice for COVID-19 and is only transferred if both tests 
are negative, and whether the care home is advised. 
 

S5W-29041 
 

Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-29040 on  
8 June 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many care homes have had their 
registration cancelled by the Care Inspectorate in each year since 2007 due 
to a failure to achieve standards, and how many such failures have been 
recorded since the start of the COVID-19 outbreak. 

https://www.staffgovernance.scot.nhs.uk/coronavirus-covid-19/other/
https://www.staffgovernance.scot.nhs.uk/coronavirus-covid-19/other/
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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S5W-29131 

 
Jeane Freeman: The Care Inspectorate was formed on 1 April 2011 following 
the implementation of the Public Service Reform (Scotland) Act 2010. 
 
Between Inspection years 2016-17 and 2019-20, 8 care homes have been 
had their registrations cancelled. 
 

Inspection Year Total 

2016-17 1 

2017-18 2 

2018-19 4 

2019/20 1 

 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S5W-28643 by Clare Haughey on 14 May 
2020, whether it plans to gather this information. 
 

S5W-29144 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government does not plan to gather this 
information for all hospitalisations. It may be available on request from 
individual health boards. 
 
The recent Scottish Intensive Care Society Audit Group report (published 13 
May 2020) includes the number of confirmed Covid-19 deaths in Intensive 
Care Units only. This is the cumulative total as at 2 May; daily figures are not 
available. 
 
 
Jeremy Balfour (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, how it is 
working with (a) birth practitioners and (b) medical staff to ensure that 
people’s rights regarding how and where they give birth are upheld. 
 

S5W-29151 
 

Jeane Freeman: The current COVID-19 pandemic is unprecedented and 
requires all of our NHS services to adapt, in light of the effect on public health, 
including the health of staff, and also in line with measures introduced to 
reduce spread of the virus. Provision of safe and high quality maternity care 
has continued to be a priority for the NHS, and maternity services, whilst 
having to adapt, have continued, as far as possible, to provide women with 
choices in relation to birth.  
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On 6 April we provided all Clinical Directors and Heads of Midwifery with 
guidance on minimum agreed standards for planned maternity care. This 
guidance operates alongside that issued by the Royal College of Obstetrics 
and Gynaecology and the Royal College of Midwives that has issued since 
the outbreak began. This guidance is kept up to date, with the most recent 
version issuing on 19 May.  
 
Boards have adapted to local circumstances to provide the maximum amount 
of scheduled antenatal and postnatal maternity care, and a range of options 
for birth in relation to local staffing and other circumstances, reducing to the 
minimum only as a last resort. Services that have been temporarily stood 
down will be reinstated at the earliest opportunity and all Boards in Scotland 
have plans in place to address this. 
 
 
Jeremy Balfour (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what its position is on contracting and training 
independent midwives, maternity assistants and doulas or volunteers to help 
alleviate pressures on maternity units during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-29154 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government is very grateful to everyone who 
has stepped forward to offer their services in support of the national response 
to the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 
At the beginning of the pandemic, a Health and Social Care Covid 19 
Accelerated Recruitment Portal was established by NHS Education Scotland 
to allow those who held a midwifery registration within the last three years, or 
were in their second or third year of study to become a midwife, to register 
their availability to support NHS Scotland. Independent midwives were also 
eligible to register with the portal. 
 
This portal has been very successful with over 23,000 applicants offering their 
support. As 26 May 2020, 71 midwives have completed an expression of 
interest form on the portal. In addition, 343 student midwives have also 
completed an expression of interest form and of these, 321 have completed 
the process and are either in employment or soon to be employed by NHS 
Boards.  Due to the success of the recruitment portal, at present new 
registrations have been temporarily paused. 
 
There may be other opportunities for independent midwives, maternity 
assistants and doulas to support NHS Scotland during this pandemic. Those 
who qualify should monitor the Health and Social Care Covid 19 Accelerated 
Recruitment Portal at https://careers.nhs.scot/coronavirus-covid-19-
recruitment/. Or alternatively, healthcare workers can monitor the NHS 
Scotland Recruitment website for NHS Board positions which are available, or 
approach their local Health Board. 

https://careers.nhs.scot/coronavirus-covid-19-recruitment/
https://careers.nhs.scot/coronavirus-covid-19-recruitment/
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Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many two-week urgent referrals there were 
in April (a) 2019 and (b) 2020 for suspected (i) breast, (ii) bowel, (iii) lung, (iv) 
blood and (v) prostate cancer, and what impact it considers the COVID-19 
outbreak had on any variation in the figures. 
 

S5W-28905 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government does not hold data on urgent 
suspected cancer referrals for April 2019. This data is not held as we do not 
have a two week urgent referral target as in Scotland.  
 
The Scottish Government focuses on the 'whole cancer pathway' rather than 
a 2 week wait to first appointment which the 62-day standard is in place. This 
covers the period from urgent suspected referral from a GP or screening to 
start of treatment. 
 
In Scotland the current Cancer Waiting Times standards are as follows: 
 
31-day standard from decision to treat until first treatment for all new cancers 
regardless of route of referral 
62-day standard from urgent referral with suspicion of cancer, including 
referrals from national screening programmes 
 
To ensure patient's with worrying symptoms were approaching their GP we 
launched the NHS is Open campaign on 24 April 2020. Since the launch 
Health Boards management information shows that for the week ending 26 
April, urgent suspected cancer referrals have increased and are now 
approximate 55% of the pre COVID-19 level. We have emphasised, and will 
continue to do so, that decisions around treatment should be jointly made 
between patients and clinicians and fully informed conversations should be 
had with patients about their treatment.  
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what procedure is used by the NHS to review 
the criteria by which it decides who should receive letters asking them to 
shield at home because of COVID-19. 
 

S5W-28904 
 

Jeane Freeman: At the outset of the pandemic, the four Chief Medical 
Officers covering Scotland, England, Wales and Northern Ireland, published a 
list of six groups where people would be considered to be at extremely high 
risk of severe illness should they contract COVID-19. Clinicians can also add 
individuals to the list if they feel it is clinically appropriate to do so. 
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The UK Chief Medical Officers agreed to seek consistency across the 
shielding list to support patients across the UK. Having differing advice in 
different countries would cause confusion for patients, clinicians and support 
groups. 
 
In order to ensure a consistent approach is being taken across the four 
nations in relation to shielding, a Review Panel has was established.  
 
The main remit of the Review Panel is to review the evidence on potential 
clinical risk factors for severe illness from COVID-19; and advise the senior 
clinicians group on whether to add or remove specific conditions to the 
extremely clinically vulnerable group. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many people who have been asked to 
shield at home from the COVID-19 outbreak are undergoing (a) 
chemotherapy, (b) radical radiotherapy for lung cancer, (c) treatment for blood 
or bone marrow cancer, (d) immunotherapy or other antibody treatments for 
cancer and (e) other cancer treatments that might affect the immune system. 
 

S5W-28907 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government does not hold the specific 
breakdown of information requested. In total, there were 20,883 individuals on 
the shielding list that were requested to shield as part of the bloods cancers 
category the question refers to. This figure excludes non-Scottish residents. A 
specialist group of Haematologists in Scotland convened to further inform 
which patients should be considered at high risk. This work concluded on 14 
April. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it was given specific scientific advice regarding COVID-19 testing 
prior to 1 February 2020. 
 

S5W-28949 
 

Jeane Freeman: Prior to the outbreak of COVID-19, the Scottish Government 
received expert health protection and public health advice from a range of 
scientific experts including the Chief Medical Officer, Public Health Scotland, 
the Scottish Health Protection Network, NERVTAG and the Advisory 
Committee of Dangerous Pathogens.  
 
We will continue to be guided the best scientific advice and expertise in 
relation to all aspects of health protection and public health. 
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Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government how much has been spent on NHS operations and 
procedures undertaken in the private healthcare sector during the COVID-19 
outbreak, broken down by NHS board. 
 

S5W-28959 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government does not currently hold 
information on how much Health Boards have spent on NHS operations and 
procedures undertaken in the private healthcare sector during the COVID-19 
outbreak. Costs will be available at the end of each quarter according to the 
activity undertaken. 
 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many (a) NHS cancer operations and (b) other 
NHS procedures have taken place in private healthcare facilities during the 
COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-28960 
 

Jeane Freeman: During the COVID19 pandemic our strategy for utilising the 
private sector capacity in Scotland is to support NHS activity by providing a 
COVID free environment for urgent procedures to be undertaken, specifically 
urgent cancer surgery. 
 
As of the 24 May 2020, there has been 1542 outpatient appointments and 
1132 surgical procedures delivered have been undertaken in a private sector 
facility. This additionally has supported 9 NHS Health Boards. 
 
The Golden Jubilee National Hospital is also supporting territorial Health 
Boards around more complex cancer surgery.  
 
 
David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government what proportion it is supplying of the personal protective 
equipment (PPE) being used in care homes. 
 

S5W-28963 
 

Jeane Freeman: In both private and public sector care homes (and also all 
other social care providers), the supply of PPE is primarily the responsibility of 
the care home/social care provider itself. However, the Scottish Government 
recognises that global supply chains have been put under immense pressure 
by the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, which is why we set up supplies of 
PPE from the national stock to support our essential social care sector. As at 
28 May, through these national routes, more than 46 million items of PPE 
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have been distributed since March to social care organisations, including 
private and publicly managed care homes. 
 
These PPE items have been delivered to over 1,000 locations across 
Scotland, to a range of services and individuals, including care homes, care at 
home providers, housing support services, and unpaid carers and social care 
Personal Assistants. The services that have accessed the PPE have spanned 
local authority, private, and voluntary/not-for-profit sectors.  
 
We do not gather data on how many items of PPE care homes themselves 
buy. We therefore cannot say what proportion of PPE supply in care homes 
consists of the Scottish Government contribution.  
 
We are encouraging all social care providers, including care homes, to use 
their own routes for supplies before accessing the supplies through the 
national support routes. This is to ensure supplies from the national stock are 
distributed to those who are in most need. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it has assessed the resilience plans of the health and 
social care partnerships in light of the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-28984 
 

Jeane Freeman: All Health and Social Care Partnerships have submitted 
mobilisation plans, setting out how they intend to assure resilience in delivery 
of existing health and social care provision and manage expected increases 
in demand for these services.  
 
These plans have been reviewed and considered and an initial £50 million of 
additional Scottish Government funding has been issued to help address the 
immediate challenges faced in the social care sector and support ongoing 
provision of social care.  
 
I meet with Councillor Stuart Currie, COSLA Spokesperson on Health and 
Sport, on a weekly basis to jointly monitor progress. In addition, my officials 
meet on a weekly basis with Chief Officers of Integration Authorities to 
discuss immediate issues. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what meetings, discussions or correspondence there have been 
between the (a) Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport, (b) Minister for Public 
Health, Sport and Wellbeing and (c) Minister for Mental Health and the Care 
Inspectorate in 2020, and what was discussed. 
 

S5W-28986 
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Jeane Freeman: On 3 April a joint letter from Mr Swinney, Deputy First 
Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills, and myself was sent 
to Local Authorities, Health and Social Care Partnerships, Chief Social Work 
Officers, Social Work Scotland, COSLA, and the Care Inspectorate, about 
commencement of Regulations in the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 2020. 
 
On 14 April I attended a meeting with the Care Inspectorate about their 
enhanced response to Covid-19 and care homes. 
 
On 29 April I wrote to the Care Inspectorate to ask about inspection activity 
undertaken in response to the emergency. A reply was received on 1 May. 
 
Since 9th April Mr FitzPatrick has had weekly meetings with the special 
boards. These meetings are Covid-19 focussed. The Care Inspectorate also 
participate in these meetings. The Minister has not had any other discussions 
or correspondence with the Care Inspectorate in 2020. 
 
On 26 February Ms Haughey had introductory meetings with Rona Fraser and 
Paul Gray who were successfully appointed as new members to the Care 
Inspectorate Board. 
 
On 26 March Ms Haughey wrote to NHS Boards, Local Authorities, Integrated 
Joint Boards, Scottish Social Services Council, and the Care Inspectorate 
about mental health and wellbeing support during the Covid-19 emergency. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether Tiger Eye protective goggles and frames form part 
of the country's pandemic personal protective equipment (PPE) supplies, and, 
if so, (a) how many items there are and (b), in light of the Health and Safety 
Executive's assessment, what action has been taken to review the supply 
chain and remove products that do not meet safety standards. 
 

S5W-28989 
 

Clare Haughey: Tiger Eye goggles and frames were part of the standing pre 
Covid-19 national pandemic stockpile. The UK Department for Health and 
Social Care contacted us on Saturday 9th May advising that there was an 
issue with the Tiger Eye protective glasses. This product has been distributed 
to us from the 2009 UK pandemic stockpile. 
 
NHS National Services Scotland has received a total of approximately 3.6 
million complete sets of Tiger eye protection as part of the UK stockpile. 
Approximately  
3 million have been distributed with remaining balance still being held in 
stock. 
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The Health and Safety Executive requested that the British Standards Institute 
test Tiger Eye Protectors against current Covid-19 Infection Prevention and 
Control Guidance. The tests showed the product does not meet the standard 
for splash protection. NSS has issued an alert to all health and social care 
organisations in Scotland informing them of the withdrawal of this product.  
 
NSS has also cancelled with immediate effect any further deliveries of this 
product to health and social care providers in Scotland. NSS has confirmed 
that there are adequate supplies of alternative products that meet relevant 
Covid-19 standards in stock and on order. NHS England and Wales have 
recalled the items and confirmed they were never certificated against relevant 
EN166 standards. NSS have confirmed that they are still holding the 
remaining warehouse stock within NSS and that, in parallel health boards 
have been asked to dispose of all remaining local stock. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the comment by the World Health Organization 
regarding the reaction to the coronavirus, COVID-19, that "severe and 
mounting disruption to the global supply of personal protective equipment, 
caused by rising demand, panic buying, hoarding and misuse, is putting lives 
at risk", what action it is taking to ensure that NHS and emergency 
service staff have adequate supplies of such equipment, including gloves, 
medical masks, respirators, goggles, face shields, gowns and aprons. 
 

S5W-27809 
 

Clare Haughey: The Scottish Government is committed to keeping staff 
across the NHS and emergency services safe, including ensuring continued 
access to appropriate personal protective equipment. 
 
NHS National Services Scotland are keeping the position with NHS supplies 
under constant review as the coronavirus pandemic develops and we are 
working with them to ensure stocks are maintained so we can continue to 
protect those who need it. Health Boards also have means to notify NHS 
National Procurement of any supply issues, in order that they can quickly be 
rectified. 
 
We are distributing PPE to all social care providers and to GP Practices. This 
includes stocks of facemasks, aprons, gloves and eye protection, in line with 
Health Protection Scotland guidance. The Scottish Government also remains 
in close liaison with the emergency services and through them, their 
suppliers, to ensure they remain adequately protected in performing their vital 
roles. 
 
 
Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government what protocols it has put in place for care homes in 
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response to the COVID-19 outbreak; what action it is taking to ensure that the 
homes (a) are providing appropriate palliative care and (b) have sufficient 
protective equipment, oxygen and other essential supplies, and how it is 
supporting them with the recruitment of additional staff where required. 
 

S5W-28249 
 

Jeane Freeman:There is considerable work underway way nationally and 
locally to ensure Scotland’s care homes are fully supported to respond to the 
COVID-19 outbreak.  
 
The Scottish Government has set out set out a series of steps to provide 
direct clinical leadership, reporting and assurance for care homes to ensure 
the wellbeing of staff and residents. This includes: clinical and public health 
oversight of care homes from NHS Directors of Public Health and other 
partners; equipping Care Inspectorate for an e ced role of assurance; 
increasing access to PPE and establishment of a national rapid action group 
to monitor progress and activate any local action as well as coordinate wider 
package of support to the sector.  
 
On 13 March, the Scottish Government issued clinical and practice guidance 
for care homes that set out the risks and the resultant clinical and practical 
steps to be taken, including the ending of communal activities, communal 
dining and unrestricted visiting. That guidance was updated on 26 March and 
again on 15 May. Each iteration is a reflection of the growing understanding of 
the virus and the situation on the ground in care homes. 
 
As global supply chains for personal protective equipment (PPE) became 
increasingly challenged and the normal private supply routes to the care 
home sector were disrupted, the NHS National Services Scotland (NSS) 
social care triage helpline was launched on 19 March, so that, at national 
level, steps could be taken to respond to urgent requests for PPE from social 
care providers, including care homes. NSS order volumes were increased to 
ensure that we could cope with the additional demand from the social care 
sector and primary care and pharmacy, as well as the additional demand from 
acute care. 
 
To make sure that the right PPE was delivered to the right people, direct 
distribution routes were created, including local PPE hubs for social care 
providers—which covered care homes—and direct distribution, where that 
was needed. 
 
Care homes provide an important role at the end of life and we are clear that 
they should to be supported to provide person centred clinical care which best 
meets the needs of individuals. Primary care teams continue to be critical in 
supporting care home residents including for end of life and palliative care 
support alongside other in-reach services including from palliative care teams. 
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National Services Scotland (NSS) has arrangements to obtain and supply 
supportive or palliative care oxygen which can be requested and delivered to 
any care home where required.  Arrangements have been made with health 
board oxygen leads to ensure that access to additional supplies can be 
ordered by other appropriate healthcare professionals working within the 
community to ensure that oxygen is available when required. All medical 
devices and pharmaceuticals for patients on care homes continue to be 
delivered by a range of home delivery companies that are contracted by NSS. 
 
The Scottish Government has been working to get students and social care 
retirees and returners into the system as quickly as possible, and working with 
partners to support care homes to recruit additional staff. Employers now 
have direct access to the NHS Education Scotland and the Scottish Social 
Services Council recruitment portal enabling quick and effective redeployment 
of care workers. A number of staff have already been matched for work in 
care homes or care at home under the new portal and more will be joining 
them in the coming weeks. In addition NHS Boards and Local Authorities who 
have local oversight of care homes are providing staffing support for example 
in-reach support from community nursing teams or deploying staff directly to 
work in care homes.  
 
From 18 May, new arrangements for ensuring appropriate clinical and 
professional oversight for care homes have been put in place. As part of this 
multi-disciplinary teams comprising key clinical leads from NHS Boards and 
Local Authorities including Chief Social Work Officers are providing oversight 
of local care homes. This approach builds on recent actions and existing local 
arrangements in helping to keep residents safe. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide a breakdown of all (a) personal protective 
equipment (PPE) and (b) ventilators orders that have been placed in 
response to the COVID-19 outbreak in each month since January 2020. 
 

S5W-28179 
 

Clare Haughey: In relation to a) Personal Protective Equipment, the orders 
placed in each month are as follows: 
 

Pandemic 
Category 

January February March April May 
Grand 
Total 

APRONS - 
STANDARD 

3,528,000 
13,782,00

0 
1,542,000 36,596,600 

198,823,38
2 

254,271,98
2 

COVID19 
AGP NON 
STERILE 
GOWNS 

29,864 140,154 134,655 1,046,590 1,458,403 2,809,666 
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COVID19 
AGP STERILE 
GOWNS 

62,350 151,904 26,820 190,940 320,662 752,676 

EYE 
PROTECTION 
LENS 

  456  20,100 20,556 

GOGGLES    1,539,000  1,539,000 

FULL FACE 
VISOR - 
REUSABLE 

 2,000    2,000 

FULL FACE 
VISOR - 
SINGLE USE 

 2,000 360,880 7,851,760 1,455,480 9,670,120 

GLOVES 
EXAMINATIO
N 

24,800,00
0 

 
56,219,20

0 
140,611,50

0 
51,448,400 

273,079,10
0 

MASK FFP2 300 520 602,868 580,360 960 1,185,008 

MASK FFP3 21,180 1,233,370 519,330 1,225,648 9,420,940 12,420,468 

MASK FLUID 
SHIELD 

8,792 18,648 27,196 46,200 2,880 103,716 

MASK 
SURGICAL 

162,100 430,230 83,730 3,210 125,700 804,970 

MASK TYPE 
IIR FRSM 

145,825 187,400 
21,578,80

0 
130,371,53

0 
246,200 

152,529,75
5 

Grand Total 
28,758,41

1 
15,288,22

6 
79,112,73

5 
315,316,15

0 
262,962,08

7 
701,437,60

9 

Note: Figures are for the period from 1 January to 31 May 2020 
 
In relation to b) the Scottish Government ordered ventilators in March 2020 
from a range of manufacturers and as at 31 May, we have received 124 of 
these from Scottish procurement and 78 ventilators from the joint UK 
procurement exercise. We expect more deliveries to arrive over the coming 
weeks. If needed, to bridge any gaps between now and the delivery of new 
ventilators, Health Boards have worked to repurpose operating theatre 
anaesthetic machines for use as ventilators.  
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many care home residents were tested for COVID-19 during 
the delay phase, and how many tested positive. 
 

S5W-28332 
 

Jeane Freeman: Public Health Scotland provides the Scottish Government 
with numbers of residents and staff tested in care homes, but it is not possible 
to disaggregate this further to provide a breakdown of the numbers of care 
home residents who were tested for COVID-19 during the delay phase. The 
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move from the containment to the delay phase happened on 16 March and 
these data are only available from 20 April. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many items of personal protective 
equipment (PPE) are currently reserved specifically for care homes by the 
NHS National Distribution Centre, and how this compares with the figure 
when the COVID-19 outbreak began. 
 

S5W-28411 
 

Jeane Freeman: In both the private and public sectors the supply of PPE for 
social care is primarily the responsibility of social care providers themselves, 
including care homes. However, we recognise the immense pressure that 
global supply chains have been put under as a result of the pandemic, and 
therefore we established routes in March to support the sector with supplies 
from the national stock. These routes are the NHS National Services Scotland 
(NSS) Social Care PPE Triage helpline and deliveries of PPE to local Hubs in 
Health and Social Care Partnership areas for onward distribution or collection 
by social care providers. 
 
We have not reserved a specific number of PPE items for care homes from 
the national stock; instead Hubs are being continually replenished on the 
basis of actual demand and consumption to ensure their stock levels are 
adequate to meet care homes’ and other social care providers’ needs, beyond 
providers’ own supply routes. Needs will vary across the sector and between 
different care homes, and this approach ensures that PPE levels through the 
national routes respond adequately to those needs. We are delivering 
between 4 and 5 million items of PPE per week from the national stock into 
the social care sector. Approximately 50% of these items are being consumed 
by care homes.  
 
Prior to this pandemic we routinely held a pandemic stockpile of PPE, of 
which 25% was dedicated to the social care sector.  
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many enquiries from care home staff have 
been received by the email address that it has set up for people to contact if 
they consider that they do have sufficient personal protective equipment 
(PPE) to respond to the COVID-19 outbreak, and how many of these have 
been resolved. 
 

S5W-28414 
 

Jeane Freeman: The PPE Health Correspondence Mailbox (covid-19-health-
PPE@gov.scot) has received over 2,000 emails, as at 14 May. We do not 

mailto:covid-19-health-PPE@gov.scot
mailto:covid-19-health-PPE@gov.scot
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collate the data specifying the employment status of the enquirers. Enquiries 
to the mailbox are sent in by a range of people including care home staff, 
wider social care sector workforce, healthcare staff and members of the 
public.  
 
 
Joan McAlpine (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what information it has regarding what proportion of 
care workers have chosen to (a) wear and (b) not wear a protective mask in 
response to the COVID-19 outbreak on the basis of their own risk assessment 
since the four nations personal protective equipment (PPE) guidance was 
issued on 2 April 2020. 
 

S5W-28610 
 

Clare Haughey: The Scottish Government does not hold the information 
requested. However, all employers should be supporting their staff to follow 
the updated PPE guidance that was published on 2 April 2020, which includes 
the ability for individuals to risk assess whether they require PPE when 
providing direct care to someone who isn’t a possible or confirmed COVID-19 
case.  
 
I reiterated this expectation in the joint statement on 9 April with COSLA and 
the Trades Unions which emphasised that social care workers can wear a 
Fluid-Resistant Surgical Mask along with other appropriate PPE, if they 
consider doing so is necessary to their own and the individual's safety. 
 
 
Joan McAlpine (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what evaluation it has made of the ability of care 
workers to wear protective masks on the basis of self-assessed risk if this is 
not supported by their line managers. 
 

S5W-28613 
 

Clare Haughey: We have not specifically evaluated this. I expect all 
employers to support their staff to follow the updated PPE guidance that was 
published on 2 April 2020, which includes the ability for staff to do an 
individual risk assessment of whether PPE is needed when they are providing 
direct care to someone who isn’t a possible or confirmed COVID-19 case. 
 
I would also expect both public and private social care providers to ensure 
that all care workers are empowered and enabled to wear a mask alongside 
other PPE if they feel this is necessary, as was stated in the joint statement I 
made on 9 April with COSLA and the Trades Unions. The statement 
emphasises that social care workers can wear a Fluid-Resistant Surgical 
Mask along with other appropriate PPE where the person they are visiting or 
otherwise attending to is neither confirmed nor suspected of having COVID-
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19, if they consider doing so necessary to their own and the individual's 
safety. 
 
If an employer disagrees with a care worker’s risk assessment, I would expect 
them to provide a clear explanation for this to the worker, and discuss this 
further with them. 
 
Ultimately, the guidance states that where staff consider there is a risk to 
themselves or the individuals they are caring for they should wear a fluid 
repellent surgical mask with or without eye protection, as determined by the 
individual staff member for the episode of care or single session.  
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many respirators have been available to 
staff in each NHS board. 
 

S5W-28573 
 

Jeane Freeman: Assuming the member means FFP3 respirators, the 
following table shows the number of FFP3 respirators issued to each NHS 
Board from 1 January 2020 to 17 May 2020: 
  

NHS Board Number 

Ayrshire & Arran 184,097 

Borders 85,842 

Dumfries & Galloway 96,826 

Fife 152,531 

Forth Valley 134,509 

Golden Jubilee National Hospital 64,768 

Grampian 310,289 

Greater Glasgow & Clyde 586,778 

Highland 147,227 

Lanarkshire 266,279 

Lothian 310,993 

Orkney 34,934 

Scottish Ambulance Service 142,256 

Shetland 30,860 

NSS (Scottish National Blood Transfusion Service) 14,950 

State Hospital 13,354 

Tayside 211,973 

Western Isles 38,073 

 
 
David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government what assessment it has made of capacity in (a) 
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radiology and (b) pathology to prevent delays in lung cancer diagnosis (i) 
during and (ii) following the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-28858 
 

Jeane Freeman: NHS Health Boards have made assessments of their 
capacity for radiology and pathology. Separate patient flows have been 
developed within services for COVID and non-COVID referrals which enable 
patients, who are fit and able to attend, to have their imaging undertaken as a 
priority. 
 
NHS Scotland has and continues to prioritise capacity for pathology and 
radiology for those patients referred with an urgent suspicion of cancer, 
including lung cancer patients. We expect this to continue throughout and 
beyond the COVID-10 pandemic. 
 
 
Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what discussions it has had with (a) NHS 
Greater Glasgow and Clyde and (b) Inverclyde Council regarding 
Inverclyde recording the largest number of COVID-19-related deaths among 
local authority areas. 
 

S5W-28862 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government have not met with any NHS board 
or local authority to discuss the number of COVID-19 related deaths in their 
areas. However, will soon meet with the Chief Executive of Inverclyde to 
discuss issues related to COVID-19. 
 
I have also met virtually with NHS Chairs to discuss COVID-19, and the 
Minister for Public Health, Sport and Wellbeing meets virtually with NHS 
Chairs in their Regional Groupings every week. 
 
The Scottish Government’s Director General Health and Social Care and 
Chief Executive of NHS Scotland holds a number of weekly teleconferences 
with NHS Boards regarding COVID-19.  
 
Officials across the Scottish Government have regular discussions with NHS 
Boards on many aspects of COVID-19, including planning, public health and 
care homes. Health Protection Scotland communicates with NHS Directors of 
Public Health and local health protection teams as part of their day to day 
work in monitoring the spread of the virus. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how long it takes for the current COVID-19 testing process to process and 
communicate results to the testee. 
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S5W-29012 

 
Jeane Freeman: Through NHS laboratories, our expectation is that test 
results should normally be communicated back within 24 hours, but some 
may take up to 48 hours. We are continuing to work with NHS National 
Services Scotland to secure reliable data on turnaround times to provide a 
baseline to report against on a weekly basis. 
 
For testing carried out by the UK Government expanded testing sites the vast 
majority of test results are sent automatically within 48 hours, or 72 hours for 
home tests. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action it is taking to address health inequalities, in response 
to reports that COVID-19 is more greatly affecting areas of high deprivation. 
 

S5W-29281 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible.  
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many additional care home places were purchased by (a) it, (b) local 
authorities and (c) integration joint boards in each month since January 2020, 
also broken down by local authority area. 
 

S5W-29289 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the average cost per week is to keep a person in a care home, broken 
down by (a) NHS board and (b) integration joint board area. 
 

S5W-29292 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the average cost per week is to provide social care for an older person, 
broken down by (a) NHS board and (b) integration joint board area. 
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S5W-29293 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what PPE is provided to police officers when required to 
disperse large gatherings. 
 

S5W-29263 
 

Humza Yousaf: The level of PPE that police officers and police staff must 
use to fully comply with the Health & Safety aspects of operational policing is 
a matter for the Chief Constable of Police Scotland to decide. Police Scotland 
advises that officers can risk assess whether or not to use a surgical mask for 
routine policing activities where there are no symptoms or other indications of 
Covid-19 but where it may be difficult to apply social distancing measures. If 
there is a requirement for police support at an incident of suspected or 
confirmed COVID-19, wherever possible trained officers in full PPE kit will be 
deployed to attend. This kit comprises of: 
 

• FFP3 Face Masks 

• Disposable Suit EN14126 Standard 

• Indirect Vent Goggles 

• Long cuff Nitrile Gloves 

• Surgical masks 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Rural Economy and Tourism 
 

Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
action it has taken to implement recommendations from the various meetings 
of the Scottish Tourism Emergency Response Group. 
 

S5W-29387 
 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Tourism Emergency Response Group published 
the final elements of its National Action Plan on 26 May on the VisitScotland 
website, VisitScotland.org. The Scottish Government continues to work with 
all members of the Group, including VisitScotland, the enterprise agencies, 
CoSLA and the Scottish Tourism Alliance, to deliver the Action Plan to ensure 
a safe and strong recovery for Scottish tourism as soon as it is possible to do 
so. 
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Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
action it is taking to ensure tourism and hospitality businesses that have not 
been eligible for the Tourism Hardship Fund and the Pivotal Enterprise 
Resilience Fund grant can receive funding to assist them through the COVID-
19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-29388 
 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government appreciates the devastating impact 
that COVID-19 has had on Scotland's tourism and hospitality businesses and 
has worked hard to put in place a significant package of support for the 
sector. We have also listened closely where it has become apparent that 
needs are not being met - the Creative, Tourism and Hospitality Hardship 
Fund is a specific example of this. We will continue to work with the Scottish 
Tourism Alliance, and other sector representatives, to ensure that Scottish 
tourism is supported towards recovery. The Cabinet Secretary for Rural 
Affairs and Tourism has written to the UK Minister for Tourism on thse issues, 
and on and will continue to press the UK Government to do the same. 
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment it has made of previous responses to pandemics, such as SARS 
and foot-and-mouth, and whether it plans to implement any lessons learned in 
the reopening of the tourism businesses. 
 

S5W-29389 
 

Fergus Ewing: The COVID-19 pandemic has created an unprecedented 
public health and economic crisis which has required a government response 
like no other in modern peace time. The Scottish Government’s focus is to 
help and support our Tourism and Hospitality industry through these difficult 
times and to see it come back strong when it is safe to do so. Previous 
events, while posing deep challenges, prove that Scotland’s tourism industry 
is resilient and will recover in time.  
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
it has carried out research with the tourism industry on how best to implement 
a phased approach to reopening businesses in line with seasonality. 
 

S5W-29390 
 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government is working in partnership with the 
tourism and hospitality industry on safe re-opening of the sector through the 
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Scottish Tourism Emergency Response Group. The timing of lifting of 
restrictions will be guided by the science and health evidence, but we 
continue to work with stakeholders in line with the Route-map to ensure a 
phased and safe return of Scotland’s tourism industry when it is safe to do so.  
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
action it plans to take on additional support for tourism businesses following 
meetings of the Scottish Tourism Emergency Response Group. 
 

S5W-29391 
 

Fergus Ewing: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-29387 on 
8 June 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment it has made of the impact of the COVID-19 outbreak on bed and 
breakfast businesses. 
 

S5W-29393 
 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government recognises that the bed and 
breakfast sector, along with all of Scotland's tourism accommodation 
providers, has been severely impacted by COVID-19. It continues to work 
closely with the Scottish Tourism Alliance and other industry bodies, including 
those representing the bed and breakfast sector, to monitor the ongoing 
impacts of COVID-19 on Scotland's tourism industry, both through data 
insights and through written and verbal communications and to work to 
address these. 
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
financial support is on offer to help bed and breakfasts tackle the impact on 
them of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-29394 
 

Fergus Ewing: Scotland's bed and breakfast businesses have been eligible 
to apply for all appropriate funding schemes that the Scottish Government has 
made available to the sector, including non-domestic rates relief, business 
grants and the Creative, Tourism and Hospitality Hardship Fund, where they 
meet the criteria to do so. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment it has carried of the potential overall financial impact of the 
COVID-19 outbreak on the tourism industry in 2020-21. 
 

S5W-29395 
 

Fergus Ewing: Scottish Ministers recognise the exceptionally difficult 
circumstances being experienced by the tourism sector as a result of COVID-
19, and the challenges these have created. We have significant and ongoing 
engagement with key stakeholders from the tourism sector including through 
the Scottish Tourism Emergency Response Group and the Scottish Tourism 
Alliance, which have been key in identifying and addressing many of the 
challenges faced by businesses, employees and the self-employed in Scottish 
tourism.  
 
We have put in place a substantial package worth over £2.3 billion for 
businesses in Scotland, with particular focus on the tourism and hospitality. 
This includes the Creative, Tourism and Hospitality Enterprises Hardship 
Fund, and the Pivotal Enterprise Resilience Fund. 
 
While official data on the financial impact of COVID-19 on the tourism sector 
are not yet available for Scotland, the Scottish Government has published an 
experimental Monthly Business Turnover Index. These provide an early 
indicator of business activity using the survey data held by the Scottish 
Government. The index for March 2020 was published on 13 May, and 
indicates a considerable proportion of companies in Scotland’s 
Accommodation and Food Services sector has reported lower turnover in real 
terms than 12 months ago. This publication is available at: 
 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/monthly-business-turnover-index-march-
2020/ 
 
The ONS has published initial UK-level data on the impact of COVID-19 by 
industry through its Business Impact of COVID-19 Survey (BICS). BICS 
includes data on responding firms’ trading status, and impacts on their recent 
turnover, for sectors including the Accommodation & Food Service sector. 
 
Data from ONS’s BICS is available at: 
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/economicoutputandproductivity/output/datas
ets/businessimpactofcovid19surveybicsresults 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/monthly-business-turnover-index-march-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/monthly-business-turnover-index-march-2020/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/economicoutputandproductivity/output/datasets/businessimpactofcovid19surveybicsresults
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Ministerial portfolio: Social Security and Older People 
 
 
Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many staff have been recruited to Social Security Scotland 
since the COVID-19 outbreak was declared a pandemic on 11 March 2020, 
and how this compares with the recruitment forecasts that had set before that 
date. 
 

S5W-29545 
 

Shirley-Anne Somerville: All new and most live recruitment campaigns for 
staff joining the Scottish Government were paused when the lockdown 
measures were introduced. However, Social Security Scotland has been able 
to start 202 directly employed staff into key operational roles the period 11 
March 2020 to 31 May 2020. 
 
Resourcing plans are designed to align to business need and flex with 
changing circumstances. Social Security Scotland’s recruitment activity in the 
period has met the current requirement and the Agency is working with 
Scottish Government People Directorate in relation to future planning. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 
Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government when the review of Cycling by Design will be completed. 
 

S5W-29192 
 

Michael Matheson: The review of Cycling by Design is being progressed, led 
by representatives of Transport Scotland, Sustrans and local authorities 
working in partnership. The programme for delivery of this work is currently 
under review due to uncertainties around reduced availability of partners and 
consultees caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. Work on Cycling by Design is 
continuing where possible to ensure that it can be published as soon as 
practicable.  
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Written questions lodged on 08 June 2020 
 

(Expected Answer Date: 22 June 2020) 
 

S5W-29698 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what specific 
guidance there is for care homes regarding COVID-19 and residents who 
have learning disabilities. 
S5W-29700 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government, what 
information it has regarding (a) how many and (b) what proportion of people 
with ME are shielding from the COVID-19 outbreak, and what action it is 
taking to ensure that the people in this group are in receipt of adequate 
support, including with home visits and care assistance. 
S5W-29701 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what (a) 
guidance and (b) funding is being provided to support educational provision 
for schoolchildren with ME, including with (i) one-to-one tuition at home and 
(ii) online coursework with teacher support. 
S5W-29703 Colin Smyth: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-29296 by Christina McKelvie on 2 June 2020, 
whether it will provide specific guidance to carers, including unpaid carers, 
regarding the guiding of blind and partially-sighted people during the COVID-
19 outbreak. 
S5W-29704 Colin Smyth: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W–29296 by Christina McKelvie on 2 June 2020, how 
it defines people who are at risk from COVID-19, and whether this group 
includes all blind and partially-sighted people who require being guided to 
navigate public spaces. 
S5W-29705 David Stewart: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of 
reports that Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic (BAME) people may be 
disproportionately affected by COVID-19, and the issuing of interim guidance 
for health and social care employers on this issue, how it is ensuring the 
implementation of guidance in the (a) care home sector and (b) NHS in order 
to protect staff. 
S5W-29706 David Stewart: To ask the Scottish Government whether it can 
guarantee the care home sector that it will have adequate access to PPE from 
local hubs. 
S5W-29707 David Stewart: To ask the Scottish Government what it is doing 
to support care home providers to help prevent transmission of COVID-19 in 
residential care home settings. 
S5W-29708 David Stewart: To ask the Scottish Government what resources 
it is making available to support the mental health of care home staff dealing 
with the impact of COVID-19. 
S5W-29714 David Stewart: To ask the Scottish Government what its position 
is on whether SVQ training for care staff prepared the workforce sufficiently to 
protect both staff and the people they work with during the COVID-19 
outbreak. 
S5W-29715 David Stewart: To ask the Scottish Government how it is 
monitoring the impact of expanded COVID-19 testing (a) of social care staff 
and (b) generally. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29698
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S5W-29716 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
final respiratory care action plan will include measures to address the (a) 
short- and (b) long-term health impacts of COVID-19. 
S5W-29717 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide an update on its position regarding whether health and social care 
staff should be wearing eye protection to help reduce the spread of COVID-
19. 
S5W-29718 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
announce at its daily COVID-19 news conferences details of the number 
of deaths related to poverty, and what action is being taken to prevent further 
such deaths. 
S5W-29720 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of 
reported concerns with safety in such facilities because of the COVID-19 
outbreak, what steps it is taking to encourage contact/call centre employers 
to facilitate homeworking or furloughing as speedily as possible. 
S5W-29721 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of 
reported concerns with safety in such facilities because of the COVID-19 
outbreak, what its position is on whether the risk from the virus that is faced 
directly by staff working in contact/call centres, and that the danger that they 
might pass on the infection to others, should be treated as a devolved public 
health issue not only a matter of occupational health and safety. 
S5W-29722 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of 
reported concerns with safety in contact/call centre facilities because of the 
COVID-19 outbreak, whether it will consider organising an emergency 
conference to discuss the issues being faced by staff in these and, if so, 
whether it will invite the STUC, staff unions, employers, the Health and Safety 
Executive, COSLA, local authorities, academics and health and safety 
campaign groups to participate. 
S5W-29723 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of 
reported concerns with safety in such facilities because of the COVID-19 
outbreak, what its position is on carrying out an immediate audit of 
contact/call centres to compare the health of the staff working in these 
places with their colleagues who are working from home or who are 
furloughed. 
S5W-29724 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of 
reported concerns with safety in such facilities because of the COVID-19 
outbreak, whether it will ensure that the sectoral guidance being developed by 
it, staff unions and employers for every contact/call centre workplace is 
consistent with the STUC principles for relaxing lockdown. 
S5W-29725 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the 
COVID-19 outbreak, what steps it has taken to advise employers and 
employees of Section 44 of the Employment Relations Act (1996), which 
provides employees with the means to contest the adequacy or 
appropriateness of safety arrangements, without fear of recrimination or 
detriment, giving them the right to withdraw from and not return to workplaces 
where they believe they will be exposed to imminent danger to their health. 
S5W-29726 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of 
reported concerns with safety in such facilities because of the COVID-19 
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outbreak, what action it is taking to ensure that risk assessments are carried 
out by contact/call centre employers, trade unions and staff health and safety 
representatives, and what support it can provide to those representatives in 
facilities without an organised union presence. 
S5W-29727 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of 
reported concerns with safety in such facilities because of the COVID-19 
outbreak, what action it will take to ensure that all contact/call centre staff are 
tested for the virus and that any people found positive are isolated, treated 
and subject to contact-tracing, in line with the South Korean model of best 
practice. 
S5W-29728 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is 
on the assertion in the STUC principles for relaxing lockdown that "if work 
cannot be undertaken safely, it should not be undertaken at all". 
S5W-29730 Neil Bibby: To ask the Scottish Government what evidence it 
has received on the effectiveness or otherwise of the disinfection of public 
places as a measure to reduce the spread of COVID-19. 
S5W-29731 Neil Bibby: To ask the Scottish Government what advice it has 
provided to local authorities on the disinfection of public places as a measure 
to reduce the spread of COVID-19. 
S5W-29737 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of its 
suggestion that outdoor spaces and outdoor learning will be key to schools 
reopening, how outdoor residential centres fit into this. 
S5W-29738 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what budget it is 
providing to local authorities in order for them to provide outdoor learning. 
S5W-29739 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions 
it has had with third sector organisations, including Scouts Scotland, 
Girlguiding Scotland and the Outward Bound Trust, to help upskill school staff 
in providing outdoor learning. 
S5W-29740 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what guidance it 
is providing to local authorities regarding school residential trips in 2021. 
S5W-29741 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the 
importance of youth work in the lives of young people, what it is doing to 
support the recommencement of face-to-face youth work. 
S5W-29748 Andy Wightman: To ask the Scottish Government when each 
Regional Resilience Partnership last ran a pandemic planning exercise, and 
whether it will publish the results of these. 
S5W-29750 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government what steps it is 
taking to ensure that older people who are resident on islands, and who are 
isolated from their friends and family because of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
can access any necessary support that they require. 
S5W-29751 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government whether any 
updated advice for public buildings that are not in use has been issued during 
the COVID-19 outbreak regarding legionella. 
S5W-29752 Annie Wells: To ask the Scottish Government what support 
regarding the COVID-19 outbreak has been or will be extended to businesses 
that occupy a unit in a shared space, and from what date. 
S5W-29755 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment was made of the ability of (a) care home services for adults and 
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(b) other care services, which had an unsatisfactory or weak grading to deal 
with the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-29759 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government for the 
number of patients discharged from hospital, in each month of 2020, who 
were transferred to care homes that had reported a confirmed or suspected 
case of COVID-19. 
S5W-29768 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide a one-off grant to dairy farmers affected by the COVID-19 
outbreak, similar to that being offered in England. 
S5W-29769 Colin Smyth: To ask the Scottish Government , further to the 
answer to question S5W–29296 by Christina McKelvie on 2 June 2020, at 
what stage in the COVID-19 lockdown process people with sight loss, who 
are not defined as being at risk from the virus, will be allowed to be guided by 
someone outside their household in navigating public spaces. 
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Searching for questions and motions 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to 
COVID-19, answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily 
written answer reports, which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by 
keyword, MSP asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by 
date and other filters, through the advanced search function on the 
Parliament’s website here. 
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