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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Friday 5 June 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 5 June can be found on page 13 of this 
document. 
 
There were no oral questions on 5 June.  

 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 5 June) 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 

 

Claudia Beamish (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what plans there are to support eco-ambitious building projects 
that might be at risk because of the financial impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic on local authorities and other funding bodies and institutions. 
 

S5W-29252  
 
Kevin Stewart: The Scottish Government remains absolutely committed to 
our world-leading climate change targets. The Climate Change Plan update, 
which sets out actions on how we will meet these targets, was due to be laid 
in Parliament on 30 April, but was necessarily postponed as a result of the 
Coronavirus pandemic. The recast Plan, scheduled for late 2020, will take into 
account a ‘green recovery’ to help the country recover from COVID-19. 
 
We have set a clear policy direction for Scotland’s buildings to play their part 
in Scotland’s transition to net zero by 2045, and are taking actions which will 
support continued progress on this, such as: 
 
• Making sure the net zero transition remains at the core of our planned 
2020 Infrastructure Investment Plan and Capital Spending Review. Future 
Infrastructure Investment Plans will be accompanied by an assessment of 
how they will support meeting climate change targets and we will seek to 
prioritise low carbon infrastructure opportunities wherever possible. We also 
anticipate the work of our Advisory Group on Economic Recovery will 
examine how a green recovery can be supported. 
• Working with key stakeholders and our agencies through the 
Construction Leadership Forum, chaired by the Minister for Local 
Government, Housing and Planning, to ensure the construction sector is best 
placed to restart construction activity when the medical evidence supports this 
and to support a resilient, green and inclusive recovery. 
• Working with partners and industry to restart our national and area-
based home energy efficiency programmes as soon as it is safe to do so. 
• Working with industry on a standard that will require new build homes 
consented from 2024 to have renewable or low carbon heating.  
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• Continuing to progress reviews to improve energy standards set 
through building regulation. 
• Engaging with partners on a new Net Zero Carbon Standard for new 
public buildings to make heating them more efficient and low carbon, and 
supporting improved energy performance in the public sector estate through 
the Non Domestic Energy Efficiency framework and supporting contracts. 
• Looking for opportunities through capital programmes to stimulate the 
low carbon heat supply chain including bringing the Heat Transition Deal, 
announced in the budget, online in phases over coming months to support 
economic recovery in the energy efficiency, heat and low carbon energy 
sectors. Also, in the coming year we will introduce a district heating relief, 
guaranteed until 2032, in order to provide certainty to investors. 
• Later this year, publishing our long term plan for decarbonising the way 
we heat homes and buildings in Scotland. 
• And we have taken action within the planning system to ensure that the 
system can continue to operate throughout this emergency period: new 
applications for planning permission can continue to come forward; appeals 
can be heard; and planning permissions set to lapse in the period will 
automatically be extended. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): 
To ask the Scottish Government, in light of Close the Gap's briefing, 
Disproportionate disruption: The impact of COVID-19 on women's labour 
market equality, what steps it is taking to ensure that COVID-19 does not 
increase the gender pay gap. 
 

S5W-29250  
 
Jamie Hepburn: Women’s position in the labour market is an issue which this 
Government takes very seriously, as our ambitious Gender Pay Gap Action 
Plan shows. We strongly encourage all employers to apply Fair Work 
principles to dealing with the impacts of Covid-19 on workers and workplaces. 
Fair Work principles, which include the commitment to tackle the Gender Pay 
gap, underpin our work with unions, businesses and other stakeholders, to 
develop guidance for the safe restart of the economy. 
 
We will continue to give full consideration of the gendered impact and 
implications of COVID-19 in our wider response to the economic impacts of 
the current crisis. It is essential that our response to this pandemic is 
grounded in evidence, including gender sensitive, sex-disaggregated data. 
The Scottish Government continues to assess the impact of COVID-19 across 
the Scottish population. To this end, we recently published analysis which 
examined the expected labour market impacts of COVID-19 on different 
groups, including women. 
 
As part of its remit, we have asked the Advisory Group on Economic 
Recovery to make recommendations on how we can harness the changes 
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arising from Coronavirus to create a fairer and more inclusive economy for 
Scotland. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): 
To ask the Scottish Government, in light of Close the Gap's briefing, 
Disproportionate disruption: The impact of COVID-19 on women's labour 
market equality, whether it will ensure that gender-sensitive, sex-
disaggregated data informs future labour market analyses. 
 

S5W-29251  
 
Jamie Hepburn: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-29250 on 
5 June 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 

 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): 
To ask the Scottish Government, in light of Close the Gap's briefing, 
Disproportionate disruption: The impact of COVID-19 on women's labour 
market equality, how it is ensuring that policy-making that addresses labour 
market disruption due to COVID-19 focuses on occupational segregation as a 
central aim. 
 

S5W-29248  
 
Jamie Hepburn: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-29250 on  
5 June 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): 
To ask the Scottish Government, in light of Close the Gap's briefing, 
Disproportionate disruption: The impact of COVID-19 on women's labour 
market equality, how it is supporting people who are most exposed to labour 
market disruption, particularly women, who reportedly account for 51.5% of 
those in jobs at risk of high exposure to job disruption. 
 

S5W-29249  
 
Jamie Hepburn: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-29250 on  
5 June 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
guidance was issued to local authorities on the allocation of funding to 
sporting businesses from the Creative or Tourism and Hospitality Enterprises 
Hardship Fund. 
 

S5W-29220  
 
Fiona Hyslop: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many (a) successful and (b) unsuccessful applications have been made by 
sporting businesses to the Creative or Tourism and Hospitality Enterprises 
Hardship Fund, also broken down by local authority area. 
 

S5W-29221  
 
Fiona Hyslop: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many applications it has received from people in 
the cultural sector for support from the Pivotal Enterprise Resilience Fund; 
what the total value of the funding requested was; how many of those 
applications were approved, and what the total value of the awards made 
was. 
 

S5W-29226  
 
Fiona Hyslop: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many applications for support from the Creative, 
Tourism and Hospitality Enterprises Fund it has received; what the total value 
of funding requested was; how many applications were approved, and what 
the total value of the awards made was, also broken down by the (a) creative 
and cultural, (b) tourism and (c) hospitality sector. 
 

S5W-29227  
 
Fiona Hyslop: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government what steps it has taken to raise awareness of the (a) 
Pivotal Enterprise Resilience Fund and (b) Creative, Tourism and Hospitality 
Enterprises Fund. 
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S5W-29228  
 
Fiona Hyslop: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 

Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government, further to the evidence given by Richard Lochhead 
to the Education and Skills Committee on 20 May 2020 regarding the take-up 
of student hardship funding following the COVID-19 outbreak (Official Report, 
c. 31), in light of the minister’s comment that “I hope that, by the end of this 
week or early next week, we will have a report on the take-up so far of the 
hardship funds at institutional level, and on what the institutions are finding 
are the reasons why people are asking for hardship funding”, whether this 
report has been received and, if so, whether it will publish the findings. 
 

S5W-29504  
 
Richard Lochhead: As of 15 May, £837K of the additional £2.2M Higher 
Education Discretionary Funds issued to colleges and universities in April, 
had been spent. 
 
The information provided by institutions focused on the spend on the funds 
rather than the reasons students were requesting support. However, 
anecdotal evidence from Student Awards Agency Scotland shows that the 
demand is centred on a number of reasons, including: 
 
 - Childcare costs 
 - Lack of availability of student employment because of Covid-19 
 - Financial impact of Covid-19 on households 
 - Digital poverty impact on increased remote learning 
 
While there are no plans to publish details of the individual spending by 
institutions, officials will seek to undertake similar exercises throughout the 
rest of the year to continue to monitor spending patterns across the sector. 
 
 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what compensation will be available 
to teachers in schools in Aberdeenshire and across the country who are 
concerned that they might lose a week’s annual leave if the new term 
commences on 11 August 2020. 
 

S5W-29475  
 
John Swinney: There should be no detriment in the number of days’ holiday 
for teachers who have additional working days due to the change in the start 
date for academic session 2020-21. 
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Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government, further to the announcement by the First Minister on 
21 May 2020 that £30 million in funding is to be used to provide laptops for 
disadvantaged children and young people, to enable them to study online, 
whether any of this funding will be used to provide broadband to families 
without a connection. 
 

S5W-29455  
 
John Swinney: Scottish Government officials are working closely with local 
authorities to clearly establish which children and young people are suffering 
from digital exclusion, be that through lack of access to a suitable device, lack 
of access to the internet or both. 
 
To fully support digital inclusion and to ensure that as many pupils as possible 
can stay connected with their schools, teachers and learning, the Scottish 
Government has committed to investing £30m in the provision of digital 
devices and mobile connectivity for those who need it. 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what (a) monitoring and (b) analysis has been undertaken by (a) 
it and (b) its agencies and partners regarding pupil response and engagement 
with schools during the COVID-19 lockdown. 
 

S5W-29418  
 
John Swinney: The Scottish Government has, on a daily basis, been 
monitoring the number of settings/schools/hubs that are open for children and 
young people of keyworkers and/or vulnerable, and how many children and 
young people have been attending these since schools closed. 
 
Research and survey activity is also being undertaken by a range of external 
stakeholders (such as academic institutions, private and voluntary 
organisations, etc.) which cover the UK as a whole, but some which only 
focusses on Scotland. These studies gather evidence directly from children 
and young people, in light of the current covid-19 situation, with regards to 
their thoughts, feelings and experiences during this period (including the 
impact of school closures and home schooling), and contributes to the 
evidence base on which the Scottish Government draws to inform and 
monitor the impact the current situation is having on the lives of children and 
young people. 
 
 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government what risk assessment it undertook of the opening of 
daycare centres during phase 1 of the COVID-19 route map. 
 

S5W-29457 
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John Swinney: The Scottish Government is maintaining a cautious approach 
to changing lockdown measures as outlined in the Route Map and each step 
taken is based on scientific evidence that it is safe to do so. The Framework 
for Decision Making makes clear that we are putting equality and human 
rights at the heart of our response to Covid-19. 
 
We know that the measures currently in place to lower the transmission of the 
virus can themselves cause a wide range of harms. For children who are 
missing early learning and childcare, these may be wide ranging. 
 
Our first priority is, of course, for the safety of staff, parents and children who 
access early learning and childcare settings. While Phase One of the Route 
Map allows for a limited reopening of childminding and fully outdoor childcare 
services, this is conditional upon the scientific and medical advice confirming 
that the reopening of these settings can be done in a manner that is 
consistent with wider efforts to control the reproduction rate and protects all 
those accessing these services. Settings must also have in place a 
comprehensive implementation of complementary public health measures, 
including adhering to ‘test, trace, isolate and support’ practices, the use of 
appropriate personal protective equipment and a range of other enhanced 
hygiene measures. These measures are set out in detail in section five of the 
‘Strategic Framework for Reopening of Schools and ELC Provision’ and in 
addition to this comprehensive guidance was issued to the childminding and 
fully outdoor childcare sectors on 1 June, ahead of reopening. 
 
The full reopening of childcare services is not scheduled to begin until Phase 
Three of the Route Map. At this point all childcare providers will be able to 
reopen their services subject to public health measures. Further guidance will 
be issued to support that on 15 June. 
 
 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government what additional requirements and advice are in place for 
local authorities and parents on the re-opening of daycare centres during 
phase 1 of the COVID-19 route map. 
 

S5W-29458 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government published ‘Strategic Framework for 
Reopening of Schools and ELC Provision’ alongside Scotland’s Route Map on 
21 May. 
 
This puts in place a framework to ensure that children and families can 
access safe, high quality ELC and childcare services as early as it is safe to 
do so. 
 
The Strategic Framework will support both Local Authorities and private and 
third sector providers to identify the capacity available within their settings, 
and if necessary to prioritise access to that capacity. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/excellent-equity-during-covid-19-pandemic-strategic-framework-reopening-schools-early-learning-childcare-provision-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-childminder-services-guidance
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-fully-outdoor-childcare-providers-guidance/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/excellent-equity-during-covid-19-pandemic-strategic-framework-reopening-schools-early-learning-childcare-provision-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/excellent-equity-during-covid-19-pandemic-strategic-framework-reopening-schools-early-learning-childcare-provision-scotland/
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The full reopening of childcare services is not scheduled to begin until Phase 
Three of the Route Map. At this point all childcare providers will be able to 
reopen their services subject to public health measures. 
 
The Critical Childcare and ELC work stream of the Education Recovery 
Group, in collaboration with the newly-established sector working group, will 
now lead the development of a suite of clear operating guidance, supported 
by public health advice. This will ensure that sector specific issues relevant to 
reopening across the early learning and childcare and out of school care 
sectors are addressed in guidance ahead of reopening. Guidance was issued 
to the childminding and fully outdoor childcare sectors on 1 June, ahead of the 
reopening of this part of the sector. 
 
Parent Club Scotland has also created an extensive digital hub to provide 
evidence based advice for parents and carers around coronavirus, which is 
regularly updated with information, advice and resources for parents. This 
includes a new Frequently Asked Questions section which covers for example 
when providers will reopen and safety issues. 
 
 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it can confirm that, on school 
buses, social distancing measures would mean these running at 15% of 
normal capacity, and, if so, whether this means that only 15% of children can 
travel each day; whether, in light of that, and in order to accommodate all 
children, this would require an increase in school transport provision, and, if 
that is the case, which body or bodies would be expected to pay for this, or 
which budgets would be reduced to cross-fund this. 
 

S5W-29437 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government published guidance on physical 
distancing in schools, including school transport, on 28 May. This guidance 
includes advice to schools, local authorities and transport providers on how to 
support physical distancing on school transport. This guidance reflects that 
given in the Transport Transition Plan published on 26 May. Both documents 
emphasise the need for physical distancing and the knock-on effect on 
capacity within public and school transport. The use of alternative, active 
travel routes by school communities is also encouraged where appropriate. 
The Scottish Government is working closely with local authorities and other 
stakeholders through the Education Recovery Group to support the reopening 
of schools. 
 

Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform COmmittee 

Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether, in its next review of lockdown restrictions, it will consider allowing for 
angling that is local to home and socially distanced. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-childminder-services-guidance
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-fully-outdoor-childcare-providers-guidance/
https://www.transport.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/transport-transition-plan/advice-on-how-to-travel-safely/
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S5W-29087  
 
Roseanna Cunningham: The Scottish Government published ‘Coronavirus 
(COVID-19): framework for decision making - Scotland's route map through 
and out of the crisis’ on 21 May, setting out a phased approach to lifting 
lockdown measures.  
 
On 28 May the First Minister announced that due to the evidence on 
suppressing the spread of the virus, we would be moving into Phase 1 of that 
Route Map, in which small and cautious changes would be made to what is 
and isn’t allowed.  
 
As part of Phase 1 the Scottish Government is allowing people to go fishing 
on their own or with a family member, as long as they adhere to physical 
distancing measures. This should be undertaken within the local area, and no 
further than 5 miles from home. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what plans it has to safeguard (a) vulnerable and (b) autistic and 
other neurodivergent people from abuse and exploitation (i) during and (ii) 
following the COVID-19 lockdown. 
 

S5W-29476 

Clare Haughey: To safeguard vulnerable people during the Covid-19 
lockdown guidance for Chief Officers and Adult Protection Committees on 
adult support and protection has been published 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-adult-support-and-
protection-guidance/). The Coronavirus (COVID19) Adult support and 
Protection Guidance provides additional guidance to the Adult Support and 
Protection Code of Practice in relation to the current COVID-19 outbreak and 
its aim is to support local decisions and the development of local guidance 
around safe, effective and proportionate adult support and protection activity 
at this time. 
 
Our ‘Clear Your Head’ campaign https://clearyourhead.scot/ highlights the 
practical things people can do to help them feel better whilst continuing to stay 
at home, acknowledging these are worrying and uncertain times for many. 
Along with a range of tips on how to stay positive, the campaign website 
clearyourhead.scot signposts sources of help and advice including NHS 
Inform, and helplines including NHS24, Breathing Space, SAMH and the 
Samaritans. 
 
In regard to autistic people, we know that the restrictions will have had an 
impact on our mental health and wellbeing, but being autistic may make it 
really difficult to adapt to the changes to routine, and increase levels of 
anxiety. That is why the Scottish Government has provided an additional 
£200,000 of support for Scottish Autism and the National Autistic Society. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-adult-support-and-protection-guidance/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-adult-support-and-protection-guidance/
https://clearyourhead.scot/
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The funding for the National Autistic Society will enable that organisation to 
turn many of its face to face services – for example the social groups it runs – 
into online services. This will help autistic people and parents and carers to 
keep in touch – enabling people who are facing similar challenges to support 
each other, even if they cannot meet each other.  
 
The funding for Scottish Autism is for their Autism Helpline. The helpline is 
already a trusted source of advice and support for people who need it. Our 
funding will increase its capacity to help people, at a time when there is a high 
demand for its services. 
 
During this time we have all been asked to stay at home but unfortunately for 
many people suffering domestic abuse, home is not a safe haven. Support is 
available 24/7 on Scotland’s Domestic Abuse Helpline on 0800 027 1234. We 
have also developed a COVID-19 domestic abuse emergency response to 
maintain delivery of vital services. 
 
We have also provided support to third sector organisations, including an 
additional £1.5 million provided to Scottish Women’s Aid and Rape Crisis 
Scotland. In partnership with People First we have produced a Domestic 
Abuse Easy read guide, including what coercive and controlling behaviour is 
and where people can get help. These documents will be on the safer 
Scotland website soon. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what assessment it has made of the risks to public health and 
wellbeing from associated mental health concerns during the COVID-19 crisis, 
including from alcohol and substance abuse. 
 

S5W-29538  
 
Clare Haughey: Clinical advice and available scientific evidence suggests 
that it is too early to draw conclusions on what the long-term physical and 
mental health impacts of the Coronavirus outbreak will be. However, the 
Scottish Government is undertaking research and acting on the available 
evidence to provide support for those whose mental health may have suffered 
as a result of the Coronavirus outbreak or the necessary restrictions. This 
includes risks to health and wellbeing from problematic use of alcohol or other 
drugs. 
 
In anticipation of potential negative impact on the mental health of the Scottish 
population, the Scottish Government has launched its Clear Your Head 
campaign and invested heavily in services to provide advice and support. 
Since the outbreak, over £6million has gone to initiatives such as expanding 
the NHS24’s Mental Health Hub to a 24/7 service and enhancing its Breathing 
Space helpline and web support services; rolling out the Distress Brief 
Intervention nation-wide; and extending digital therapies through 
computerised and internet-enabled Cognitive Behavioural Therapy. The 
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Scottish Government has also provided an additional £20 million for alcohol 
and drug services in 2020-21 to support people experiencing harm from 
alcohol and other drugs and has provided additional funding for alcohol and 
drugs webchat helplines. 
 
 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government what information and data it holds on the use of do not 
resuscitate (DNR) notices in hospitals. 
 

S5W-29231  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many care homes for groups other than older people or 
people with dementia have had notifiable outbreaks of COVID-19. 
 

S5W-29240  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many tests for COVID-19 have been carried out on people 
with (a) learning disabilities and (b) other support needs who are resident in 
care homes. 
 

S5W-29241  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Social Security and Older People 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many of the 120 Funeral Support Payments that were 
rejected in March 2020 were denied (a) after lockdown and (b) due to failure 
to provide paperwork within a sufficient timescale. 
 

S5W-29465  
 
Shirley-Anne Somerville: Around 35 applications for Funeral Support 
Payment were denied from the date lockdown commenced in Scotland on 23 
March 2020. We do not currently hold data of a sufficient quality to ascertain 
how many of the denied applications were due to failure to provide paperwork 
within a sufficient timescale. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what additional financial support it has provided to CalMac to 
allow it to respond to the financial pressures arising from a loss of customer 
income as a result of COVID-19, and in what form any such support was 
provided. 
 

S5W-29432  
 
Paul Wheelhouse: We are using existing clauses within the Clyde & 
Hebrides Ferry Services contracts to support CalMac in the current 
circumstances. 
 
These emergency measures have been taken to provide support to CalMac to 
allow them to cover costs whilst having lower revenues as a result of Covid-19 
travel restrictions. 
 
At the time of writing, up to £24.7m of emergency support has been approved 
for the Clyde and Hebrides Ferry Services as part of the Accountable Officer 
(AO) Submissions process. 
 
We maintain regular contact with CalMac on the financial impacts on them 
and to ensure we provide appropriate support. The exact figures for financial 
support will not be known until we know what levels of demand are likely to 
use the services as we emerge from lockdown and how well capacity can 
cope with demand. The financial outturn will also be impacted upon by any 
constraints on capacity arising out of the need to maintain physical distancing 
on passenger vessels to protect the health of passengers and crew. 
Therefore, it is likely that further reconciliations will take place at appropriate 
points in the contract. 
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Written questions lodged on 05 June 2020 
(Expected Answer Date: 19 June 2020) 

S5W-29645 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to questions S5W-29285 and S5W-29287 by Ben Macpherson on 3 
June 2020, in light of it not holding this information about the business support 
grants scheme centrally, how it can assess effectively the (a) level of support 
that has been delivered to each industry sector and subsequent properties 
and (b) effectiveness of the scheme and whether there are any gaps in 
support. 
S5W-29666 Alex Rowley: To ask the Scottish Government how regularly 
healthcare workers in COVID-19-free sites are being tested for the virus. 
S5W-29667 Alex Rowley: To ask the Scottish Government what 
provision there is for (a) symptomatic and (b) asymptomatic (i) staff and 
(ii) patients in COVID-19-free sites where cancer diagnostic tests and 
treatments take place to be tested for the virus. 
S5W-29676 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government when the portal 
for local authorities to order COVID-19 tests will be available. 
S5W-29677 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government how local 
authorities will be able to process all the COVID-19 tests each week that will 
be required to routinely test all care home workers and residents. 
S5W-29678 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government how many (a) 
NHS boards and (b) local authorities are currently able to carry out routine 
testing, and what support it is providing to enable them to do so. 
S5W-29684 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government what safety 
measures and guidance it is putting in place to allow self-catering 
accommodation businesses to trade again when it is safe to do so. R 
S5W-29685 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government what 
engagement it has had with local authorities regarding plans to allow self-
catering accommodation businesses to trade again when it is safe to do so. R 
S5W-29686 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government what 
engagement it has had with the Association of Scotland’s Self-Caterers 
regarding plans to allow self-catering accommodation businesses to trade 
again when it is safe to do so. R 
S5W-29687 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
has an indicative date for (a) certain types of and (b) all self-catering 
accommodation to trade again. R 
S5W-29688 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government whether any 
COVID-19 tests have been sent abroad for analysis because of capacity 
issues, and, if so, whether there have been any problems with the results. 
S5W-29689 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
people have died where COVID-19 is the sole cause of death recorded on the 
death certificate. 
S5W-29690 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government whether it is 
aware of reports by the Care Quality Commission in England that problems 
with dispensing drugs during the COVID-19 crisis may be contributing to an 
apparent increase in deaths of people receiving treatment for opiate addiction, 
and, if so, what its response is, and whether it is aware of any similar issues 
arising in Scotland. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29645
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29666
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29667
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29676
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29677
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29678
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29684
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29685
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29686
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29687
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29688
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29689
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29690
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S5W-29691 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
publish an interim report on drug-related deaths to date during the COVID-19 
outbreak. 
S5W-29692 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what 
plans it has to ensure that private hire taxis are fitted with safety screens 
between the driver and passengers to ensure the safety of both during the 
COVID-19 outbreak. 
S5W-29694 Stuart McMillan: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it 
has to ensure that public information on social distancing includes advice on 
recognising the specific challenges for people with visual impairment and 
helping them maintain a distance of two metres from other people. 
S5W-29695 Stuart McMillan: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it 
has to develop and offer guidance to retailers, service providers, public and 
private transport providers and public services, including schools and 
hospitals, to support people with visual impairment to maintain social 
distancing when using their services and accessing their premises. 
 

  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29691
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29692
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29694
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29695
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to 
COVID-19, answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily 
written answer reports, which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by 
keyword, MSP asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by 
date and other filters, through the advanced search function on the 
Parliament’s website here. 

 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

