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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Thursday 4 June 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 4 June can be found on page 26 of this 
document. 
 
Links to Portfolio Questions relating to COVID-19 on 4 June, are 

included at page 25.  

 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 4 June) 
 

Government Initiated Question 

 

Emma Harper (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what steps have been taken to minimise the risk of 
COVID-19 being transmitted in hospitals, and what reports it has received 
regarding such incidents. 
 

S5W-29638  
 
Jeane Freeman: Evidence from the progress of the COVID-19 pandemic 
highlights that there is a risk of the virus spreading where people are grouped 
together in enclosed spaces, like hospitals.  
 
The NHS has been alive to this risk and has taken steps to minimise risks of 
transmission. These steps have included strict adherence to Infection 
Prevention and Control (IPC) guidance, the wide use of appropriate PPE, 
frequent hand washing, decontamination of the care environment and 
physical distancing between staff, where this is possible. Efforts have been 
made in particular to establish and enforce separation between COVID-19 
and non-COVID-19 areas of hospitals, and the direction of patients to different 
routes has been adapted to take account of developing evidence in relation to 
symptoms.  
 
Visits to patients have also been restricted to those that are considered 
essential. These include a birth partner during childbirth; to a person receiving 
end-of-life care; to support someone with a mental health issue such as 
dementia, a disability or autism where not being present would cause the 
patient to be distressed; and, to accompany a child in hospital. Visiting times 
are managed to ensure social distancing and prevent accumulation of visitors 
in the ward, and visitors must adhere to strict hand and respiratory hygiene. 
 
Work also continues to enhance the effectiveness of action taken to minimise 
risks of hospital transmission. A sub group of the Chief Medical Officer’s 
COVID-19 Advisory Group is examining domestic and international evidence 
to consider new steps that might be taken. The Government expects to make 
an announcement shortly about the additional circumstances in which health 
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care workers might be tested for the virus. Consideration is also being given 
to how to enhance measures to limit transmission in non-clinical areas of 
hospitals. The group is also developing recommendations in relation to wider 
patient admission screening.These efforts will be of particular importance as 
the NHS seeks to both continue suppressing the virus but also begin to re-
commence elective surgery and other activity that was paused as priority was 
given to ensuring sufficient capacity existed to cope with patients suffering 
from COVID-19. 
 
Where outbreaks have occurred steps are taken quickly to seek to determine 
the source of transmission and to curtail it, and management of incidents can 
often involve the temporary closure of wards, or part of a ward. Infection 
prevention and control has been and remains a priority for NHS Scotland, in 
all settings. 
 
NHS Boards have been reporting incidents that have involved COVID-19 
appearing outside the dedicated ward areas. Reports of incidents first arose in 
mid-March (from 18 March) and increased in line with the trend of the 
community outbreak. Reports of incidents have been declining since the 
beginning of May.  
 
In the period up to 3 June, Health Boards reported to Health Protection 
Scotland (HPS) a total of 125 incidents involving COVID-19 cases outside the 
COVID-19 wards. Of these incidents, 120 are now classified as closed. 
Incidents are classified as closed by Health Boards when there is no evidence 
of continuing transmission taking into account possible contacts and the 
incubation period of the virus. Some incidents are also closed where there are 
sufficient isolation facilities or where COVID-19 positive patients are 
transferred to COVID-19 wards. 
 
These reports constitute incidents of suspected transmission in hospitals. 
Because of the varying incubation period of COVID-19 it will have been the 
case that some patients admitted have not presented with symptoms on 
admission but will have already acquired the virus in the community. 

 

 

Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 

 

Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many community organisations made applications to the 
Supporting Communities Fund, and when the application process will open for 
the next £10 million available. 
 

S5W-29202  
 
Aileen Campbell: The Supporting Communities Fund has, as of 27 May 
2020, approved funding for 325 organisations. A list of those organisations is 
available on the SCVO Coronavirus Third Sector Information Hub at: 
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https://scvo.org.uk/support/coronavirus/funding/scottish-
government/supporting-communities-fund 
 
I refer the member to my response to S5W-29197 on 4 June 2020 which 
clarifies how the Fund has been distributed. 
 
All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what role SCVO has in allocating grants from the Supporting 
Communities Fund. 
 

S5W-29201  
 
Aileen Campbell: SCVO has not been involved in allocating grants from the 
Supporting Communities Fund. SCVO has, however, included information on 
the Fund within its online Coronavirus Third Sector Information Hub: 
https://scvo.org.uk/support/coronavirus/funding/scottish-
government/supporting-communities-fund 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what involvement COSLA had in allocating the first tranche of 
funding, and will have in allocating the second tranche of funding, from the 
Supporting Communities Fund. 
 

S5W-29200  
 
Aileen Campbell: The £40m Supporting Communities Fund is a Scottish 
Government fund aimed at local community groups supporting people in their 
communities impacted by COVID-19. The fund is being targeted through 
community anchor organisations, utilising and building upon the knowledge 
and experience of delivering community regeneration funding working with our 
community development and community regeneration partners. We have 
approved Supporting Communities Funding for 325 community anchor 
organisations to date, totalling £12.921m.  
 
We are in regular discussion with COSLA about the funding and will continue 
to engage with them and partners including Third Sector Interfaces and Local 
Authorities to gauge and address any gaps in support. We have worked 
closely with COSLA and local authorities over a number of years to target 
investment and support to disadvantaged communities across Scotland, 
which in turn has enabled us to be in a strong position to make use of existing 
relationships to channel funding. 
 
 

https://scvo.org.uk/support/coronavirus/funding/scottish-government/supporting-communities-fund
https://scvo.org.uk/support/coronavirus/funding/scottish-government/supporting-communities-fund
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
https://scvo.org.uk/support/coronavirus/funding/scottish-government/supporting-communities-fund
https://scvo.org.uk/support/coronavirus/funding/scottish-government/supporting-communities-fund
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Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what criteria were used to allocate the first tranche of funding 
from the Supporting Communities Fund, and what criteria it will use to allocate 
the second tranche. 
 

S5W-29197  
 
Aileen Campbell: I announced the Supporting Communities Fund (SCF) on  
18 March 2020 as part of a package of £350 million investment to support 
local communities and households in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
This overall investment has comprised of a range of funds to be delivered 
using a combination of approaches to ensure that resource is mobilised 
quickly to the places and people where it is needed. 
 
Through our partners/intermediaries we identified community anchor 
organisations (CAOs) that could maximise the impact of SCF, ensuring 
funding is quickly and effectively allocated to grassroots and small community 
based groups. CAOs include charities, voluntary organisations, community 
controlled housing associations, and social enterprises based in Scotland and 
delivering services/activities in Scottish communities. 
 
Approvals for SCF allocations have been based on proposals invited from 
CAOs. The fund has not been operated on an open bid basis. A degree of 
flexibility is maintained, rather than committing to a rigid distribution 
methodology. This is especially important given the degree of uncertainty 
around how coronavirus will continue to impact society. 
 
A second phase of the funding has already commenced, and we are engaging 
with an extended group of partners including Third Sector Interfaces and 
Local Authorities to help address where there may be gaps in current 
provision and where there remains a need for support. Additional guidance to 
support these partners will be provided as needed to support this next phase 
of the fund, which will include information to support signposting community 
organisations to the support available locally and through the fund. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will publish equality monitoring information on the 
grants allocated to date by the Supporting Communities Fund. 
 

S5W-29199  
 
Aileen Campbell: We are considering equalities issues through the approval 
process and through work to identify gaps in funding. We are also considering 
how best to make equalities information available as part of our overall 
monitoring of the fund. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the monitoring and evaluation process is for monies 
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allocated to support community projects from the Supporting Communities 
Fund. 
 

S5W-29196  
 
Aileen Campbell: The Supporting Communities Fund has, as of 27 May 
2020, approved funding for over 325 community anchor organisations (CAOs) 
across Scotland, who in turn can distribute funds to a wider network of 
community groups. 
 
The CAOs are required to provide a proportionate level of reporting both 
during and after the funding period. This will involve at least one progress 
monitoring report followed by an evaluation report capturing the overall use of 
funding and outcomes. Documented evidence of expenditure will be required 
for our audit and accounting purposes.  
 
The partner organisations supporting the CAOs can request an update if 
required on how activity is progressing against proposed activity in the 
application. 
 
 
Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government when it will update its document, Coronavirus (COVID-19): 
guidance on moving home. 
 

S5W-29480  
 
Kevin Stewart: The Scottish Government published guidance on moving 
home during the COVID-19 (Coronavirus) outbreak on 31 March and this 
guidance is still in force: https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-
19-guidance-moving-home/. 
 
A relaxation of restrictions on home moves is anticipated in phase 2 of the 
recovery plan, as set out in Scotland’s route map through and out of the crisis, 
published on 21 May. Supplementary guidance on how the first two phases of 
Scottish Government's route map apply to the housing market and home 
moves was published on 28 May: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-moving-
home-supplementary/. 
 
The Scottish Government will issue revised guidance to replace Coronavirus 
(COVID-19): guidance on moving home before phase 2 begins. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 

 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it will enforce the regulations regarding returning to work 
following the COVID-19 lockdown period. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-moving-home/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-moving-home/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-moving-home-supplementary/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-moving-home-supplementary/
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S5W-29348  
 
Fiona Hyslop: Enforcement of the Health Protection (Coronavirus) 
(Restrictions) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 (“the Coronavirus Regulations”) is 
the responsibility of local authorities and Police Scotland. We are working 
closely with them and the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) to ensure a 
joined up approach to the enforcement and monitoring of workplace public 
health measures. 
 
To support this we are working with local authorities to identify ways to 
increase the capacity of environmental health services and exploring other 
options to support worker and consumer confidence. These include working 
with the STUC, who plan to allocate part of the ongoing Scottish Government 
funding for Scottish Union Learning to support projects which will facilitate 
relevant training for existing trade union health and safety reps, and will 
extend capacity in that specialism. 
 
We will work with the regulators to ensure that there is effective advice and 
guidance in place to support employers meet their obligations and create 
safer workplaces for all, and released a joint statement on 26 May to this 
effect; https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-work-
places-statement/  
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what regional economic impact assessment it has made of the 
COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-29346  
 
Fiona Hyslop: COVID-19 is the biggest challenge we have faced in our 
lifetime and the measures we are taking to deal with it reflect its magnitude. 
 
This is first and foremost a public health crisis and that is our primary focus. 
However, the health responses required and the global impact of this has 
meant that this is now an economic crisis also. 
 
The economic impact of the pandemic and measures to reduce its spread 
should be temporary but significant. Scottish Government analysis shows that 
there could be a 33% fall in GDP during the current period of physical 
distancing. 
 
Regional exposure to the impacts from COVID-19 will vary due to the varied 
composition of industrial, workforce and wider population structures and we 
will continue to examine regional impacts to ensure that the specific needs of 
Scotland’s regions are supported.  
 
We are liaising closely with local authorities on the impact of COVID-19, and 
the wider action required to enable recovery in their local communities and 
wider regions.  

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-work-places-statement/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-work-places-statement/
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Alexander Stewart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government for what reason it has 
recommended delaying the reopening of businesses in the (a) housebuilding 
and (b) clothing and textile sector until the second phase of its route map for 
exiting the COVID-19 lockdown. 
 

S5W-29305 

Fiona Hyslop: Our assessment of which sectors and types of working could 
open at this time has taken into account which sectors incur a lower risk of 
transmission as well as the ease of implementing physical distancing. It has 
also taken into account the low level of interdependencies, with other sectors 
of the economy as well as against the binding constraints of transport and 
school capacity. At this point, those types of working which have met these 
criteria as well as the three pillars of safe working will reopen as part of the 
phased release. Scotland’s route map through and out of the crisis sets out 
the phased return for other sectors of the economy.  
 
The health and safety of the people of Scotland is our top priority. Our 
manufacturing sector guidance (published 26 May), notes that due to the 
increased risk of the transmission of coronavirus, indoor non-essential 
manufacturing is not expected to resume until phase 2, with preparatory work 
for ensuring physical distancing and enhanced hygiene measures able to take 
place during phase 1. 
 
We want to get the housing market moving as soon as it is safe to do so but 
we will only act in line with the medical and scientific evidence and advice 
specific to the pandemic in Scotland. As set out in the route map, in Phase 1 
we are preparing for the safe reopening of the housing market and, in phase 
2, we anticipate a relaxation of restrictions on home moves. The Scottish 
Government’s Coronavirus (COVID-19): guidance on moving home 
(published 31 March) remains in force during phase 1. On 28 May, we issued 
a short supplementary guidance note on how phases 1 and 2 in the Scottish 
Government’s route map apply to the housing market and home moves. 
 
We have also signalled that the construction sector could implement the first 
two phases in its restart plan in phase 1 of the route map, with a decision to 
move to 'phase 2-soft start' of the construction sector's plan only after 
consulting with government to ensure it is safe to do so and in line with public 
health advice. 
 
Jeremy Balfour (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government, further to the announcement by the First 
Minister on 19 May 2020 of £33 million of funding to help people get back into 
work, how much of this will be given to the Fair Start Scotland employment 
service, and where the remaining funding is being allocated. 
 

       S5W-29461  

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-framework-decision-making-scotlands-route-map-through-out-crisis/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-manufacturing-sector-guidance/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-moving-home/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-moving-home-supplementary
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Jamie Hepburn: The Scottish Budget announced in February 2020, 
demonstrated the Scottish Governments ongoing commitment to helping 
those furthest from the labour market move towards and into work. In 2020-21 
we are continuing to invest more than £33 million to support those who are 
most vulnerable to the adverse impacts of the current pandemic, which will be 
essential in supporting Scotland’s economic recovery. 
 
The funding includes continued delivery of Fair Start Scotland, which has an 
increased budget this year, from £20m in 2019-20 to £21.48m reflecting the 
maturity of the service as we move into the third year of delivery. 
 
The remainder of the funding will support other employability services 
including No One Left Behind, Community Jobs Scotland, Delivering Your 
Potential and Our Future Now.  
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 

Mark Ruskell (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-28306 by John 
Swinney on 29 April 2020, what steps it will take to collect data from local 
authorities on the use of critical provision for school and early learning during 
the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-28822  
 
John Swinney: The Scottish Government has been collecting daily 
information from local authorities in relation to the provision of support for 
children and young people through hubs since March 2020. The Vulnerable 
Children Report, published on 15 May, contained some of the information 
gathered through these returns from the 27th of March until 14 May. The 
report is available from 
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/researc
h-and-analysis/2020/05/vulnerable-children-report-15-may-2020-scottish-
government-and-solace/documents/vulnerable-children-report/vulnerable-
children-report/govscot%3Adocument/vulnerable-children-report.pdf. 
 
It is intended that beginning next week, further information from these returns 
in relation to the provision of support through hubs will be published on a 
weekly basis. 
 
 
Jamie Halcro Johnston (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many pupils who 
would normally access children's services have not been in contact with either 
any of its agencies' or the local authority since schools were closed due to 
COVID-19. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/research-and-analysis/2020/05/vulnerable-children-report-15-may-2020-scottish-government-and-solace/documents/vulnerable-children-report/vulnerable-children-report/govscot%3Adocument/vulnerable-children-report.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/research-and-analysis/2020/05/vulnerable-children-report-15-may-2020-scottish-government-and-solace/documents/vulnerable-children-report/vulnerable-children-report/govscot%3Adocument/vulnerable-children-report.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/research-and-analysis/2020/05/vulnerable-children-report-15-may-2020-scottish-government-and-solace/documents/vulnerable-children-report/vulnerable-children-report/govscot%3Adocument/vulnerable-children-report.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/research-and-analysis/2020/05/vulnerable-children-report-15-may-2020-scottish-government-and-solace/documents/vulnerable-children-report/vulnerable-children-report/govscot%3Adocument/vulnerable-children-report.pdf


9 
 

S5W-29178  
 
Maree Todd: Following an agreement led by SOLACE, local partnerships are 
providing weekly data to the Scottish Government on what is happening 
locally across children’s services partnerships during the current pandemic 
crisis. This dataset includes information about how many children with multi-
agency plans have been contacted by a professional in health, education, 
social work or third sector services in the last week.  
 
In the most recent data returned, all 32 local authorities provided this 
information, reporting that there had been contact, in the last week, with 
29,782 children which is 71% of the total number of children reported to have 
a multi-agency plan. It is not possible to report whether any of the children 
with a multi-agency plan have had no contact with services since schools 
closed.  
 
Further information about the data from local partnerships and other available 
intelligence relating to vulnerable children and young people is detailed in the 
reports published on the Scottish Government website in April and May: 
 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/supporting-vulnerable-children-young-
people-data-intelligence-report/ 
 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/vulnerable-children-report-15-2020-scottish-
government-solace/ 
 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government what discussions it has had with outdoor education 
providers, including residential providers, regarding the easing of lockdown 
restrictions. 
 

S5W-29335  
 
John Swinney: Scottish Government officials met a number of outdoor 
learning stakeholders on 29 May including: Girlguiding Scotland; The Boys’ 
Brigade; Scouts Scotland; the Outward Bound Trust; Scottish Outdoor 
Education Centres and the Association of Heads of Outdoor Education 
Centres, all of which are involved in the running of outdoor residential centres.  
 
Discussions focused on the support that can be provided to the outdoor 
learning sector at this time. This included keeping the sector informed of 
education recovery work in an effort to ensure providers can adapt their offer 
appropriately and ultimately support the re-opening of schools and other 
education establishments. 
 
 
Ross Greer (West Scotland) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it will distribute the laptops and tablets for disadvantaged 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/supporting-vulnerable-children-young-people-data-intelligence-report/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/supporting-vulnerable-children-young-people-data-intelligence-report/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/vulnerable-children-report-15-2020-scottish-government-solace/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/vulnerable-children-report-15-2020-scottish-government-solace/
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children that it recently announced funding for, and how it will identify 
eligibility. 
 

S5W-29299  
 
John Swinney: The Scottish Government has moved quickly to procure an 
initial tranche of devices and connectivity solutions in the face of huge global 
demand for digital technology which has impacted international supply chains. 
 
There is no single dataset that articulates which learners are digitally 
excluded. Local authorities, schools and teachers themselves know their 
pupils and families best and officials are working closely with Cosla, SOLACE 
and ADES to determine who is most in need and how best to get the 
necessary support to them. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will increase the capacity of the local authority 
environmental health services to help enforce the regulations following the 
COVID-19 lockdown period. 
 

S5W-29349  
 
Fiona Hyslop: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-29348 on  
4 June 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Finance 

Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
financial support has been allocated to local authorities to support local sports 
clubs and community groups that are facing hardship as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-29219  
 
Kate Forbes: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-29218 on 4 
June 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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support is available during the COVID-19 pandemic to sports clubs that are 
liable to pay rent for sports facilities from local authorities. 
 

S5W-29218  
 
Kate Forbes: The Scottish Government, in conjunction with sportscotland, 
will continue to work closely with all partners to understand their specific 
circumstances in supporting community sport to mitigate the impact of 
COVID-19 and will consider these as part of our ongoing commitment to 
determine what further support might be needed. We are helping sporting 
organisations and groups to access the various funding streams available for 
community sport organisations which can be found on the COVID-19 
dedicated pages on the sportscotland website. Particularly, the job retention 
scheme, non-domestic rates relief and the third sector resilience fund. 
 
sportscotland have communicated to all Scottish governing bodies of sport 
and local partners that they will receive six months of their annual investment 
in April/May, totalling £16.4m. They have also relaxed the usual targets or 
outcomes they would normally attach to this funding. This will allow recipients 
to mitigate the worst of the immediate impact on their operations, protect jobs, 
and continue to support their clubs and communities. 
 
Further to these, we have introduced a 100 per cent rate relief for non-
domestic properties in the Retail, Hospitality, Leisure and Airport (RHLA) 
sectors in 2020-21. Sports clubs may be eligible if they occupy premises 
wholly or mainly used for purposes set out in The Non-Domestic Rates 
(Coronavirus Reliefs) (Scotland) Regulations 2020. 
 
Further, sports clubs may also be eligible for other reliefs offered by the 
Scottish Government, for instance charitable rates relief or sports relief. As at 
31 May 2019, 1,760 properties were in receipt of sports club relief and this led 
to a reduction in their rates bills of £15.5 million. 
 
Additional support for sports clubs is available through the Business Support 
Grant Scheme. This includes the Small Business Grant for small sports clubs 
in receipt of the Small Business Bonus Scheme (SBBS), or eligible for the 
SBBS but in receipt of sports relief or charitable rates relief. £10,000 may be 
available on the first eligible property, and 75% grants (£7,500) may be 
available on each additional property.  
 
From 8 June the upper rateable value threshold for retail, hospitality or leisure 
(RHL) properties with individual rateable values of up to £18,000 each will 
also be extended: currently at £51,000 for all RHL, will be increased to a 
cumulative value of £500,000. 
 
Businesses in the Retail, Hospitality and Leisure sectors, operating in a 
premises with a rateable value between £18,001 and £51,000, will be eligible 
for a £25,000 grant on their first eligible property, and grants of £18,750 will 
be available on any additional qualifying properties that a ratepayer may have.  
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The funding for business support provided to local authorities is not broken 
down by sector or business type. We have increased our 2020-21 General 
Revenue Grant by £972 million to offset the reduction in business rates 
income resulting from our package of support for businesses through rates 
reliefs, effectively underwriting their income stream. The Scottish Government 
has allocated £1.17 billion to the funding for the Business Grant Support 
Scheme. 
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
grant support it provides to businesses that are experiencing financial difficulty 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, but which do not possess a rateable value. 
 

S5W-29217  
 
Kate Forbes: From the outset of this pandemic the Scottish Government has 
endeavoured to provide support across all sectors of our economy, and to 
ensure that it is distributed in the most equitable way possible whilst 
addressing some of the specific sectoral and geographical issues in 
Scotland’s macro economy. 
 
The Business Grant Support Scheme is aimed at helping keep companies in 
business and promoting economic recovery. Eligibility to the grant scheme is 
linked to the non-domestic rates system because it is the fastest, most 
effective way to reach businesses. 
 
Depending on the circumstances, businesses may be eligible to apply for 
support measures such as furloughing staff through the Coronavirus Job 
Retention Scheme. 
 
In addition to grant funding the Coronavirus Bounce Back Loan scheme offers 
eligible small and medium-sized businesses with loans of between £2,000 
and £50,000. The loans are backed by the UK Government and there are no 
fees, interest charges or repayments due for the first 12 months, with loan 
terms of up to 6 years. 
 
Another avenue of support is the Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan 
Scheme (CBILS), which aims to support small and medium sized businesses, 
including limited companies, to access finance of up to £5 million for up to 6 
years. Applications are made through approved commercial lenders and 
backed by the UK Government’s British Business Bank. 
 
Some businesses do not qualify for any government schemes which is why 
we committed a further £185 million of additional grant support for small and 
medium-sized businesses and the newly self-employed. 
 
The range of business support is kept under review and up to date information 
is available online at findbusinesssupport.gov.scot. 
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Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): 
To ask the Scottish Government how it determined the proportion of income 
made up by self-catered accommodation as the qualifying threshold for 
business support in response to the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-29213  
 
Kate Forbes: Self-catering accommodation and caravans are considered 
eligible for grant funding if receipts represent a primary source (for example, 
one third or more) of earnings for the ratepayer and the property has been let 
out for 140 days or more in financial year 2019-20. 
 
This proportion of income was determined as a proxy for “primary” source of 
earnings in order to ensure that the Business Support Grant Fund is only 
available to genuine self-catering businesses. 
 
The Barclay Review of Non-Domestic Rates identified that an avoidance tactic 
used by some property owners to avoid payment of council tax on second 
homes is to claim that the property has moved from domestic use (liable for 
council tax) to non-domestic use as a self-catering property (and liable for 
non-domestic rates). An application is made for the Small Business Bonus 
Scheme and no rates are payable so the contribution to local services 
becomes zero. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the ministerial statement on finance on 5 May 
2020, how much each local authority subsequently proposed they would need 
from the £155 million of Barnett consequentials to meet their funding needs. 
 

S5W-29216 

Kate Forbes: I wrote to the Convention of Scotlands Local Authorities 
(COSLA) on 26 May to confirm that, in line with a request from COSLA 
Leaders, the allocation of the £155 million consequentials will be based on the 
normal distribution formula Grant Aided Expenditure (GAE) plus Special 
Islands Needs Allowance (SINA). Details of the allocations, which will be 
added to the General Revenue Grant payments to local authorities as soon as 
possible are set out in the following table. 
 

LOCAL AUTHORITY ALLOCATION £ MILLION 

Aberdeen City 5.448 

Aberdeenshire 7.451 

Angus 3.371 

Argyll & Bute 2.776 

Clackmannanshire 1.442 

Dumfries & Galloway 4.588 
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Dundee City 4.307 

East Ayrshire 3.532 

East Dunbartonshire 3.229 

East Lothian 2.991 

East Renfrewshire 3.059 

Edinburgh, City of 12.122 

Eilean Siar 1.189 

Falkirk 4.485 

Fife 10.563 

Glasgow City 17.347 

Highland 7.357 

Inverclyde 2.321 

Midlothian 2.606 

Moray 2.644 

North Ayrshire 4.104 

North Lanarkshire 9.863 

Orkney Islands 1.085 

Perth & Kinross 4.272 

Renfrewshire 5.059 

Scottish Borders 3.409 

Shetland Islands 1.204 

South Ayrshire 3.265 

South Lanarkshire 9.234 

Stirling 2.720 

West Dunbartonshire 2.729 

West Lothian 5.228 

Scotland 155.000 

 
Finlay Carson (Galloway and West Dumfries) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
setting up a national appeals process to decide on non-domestic rates grants 
disputes between claimants and local authorities. 

 

        S5W-29189  

 

Kate Forbes: The criteria for the Business Support Grant Scheme are based 
in large part on property use and rateable value, which are determined by 
independent Scottish Assessors who are responsible for the valuation of all 
non-domestic property in Scotland. Ratepayers can challenge their property 
valuation through an independent statutory appeals process in certain 
circumstances and within timescales prescribed in statute. 
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The Business Support Grant Scheme is administered by local authorities. If 
an individual is unhappy with a decision in relation to an application for a 
support grant then they should raise that with their local authority in the first 
instance, and where possible provide any further relevant information that 
may be necessary to satisfy the council that the established criteria have 
been met. Any individual that is unhappy with the outcome of this process 
may also approach the Scottish Public Services Ombudsman, if they believe 
there has been maladministration, or seek a judicial review of the local 
authority’s decision if they have grounds to do so. 

 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 

 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many care homes have had their 
registration cancelled by the Care Inspectorate in each year since 2007 due 
to a failure to achieve standards, and how many such failures have been 
recorded since the start of the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-29131  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to review the quality indicators 
in the Care Inspectorate document, A quality framework for care homes for 
older people, to ensure there is appropriate emphasis on infection control, 
and what its position is on whether the comment in the paper that “the primary 
purpose of the quality framework is to support services to self evaluate”, is 
sufficient to ensure the health and wellbeing of residents. 
 

S5W-29132  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it plans to review its funding to (a) local 
authorities and (b) care home operators to ensure that residential and nursing 
care services fully meet infection control and hygiene standards. 
 

S5W-29134  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Jeremy Balfour (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, how it is 
working with (a) birth practitioners and (b) medical staff to ensure that 
people’s rights regarding how and where they give birth are upheld. 
 

S5W-29151  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jeremy Balfour (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what it is doing to support homebirths during the 
COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-29152  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jeremy Balfour (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what its position is on contracting and training 
independent midwives, maternity assistants and doulas or volunteers to help 
alleviate pressures on maternity units during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-29154  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jeremy Balfour (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what advice it has given to NHS boards 
regarding the attendance of birthing partners in (a) labour, (b) antenatal and 
(c) postnatal wards during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-29155  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S5W-28698 by Jeane Freeman on 18 May 
2020, in which it confirmed that it does not hold information on the number of 
people who may have died after being discharged from hospital, whether it is 
able to obtain such information from other sources, and, if so, whether it will 
provide this information. 
 

S5W-29203  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 



17 
 

 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S5W-28658 by Jeane Freeman on 18 May 
2020, on what date it was advised by (a) its and (b) the UK advisory group on 
COVID-19 that there should be a lockdown in response to the outbreak. 
 

S5W-29204  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whose decision it was not to continue with its test, trace and isolate policy in 
mid-March 2020. 
 

S5W-29205  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S5W-28539 by Joe FitzPatrick 
on 13 May 2020, how much additional funding it has provided the Scottish 
Ambulance Service in response to the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-29209  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S5W-28544 by Joe FitzPatrick 
on 13 May 2020, how many care homes (a) were issued with an improvement 
notice, (b) had conditions applied to their registration and (c) had their 
registration cancelled by the Care Inspectorate between 1 January and 31 
December 2019. 
 

S5W-29210  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will publish the data and methodology that it used to 
underpin the Silver Swan pandemic planning exercise. 
 

S5W-29350  
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John Swinney: The data used for the exercise was a scenario involving a 
strain of influenza which affected under 25’s and the modelling was provided 
by Health Protection Scotland colleagues.   
 
The methodology took the form of two table top exercises – one featuring the 
Health & Social Care response to an influenza pandemic and the other 
focusing on the additional deaths resulting from the pandemic. These were 
conducted over several locations across Scotland enabling over 600 people 
to participate and discuss the issues. The exercise report was published via 
SPICe following an earlier request. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): 
To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to reported claims that 
the only mention of hospital dormitory wards in response to the COVID-19 
outbreak is on the RCPsych website, and that the advice for infection control 
is vague and brief. 
 

S5W-29449 

Clare Haughey: Health Protection Scotland (HPS) has detailed infection 
prevention and control guidance for COVID-19 for a wide range of healthcare 
settings. Guidance for hospital dormitory wards can be found within the Novel 
coronavirus (COVID-19) Guidance for primary care and secondary care 
documents: 
https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-guidance-for-
primary-care/ 
https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-guidance-for-
secondary-care/ 
 
Additionally, all health and social care workers should follow infection 
prevention and control measures set out in the National Infection Prevention 
and Control Manual http://www.nipcm.scot.nhs.uk/ 
National Clinical Guidance for Nursing and AHP Community Health Staff 
during COVID-19 Pandemic has also been issued and applies to dormitory 
wards here 
 
In addition, Scottish Ministers recently wrote to NHS boards, IJBs, local 
authorities and local mental health services leads, setting out principles for 
mental health services during the pandemic. This guidance is designed to 
support active local decision making and promote consistency to provide safe, 
person-centred and effective service responses for people using NHS and 
local authority social care services during Covid-19 mobilisation 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-principles-for-mental-
health-services---letter-from-minister-for-mental-health/. 
 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what consideration it has given to permitting 

https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-guidance-for-primary-care/
https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-guidance-for-primary-care/
https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-guidance-for-secondary-care/
https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-guidance-for-secondary-care/
http://www.nipcm.scot.nhs.uk/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/advice-and-guidance/2020/04/coronavirus-covid-19-nursing-and-community-health-staff-guidance/documents/coronavirus-covid-19-nursing-and-community-health-staff-clinical-guidelines/coronavirus-covid-19-nursing-and-community-health-staff-clinical-guidelines/govscot%3Adocument/Covid-19%2B-%2BNational%2BClinical%2BGuidance%2Bfor%2BNursing%2Band%2BAHP%2BCommunity%2BHealth%2BStaff%2B-%2B17%2BApril%2B2020.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-principles-for-mental-health-services---letter-from-minister-for-mental-health/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-principles-for-mental-health-services---letter-from-minister-for-mental-health/
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maritime activities such as recreational (a) boating, (b) fishing and (c) sailing 
to resume, given COVID-19 restrictions. 
 

S5W-29414  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government and sportscotland have been 
working with partners on how sporting activities can safely re-start as 
restrictions are eased. As on Friday 29 May 2020, we have now entered 
phase 1 which allows some outdoor activities to start. Activities such as 
boating, fishing and sailing are now permitted providing participants follow 
physical distancing guidelines, adhere to the travel guidance of 5 miles and 
follow the clear guidance in place from the Governing Bodies of those 
activities. 
 
Sea angling from the shore is allowed as is sea angling from private boats 
with members of the same household. However, because of challenges with 
physical distancing rules in a confined space, this does not extend to fishing 
from charterboats. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what support is in place for the mental health of people who are 
shielding from COVID-19. 
 

S5W-29541  
 
Clare Haughey: The letter issued by the Chief Medical Officer, advising 
people to shield, provided advice on what people could do to keep mentally 
active, to look after their mental well-being while they are shielding.  
 
It also signposted people to additional advice and support from the NHS 
Inform advice, and the Breathing Space websites. 
 
On 28 March the Scottish Government announced a further £3.8 million to 
begin to increase the capacity of NHS 24’s telephone and online services to 
cope with further demand from callers experiencing mental health problems 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
The Scottish Government’s Our ‘Clear Your Head’ campaign 
https://clearyourhead.scot/ highlights the practical things people can do to 
help them feel better whilst continuing to stay at home, acknowledging these 
are worrying and uncertain times for many. Along with a range of tips on how 
to stay positive, the campaign website signposts sources of help and advice 
including NHS Inform, and helplines including NHS24, Breathing Space, 
SAMH and the Samaritans. 
 
 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many letters have been sent by each NHS board to 

https://clearyourhead.scot/
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people who are shielding during the COVID-19 outbreak, and how many are 
letters are still outstanding. 
 

S5W-29297 

John Swinney: Public Health Scotland issues shielding letters on behalf of 
the NHS Boards. 
 
The following table provides information on the number of individuals who 
have been sent shielding letters by area of residence. 
 
Letters are sent as people who should shield are identified. 
 
Number of individuals sent Shielding letters by area of residence (as at 26th 
May 2020) 

Scotland 189,195 

NHS Ayrshire and Arran 15,974 

NHS Borders 4,729 

NHS Dumfries and Galloway 5,877 

NHS Fife 11,963 

NHS Forth Valley 11,959 

NHS Grampian 19,537 

NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde 41,643 

NHS Highland 11,618 

NHS Lanarkshire 23,892 

NHS Lothian 25,753 

NHS Orkney 873 

NHS Shetland 952 

NHS Tayside 13,575 

NHS Western Isles 850 

  

Source: Public Health Scotland  

 
Notes: 
 

• Figures exclude individuals with an area of residence recorded as 
outwith Scotland. 

• Figures include individuals who have died and those flagged for 
removal from the shielding list. 

Individuals may be flagged for removal for a number of reasons including 
false positive identification, having moved away or no longer requiring to 
shield following discussion with a clinician. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many people with learning disabilities or other support 
needs have died from COVID-19-related conditions in care homes, and many 
of these are for groups other than older people or people with dementia. 
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S5W-29239  
 
Clare Haughey: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-28973 on  
19 May 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
This is also the position for deaths in care homes. 
 
 
Jeremy Balfour (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what guidelines it has set out regarding online 
mental health counselling during the COVID-19 outbreak; what easing of 
these guidelines has taken place or is planned, and whether it expects the 
people providing these services to carry out any specific training. 
 

S5W-29235  
 
Clare Haughey: The term counselling covers a wide range of therapeutic 
approaches. Some of these are highly defined and regulated (e.g. counselling 
psychologists), whereas others are not. Some counselling is delivered by 
therapists who are registered with a professional organisation that has been 
accredited by the Professional Standards Authority (PSA). This means they 
have met the PSA's required professional standards to practise. The Scottish 
Government expects counselling professionals providing online mental health 
counselling during the COVID-19 outbreak to follow the guidance of their 
relevant professional organisation and to be trained to the level required by 
that organisation. Any variation of guidance or training requirements for 
practicing as a registered member of the professional counselling organisation 
is a matter for the professional organisation. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): 
To ask the Scottish Government for what reason there are no specific rules to 
review detention promptly for people who remain in hospital dormitory wards 
during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-29450  
 
Clare Haughey: Scottish mental health legislation is based on rights and 
principles as laid out within the Mental Health (Care and Treatment) 
(Scotland) Act 2003. These include that any function should be carried out for 
the maximum benefit, with minimum necessary restriction and having regard 
to the views of the patient. The 2003 Act clearly sets out the duty to keep a 
patient’s detention status under review and like all other patient safeguards 
remain in place. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what personal protective equipment (PPE) has 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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been provided to help support retirement and sheltered housing providers in 
response to the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-28584  
 
 
Clare Haughey: The safety of our essential frontline care workforce is an 
absolute priority, and we are continuously looking to improve the supply and 
distribution of PPE that is so vital in the fight against COVID-19. This is 
irrespective of whether those workers work in sheltered housing, retirement 
homes, in people’s own homes or in residential and nursing care.  
 
In both the private and public sectors the supply of PPE for social care is 
primarily the responsibility of social care providers themselves. However, we 
recognise the immense pressure that global supply chains have been put 
under as a result of the pandemic, and therefore we established routes in 
March to support the sector with supplies from the national stock.  
 
These routes are the NHS National Services Scotland (NSS) Social Care PPE 
Triage helpline and deliveries of PPE to local Hubs in Health and Social Care 
Partnership areas for onward distribution or collection by social care 
providers. 
The local PPE Hubs are now supporting the whole social care sector, 
including retirement and sheltered housing providers, with all of its PPE needs 
where normal supply routes have failed; and are also supporting unpaid 
carers and social care Personal Assistants with their PPE needs.  
 
Retirement and sheltered housing providers can access these routes 
alongside other organisations and individuals providing social care support. 
 
To date (correct as at 26 May 2020), just over 7.1 million items of PPE have 
been distributed to housing support services through these national routes. 
This is additional to the PPE that these providers have acquired through their 
own normal supply routes. This figure does not include the additional PPE 
that has also been provided to care at home staff from other providers who go 
into retirement and sheltered housing to provide care and support. 
 
 
David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government, in light of previously published scientific trials in 1994, 
2006 and 2015 stating that negative ion ionisers are effective at reducing 
cross infectivity, whether it has considered using them as an additional 
method to protect care workers against COVID-19. 
 

S5W-29100  
 
Jeane Freeman: The evidence for a number of alternative technologies for 
decontamination is currently being reviewed across the UK for both efficacy 
and safety in a variety of settings. These include UV light, hydrogen peroxide 
vapour and germicidal UV (GUV) and while there are no current plans to 
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examine the effectiveness of negative ion ionisers, there is a wider piece of 
work which is looking at Air Scrubbers and Health Facilities Scotland will 
suggest ion ionisers are included as part of that programme. 
 
It is recognised that some of these technologies, whilst they may be 
considered effective for decontamination may be challenging to implement in 
some environments and have a number of safety considerations; they will 
also require validation testing prior to being considered for use in areas where 
they have not been used before. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to the Urgent Question by Jeane Freeman on 12 May 
2020 regarding the identification of COVID-19 cases (Official Report, c, 14), 
on what date it was made aware of the outbreak at the February 2020 Nike 
conference in Edinburgh, and what advice or guidance it gave to NHS Lothian 
regarding making the public aware of the outbreak. 
 

S5W-29033  
 
Jeane Freeman: Scottish Government was first made aware on 3 March 
2020 that there had been a case testing positive for COVID-19, relating to the 
Nike Conference held in Edinburgh on 27 February. This case was included in 
the daily total case figures reported to the public on 4 March.  
 
An independent, multi-disciplinary, multi-agency group Incident Management 
Team (IMT) with responsibility for investigating and managing the Nike 
conference incident was established. The IMT provides a framework, 
response and resources to enable the NHS board and other statutory 
agencies to fulfil their remitsThe IMT can, if it judges that there is a beneficial 
public health rationale to do so, make the existence of an incidence public 
knowledge.Each incident is judged individually. On the Nike Conference 
incident, as all contacts had been identified and contacted the risk to the 
public was deemed by the IMT to be low. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to the Urgent Question by Jeane Freeman on 12 May 
2020 regarding the identification of COVID-19 cases (Official Report, c, 14), in 
light of the outbreak at the February 2020 Nike conference in Edinburgh, how 
many (a) hotel (i)) staff and (ii) residents who were not attendees at the 
conference and (b) shop workers, bar workers, taxi drivers and others whom 
the delegates might have been in contact with, were contact-tested; for what 
reason testing was limited to people who were suspected of being within two 
metres of delegates for more than 15 minutes, and who gave this advice. 
 

S5W-29035  
 
Jeane Freeman: Risk of deductive disclosure leading to a breach of patient 
confidentiality means that data about the number of people at the hotel or 
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nearby who tested at that time cannot be released. However, any case that 
tested positive, whether related to this event or not, has always been included 
in our daily COVID-19 updates. 
 
An independent, multi-disciplinary, multi-agency group Incident Management 
Team (IMT) with responsibility for investigating and managing the Nike 
conference incident was established. The IMT provides a framework, 
response and resources to enable the NHS board and other statutory 
agencies to fulfil their remits. 
 
Under this framework, the Health Protection Teams would be using the Health 
Protection Scotland (HPS) guidance in place at the time, which recommended 
testing for symptomatic contacts. 
 
The guidance published on the HPS website was developed by experts within 
HPS and based on advice used across the UK. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Rural Economy and Tourism 

 
Michelle Ballantyne (South Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether aquaculture 
companies are required to be part of the direct food supply chain to be eligible 
to apply to the Aquaculture Hardship Fund that has been set up in response 
to the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-29212  
 
Fergus Ewing: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Michelle Ballantyne (South Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many aquaculture 
businesses in the South Scotland region are in receipt of support from the 
Aquaculture Hardship Fund that has been set up in response to the COVID-
19 outbreak, also broken down by home many do not (a) farm trout and (b) 
grow shellfish. 
 

S5W-29214  
 
Fergus Ewing: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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ORAL QUESTIONS ON 4 JUNE 2020 

Portfolio Questions 
 
There were Portfolio Questions on Social Security and Older People, Finance 
and Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform, many relating to 
COVID-19. The questions and answers can be found in the Official Report of 
proceedings here. 
 
 
 
 

  

http://parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12675&i=114674
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Written questions lodged on 04 June 2020 
(Expected Answer Date: 18 June 2020) 

S5W-29601 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government, further to 
the comment by Jeane Freeman on 20 May 2020 that the Barnett 
consequentials it has received from “the additional resource that the UK 
Government has committed to care home work…will go to care home work in 
Scotland” (Official Report, c. 31), whether it will confirm how much has been 
received, also broken down by how much has been allocated to the North 
East Scotland parliamentary region and how this will be distributed in that 
area. 
S5W-29606 Neil Bibby: To ask the Scottish Government what steps are 
being taken to ensure that the COVID-19 Test and Protect programme will be 
fully accessible for blind and partially-sighted people.  
S5W-29607 Neil Bibby: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of 
the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, what action is being taken to ensure 
that blind and partially-sighted people receive accessible and timely 
information about local and national changes to primary and secondary eye 
care services, including the re-commencement of surgery and screening. 
S5W-29609 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what the capacity 
is for carrying out tests at COVID-19 testing sites, as opposed to laboratory 
test processing capacity, broken down by (a) NHS Scotland (i) fixed and (ii) 
mobile testing sites and (b) UK Government (i) fixed and (ii) mobile testing 
sites. 
S5W-29610 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government how many people 
with no power of attorney have been moved from hospital to a care home 
since 1 January 2020. 
S5W-29611 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government how many people 
with no power of attorney have had a DNACPR (do not attempt CPR) order 
agreed by ministers since 1 January 2020. 
S5W-29612 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions 
it had with NHS boards regarding the Silver Swan exercise. 
S5W-29613 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions 
it had with NHS boards following the Silver Swan exercise regarding the 
distribution of national pandemic stockpiles. 
S5W-29614 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government on what dates 
ministers saw the plans produced by regional resilience chairs following the 
Silver Swan exercise. 
S5W-29617 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government which cancer 
screening lab teams have not been used during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
S5W-29618 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what 
accommodation has been provided for NHS staff during the COVID-19 
outbreak. 
S5W-29621 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has 
to issue guidance that cyclists and runners should wear protective face 
coverings when sharing space with pedestrians. 
S5W-29625 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what briefings 
ministers have received regarding a potential second wave of COVID-19. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29601
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29606
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29607
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29609
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29610
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29611
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29612
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29613
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S5W-29626 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what work it has 
undertaken regarding the costs to establish a national care service, and 
whether it will publish this information. 
S5W-29627 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had with Scottish Care regarding the cost of establishing a 
national care service in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-29628 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of 
considering the establishment of a national care service in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, whether it is considering establishing a national general 
practice service and, if so, what work it has carried out regarding this. 
S5W-29629 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-28644 by Clare Haughey on 14 May 2020, whether it 
will provide an update by publishing the information requested regarding the 
number of excess deaths on each day since 20 April 2020. 
S5W-29630 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government how many drug-
related deaths there have been during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
S5W-29631 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government when churches 
will be allowed to reopen as part of the process of easing the COVID-19 
lockdown. 
S5W-29632 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what impact the 
easing of the COVID-19 lockdown restrictions will have on care homes, and 
what guidance it has issued. 
S5W-29634 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what the average 
time has been for people to receive COVID-19 results each day under 
the Test and Trace programme. 
S5W-29635 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what support has 
been provided during the COVID-19 outbreak to prisoners who are bi-polar 
prisoners, and what impact this has had on prison staff protocols. 
S5W-29637 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment 
it has made of impact of the COVID-19 lockdown on young people’s mental 
health. 
S5W-29647 Jeremy Balfour: To ask the Scottish Government what guidance 
it has issued regarding the racing of pigeons during the COVID-19 outbreak, 
and whether it has granted the Royal Pigeon Racing Association approval to 
resume racing. 
S5W-29648 Fulton MacGregor: To ask the Scottish Government what its 
response is to the University of Strathclyde Department of Work, Employment 
and Organisation paper, Covid-19 and Call/Contact Centre Workers: 
Intermediate Report. 
S5W-29649 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government when estate agents 
will be allowed to begin advertising, showing and selling houses again as part 
of the process of easing the COVID-19 process. 
S5W-29650 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the 
COVID-19 lockdown arrangements, whether Scottish Water (a) is required or 
(b) has offered to pay contractors that are unable to continue delivery of work 
on capital investment and maintenance programmes and, if so, what the 
estimated or actual value of these payments has been each month. 
S5W-29651 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it 
has to include in its COVID-19 regulations advice regarding the use of face 
coverings in public spaces. 
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S5W-29652 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it 
has held with Education Scotland regarding providing additional training, 
development and support for (a) teachers and (b) classroom assistants to 
support blended learning when schooling resumes. 
S5W-29653 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to 
extend the eligibility for the national Learn to Teach Programme.  
S5W-29654 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government what support it is 
providing to integrate classroom assistants into the blended learning model 
when schooling resumes. 
S5W-29656 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-29035 by Jeane Freeman on 4 June 2020, whether 
it will provide the information that was requested regarding how many (a) 
hotel (i)) staff and (ii) residents who were not attendees at the conference and 
(b) shop workers, bar workers, taxi drivers and others whom the delegates 
might have been in contact with, were contact-tested. 
S5W-29657 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
extend COVID-19 testing to asymptomatic oil and gas workers to enable a 
safe increase in production activity. 
S5W-29658 Neil Bibby: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
conduct an economic impact assessment into the implications of 
redundancies announced by Rolls Royce in relation to its Inchinnan site.  
S5W-29660 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
people have been discharged from hospital after recovering from COVID-19; 
what monitoring of post-viral symptoms is taking place of these people, and 
what plans it has to study the post-viral symptoms of people who have 
recovered from COVID-19. 
S5W-29661 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government, further to its 
announcement on 21 May 2020, how it plans to distribute the 25,000 laptops 
or tablets that have been earmarked for disadvantaged children as part of the 
first phase of provision to support learning outside school. 
S5W-29662 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government which phase 
of the COVID-19 lockdown transition plan will allow community centres to 
reopen and function. 
S5W-29665 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had with energy companies to help alleviate any fuel 
poverty that has been caused or exacerbated by the COVID-19 crisis. 
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to 
COVID-19, answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily 
written answer reports, which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by 
keyword, MSP asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by 
date and other filters, through the advanced search function on the 
Parliament’s website here. 
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