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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Friday 01 June. 
 
Written questions lodged on 01 June can be found on page 17 of this 
document. 
 
There were no oral questions on 01 June.  
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 01 June) 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how much net income it estimates will be lost in the (a) arts and culture 
and (b) tourism sector in 2020 because of the COVID-19 pandemic, and when it 
expects it to return to the 2019 level. 
 

S5W-29145 
 

Fiona Hyslop: Scottish Ministers recognise the exceptional circumstances being 
experienced by the arts, culture and tourism sectors as a result of COVID-19, and 
the challenges these have created. We have significant and ongoing engagement 
with key stakeholders from these sectors including through the Scottish Tourism 
Emergency Response Group and Creative Scotland’s Covid-19 response group 
which has been key in identifying and addressing many of the challenges for 
businesses, employees and the self-employed.  
 
We have put in place a substantial package worth over £2.3 billion for businesses in 
Scotland, which includes the Creative, Tourism and Hospitality Enterprises Hardship 
Fund, and the Pivotal Enterprise Resilience Fund. Creative Scotland is providing an 
expected total budget of £14 million of support in response to the COVID-19 
situation including the Bridging Bursary Fund for freelance creative professionals; 
the repurposed Open Project fund to help practitioners adapt and respond to the 
current changing circumstances; and one-off bursaries to film and TV sector 
workers. 
 
Official data on the financial impact of COVID-19 on the arts, culture and tourism 
sectors are not yet available for Scotland.  
 
In response to COVID-19, the Scottish Government has published an experimental 
Monthly Business Turnover Index. These provide an early indicator of business 
activity using the survey data held by the Scottish Government. The index for March 
2020 was published on 13 May, and indicates a considerable proportion of 
companies in the Accommodation and Food Services and Culture, Recreation & 
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Other Services sectors Scotland have reported lower turnover in real terms than 12 
months ago. This publication is available at: 
 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/monthly-business-turnover-index-march-2020/ 
 
The ONS has published initial UK-level data on the impact of COVID-19 by industry 
through its Business Impact of COVID-19 Survey (BICS). Data for Wave 4 of BICS 
(covering the period 20 April to 3 May) was published on 21 May, and includes data 
on the Accommodation & Food Service sector and the Arts, Education & Recreation 
sectors. This includes data on responding firms’ trading status, and impacts on their 
recent turnover. 
 
Data from ONS’s BICS is available at: 
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/economicoutputandproductivity/output/datasets/bu
sinessimpactofcovid19surveybicsresults 
 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what communications it has had with the National Trust of 
Scotland regarding potential redundancies in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, and 
what action it is taking to help save these jobs. 
 

S5W-29148 
 

Fiona Hyslop: In response to a request from the National Trust for Scotland (NTS) 
for support to continue its operations, I suggested that it worked with Scottish 
Enterprise on the details of the case for support and agreed to meet the Trust. NTS 
indicated on 8 May that it was preparing to announce potential redundancies. It 
wrote to the Scottish Government on 11 May confirming its decision to put 429 of its 
staff at risk of redundancy, and announced the decision publicly on the same day.  
 
I met with the National Trust on 15 May to discuss the financial impacts of the Covid-
19 outbreak on its business, and the outcome of the early discussions with Scottish 
Enterprise on the case for Government support. In that meeting I questioned 
whether the Trust was making the maximum use of the Coronavirus Job Retention 
Scheme (CJRS) to mitigate redundancies. I also was clear that Scottish Government 
support would be difficult while the Trust was proposing to proceed with redundancy 
plans. 
 
Following that meeting, a team from Scottish Government and Scottish Enterprise 
has been asked to work with the NTS to explore its financial situation and provide 
recommendations which seek to ensure its long-term security while, as much as 
possible, protecting jobs and keeping properties open. This team held its first 
meeting with the NTS on 26 May.  
 
We are committed to working with the Trust to explore the support measures 
necessary to ensure that it can carry on its valuable work, but are clear that any 
request for public funding needs to be focused on achieving maximum public value 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/monthly-business-turnover-index-march-2020/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/economicoutputandproductivity/output/datasets/businessimpactofcovid19surveybicsresults
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/economicoutputandproductivity/output/datasets/businessimpactofcovid19surveybicsresults
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and must be accompanied by a clear case which demonstrates both the need for 
support and the public benefits that it will provide. 
 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what financial support it has made available to the National Trust of 
Scotland in each of the last five years, and whether additional funding will be 
provided over the next 12 months in light of the COVID-19 pandemic to help protect 
(a) jobs and (b) venues. 
 

S5W-29149 
 

Fiona Hyslop: Public funding for the heritage sector is primarily distributed through 
Historic Environment Scotland’s (HES) grant programmes. Since 2015, the National 
Trust for Scotland (NTS) has been awarded two three-year Annual Maintenance 
Grants to support the conservation and repair of properties within its estate. The 
grant funding made available is set out in the following table alongside details of the 
amounts claimed by the NTS.  
 

 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 

Grant offered £1,320,000 £1,320,000 

Profiled £440,000   £440,000   £440,000   £440,000   £440,000   £440,000  

Claimed  £434,500   £534,456   £266,929    £231,234   £209,909  £- 

 
In addition, between 2010 and 2017, the NTS received funding of £5,111,986 as 
targeted project funding to support the development of the Bannockburn Visitors’ 
Centre. £5 million of this funding was provided directly by the Scottish Government. 
 
In the last five years, the NTS has also received over £2.1 million in funding 
distributed through Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH). Funding has been provided (a) 
through a funding agreement to support activity contributing to the delivery of SNH 
and SG priorities and commitments with respect to the natural environment, (b) to 
support projects to restore peatland or raise awareness about restoration, and (c) to 
support a programme of work to manage land on the Mar Lodge Estate, focusing on 
protected nature sites. Details of this funding is set out in the following table: 
 

 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-2020 

NTS Funding 
Agreement 

346,117 264,217 239,145 78,511 - 

Peatland Action 7,284 - 50,494 34,512 49,409 

Mar Lodge 
 

211,741 204,000 204,000 204,000 224,000 

Total  565,142 468,217 493,639 317,023 273,409 

 
With regard to future funding, a team from Scottish Government and Scottish 
Enterprise is working with the NTS to explore its financial situation and provide 
recommendations which seek to ensure its long-term security while, as much as 
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possible, protecting jobs and keeping properties open. Any request for public funding 
will need to be focused on achieving maximum public value and must be 
accompanied by a clear case which demonstrates both the need for support and the 
public benefits that it will provide. 
 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many people in the creative industries it has identified as not being 
eligible for the (a) furlough and (b) self-employment income support scheme, and 
what alternative support is available to those individuals. 
 

S5W-29225 
 

Fiona Hyslop: The Job Retention Scheme, which includes the furlough measure, 
and the Self Employment Income Support Scheme are both reserved to the UK 
Government under employment law.  
 
There are a number of reasons why people may not be eligible for these schemes. 
Data on the uptake of the schemes, by different sectors including the creative 
industries, is a matter for the UK Government. 
 
The Scottish Government is aware that the support packages available may not help 
with every individual circumstance. That is why we established the £30m Creative, 
Tourism & Hospitality Enterprises Hardship Fund, the £120m Pivotal Enterprise 
Resilience Fund and the £34m Newly Self-Employed Hardship Fund.   
 
Creative Scotland is also providing an expected total budget of £14 million of support 
through the Creative Scotland Bridging Bursary Fund for freelance creative 
professionals; the repurposed Open Project fund to help practitioners adapt and 
respond to the current changing circumstances; and one-off bursaries to film and TV 
sector workers. 
 
Information on all of the support schemes, including the general schemes, is 
available through the Find Business Support website at 
https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/.  
 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what COVID-19 funding support packages it has in place for people 
working in the cultural sector, and how many people have been supported to date. 
 

S5W-29229 
 

Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government has made a number of grant schemes 
available specifically for the cultural sector as a result of COVID-19, and in addition 
cultural businesses are able to apply to a range of other COVID-19 business support 
schemes. These funds are supported via a mixture of additional budget allocations 
to the sector and through repurposing of existing funding streams. 

https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/
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Specific cultural support: 
 
Creative Scotland is providing the following support in response to the COVID-19 
situation. 
 
The Creative Scotland Bridging Bursary Fund for freelance creative professionals 
(£4.0m); As of Monday 25 May, 1596 arts and creative bursaries have been paid. 
 
The repurposed Open Project fund to help practitioners adapt and respond to the 
current changing circumstances (£7.5m). As at 25 May, there have been 176 
individual applications and 86 applications from organisations to the Open Fund. 
These will be assessed at the end of May. 
 
One-off bursaries through Screen Scotland to film and TV sector workers (£1.5m). 
519 have been paid as at 25 May. 
 
Screen Scotland has also announced that Scotland’s independent film and TV 
production companies are able to apply for newly ring-fenced development support 
fund of £1m for awards over the next 3-6 months to enable planning towards 
production when Government guidance allows. 
 
Museums Galleries Scotland have formed the Urgent Response Fund (£700k) and 
the Digital Resilience Fund (£115k). As of 25 May 2020, 24 applications have been 
received for the Urgent Response Fund, with 20 assessed. Nine museums have 
been awarded funding, nine decisions have been deferred, two declined and four to 
be assessed. The Digital Resilience fund has received 46 applications, with 42 
assessments and 40 awards having been made. 
 
We are supporting the Edinburgh Fringe with a £500,000 initial package of support 
comprising a £400,000 interest-free loan from the Scottish Government and a 
£100,000 grant from the Council. 
 
Wider funds which cultural organisations may be eligible to apply for include the £30 
million Creative, Tourism & Hospitality Enterprises Hardship Fund, the £34 million 
Newly Self-Employed Hardship Fund, the Third Sector Resilience Fund and the 
£120 million Pivotal Enterprise Resilience Fund.  
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many people who have been identified as (a) vulnerable, (b) 
clinically vulnerable and (c) clinically extremely vulnerable to COVID-19 and should 
shield from the virus have been issued with a letter informing them of this. 
 

S5W-29072 
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John Swinney: Individuals identified as being at the highest risk of severe illness if 
they become infected with coronavirus are advised to shield.  
 
These are individuals who have a condition or disease identified by Chief Medical 
Officers across the UK, or, who do not have one of those conditions or diseases but 
are identified by hospital clinicians or GPs because their individual medical 
circumstances places them at the highest risk of severe illness if they become 
infected with coronavirus.  
 
As at 20 May, 176,713 people have been issued with a letter advising them to shield. 
 
 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many people who have been identified as (a) vulnerable, (b) 
clinically vulnerable and (c) clinically extremely vulnerable to COVID-19 and are 
shielding from the virus have indicated that they do not require assistance with 
access to food supplies and/or other essentials. 
 

S5W-29073 
 

John Swinney: Individuals identified as being at the highest risk of severe illness if 
they become infected with coronavirus are advised to shield. 
 
The letter which shielded individuals receive sets out the support which is available 
to those who require it, for example those who do not have an existing local support 
network. This support includes supplies of food and other essentials through a free 
grocery box delivery service, and access to priority supermarket delivery slots. This 
can be requested through the shielding SMS service or local authority helplines. 
 
As at 20 May, of the 176,713 people who have been issued with a letter advising 
them to shield, 57,621 people have requested a free weekly grocery box. As at  
20 May, the details for all 43,725 people who have requested access to the priority 
delivery service have been passed to supermarkets. Some people may have 
requested both services. We do not hold data of how many have indicated they do 
not require access to services. 
 
 
 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many people who have been identified as (a) vulnerable, (b) 
clinically vulnerable and (c) clinically extremely vulnerable to COVID-19 and are 
shielding from the virus, and who have indicated that require assistance with access 
to food supplies and/or other essentials, are receiving this support, also broken down 
by what information it has regarding how this is being provided and by which 
organisations. 
 

S5W-29097 
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John Swinney: Individuals identified as being at the highest risk of severe illness if 
they become infected with coronavirus are advised to shield. 
 
As at 20 May, 57,621 people have requested weekly grocery boxes. Under the 
Scottish Government’s agreement with Brakes and Bidfood, the two companies 
providing the grocery service, people who are shielding receive their first grocery box 
within 7 days of their request reaching Brakes and Bidfood. Thereafter they receive 
their box(es) once a week, until they cancel the deliveries.  
 
As at 20 May, the details for all 43,725 people who have requested access to the 
priority delivery service have been passed to supermarkets. Details of new requests 
are passed on daily. The supermarkets participating are Asda, Tesco, Morrison’s, 
Sainsbury’s, Iceland and Waitrose. 
 
 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what analysis it has carried of the capacity of the dedicated local 
authority phone lines that have been set up to provide support for people who are 
vulnerable to COVID-19 and are shielding from the virus with getting access to the 
food supplies and/or other essentials that they require. 
 

S5W-29074 
 

John Swinney: We asked local authorities to provide information about the number 
of phone lines they had available ahead of the establishment of the national phone 
line which diverts callers to their local authority. Scottish Government is in regular 
contact with local authorities about the phone line, and data on line usage is being 
monitored, to ensure there is sufficient capacity to meet demand.  
 
 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many people who have been identified as (a) vulnerable, (b) 
clinically vulnerable and (c) clinically extremely vulnerable to COVID-19 and should 
shield from the virus it estimates require assistance with access to food supplies 
and/or other essentials. 
 

S5W-29098 
 

John Swinney: Individuals identified as being at the highest risk of severe illness if 
they become infected with coronavirus are advised to shield. 
 
We do not hold estimates of the number of people who require assistance with 
access to food supplies and/or other essentials. The number of people accessing 
these services is provided in answer to S5W-29073 and S5W-29097 on  
1 June 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what preparatory work it has undertaken on how 
schools could be reopened, and whether it envisages this would be done in different 
stages. 
 

S5W-29159 
 

John Swinney: The Education Recovery Group was formed in April for the purpose 
of advising government on how to re-open schools and ELC settings once it is safe 
to do so. Formed of representatives from across the education and ELC sectors, and 
supported by ten workstreams, the group has contributed to the Strategic 
Framework which was published on 21 May. This framework sets out the proposed 
details of a phased return to face-to-face teaching. The document also highlights the 
need to strike the right balance between safety, wellbeing and learning for all of 
Scotland’s children and young people as lockdown restrictions are eased. Guidance 
on implementing the Framework has now been published. 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what contingency plans and support measures are in 
place for parents and pupils should school closures and lockdown measures remain 
in place, or be restarted, in September 2020. 
 

S5W-29157 
 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government will do its best to avoid a second wave of 
COVID-19. However, if the scientific evidence tells us that we are unable to contain 
the virus, it is possible that we may need to re-impose lockdown restrictions for 
schools and other education settings. Education Scotland and the teaching 
profession have worked tirelessly to deliver lessons to pupils in these new 
circumstances, at one of the education hubs or via home-learning. Whilst we 
recognise that this is not a replacement for face-to-face teaching in the classroom, 
we are confident that teachers are providing the best possible education in the 
circumstances, and we trust this would be repeated in the case of a second wave. 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many children are still attending educational 
outlets during the lockdown, also broken down by local authority. 
 

S5W-29169 
 

John Swinney: On average, over the past week (Mon 18 – Fri 22 May) 8,216 
children and young people attended local authority educational hubs, which is 
around 1.1% of all children and young people. A breakdown of these figures by local 
authority can be found in the following table. 
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Local Authority 

Average number of children & 
young people who physically 
attended over the past week 

(Mon 18 – Fri 22 May) 
(excluding those that only 

attended for a free school meal) 

Average percentage of children 
& young people who physically 

attended over the past week 
(Mon 18 – Fri 22 May) (excluding 

those that only attended for a 
free school meal) 

Aberdeen City 203 0.8% 

Aberdeenshire 407 1.0% 

Angus 256 1.5% 

Argyll & Bute 133 1.2% 

Clackmannanshire 93 1.2% 

Dumfries & 
Galloway 

245 1.2% 

Dundee City 524 2.6% 

East Ayrshire 196 1.1% 

East 
Dunbartonshire 

192 1.0% 

East Lothian 240 1.5% 

East Renfrewshire 339 1.8% 

Edinburgh City 350 0.6% 

Falkirk 283 1.2% 

Fife 404 0.7% 

Glasgow City 870 1.1% 

Highland 195 0.6% 

Inverclyde 168 1.5% 

Midlothian 184 1.3% 

Moray 180 1.4% 

Na h-Eileanan Siar 116 3.1% 

North Ayrshire 107 0.5% 

North Lanarkshire 600 1.1% 

Orkney Islands 38 1.2% 

Perth & Kinross 120 0.6% 

Renfrewshire 308 1.2% 

Scottish Borders 419 2.6% 

Shetland Islands 41 1.1% 

South Ayrshire 70 0.4% 

South Lanarkshire 390 0.8% 

Stirling 183 1.3% 

West 
Dunbartonshire 

117 0.8% 

West Lothian 245 0.8% 

Scotland Estimate 8216 1.1% 

 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether schools that are currently open for children of 
key workers will remain open during the scheduled summer break. 
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S5W-29168 

 
John Swinney: As I said in my Statement to Parliament on 26 May and as set out in 
the Strategic Framework for the reopening of schools, early learning and childcare 
provision published on 21 May, critical childcare provision for key worker and 
vulnerable children will continue throughout June and the summer break. Local 
authorities will decide how best to provide this ongoing critical childcare in order to 
meet the needs of their communities. 
 
 
James Dornan (Glasgow Cathcart) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government at what stage it is in its planning for delivering education in the event of 
a second wave of COVID-19 later in 2020. 
 

S5W-29186 
 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government will do its best to avoid a second wave of 
COVID-19. However, if the scientific evidence tells us that we are unable to contain 
the virus, it is possible that we may need to re-impose lockdown restrictions for 
schools and other education settings. Our primary concern is the safety and 
wellbeing of staff and we will ensure that pupils, education staff and families are fully 
supported in the event of a re-occurrence. Regardless of a second wave, children 
and young people will continue to be supported in their teaching and learning.  
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what contingency plans are in place should universities 
be unable to open in September 2020. 
 

S5W-29158 
 

Richard Lochhead: I will not be recommending to universities that they delay their 
term times - that is a decision for each university. Some universities may stagger 
certain parts of their operations for a few weeks or a few months. I am confident that 
most, if not all, of our institutions will be open for business come the new term. 
 
I look to our colleges and universities to make appropriate decisions in relation to 
their operations, while prioritising the health of staff, students and the wider public. 
 
Scottish Government's route map shows that universities and colleges can have a 
phased return next term, with a combination of remote learning and some limited on-
campus learning. My officials are working closely with universities, colleges, the 
Scottish Funding Council, staff and student bodies on plans for this phased return. 
 
As set out in Scotland’s route map through and out of the crisis, we will consider a 
range of evidence on the progress of the pandemic in Scotland to judge whether, 
when and where restrictions can be changed. 
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Together with employers, trades unions and students, we will develop sector-specific 
guidance as appropriate. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the data regarding people who have (a) tested positive for and (b) died 
from COVID-19 is available, broken down by local authority. 
 

S5W-28145 
 

Jeane Freeman: The number of laboratory confirmed positive tests of COVID-19 by 
Local Authority area and the total number of deaths are published daily: 
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/658feae0ab1d432f9fdb53aa
082e4130 
 
The total number of people who have died where COVID-19 is a contributing factor 
can be accessed at https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-
data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/vital-events/general-publications/weekly-and-
monthly-data-on-births-and-deaths/deaths-involving-coronavirus-covid-19-in-
scotland 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many suspected or presumed deaths from COVID-19 there have been each 
day since 1 March 2020. 
 

S5W-28150 
 

Jeane Freeman: The National Records of Scotland (NRS) provide a weekly report 
on death statistics where COVID-19 is mentioned on the death certificate, either as 
the underlying cause of death or as a contributory cause.  
 
As at Sunday 17 May, a total of 3,546 deaths were registered in Scotland where the 
novel coronavirus (COVID-19) was mentioned on the death certificate. 
 
A breakdown of deaths by week can be found on the NRS website: 
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/covid19stats. Figure 8 of the spreadsheet available on 
this page also provides a daily total on both date of death and date of registration. 
 
Please note the NRS data is provisional and subject to change in future weekly 
publications.  
 
 

https://www.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/658feae0ab1d432f9fdb53aa082e4130
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/658feae0ab1d432f9fdb53aa082e4130
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/vital-events/general-publications/weekly-and-monthly-data-on-births-and-deaths/deaths-involving-coronavirus-covid-19-in-scotland
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/vital-events/general-publications/weekly-and-monthly-data-on-births-and-deaths/deaths-involving-coronavirus-covid-19-in-scotland
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/vital-events/general-publications/weekly-and-monthly-data-on-births-and-deaths/deaths-involving-coronavirus-covid-19-in-scotland
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/vital-events/general-publications/weekly-and-monthly-data-on-births-and-deaths/deaths-involving-coronavirus-covid-19-in-scotland
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/covid19stats
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Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for what 
reason it did not follow World Health Organization (WHO) advice to test and isolate 
every suspected case of COVID-19. 
 

S5W-28166 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Coronavirus (COVID-19): test, trace, isolate, support strategy 
is based firmly on WHO advice and was published on 4 May 2020 and sets out plans 
to help disrupt community transmission of the virus. The strategy is available here: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-test-trace-isolate-support/ 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
policy is on community testing and isolating every suspected case of COVID-19. 
 

S5W-28164 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Coronavirus (COVID-19): test, trace, isolate, support strategy 
was published on 4 May 2020 and sets out plans to help disrupt community 
transmission of the virus. The strategy is available here: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-test-trace-isolate-support/ 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
it will publish the scientific evidence on which it based its decision to not roll out 
community testing for COVID-19. 
 

S5W-28170 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government have sought to be as open and 
transparent as possible. All of the minutes from meetings of the Scottish 
Government COVID-19 Advisory Group are routinely published and can be found at: 
https://www.gov.scot/groups/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group/ 
 
 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of their obligation to publish efficacy data as part of their clinical 
testing, what information it has received from manufacturers regarding their 
confidence in the reliability of their COVID-19 testing kits, expressed as a 
percentage. 
 

S5W-28208 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government does not hold this information.  
 
The type of tests being used in Scotland (real time PCR assays) are widely used for 
the detection of respiratory viruses, as well as a range of other viral pathogens, 
owing to their speed and versatility.  

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-test-trace-isolate-support/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-test-trace-isolate-support/
https://www.gov.scot/groups/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group/
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Scottish laboratories are working in collaboration with the Scottish Microbiology & 
Virology Network (SMVN), National Laboratories Programme (NLP) and Health 
Protection Scotland, as well as linking in with Public Health England, to ensure that 
all tests are quality checked and validated for use. 
 
Based on work by NHS Lothian on symptomatic cases the accuracy of tests for 
clinical diagnosis is 98%. This was presented in a Royal College of Pathologists 
webinar - available online. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in light 
of the comments by its National Clinical Director on Channel 4 on 16 March 2020, 
whether it will confirm how many key workers (a) overall and (b) in the nuclear 
sector had been tested for COVID-19 by the end of each week since that date. 
 

S5W-28246 
 

Jeane Freeman: As of 18 May, at least 32,166 key workers or their family members 
have been tested. This does not include key workers tested through the UK 
Government regional or mobile testing units, and is therefore likely to undercount the 
number of keyworkers tested. Information on the number of tests carried out each 
day since 2 March may be found here: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-trends-in-daily-data/ 
 
Data is not collected for every sector and figures specifically for the nuclear (or 
energy sector more widely) are not available. At present we collect data on tests 
delivered for health and social care staff, along with the total number of tests 
delivered. 
 
 
Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when 
NHS Lothian will receive confirmation that its COVID-19 plans will be funded. 
 

S5W-28281 
 

Jeane Freeman: All NHS Boards have had confirmation that they will receive 
additional funding to support their Covid-19 plans, with NHS Lothian having already 
received £7.5 million to cover initial costs. The Scottish Government will continue its 
close engagement with all Boards to ensure that they have the resources needed 
throughout this pandemic and to ensure that patient safety remains the top priority. 
 
 
Mark Ruskell (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what advice it has issued in relation to the COVID-19 outbreak with 
regard to the (a) frailty assessment of patients with autism and learning difficulties 
being treated for the condition and (b) rationing of ventilators if intensive care units 
are overwhelmed. 

https://www.rcpath.org/profession/coronavirus-resource-hub/covid-19-pandemic-video-based-learning.html
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-trends-in-daily-data/
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S5W-28386 

 
Jeane Freeman: There are not and have not been any plans to ration medical 
equipment during the COVID-19 pandemic. Every effort is being made to ensure that 
the capability and capacity needed are quickly put in place and to date that has been 
achieved.  
 
The Chief Medical Officer published COVID-19 Clinical Advice on 3 April, which 
supported health and care professionals with clinical decision making during this 
pandemic. This guidance is currently being updated to make it clear that the Clinical 
Frailty Score (CFS) should be used as part of a general assessment that is recorded 
clearly. Clinicians should have awareness of its limitations, particularly in younger 
adults (those below 65 years of age) and those with stable long-term disabilities (for 
example, cerebral palsy, learning disabilities or autism). For these groups, 
alternative person-centred assessments may be more appropriate. 
 
This guidance is subject to an Equalities Impact Assessment which started at the 
end of April. The Scottish Consortium for Learning Disabilities has agreed to take 
part in the EQIA. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what the staff absence rate has been in the care home sector 
since the COVID-19 outbreak began, and what information it has regarding how 
many have been absent because they (a) are suspected of having and (b) have the 
virus. 
 

S5W-28399 
 

Jeane Freeman: 3,121 staff were reported as absent in adult care homes due to 
COVID-19, based on returns received from 813 (75%) adult care homes as at  
12 May. Staff absent due to COVID-19 represents 7.3% of all adult care home staff 
(42,626) for whom a return was provided. Scottish Government has published this 
data and will be publishing updated data every week on our website: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-data-for-scotland/ 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
it will roll out community testing for COVID-19. 
 

S5W-28410 
 

Jeane Freeman: We are continuing to rapidly increase our testing capacity and 
keep its use under constant review, including whether there are other groups who 
could or should be tested to improve our knowledge of the spread of the virus and to 
protect individuals. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-data-for-scotland/
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On 4 May the Scottish Government published a Test, Trace, Isolate and Support 
Strategy, which is designed to interrupt chains of transmission of Covid-19 in the 
community. 
 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-test-trace-isolate-
support/pages/1/ 
 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
post mortem testing for COVID-19 has been carried out on samples from patients 
who died prior to February 2020 of COVID-19 like symptoms, and what the results 
were. 
 

S5W-29294 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: Authorised post-mortem examinations are undertaken for deaths in 
hospitals by NHS Boards, where the cause of death is unknown, to establish the 
medical cause of death. 
 
The Scottish Government does not hold information on post mortem testing of the 
deceased.  
 
They are also undertaken under the direction of the Procurator Fiscal on relevant 
cases as part of the investigation into death. This is a matter for the Lord Advocate. 
 
 
Brian Whittle (South Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist ): To ask 
the Scottish Government what action it is taking to provide treatment for people with 
pre-existing cardiovascular conditions during the COVID-19 lockdown. 
 

S5W-29051 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Brian Whittle (South Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist ): To ask 
the Scottish Government what action it is taking to ensure that people with severe 
heart valve disease have access to minimally-invasive treatment that can reduce 
time spent in hospitals to help reduce their exposure to COVID-19 and its 
subsequent potential complications. 
 

S5W-29052 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-test-trace-isolate-support/pages/1/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-test-trace-isolate-support/pages/1/
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Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how much additional funding to tackle COVID-19 has been 
given to each NHS board. 
 

S5W-29057 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what clinical guidance has been issued to NHS boards on the 
admittance of patients with suspected or confirmed COVID-19 into hospital. 
 

S5W-29058 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what information has been recorded regarding the length of 
time between a patient first presenting with suspected COVID-19 and them being 
admitted to hospital. 
 

S5W-29059 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will publish figures on deaths from COVID-19 broken 
down by ethnicity. 
 

S5W-29060 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Written questions lodged on 01 June 2020 

S5W-29514 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 

provide a breakdown by age of the number of people who have died in 

hospital and had COVID-19 recorded as a contributory factor. 

S5W-29524 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what funding it 

has set aside to support hospices during the COVID-19 outbreak, and how 

much has been allocated so far, also broken down by (a) hospice and (b) date 

of payment. 

S5W-29525 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government whether it 

will revise the criteria of key workers during the first phase of coming out of 

the COVID-19 lockdown for provision of childcare and schooling to enable 

people who are re-opening businesses and their staff to go back to work. 

S5W-29526 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government, as of 1 June 

2020, how many older people’s care homes are in the (a) private, (b) public 

and (c) voluntary sector. 

S5W-29527 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how many older 

people’s care homes in the private sector are owned by the same company, 

broken down by (a) company and (b) number of homes owned. 

S5W-29528 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how many older 

people’s care homes in the voluntary sector are owned by the same body, 

broken down by (a) body and (b) number of homes owned. 

S5W-29529 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how many 

places in private care homes are publicly funded. 

S5W-29530 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of 921 

older people reportedly being discharged from hospital at the start of the 

COVID-19 outbreak, which care homes they were discharged to and what the 

cost was, both broken down by local authority area. 

S5W-29532 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 

publish data on the place of death for care home residents, in line with the 

ONS publication of those statistics for England and Wales. 

S5W-29533 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what progress 

has been on implementing each of the 34 recommendations by the Ministerial 

Task Force on Residential Care for Older People in Scotland, which reported 

in February 2014, and on what date each recommendation was met. 

S5W-29534 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what 

assessment it has made of any likely increase in the demand for mental 

health services following the COVID-19 lockdown. 

S5W-29535 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what steps have 

been taken to prepare the NHS for any increase in demand for mental health 

services because of the COVID-19 crisis. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29514
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29524
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29525
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29526
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29527
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29528
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29529
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29530
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29532
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29533
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29534
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29535


18 
 

S5W-29536 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what plans are in 

place to provide mental health services for (a) NHS staff and (b) carers, in 

light of evidence suggesting that they will be disproportionately affected by the 

COVID-19 crisis. 

S5W-29537 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how it 

is supporting mental health charities through the COVID-19 crisis to help 

meet with increased demand. 

S5W-29538 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what 

assessment it has made of the risks to public health and wellbeing from 

associated mental health concerns during the COVID-19  crisis, including 

from alcohol and substance abuse. 

S5W-29539 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how many 

people it estimates will be affected by mental health concerns because of an 

increase in the levels of domestic violence during the COVID-19 crisis, and 

what steps is it taking to support them. 

S5W-29540 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what plans are in 

place to support mental health in the event of a second wave of COVID-19. 

S5W-29541 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what support is 

in place for the mental health of people who are shielding from COVID-19. 

S5W-29542 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how many (a) 

suicides and (b) attempted suicides have been recorded since January 2020, 

and how this compares with the (i) same period in and (ii) calendar year (A) 

2018 and (B) 2019. 

S5W-29543 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 

answer to question S5W-28665 by Jeane Freeman on 18 May 2020, how 

many people were discharged from hospital to a care home in (a) March, (b) 

April and (c) May 2020, also broken down by how many were tested for 

COVID-19. 

S5W-29544 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 

provide the New Lanark Trust with emergency funding to cope with its loss of 

income due to the COVID-19 outbreak and in order to avoid its potential 

closure. 

S5W-29545 Mark Griffin: To ask the Scottish Government how many staff 

have been recruited to Social Security Scotland since the COVID-19 

outbreak was declared a pandemic on 11 March 2020, and how this 

compares with the recruitment forecasts that had set before that date. 

S5W-29547 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 

provide details of what the impact will be on portfolios that have seen a total 

of £255.2 million redeployed within the Scottish Budget Summer Revision in 

response to the COVID-19 outbreak. 

S5W-29548 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government what measures will 

be put in place to support pupils who effectively left school early due to the 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29536
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29537
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29538
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29539
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29540
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29541
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29542
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29543
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29544
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29545
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29547
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29548
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closure in March 2020 and will not have school support in seeking 

employment or access to further educational opportunities. 

S5W-29549 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government whether it 

will provide guidance to local authorities to specify that taxi drivers should be 

permitted to install protective screening in their vehicles, and what conditions, 

if any, should apply. 

S5W-29550 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government when it will 

provide a substantive answer to question S5W-28175, which received a 

holding response from Jeane Freeman on 28 April 2020. 

S5W-29551 Liam Kerr: To ask the Scottish Government whether all new 

prisoners are (a) tested for COVID-19 and/or (b) isolated for 14 days 

when entering prison.  

S5W-29556 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government what steps it is 

taking to support companies that are facing (a) financial and (b) other 

difficulties because of the COVID-19 pandemic to help them maintain a 

presence in the country when the crisis ends. 

S5W-29557 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason 

the publication of the 2018 edition of the Scottish Care Home Census has 

reportedly been delayed. 

S5W-29559 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government when COVID-19 

testing for all community social care workers will be introduced, whether they 

show symptoms or not. 

S5W-29560 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government what public 

health initiatives it plans to promote the importance of maintaining good 

physical and mental health during the various stages of the COVID-19 

lockdown process. 

S5W-29561 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it 

has to help (a) people who have lost employment and (b) young people who 

have missed out on job opportunities because they have had to shield from 

COVID-19. 
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