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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Thursday 30 April 2020 
 
A link to Members’ Virtual Question Time on Local Government and 

Communities, where oral questions and answers relating to COVID-19 can be 

found, is included at page 13. 

Written questions lodged on 30 April can be found on page 14 of this 
document. 
 
 

ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 30 April) 
 
               Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 

 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government which local authorities are stockpiling body bags in response to the 
COVID-19 outbreak. 

S5W-28646 

John Swinney: Scottish Government officials are working closely with Local 
Authorities to respond to the challenges presented by COVID-19, however the 
response of individual Local Authorities, including the potential stockpiling of body 
bags, is a matter for their discretion. Scottish Government Policy officials do not keep 
records of individual Local Authorities responses. As such this is a matter for Local 
Authorities. The information requested is not held centrally. 
 

              Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 

 

Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government what information it is gathering on the provision of care for (a) 
vulnerable children and (b) children of key workers. 

S5W-28527 

John Swinney: From the outset of the COVID-19 lockdown, the Scottish 
Government has been gathering data on a daily basis from local authorities on the 
number of vulnerable children and children of keyworkers attending ELC provision 
and education hubs. There is also daily collection of data regarding the provision of 
free school meals. 
 
There is daily contact between Education Scotland and local authorities on these 
matters, as well as regular discussion between Government officials, SOLACE, 
COSLA and ADES. 
 
Further, because many vulnerable children are being supported at home, 
Government and SOLACE have agreed a new data set that includes contact with 
these children. 
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Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many children have been identified as vulnerable in each 
local authority area, and what percentage on average have been attending childcare 
hubs each week. 

S5W-28526 

John Swinney: This information is not held centrally. The data that has been 
provided by local authority indicates that overall around 1% of the relevant school 
and early year’s population have been attending local authority hubs since schools 
were asked to close. 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
from whom it took public health advice on the implications of closing schools during 
the COVID-19 outbreak. 

S5W-28569 

John Swinney: Throughout the COVID-19 outbreak, the Scottish Government’s 
decisions have been guided by the advice of the Scientific Advisory Group on 
Emergencies (SAGE). SAGE provides COBRA and the four UK Governments with 
advice and recommendations based on scientific evidence. Their scientific advice 
and the views of the Chief Medical Officer and other partners informed Ministers’ 
decision to close schools, with the exception of certain critical provision, from  
20 March. This decision was based, firstly, on the scientific advice that closing 
schools would help to suppress the spread of Coronavirus and, secondly, that it was 
increasingly difficult to sustain education provision that was compliant with the UK 
Government advice on social distancing.  
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what public health advice it received on the implications of closing schools during the 
COVID-19 outbreak. 

S5W-28570 

John Swinney: Throughout the COVID-19 outbreak, the Scottish Government’s 
decisions have been guided by the advice of the Scientific Advisory Group on 
Emergencies (SAGE). SAGE provides COBRA and the four UK Governments with 
advice and recommendations based on scientific evidence. Their scientific advice 
and the views of the Chief Medical Officer and other partners informed Ministers’ 
decision to close schools, with the exception of certain critical provision, from  
20 March. This decision was based, firstly, on the scientific advice that closing 
schools would help to suppress the spread of Coronavirus and, secondly, that it was 
increasingly difficult to sustain education provision that was compliant with the UK 
Government advice on social distancing.  
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will publish the public health advice it received on the implications of 
closing school during the COVID-19 outbreak. 

S5W-28571 
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John Swinney: The Scottish Government’s decisions have been guided by the 
advice of the Scientific Advisory Group on Emergencies (SAGE). SAGE provides 
COBRA and the four UK Governments with advice and recommendations based on 
scientific evidence. The publication of SAGE advice is not a matter for the Scottish 
Government.  
 
The SAGE advice has informed consideration by the Chief Medical Officers of the 
four nations and the public health advice Health Protection Scotland has issued in 
the form of guidance for specific sectors. In essence, the policy of social distancing 
underpins all of the Government’s actions to date and the First Minister published 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): Framework for Decision Making on 23 April which outlines 
the approach and principles that will guide the Scottish Government as it makes 
decisions about transitioning out of the current lockdown arrangements. As that 
document sets out, the Chief Medical Officer of Scotland’s Advisory Group will 
provide scientific advice specific to Scotland in considering future options, 
augmenting the advice received from SAGE. 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its position is on the reported decision by the University of the West of Scotland 
to refuse to pay a wage to staff on zero-hour contracts, or to furlough such staff in 
order to allow them access to the UK Government scheme. 

S5W-28640 

Richard Lochhead: Universities which are only part-funded from the public purse, 
and which will lose some or all income from other sources as a result of the impact of 
Coronavirus, can consider furloughing staff and claiming a Coronavirus Job 
Retention Scheme (CJRS) grant from HMRC. However, the decision on whether to 
apply to the CJRS is for individual institutions, as autonomous bodies, to take 
themselves. I understand that, under the current guidance, the University of the West 
of Scotland (UWS) has decided it will not be applying to the CJRS for any of its staff. 
 
I further understand that UWS has established an Emergency Hardship Fund, to 
which UWS students on zero-hours UWS contracts may apply. 

 

         Ministerial portfolio: Finance 

 

Graham Simpson (Central Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government when the £30 million of Barnett 
consequentials announced on 8 April 2020 will be available to each department, 
fund, local authority or public service. 

S5W-28460 

Kate Forbes: I refer the member to my answer to question S5W-28456 on 30 April 
2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Graham Simpson (Central Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how much of the £30 million of Barnett 
consequentials announced on 8 April 2020 will be put into reserves. 

S5W-28462 

Kate Forbes: All COVID-19 related consequentials will be fully committed to funding 
the Scottish Government’s emergency response and therefore no amounts received 
will be placed in the Scotland Reserve. Scottish Ministers plan to publish a Budget 
Revision at the end of May for consideration by the Scottish Parliament before 
summer recess. The Budget Revision will detail all funding allocations made to date 
in response to the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 
 
Graham Simpson (Central Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will use the £30 million of Barnett 
consequentials announced on 8 April 2020 to provide additional funding to charities. 
 

S5W-28461 

Kate Forbes: The Scottish Government announced its support for charities via the 
£50 million Community Wellbeing Fund and £20 million Third Sector Resilience Fund 
on 18 March, more than 3 weeks before the UK Government announcement. These 
Funds provide support for charities, third sector and social enterprises in excess of 
the consequentials resulting from the UK Government announcement. I urge the UK 
Government to continue to recognise the importance of the charitable sector during 
these difficult times. 
 
 
Graham Simpson (Central Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government where the £30 million of Barnett 
consequentials announced on 8 April 2020 has been allocated, broken down by (a) 
amount and (b) what it is funding. 

S5W-28456 

Kate Forbes: Decisions on allocations of COVID-19 consequential funding are 
ongoing. Scottish Ministers plan to publish a Summer Budget Revision at the end of 
May for consideration by the Scottish Parliament before summer recess. The Budget 
Revision will detail all funding allocations made to date in response to the COVID-19 
outbreak. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide a breakdown of all 
additional funding it has received as a result of COVID-19. 

S5W-28441 

Kate Forbes: The Scottish Government has been allocated an estimated £3,520m 
of Barnett consequentials in relation to COVID-19. A breakdown of this funding is 
shown in the following table: 
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NB. totals may not sum due to rounding. 
 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how much in Barnett consequentials it has allocated to each ministerial portfolio to 
respond to the COVID-19 outbreak. 

S5W-28356 

Kate Forbes: Decisions on allocations of COVID-19 consequential funding are 
ongoing. Scottish Ministers plan to publish a Summer Budget Revision at the end of 
May for consideration by the Scottish Parliament before summer recess. The Budget 
Revision will detail all funding allocations made to date in response to the COVID-19 
outbreak. 
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the widespread 
cancellation of sporting bookings due to COVID-19, for what reason sporting rates 
have not been afforded 100% relief. 

S5W-28279 

Kate Forbes: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-28278 on 29 April 
2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

          Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 

 

Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what input (a) local authorities and (b) NHS boards have given to the 
funeral sector to help to provide personal protective equipment (PPE) and body bags 
during the COVID-19 outbreak. 

S5W-28629 

 £m 

Public Services (£1,153m)  

Health Services 448 

Social Care 155 

Local Authorities 155 

Railway Services 339 

Other 55 

Business support (£2,253m)  

Business support grants (total cost) 1,206 

Business rates reliefs (total cost) 1,047 

Fisheries support 0.5 

Individuals & communities (£114m)  

LA Hardship fund 49 

Charity support 65 

Total COVID-19 allocations to date 3,520 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government has had, and will continue to have, 
regular weekly discussions with the funeral industry in order that we may support 
them as best we can, including on PPE supplies and type and usage of body bags. 
Organisations, including funeral directors, should continue to buy PPE using their 
normal procedures. However we are aware of concern within the industry over 
continued supply of PPE and are currently exploring options to ensure that those 
working in the death management sector can access the personal protective 
equipment (PPE) they need. The Scottish Government has been working to expand 
sources of supply of PPE and related items, such as sanitiser, and offers of help 
from business are actively encouraged. 
 
More broadly, decisions on PPE should be led by the public health guidance, by 
existing local policies, and by local risk assessment if there is a risk of contamination. 
The Scottish Government has proactively published our own guidance for funeral 
directors and burial and cremation authorities, which includes the use of appropriate 
PPE for infection control and usage of body bags, to further help these organisations 
manage their services during the current pandemic. 
 
The Scottish Government is working at pace with the private sector to secure long 
term supply for the funeral industry, as well as for other non-public sector 
organisations which need to access PPE to deliver essential public services. To 
support funeral directors who need PPE immediately, we are putting in place 
arrangements to allow them to access health care supplies of PPE until a longer 
term solution is in place. 
 
The Scottish Government will continue to work with the sector to ensure that we 
have a full understanding of their requirements in relation to PPE. 

 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it has commissioned any modelling of how the need 
for psychological interventions may increase as a result of COVID-19, and how the 
psychological professions workforce will be expanded to meet any increase. 
 

S5W-28194 

Clare Haughey: The Scottish Government is working closely with NHS Boards 
during the pandemic to monitor the impact of Covid-19 on demand and capacity and 
is responding where required. 
 
On 25th March the Chief Scientist Office also launched the Rapid Research in 
Covid-19 (RARC-19) Funding Call. This is supported by nearly £5 million of funding 
from the Scottish Government. As part of this, the Scottish Government is funding 
projects which will help us understand the mental health impacts of the pandemic on 
the population, including on vulnerable groups. 
 
We expect people are going to need a variety of supports through the crisis. That is 
why we are investing £3.8 million on extending telephone and digital mental health 
support and a further £1 million on rolling out Distress Brief Intervention support 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-funeral-directors/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-funeral-directors/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-burial-and-cremation-authorities/
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across Scotland. We are also working closely with the Boards on the delivery of 
existing services within the context of the current constraints. 
 
Prior to the Covid-19 crisis, psychology staffing had been steadily increasing with 
enhanced investment. NHS Education for Scotland is currently delivering the Health 
and Social Care Covid-19 Accelerated Recruitment Portal, which will enable a 
speedy deployment and employment of workers across the Health and Social Care 
workforce as they are required. 
 
 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what discussions it has had with the funeral sector regarding safety 
procedures and the provision of personal protection equipment (PPE) and body bags 
during the COVID-19 outbreak. 

S5W-28628 

Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government understands the importance of protecting 
the funeral industry from the risk of infectious transmission of COVID-19 via contact 
with the deceased. 
 
We have had, and continue to have, regular weekly discussions with the funeral 
industry in order that we may support them as best we can, including on PPE 
supplies and type and usage of body bags. 
 
We have been working very closely with stakeholders from across the funeral 
industry to ensure they have access to the most up to date information relevant to 
them, including guidance from Health Protection Scotland, and information from the 
Royal College of Pathologists, which outlines the PPE required for care of the 
deceased during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
We have proactively published our own guidance for funeral directors and burial and 
cremation authorities, which includes the use of appropriate PPE for infection control 
and usage of body bags, to further help these organisations manage their services 
during the current pandemic. 
 
The Scottish Government is working at pace with the private sector to secure long 
term supply for the funeral industry, as well as for other non-public sector 
organisations which need to access PPE to deliver essential public services. To 
support funeral directors who need PPE immediately, we are putting in place 
arrangements to allow them to access health care supplies of PPE until a longer- 
term solution is in place. 
 
The Scottish Government will continue to work with the sector to ensure that we 
have a full understanding of their requirements in relation to PPE. 

 

          

  

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-funeral-directors/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-burial-and-cremation-authorities/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-burial-and-cremation-authorities/
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         Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 

 

Gordon Lindhurst (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government, in light of concerns regarding restrictions on freedom of 
movement and the policing of this, including for those visiting vulnerable people who 
may require support, care or assistance due to issues such as mental health, what 
account Police Scotland is taking of such issues, and what guidance it has given to 
Police Scotland for officers when dealing on a face-to-face basis with members of 
the public who are (a) themselves vulnerable and (b) supporting or providing care or 
assistance to a vulnerable person. 

S5W-28206 

Humza Yousaf: Police Scotland is playing a key role in the fight against Covid-19 by 
ensuring individuals comply with the advice from government and the health service 
on social distancing to stop the spread of the pandemic, protect the NHS and save 
lives.   
 
Scottish Government guidance on social distancing sets out the essential reasons 
why individuals may need to leave their home and this includes to provide care or to 
help a vulnerable person. Police Scotland has developed operational guidance and 
provided training and direction to front line officers for dealing with people face to 
face and this is reviewed regularly to take account of changes to legislation or 
Scottish Government guidance. The Service is engaging nationally and locally during 
this time with partners, particularly those representing vulnerable, minority and 
disabled communities to identify and address any emerging community tensions or 
vulnerabilities at an early stage and has produced additional guidance to assist 
officers when engaging people with vulnerable people. This ensures a consistent 
approach, whilst maintaining dignity, freedom and safety for the individuals 
concerned. 

 

 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
additional payments, in addition to paying overtime, will be made to prison officers at 
HMP Addiewell who work hours in excess of any paid overtime. 

S5W-28216 

Humza Yousaf: I have asked Teresa Medhurst, Interim Chief Executive of the 
Scottish Prison Service (SPS), to respond. Her response is as follows: 
 
Prisoner Custody Officers (PCOs) at HMP Addiewell are paid by Sodexo Justice 
Services. who are the operating sub-contractor of Addiewell Prison Limited.  
 
On 13 April 2020 a new additional payment scheme was introduced at HMP 
Addiewell for PCOs. Under this new scheme PCOs who work additional hours will be 
paid the standard overtime rate and a further £500 payment for working a minimum 
of 9 additional hours over a 4-week period. If 3 consecutive 4-week periods are 
completed then an additional payment of £250 will be paid, representing a 12-week 
additional payment of £1750. 
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Where PCOs are required to escort those displaying symptoms of COVID-19 to 
hospital, then they will receive an additional £20 per shift. 
 
All staff undertaking front line, prisoner facing roles, will receive an additional £150 
per month during this period. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
additional payments will be made to (a) officer and (b) non-officer prison staff who 
work extra hours during the COVID-19 outbreak. 

S5W-28217 

Humza Yousaf: I have asked Teresa Medhurst, Interim Chief Executive of the 
Scottish Prison Service (SPS), to respond. Her response is as follows: 
 
The Scottish Prison Service (SPS) has introduced a temporary additional payment 
scheme In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, This payment scheme will provide an 
incentive for staff to work additional hours, over a 12-week period, in order to 
maintain the safe operation of the prison estate during these unprecedented times.  
In addition to normal overtime rates, SPS employees in pay bands B to E will receive 
payments dependent upon the number of additional hours worked. These additional 
payments are detailed in Table 1. 
 
Table 1: 

Average Number of Additional Hours Per 
Week 

 

Total in 12 week 
period 

 

Additional 
Premium 

 

1 12 £195 

3 36 £585 

5 60 £975 

7 84 £1365 

9 108 £1750 

 
Both operational and non-operational staff, of the same pay band, will receive the 
same payments. 
 
Senior managers in pay bands F to I, who are carrying out an average of 9 additional 
hours of essential work per week, in difficult circumstances, will qualify for an 
additional payment of £1,500 per month. 
 
 

         Ministerial portfolio: Rural Economy and Tourism 

 

Alasdair Allan (Na h-Eileanan an Iar) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what support it can offer to recreational boating companies 
impacted by COVID-19 that have no business premises. 

S5W-28214 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government is working with the sector, and all parts of 
the tourism industry to support them as best we can. There are a range of schemes 
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that can be accessed at present such as furloughing or access to the Self-
employment Income Support Scheme.  
 
On 15 April, I announced £220 million worth of further measures. This will make 
available grants for the recently self-employed, extend the Small Business Grant 
Scheme to include applications for additional properties and establish a fund to 
support viable micro and SME businesses in distress due to COVID. 
 

        Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what (a) road and (b) rail infrastructure projects are planned for 2020-21, and 
whether the start dates will be reviewed to bring forward spending. 

S5W-28550 

Michael Matheson: Our priority is to protect the health of individuals and to 
minimise the loss of life caused by the Covid-19 pandemic. As such, the Scottish 
Government has recommended that non-essential construction work on major trunk 
road projects should temporarily cease. This includes construction work on A9 
Dualling Luncarty to Pass of Birnam, A77 Maybole Bypass, A9 Berriedale Braes and 
A92/A96 Haudagain Improvements. 
 
This remains under continuous review and we are currently undertaking an exercise 
exploring ways in which our major trunk road projects could potentially restart in the 
event construction sector guidance is relaxed. 
 
Where it is possible to do so, our consultants continue to advance design work on 
our major trunk road projects in design, including the A9 and A96 Dualling 
programmes, whilst complying with the Government’s physical distancing guidance. 
 
In addition to this, work is also underway to identify potential capital road projects 
that could be progressed in 2020-21 as part of any wider economic recovery plan. 
 
In terms of rail infrastructure the safety of transport users, staff and construction 
workers comes first and, quite rightly, this has meant projects and non-safety critical 
renewals have been suspended across the UK rail industry, and beyond. 
 
We are focused on supporting the economy at this challenging time, that is why we 
have provided significant funding to partners across the transport sector. 
 
Development work continues to ensure we can quickly mobilise the right projects 
and renewals once we reach post Covid-19 recovery phase. However, timescales 
are under continuous review to reflect the requirements of Covid-19. 
 
 
Mark Ruskell (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many vehicle trips it estimates have been made on each day since 
9 March 2020, broken down by the percentage of vehicles making these trips that it 
estimates travelled above the speed limit. 
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S5W-28294 

Michael Matheson: Transport Scotland maintains a number of automatic traffic 
count sites across the motorway and trunk road network that are able to record 
vehicle speeds. The following table presents the total recorded number of vehicles 
that passed this group of sites from 9 March 2020 up to 14 April 2020. In addition, 
the table also reports the number of vehicles that were recorded as travelling over 
the speed limit and as a proportion of the total vehicles. 
 
It is noted from the data that since the COVID-19 lockdown was announced on the 
23 March, the proportion of vehicles recorded over the speed limit has risen, while 
the actual number of vehicles observed speeding has fallen by approximately 50% 
compared with a typical weekday or weekend prior to COVID-19 restrictions being 
introduced. Noting that the speed at which vehicles are driven is influenced by a 
range of factors, including but not limited to, the weather conditions, whether it is day 
or night, the volume of traffic using the road including the number of heavy goods 
vehicles and whether the road is in a built-up area or not.   
 

Date Total recorded vehicles 
(at sites where data 

was available) 

Number of vehicle 
movements over the 

speed limit 

Proportion of vehicle 
movements over the 

speed limit 

09-03-2020   1,528,929      300,470  19.7% 

10-03-2020   1,547,452      312,407  20.2% 

11-03-2020   1,559,566      314,360  20.2% 

12-03-2020   1,564,448      299,124  19.1% 

13-03-2020   1,606,097      384,164  23.9% 

14-03-2020   1,166,771      336,332  28.8% 

15-03-2020   1,042,651      297,450  28.5% 

16-03-2020   1,431,085      296,135  20.7% 

17-03-2020   1,359,666      276,409  20.3% 

18-03-2020   1,341,195      313,061  23.3% 

19-03-2020   1,345,437      323,522  24.0% 

20-03-2020   1,356,171      342,792  25.3% 

21-03-2020     902,376      271,477  30.1% 

22-03-2020     776,166      239,532  30.9% 

23-03-2020   1,090,990      289,940  26.6% 

24-03-2020     803,308      226,453  28.2% 

25-03-2020     633,380      175,697  27.7% 

26-03-2020     589,997      158,421  26.9% 

27-03-2020     573,025      162,939  28.4% 

28-03-2020     322,254       98,542  30.6% 

29-03-2020     270,126       79,468  29.4% 

30-03-2020     517,039      149,108  28.8% 

31-03-2020     530,146      152,681  28.8% 

01-04-2020     532,787      154,942  29.1% 

02-04-2020     535,028      154,754  28.9% 

03-04-2020     556,168      170,071  30.6% 

04-04-2020     335,472      108,830  32.4% 

05-04-2020     273,387       90,734  33.2% 
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06-04-2020     528,218      153,462  29.1% 

07-04-2020     540,414      160,820  29.8% 

08-04-2020     551,759      166,432  30.2% 

09-04-2020     568,367      169,019  29.7% 

10-04-2020     497,763      162,433  32.6% 

11-04-2020     332,285      109,498  33.0% 

12-04-2020     256,464       87,412  34.1% 

13-04-2020     392,037      125,101  31.9% 

14-04-2020     547,055      163,160  29.8% 
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ORAL QUESTIONS ON 30 APRIL 2020 
 

Members’ Virtual Question Time  
Portfolio: Local Government and Communities 

 
Questions and answers can be found in the Official Report of proceedings 
here 
  

http://parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12619&i=114152


14 
 

Written questions lodged on 30 April 2020  

(Expected answer date: 15 May) 

S5W-28795 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government who is eligible to 
apply for funding from the Supporting Communities Fund. 
S5W-28796 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide a list of the community anchor organisations that are approved to 
distribute the Supporting Communities Fund. 
S5W-28797 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government which 
organisations have been approved for funding from the Supporting 
Communities Fund. 
S5W-28798 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government how 
organisations apply for funding from the Supporting Communities Fund. 
S5W-28799 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government whether all 
major costs for the Air Traffic Management Strategy will be deferred until after 
an island impact assessment is completed. 
S5W-28800 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
business case for the Air Traffic Management Strategy will be reappraised in 
light of the current and anticipated future impact on air travel of the COVID-19 
outbreak. 
S5W-28801 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will hold 
a public inquiry into the handling of the COVID-19 outbreak. 
S5W-28802 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
expects local authorities to follow and enforce its decision to mandate the 
closure of non-essential retail premises, cancellation or postponement of 
large-scale events and for people to work from home as much as possible. 
S5W-28803 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether local 
authority advice on the closure of local retail premises, banning of large-scale 
events and recommendation to work from home due to COVID-19 is the same 
as its advice. 
S5W-28804 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether all local 
authorities have undertaken to follow and enforce its guidance on the closure 
of retail premises, banning of large-scale events and recommendation to work 
from home as much as possible due to COVID-19. 
S5W-28805 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether 
business interruption insurance policies that specify that local authorities must 
notify businesses of closure in the event of pandemics are satisfied by the 
actions it has taken to tackle the COVID-19 outbreak. 
S5W-28806 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
introduce a public holiday as mark of respect for the people who lost their 
lives during the COVID-19 crisis, and in recognition of the contribution of 
workers at this time. 
S5W-28808 Stuart McMillan: To ask the Scottish Government whether 
glazing companies can continue to operate if they are making products for 
essential infrastructure, and, if so, whether they are able to make limited 
products for non-essential work at the same time to keep the company viable. 
S5W-28809 Stuart McMillan: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of 
differing advice in Scotland and England, whether Scottish manufacturers 
involved in the construction industry can continue to manufacture for contracts 
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they have in England, even if they are non-essential, to avoid losing these 
contracts if they cannot fulfil the order. 
S5W-28810 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government when it will 
publish the data being collected through the community surveillance testing 
programme for COVID-19.  
S5W-28811 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what data is 
being used for calculating or estimating the R number for COVID-19 in 
communities.  
S5W-28812 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the 
COVID-19 crisis, what discussions it has had since 23 March 2020 with (a) 
Who Cares? Scotland and (b) other care organisations that support young 
people living in care, and what additional support it is providing. 
S5W-28818 Liam Kerr: To ask the Scottish Government for what 
reason police officers who are asymptomatic but attend incidents where there 
is a high risk of exposure to COVID-19 are reportedly not being tested for the 
virus. 
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to 
COVID-19, answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily 
written answer reports, which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by 
keyword, MSP asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by 
date and other filters, through the advanced search function on the 
Parliament’s website here. 
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