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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE SCOTTISH 
GOVERNMENT 
 
Wednesday 29 April 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 29 April can be found on page 19 of this document. 
 
There were no oral questions on 29 April. 

 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 29 April) 
 
               Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it plans to care for vulnerable people who are self-isolating 
in response to the COVID-19 outbreak. 

(S5W-28093) 

Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government is working hard to support those 
that are vulnerable and self-isolating. We have set up a national phone line to 
ensure those who are at risk, and who have no other support available, can 
access help for their essential needs. The national phone line number is 0800 
111 4000. 

We have also launched a service on mygov.scot to help people find available 
support. It provides information on staying safe, getting food, mental health 
and wellbeing, paying bills and other services. This digital service will be 
continually updated as new support services and information becomes 
available. 

Moreover, the Scottish Government has published information for the people 
with an underlying condition who get the flu jab every year which sets out the 
steps they should be taking to keep themselves safe and what it means for 
managing their underlying condition. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-tailored-advice-forthose-who-live-
with-specific-medical-conditions/ 

 

Primary care providers and Chief Social Work Officers are already reviewing 
who is more vulnerable and how they can be supported. Scottish Government 
has also confirmed that that all additional reasonable costs for providing 
social care will be met, subject to expenditure being aligned to local plans. 

Mark Ruskell (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what assistance is available for the community 
resources sector during the COVID-19 outbreak. 

(S5W-28230) 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-tailored-advice-forthose-who-live-with-specific-medical-conditions/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-tailored-advice-forthose-who-live-with-specific-medical-conditions/
https://www.gov.scot/news/helping-communities-affected-by-covid-19/
https://www.gov.scot/news/helping-communities-affected-by-covid-19/
https://www.gov.scot/news/helping-communities-affected-by-covid-19/
https://www.gov.scot/news/helping-communities-affected-by-covid-19/
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Aileen Campbell: Across Scottish Government we are working with partners 
to support people and communities, including the community resources sector 
throughout this crisis. On 18 March 2020 the Cabinet Secretary for 
Communities and Local Government announced an additional £350 million of 
communities funding directed to local authorities, community groups and the 
third sector to support people and communities affected by COVID19. 

Our work to fund and support communities, particularly those most 
disadvantaged, builds on the close working relationships, knowledge and 
understanding we have developed with partners through, for example, the 
Empowering Communities Programme (ECP). The majority of ECP funding 
(£15.8m) for 2020/21 directly supports disadvantaged communities to tackle 
poverty and inequality on their own terms. The remainder of the programme 
(£2.2m) funds critically important activity which promotes and shares ideas 
and solutions to assist local community organisations. 

Partners across Scotland, such as Foundation Scotland are using their 
resources to support local charities and grassroots organisations respond to 
the outbreak of the coronavirus pandemic and recover from its impact. Whilst 
the Coronavirus Third Sector Information Hub provides information and 
advice to support the sector through this crisis. 

Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government, in light of the COVID-19 outbreak, what its position is 
on introducing a central self-registration system to allow vulnerable people to 
seek assistance with access to provisions, similar to that in England. 

(S5W-28209) 

John Swinney: The UK Chief Medical Officers (CMO) have listed the 
conditions which place individuals at the highest clinical risk from COVID-19 – 
those being ‘shielded’. We have now written to individuals in all of the groups 
who are being asked to shield, setting out the steps they should take to keep 
themselves safe and the support which is available to them. 

Patients with these conditions who are not identified centrally are being 
identified through GPs and hospital clinicians. This process will be on-going 
and if people are newly diagnosed, or if clinicians feel it is required, they will 
continue to be added to the central list to ensure people can be supported to 
shield. 

Given these mechanisms that are in place, an additional system of selfreferral 
for people with these CMO listed conditions, similar to that in England, is not 
considered necessary. 

People who are in the shielded group are able to access support through an 
SMS system or local phonelines. In addition to this a national helpline is 
available which will offer help to those who are over 70, disabled, require the 
support of mental health services, are pregnant or receive a flu jab for health 
reasons. 

https://www.gov.scot/news/helping-communities-affected-by-covid-19/
https://www.gov.scot/news/helping-communities-affected-by-covid-19/
https://www.gov.scot/news/helping-communities-affected-by-covid-19/
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Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government, in light of the COVID-19 outbreak, whether it will 
introduce a scheme similar to that in England, which allows vulnerable 
people to register for additional support with essential activities while 
shielding at home. 

(S5W-28296) 

John Swinney: The UK Chief Medical Officers have listed the conditions 
which place individuals at the highest clinical risk from COVID-19 – those 
being ‘shielded’. We have now written to individuals in all of the groups who 
are being asked to shield, setting out the steps they should take to keep 
themselves safe and the support which is available to them. 

Patients with these conditions who are not identified centrally are being 
identified through GPs and hospital clinicians. This process will be on-going 
and if people are newly diagnosed, or if clinicians feel it is required, we will 
continue to add to the central list to ensure people can be supported to shield. 

Given these mechanisms we have put in place, an additional system of 
selfreferral for people with these Chief Medical Officer listed conditions, 
similar to that in England, is not necessary. 

People in the shielded group are able to use an SMS system and local 
phonelines to access free deliveries of food and household items as well as 
priority delivery slots from supermarkets and delivery of prescriptions. In 
addition to this, a national phoneline is available which offers help to those 
who are over 70, disabled, require the support of mental health services, are 
pregnant or receive a flu jab for health reasons. 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government, in light of the COVID-19 outbreak, how it will ensure 
that vulnerable people contacted by the NHS regarding serious medical 
conditions are able to access additional support while shielding at home 

(S5W-28297) 

John Swinney: An SMS system and local phonelines have been put in place 
to identify and respond to the needs of people who have been advised to 
‘shield’. People in this group have been sent letters recommending that they 
register for the SMS system or call their local authority if they need assistance 
with accessing food, medicine or other support. 

Through the SMS service and local phonelines, people in the shielded group 
are able to request free deliveries of food and household items as well as 
priority delivery slots from supermarkets and delivery of prescriptions. 
Individuals who are shielding are able to access these services through local 
phonelines if they do not have access to a mobile phone. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 

 

Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government, in light of the impact of COVID-19 on the exam 
timetable, what discussions it has had with the SQA regarding pupils sitting 
exams in the autumn of 2020. 

(S5W-28263) 

John Swinney: In response to the current challenging circumstances, I 
continue to have extensive discussions with the Chief Examiner. I made clear 
in my statement to Parliament on 19 March that given the scientific and health 
advice available at the time, there can be no exam diet in 2020. SQA is 
working to deliver a certification model to ensure that the achievements of 
young people are fairly recognised in the absence of the exam diet. This will 
be supported by the operation of a Post Results Service. 

Given the arrangements that are being developed and put in place, there are 
no plans to hold any exams before the 2021 exam diet. 
 
Mark Ruskell (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what percentage of vulnerable children are continuing 
to attend critical provision for school and early learning during the COVID-19 
outbreak. 

(S5W-28306)  
 

John Swinney: This information is not held centrally.The data that has been 
provided by local authorities indicates that overall around 1% of the relevant 
school and early year’s population have been attending local authority hubs 
since schools were asked to close. 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government what guidance has been issued to education 
authorities regarding the payment of supply teachers during the school 
closures that are in place as a result of the COVID-19 outbreak. 

(S5W-28319) 

John Swinney: On 26 March the Scottish Negotiating Committee for 
Teachers (SNCT) provided guidance for all supply staff on fixed term 
temporary contacts during school closures. This guidance can be found at the 
following link: http://www.snct.org.uk/library/2714/SNCT20-75.pdf . 

In addition, on 3 April, the SNCT agreed a job retention payment scheme for 
those supply teachers not in a contract as at 20 March 2020. Further details 
can be found at the following link: http://www.snct.org.uk/library/2718/JS-20-
78.pdf 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what it is doing to (a) monitor and (b) support the 

http://www.snct.org.uk/library/2714/SNCT20-75.pdf
http://www.snct.org.uk/library/2714/SNCT20-75.pdf
http://www.snct.org.uk/library/2718/JS-20-78.pdf
http://www.snct.org.uk/library/2718/JS-20-78.pdf
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wellbeing of children who have been identified as vulnerable but are not 
attending childcare hubs. 

(S5W-28524) 

John Swinney: From the outset of the COVID-19 lockdown, Government has 
worked closely with partners in local authorities, health boards, the 3rd sector 
and with other stakeholders, to monitor and ensure support to vulnerable 
children who are not attending the hubs. This has taken account of the fact 
that most parents, supported by most practitioners, have not considered the 
hubs to be appropriate for many of the children who might be considered as 
vulnerable. Accordingly, these children are being supported with online 
learning and other services at home. 

The Scottish Government and the Society of Local Authority Chief Executives 
(SOLACE) have established a leadership group of senior leaders from across 
the sector, to oversee how risk for children and families is managed and 
mitigated during the lockdown and subsequent recovery phases. As part of 
this, a new data set has been established, which will be collected on a regular 
basis, and reported to Ministers. 

The Scottish Government has published a commentary about the impact of 
COVID-19 on children and families in the initial weeks of the lockdown, and 
on the way that services are responding. This is available at 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/supporting-vulnerable-children-
youngpeople-data-intelligence-report/ 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether it will publish the daily childcare setting 
attendance figures reported to it by local authorities, and how this compares 
to projected attendance, broken down by (a) key worker category and (b) 
number of vulnerable children. 

(S5W-28525) 

John Swinney: On average, over the past week (from 20 April to 24 April), 
6,060 children and young people (0.8%) were attending school hubs. Of this 
total an estimated 83% were children and young people of key workers and 
an estimated 17% were vulnerable children. 

We did not have any projected attendance figures so this information is not 
available. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Finance 

 

Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government for what 
reason businesses associated with shootings, deer forests, fishing huts and 
game larders are ineligible to apply for the small business support grant to 
mitigate the impact of COVID-19. 

(S5W-28278) 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/supporting-vulnerable-children-youngpeople-data-intelligence-report/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/supporting-vulnerable-children-youngpeople-data-intelligence-report/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/local-government-finance-circular-5-2020-covid-19-grant-funding-schemes/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/local-government-finance-circular-5-2020-covid-19-grant-funding-schemes/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/local-government-finance-circular-5-2020-covid-19-grant-funding-schemes/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/local-government-finance-circular-5-2020-covid-19-grant-funding-schemes/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/local-government-finance-circular-5-2020-covid-19-grant-funding-schemes/
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Kate Forbes: We are determined to help keep companies in business and 
our financial support now exceeds the £2.3 billion passed on from the UK 
Government and actively works to fill the gaps in the UK scheme. In designing 
the relief and grant system we had to balance helping as many businesses as 
possible against what was affordable. Where possible these decisions 
prioritised traditional businesses occupying small properties over more 
generic lands and heritages such as huts, sites and bare ground. 

Shootings, deer forests, fishing huts and game larders will be able to benefit 
from the 1.6% universal non-domestic rates relief in 2020-21, which will apply 
automatically to their non-domestic rates bills. 

As with any other rateable property, owners, tenants and occupiers of these 
lands and heritages may apply for different reliefs. Many of these premises 
may be in receipt of up to 100 per cent rates relief which is available through 
the Small Business Bonus Scheme, and may qualify for Empty Rates Relief in 
specific circumstances. 

The Scottish Government is also offering other forms of support outside of the 
non-domestic rates system and has just announced a £100 million fund to 
help micro and SME businesses as well as the newly self-employed not 
eligible for other schemes and with immediate cash flow issues. 

Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government, in light 
of many sporting clients coming to Scotland for leisure purposes, which 
contributes to other retail and hospitality businesses, for what reason sporting 
businesses are ineligible to apply for the support grant for retail, hospitality 
and leisure businesses to mitigate the impact of COVID-19. 

(S5W-28280) 

Kate Forbes: We are determined to help keep companies in business and we 
are delivering a package of support measures worth £2.3 billion to limit the 
impact of COVID-19 on the business community. 

Local Authorities are responsible for the administration of the small business 
grant scheme, including applying our guidance on eligibility for the grants 
which is available at https://www.gov.scot/publications/local-
governmentfinance-circular-5-2020-covid-19-grant-funding-schemes/ . 

In addition, we have also extended the eligibility for the £10,000 Small 
Business Grant to additional ratepayers not covered by the original scheme, 
which includes Sports clubs eligible for the Small Business Bonus Scheme 
but in receipt of discretionary sports relief. 

Shootings and deer forests will be able to benefit from the 1.6% universal 
non-domestic rates relief in 2020-21, which will apply automatically to their 
non-domestic rates bills. They may also benefit from up to 100 per cent rates 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/local-government-finance-circular-5-2020-covid-19-grant-funding-schemes/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/local-government-finance-circular-5-2020-covid-19-grant-funding-schemes/
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relief through the Small Business Bonus Scheme, and may qualify for Empty 
Rates Relief in specific circumstances. 

Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
it will review its decision to re-introduce sporting rates, in light of it not granting 
COVID-19 business support to shooting-related businesses. 

(S5W-28289) 

Kate Forbes: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-28278 on 29 
April 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx . 

Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
whether the Barnett formula should continue to be the system for the 
allocation of funding in devolved policy areas. 

(S5W-28389) 

Kate Forbes: The Scottish Government has always been clear that full fiscal 
responsibility would provide Scotland with greater flexibility and opportunities 
to encourage sustainable economic growth, increase tax receipts, and invest 
in public services. Where the Scottish Parliament’s powers fall short of full 
fiscal responsibility, the Scottish Government believes that the Barnett 
formula should continue to underpin the Scottish Government’s block grant 
but that there could be exceptional cases where other approaches are 
appropriate. 

In the current situation the Barnett formula has been used to provide as much 
early clarity as possible on the consequential implications of UK Government 
funding announcements in response to the Covid-19 outbreak. This reflects 
the need for urgent planning across the UK in response to Covid-19, some of 
which involves using cost estimates that may be subject to change as the 
health, economic and other impacts of the outbreak continue to evolve. The 
Scottish Government will make representations for additional funding for the 
response in Scotland where it considers there is an identifiable need to do so. 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether comments by the 
Cabinet Secretary for Finance on Twitter on 11 April 2020 that it could do 
more to support businesses during the COVID-19 outbreak "if consequential 
funding...was based on business need rather than population share" is 
representative of Scottish Government policy. 

(S5W-28390) 

Kate Forbes: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-28389 on 29 
April 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx . 

Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
whether future funding that it receives from the UK Government should be 
based on an assessment of relative need, rather than using the existing 
Barnett formula, which is based on relative population. 

(S5W-28391) 

Kate Forbes: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-28389 on 29 
April 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx . 

Graham Simpson (Central Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what the current waiting 
period is between an application being made to the Council Tax Reduction 
Scheme and a claimant receiving confirmation of its success. 

(S5W-28476) 

Ben Macpherson: The Scottish Government does not hold data on the length 
of time between an application being made under the Council Tax Reduction 
scheme and the local authority communicating the outcome of that 
application. Local authorities are responsible for the administration of the 
Council Tax Reduction scheme in their area. 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 

 

Tom Mason (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what arrangements it has made to 
ensure that rheumatology patients, particularly those diagnosed with Lupus, 
have sufficient access to the drug, hydroxychloroquine, while it is being used 
in COVID-19 clinical trials. 

Holding answer issued: 29 April 2020 

(S5W-28193) 
Jeane Freeman: A holding answer was provided. 

Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it has commissioned any modelling of 
how the need for psychological interventions may increase as a result of 
COVID-19, and how the psychological professions workforce will be 
expanded to meet any increase. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Holding answer issued: 29 April 2020 

(S5W-28194) 
Clare Haughey: A holding answer was provided. 

Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what steps it has taken to ensure that COVID-
19 guidance is underpinned by appropriate psychological knowledge, and 
how it ensures that its decisions on such matters are clearly communicated to 
the public. 

Holding answer issued: 29 April 2020 

(S5W-28197) 
Jeane Freeman: A holding answer was provided. 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action (a) it and (b) NHS boards are taking to ensure that 
all NHS staff are being paid for the extra hours they have worked during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Holding answer issued: 29 April 2020 

(S5W-28201) 
Jeane Freeman: A holding answer was provided. 

Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the letter from the Minister for Mental Health to the 
Health and Sport Committee on 2 April 2020, how many of the new mental 
health assessment centres that are to be established in response to the 
COVID-19 outbreak are being set up by each NHS board; when these will 
become operational; whether they will operate on a 24/7 basis, and which 
NHS boards will staff their centres (a) using their current mental health 
workforce only or (b) by hiring additional workers. 

(S5W-28250) 

Clare Haughey: We have engaged with mental health leads at each of the 
NHS Boards and they have provided the following information. There are 
seventeen new mental health assessment centres, which have been 
established in response to the COVID-19 outbreak. All centres but two 
became operational between the middle of March and early April 2020. The 
target operating date for the final two is 30 April 2020. All centres are in 
significant population centres. All operate seven days per week and all but 
three operate 24 hours a day. All are staffed with current clinical mental health 
staff, with bank staff supplementing in a few cases. Boards in more rural 
areas are monitoring demand and putting in place appropriate measures to 
minimise mental health presentations in emergency departments, where 
possible. 
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David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether (a) pharmacists and (b) community pharmacy 
staff responding to the COVID-19 outbreak are classed as category 1 key 
workers for the purposes of access to childcare, and what the reasons are for 
its position on this matter. 

(S5W-28256) 

John Swinney: Pharmacists and community pharmacy staff responding to 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) are defined as category 1 key workers for the 
purpose of access to childcare. The Scottish Government guidance outlining 
the key worker definition includes in Category 1 ‘critical primary and 
community care provision’. The reason for inclusion within category 1 is that 
through their role in ensuring the supply of medicines, they are essential to 
the health and welfare of the country during this crisis. However decisions 
around eligibility for critical childcare for key workers are being taken locally 
and will differ by local authority to address local priorities. 

Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on how it is 
supporting the mental health and wellbeing of NHS and social care staff 
dealing with COVID-19 outbreak, and what use it makes of social media to 
promote this support. 

(S5W-28304) 

Clare Haughey: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-28198 on 
27 April 2020. 

I am leading work to ensure a range of mental health and wellbeing support is 
in place for NHS and social care staff, complementing the work being taken 
forward by NHS Boards and Health and Social Care Partnerships at a local 
level. 

Social media, including twitter, is being used by the Scottish Government, 
NHS Education for Scotland and other partners to promote wellbeing advice. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx . 

Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how unpaid carers can access personal protective equipment 
during the COVID-19 outbreak. 

(S5W-28337) 

Joe FitzPatrick: From Monday 27 April, the local personal protective 
equipment (PPE) Hubs for the registered social care sector started to receive 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


11 
 

enhanced supplies and support so that they can expand their supplies to 
unpaid carers and others. 

The Scottish Government has published advice for unpaid carers who visit or 
live with a friend or family member to provide help with personal care such as 
washing or dressing. The advice details the situations in which unpaid carers 
may require PPE: 

www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-for-unpaid-carersproviding-
personal-care . 

We are working with NHS National Services for Scotland, local authorities and 
carer centres across Scotland, to ensure unpaid carers who require PPE to 
undertake their caring role safely, can access it easily if their normal supply 
routes are not available. 

Carers should contact their local carers centre to find out about arrangements 
for accessing supplies in their area. If their local carers centre is unavailable, 
carers can call the Social Care PPE Support Centre on 0300 303 3020 for 
advice on who to speak to. 

We are also working with the national carer organisations to ensure carers 
have access to the right information on PPE. 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether there will be a review of the death certificates for all 
people who have died in care homes during the COVID-19 outbreak to ensure 
that all causes of death are listed. 

(S5W-28543) 

Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government understands the importance of 
high-quality, accurate completion of the Medical Certificate of Cause of Death 
(MCCD) and that is why Scotland's Chief Medical Officer, jointly with Police 

Scotland, Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS) and National 
Records Scotland (NRS) issued guidance to doctors for death certification 
during the COVID-19 pandemic which can be found here . The Death 
Certification Review Service (DCRS) also runs a dedicated helpline for 
certifying doctors. 

Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on plans to 
expand the Distress Brief Intervention (DBI) service (a) in rural areas and (b) 
across the country, and how much extra investment it is making in the 
service.  

(S5W-28572) 

Clare Haughey: The Scottish Government plans to expand the Distress Brief 
Intervention (DBI) service across the entire country in response to COVID-19. 
Prior to the COVID pandemic, DBI was already operating as a pilot in rural 

http://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-for-unpaid-carers-providing-personal-care
http://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-for-unpaid-carers-providing-personal-care
http://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-for-unpaid-carers-providing-personal-care
http://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-for-unpaid-carers-providing-personal-care
https://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/cmo/CMO(2020)08.pdf
https://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/cmo/CMO(2020)08.pdf
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and urban areas, in the Scottish Borders, Aberdeen, Inverness and North and 
South Lanarkshire. The Scottish Government is working proactively with the 
DBI Central team (based at NHS Lanarkshire) and other partners to set in 
hand the practical arrangements for the expansion to go live over the coming 
few weeks. The additional commitment to support this is £1,038, 284 in the 
current financial year. 

Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many people receiving IVF treatment have 
had their treatment paused since the start of the COVID-19 outbreak. 

(S5W-28589) 

Joe FitzPatrick: Public Health Scotland collects IVF Waiting Times data for 
first cycle to screening appointment within the confines of the Human 
Fertilisation and Embryology Act. Information regarding IVF can be found in 
the IVF waiting times section of the Public Health Scotland website at 
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-
data/healthcareresources/waiting-times/ivf-waiting-times-in-scotland/ 

NHS IVF Centres have contacted all patients who have been affected, 
offering support and confirming that treatment is temporarily paused. 

Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what advice it is offering to parents to help 
support children experiencing anxiety regarding the COVID-19 outbreak. 

(S5W-28603) 

Clare Haughey: The Scottish Government released the Clear Your Head 
campaign on 21 April. The campaign looks at simple steps people can take to 
protect their own mental health and to look after loved ones. 

The Scottish Government will provide an additional £75,000 of funding to 
Parentline Scotland , which will provide vital support to parents, including 
advice on how to support their children experiencing anxiety regarding 
COVID-19. 

The Scottish Government’s ParentClub website remains the key portal for 
clear and simple advice for parents and carers, including specific content to 
support parents on effectively communicating and managing any anxiety that 
their children may be experiencing due to COVID-19. The ParentClub 
includes a wide range of relevant information for families including supporting 
children’s (and parents’ and carers’) mental health and relationships as well 
as guidance and tips for learning and play at home. 
 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it has provided updated guidance to the funeral 
sector in Scotland on the care of the deceased and for managing a funeral 

https://www.children1st.org.uk/help-for-families/parentline-scotland/
https://www.children1st.org.uk/help-for-families/parentline-scotland/
https://www.children1st.org.uk/help-for-families/parentline-scotland/
https://www.children1st.org.uk/help-for-families/parentline-scotland/
https://clearyourhead.scot/
https://clearyourhead.scot/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/healthcare-resources/waiting-times/ivf-waiting-times-in-scotland/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/healthcare-resources/waiting-times/ivf-waiting-times-in-scotland/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/healthcare-resources/waiting-times/ivf-waiting-times-in-scotland/
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during the COVID-19 outbreak, similar to that published by the UK 
Government. 

(S5W-28637) 

Joe FitzPatrick: Guidance on cultural requirements in advance of burial or 
cremation was published for religious organisations, faith and cultural groups 
on 6 April. 

The Scottish Government published dedicated guidance for the funeral sector 
on 13 April 2020. 

This included guidance for funeral directors and burial and cremation 
authorities . Separate guidance was also published on 13 April 2020 setting 
out the current restrictions on funeral services . 

We are working with Health Protection Scotland to update and publish more 
detailed guidance for mourners and those attending funerals. 

All guidance documents continue to be reviewed and updated as required, to 
ensure they reflect the most accurate information during the current 
pandemic. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 

 

Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what estimate it has made of the (a) 
minimum and (b) maximum number of prisoners that are eligible for release 
under the provisions in the Coronavirus (Scotland) Bill. 

(S5W-28205) 

Humza Yousaf: The Scottish Parliament agreed that emergency prison 
release powers in the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 2020 Act were necessary, 
and would reflect the powers of emergency release already available in 
England and Wales – and which the UK government have decided to apply. 
Since the passing of the Act, the SG has worked closely with the SPS to 
evaluate whether and how whether these powers should be used. As I 
advised the Parliament on 20 April, we have now agreed with the Chief 
Executive of the SPS that it will be necessary to release a limited number of 
prisoners to ensure the SPS can continue to manage the current situation 
effectively. 

Prisoners will only be considered if they are sentenced to 18 months or less – 
and within 3 months of their scheduled release date. The new legislation rules 
out early release for certain groups of prisoners – including life sentence 
prisoners, those on supervision orders and those convicted of sexual 
offending or terrorism offences. The proposed regulations will further exclude 
prisoners sentenced for domestic abuse offences or aggravations, 
harassment offences, or certain Covid-related offences. The Act also enables 
Prison Governors to veto the release of any prisoner where such release 
would present a clear risk to a specific individual. 

https://www.parentclub.scot/topics/coronavirus
https://www.parentclub.scot/topics/coronavirus
https://www.parentclub.scot/topics/coronavirus
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-religious-organisations-faith-and-cultural-groups---preparation-for-burial-or-cremation-of-covid-19-deceased/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-religious-organisations-faith-and-cultural-groups---preparation-for-burial-or-cremation-of-covid-19-deceased/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-religious-organisations-faith-and-cultural-groups---preparation-for-burial-or-cremation-of-covid-19-deceased/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-religious-organisations-faith-and-cultural-groups---preparation-for-burial-or-cremation-of-covid-19-deceased/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-religious-organisations-faith-and-cultural-groups---preparation-for-burial-or-cremation-of-covid-19-deceased/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-religious-organisations-faith-and-cultural-groups---preparation-for-burial-or-cremation-of-covid-19-deceased/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-religious-organisations-faith-and-cultural-groups---preparation-for-burial-or-cremation-of-covid-19-deceased/
https://www.children1st.org.uk/help-for-families/parentline-scotland/
https://www.children1st.org.uk/help-for-families/parentline-scotland/
https://www.children1st.org.uk/help-for-families/parentline-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-funeral-directors/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-funeral-directors/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-funeral-directors/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-burial-and-cremation-authorities/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-burial-and-cremation-authorities/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-burial-and-cremation-authorities/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-burial-and-cremation-authorities/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-burial-and-cremation-authorities/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-burial-and-cremation-authorities/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-funeral-services/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-funeral-services/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-funeral-services/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-tailored-advice-for-those-who-live-with-specific-medical-conditions/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-tailored-advice-for-those-who-live-with-specific-medical-conditions/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-tailored-advice-for-those-who-live-with-specific-medical-conditions/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-tailored-advice-for-those-who-live-with-specific-medical-conditions/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-tailored-advice-for-those-who-live-with-specific-medical-conditions/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-tailored-advice-for-those-who-live-with-specific-medical-conditions/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-tailored-advice-for-those-who-live-with-specific-medical-conditions/
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Under these measures, around 450 prisoners will be assessed for possible 
early release. The number who are eligible will depend on the actual prison 
population on the day the process begins, and the final number released will 
depend how many individuals will be subject the Governor veto. The scale of 
release was specifically agreed with the SPS Chief Executive, as a measured 
and proportionate action to provide sufficient capacity and flexibility to 
maintain safe and effective operating conditions. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Social Security and Older People 

 

Graham Simpson (Central Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what the current waiting 
period is between an application being made to the Scottish Welfare Fund 
and a claimant receiving a payment. 

(S5W-28472) 

Shirley-Anne Somerville: This information is not held centrally. Applications 
to the Scottish Welfare Fund are administered by each of Scotland’s 32 local 
authorities. Data on the time taken to process applications and to make 
payments are collected from each authority and published quarterly on the 
Scottish Government website: 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/official-statistics-forthcoming-publications/ 

Graham Simpson (Central Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many people have 
applied for the Scottish Welfare Fund since the announcement of the 
additional funding to it on 18 March 2020. 

(S5W-28473) 

Shirley-Anne Somerville: This information is not held centrally. Applications 
to the Scottish Welfare Fund are administered by each of Scotland’s 32 local 
authorities. Data on the number of applications received, number of awards 
made and expenditure on awards are collected from each authority and 
published quarterly on the Scottish Government website: 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/official-statistics-forthcoming-publications/  

 

Graham Simpson (Central Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and 

Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government how much of the additional 

£45 million funding allocated to the Scottish Welfare Fund as a result of the 
COVID-19 outbreak was allocated to each local authority and when each 
received their allocation. 

(S5W-28474) 

Shirley-Anne Somerville: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-
28039 on 3 April 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/official-statistics-forthcoming-publications/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/official-statistics-forthcoming-publications/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/official-statistics-forthcoming-publications/
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available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be 
found at http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

Graham Simpson (Central Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what the average payment 
received by each successful claimant was from the Scottish Welfare Fund’s 
(a) crisis and (b) community care grant, since 18 March 2020. 

(S5W-28475) 

Shirley-Anne Somerville: This information is not held centrally. Applications 
to the Scottish Welfare Fund are administered by each of Scotland’s 32 local 
authorities. Data on the number of applications received, number of awards 
made and expenditure on awards are collected from each authority and 
published quarterly on the Scottish Government website: 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/official-statistics-forthcoming-publications/ 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what financial support it has put in place for people who 
are accruing additional costs for (a) telephone and broadband services and 
(b) gas and electricity as a result of working from home due to the COVID-19 
outbreak. 

(S5W-28242) 

Paul Wheelhouse: All telecommunications legislation and regulation is 
reserved to the UK Government and we continue to work closely with them to 
ensure that our interests are represented and are engaging directly with 
industry stakeholders during this most challenging period for the people of 
Scotland and beyond. On 29 March a series of measures were announced by 
the UK Government and industry to support vulnerable customers including a 
commitment to work with customers facing financial difficulty due to Covid-19. 
Fixed line operators have removed data caps and mobile network operators 
have offered increased data allowances at lower cost and additional minutes, 
to keep customers connected at this difficult time. 

Similarly, all legislation and regulation of electricity and gas markets remains 
reserved to the UK Government. However, we clearly have a strong interest 
in these matters because of our legislative powers in respect of fuel poverty 
and we will continue to work closely on these matters with UK Ministers, 
industry and other stakeholders to ensure that Scottish consumers’ needs are 
fully represented in any measures taken to protect consumers. To support 
consumers in financial difficulty at this time, the Scottish Government has 
increased funding for the Scottish Welfare Fund by £45 million. This is 
available to consumers struggling to pay their energy bills through local 
authority crisis grants. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
https://www.gov.scot/publications/official-statistics-forthcoming-publications/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/official-statistics-forthcoming-publications/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/official-statistics-forthcoming-publications/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/official-statistics-forthcoming-publications/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/official-statistics-forthcoming-publications/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/official-statistics-forthcoming-publications/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/official-statistics-forthcoming-publications/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/official-statistics-forthcoming-publications/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/official-statistics-forthcoming-publications/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/official-statistics-forthcoming-publications/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/official-statistics-forthcoming-publications/
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The Scottish Government also funds Home Energy Scotland (HES) – our 
award-winning advice service which offers a range of support to consumers 
including free and impartial advice on how to reduce bills and make homes 
warmer, which can provide long term savings for customers also. 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the Cabinet Secretary for Finance’s reply 
during Members’ Virtual Question Time on 17 April 2020, whether it considers 
that oil and gas operators are inhibited from accessing the UK Government’s 
Job Retention Scheme and, if so, for what reason. 

(S5W-28563) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government is engaging with Oil and Gas 
UK, the Oil and Gas Authority and the Trade Unions to understand the 
challenges and gaps in the support for business announced to date, including 
the Job Retention Scheme. I have held an initial extraordinary meeting of our 
Oil and Gas Energy transition Strategic Leadership Group and have attended 
virtual meetings of Oil and Gas UK’s Operator and Contractor Councils, which 
have been helpful in learning of the immediate impacts and we will continue 
proactive engagement with the sector. Further engagement with the sector is 
planned to identify any measures that can be facilitated by both governments, 
regulators, our agencies or the industry to respond to the current challenges. 

I am aware, through my own interactions with OGUK’s Contractor Council, 
that concerns have been raised regarding the difficulties some may be 
experiencing in drawing upon the Job Retention Scheme to furlough staff, 
given difficulties in demonstrating certainty of employment during a period 
where capital spending is facing unexpected, significant constraints and these 
concerns have been fed into Cabinet discussions on the economic response 
to COVID-19. 

The Cabinet Secretary for Finance and the Cabinet Secretary for Economy 
wrote to the Chancellor of the Exchequer on 17 April to raise a number of 
concerns, and to ask the UK Government to consider three actions to prevent 
further redundancies within the sector. This includes extending the Job 
Retention Scheme, a clearly defined end date to the scheme and confirmation 
that oil and gas operators and service companies will be able to access it. 

A number of oil and gas operators in the UK have already announced their 
intention to utilise the UK Government’s Job Retention Scheme to furlough 
workers and/or are encouraging their suppliers to do so. My colleagues and I 
are maintaining contact with our UK Ministerial counterparts and will continue 
to raise issues with the UK Government across a range of fora. 

Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what discussions it has had with the UK Government on 
measures to mitigate the economic impact of the COVID-19 outbreak on (a) 
seafarers and (b) port workers in the ferry industry. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-tailored-advice-for-those-who-live-with-specific-medical-conditions/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-tailored-advice-for-those-who-live-with-specific-medical-conditions/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-tailored-advice-for-those-who-live-with-specific-medical-conditions/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-tailored-advice-for-those-who-live-with-specific-medical-conditions/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-tailored-advice-for-those-who-live-with-specific-medical-conditions/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-tailored-advice-for-those-who-live-with-specific-medical-conditions/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-tailored-advice-for-those-who-live-with-specific-medical-conditions/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-tailored-advice-for-those-who-live-with-specific-medical-conditions/
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(S5W-28595) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government has not held specific 
discussions with the UK Government regarding measures to mitigate the 
economic impact of the COVID-19 outbreak on seafarers and port workers in 
the ferry industry. 

However, there have been numerous general exchanges between officials on 
the UK Government’s support measures such as the Coronavirus Job 
Retention Scheme (CJRS) and Ministerial and official engagement with UK 
Government counterparts regarding the impact of COVID-19 on the economic 
wellbeing of maritime and freight sectors, including the impact on ferry routes 
between Scotland and Northern Ireland and support for lifeline services to 
Scotland’s islands communities. 

Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what assessment it has made of the impact that COVID-19 
restrictions will have on the public contract for Northern Isles Ferry Services 
during 2020. 

(S5W-28596) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The contract is clear in that Scottish Ministers may from 
time to time issue a Variation Notice to the Operator in respect of any part of 
the Services. The contract allows Scottish Ministers to protect the operator 
from financial loss where appropriate as a result of reduction in fare box 
revenue given the anticipated drop in passenger numbers. 

Transport Scotland officials will maintain the regular dialogue that has been 
established with Serco NorthLink in order to monitor the impact COVID-19 
restrictions will have on the public contract for Northern Isles Ferry Services 
during 2020. 

Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what impact the COVID-19 outbreak has had on crew 
changeovers on the Serco NorthLink freight vessel, (a) Helliar and (b) 
Hildasay. 

(S5W-28597) 

Paul Wheelhouse: COVID-19 outbreak has affected a range of areas within 

Serco NorthLink operations. For example, crew changeover on freight vessel 
Helliar and Hildasay was impacted due to travel restrictions. To accommodate 
the current travel guidance from UK Government and Scottish Government 
on-duty crew on Helliar and Hildasay vessels extended their duty period by 
two weeks. The in-coming crew have arrived and will also work in this way 
until a relaxation of travel restrictions. 

https://www.calmac.co.uk/corporate/your-carrying-statistics?pageSessionId=974c109b-ee33-4912-a597-d234ab173174&fsn=f445efe8-7e68-4a59-9d71-5d2daab6256d
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https://www.calmac.co.uk/corporate/your-carrying-statistics?pageSessionId=974c109b-ee33-4912-a597-d234ab173174&fsn=f445efe8-7e68-4a59-9d71-5d2daab6256d
https://www.calmac.co.uk/corporate/your-carrying-statistics?pageSessionId=974c109b-ee33-4912-a597-d234ab173174&fsn=f445efe8-7e68-4a59-9d71-5d2daab6256d
https://www.calmac.co.uk/corporate/your-carrying-statistics?pageSessionId=974c109b-ee33-4912-a597-d234ab173174&fsn=f445efe8-7e68-4a59-9d71-5d2daab6256d
https://www.calmac.co.uk/corporate/your-carrying-statistics?pageSessionId=974c109b-ee33-4912-a597-d234ab173174&fsn=f445efe8-7e68-4a59-9d71-5d2daab6256d
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Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many (a) passengers, (b) cars and (c) commercial/freight 
vehicles were carried on each publicly-subsidised ferry route during (i) 
January, (ii) February and (iii) March 2020. 

(S5W-28599) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The carrying statistics for Serco NorthLink Ferries in January,  
February and March 2020 are in the following table. 
 

 Passengers 
*Non Commercial 

Vehicles 
Commercial Vehicles 

 Jan-20 Feb-20 Mar-20 Jan-20 Feb-20 Mar-20 
Jan-
20 

Feb-
20 

Mar-
20 

Aberdeen-Kirkwall 744 692 694 131 117 126 514  563  689  

Aberdeen-Lerwick 3,219 2,468 2,430 634 508 611 860  1,055  1,069  

Kirkwall-Aberdeen 1,006 829 566 187 142 117 465  424  620  

Kirkwall-Lerwick 217 157 192 52 43 53 105  119  104  

Lerwick-Aberdeen 2,973 2,504 2,036 526 556 494 800  991  1,022  

Lerwick-Kirkwall 181 142 202 49 34 51 86  98  102  

Scrabster-
Stromness 

1,133 1,961 2,206 437 748 889 119  183  184  

Stromness-
Scrabster 

1,202 1,854 1,904 447 681 767 117  190  191  

Total 10,675 10,607 10,230 2,463 2,829 3,108 3,066  3,623  3,981  

* This category includes cars, motorhomes and motorcycles. 

The carrying statistics for CalMac can be found on the CalMac website by following          
the link below: 

https://www.calmac.co.uk/corporate/your-carrying-
statistics?pageSessionId=974c109bee33-4912-a597-d234ab173174&fsn=f445efe8-7e68-
4a59-9d71-5d2daab6256d 
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Written questions lodged on 29 April 2020 
(Expected answer date: 14 May) 

S5W-28762 Gil Paterson: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the 
COVID-19 outbreak, whether it (a) plans to use or (b) has used the powers it 
has to designate any airports and, if so, which. 

S5W-28764 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what 
engagement it has had with the UK Government regarding the decision to 
temporarily relax UK competition law to support the dairy industry during the 
COVID-19 outbreak. 

S5W-28765 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what 
engagement it has had with (a) Dairy UK, (b) the Agriculture and Horticulture 
Development Board (AHDB) and (c) other rural stakeholders in Scotland 
regarding assisting the dairy industry during the COVID-19 outbreak. 

S5W-28767 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment it has made of current milk prices, and whether it will adjust relevant 
funding to respond to the needs of the industry. 

S5W-28772 Jeremy Balfour: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has 
to add people who have undergone a splenectomy to the COVID-19 shielding 
list, in line with the position in England. 

S5W-28773 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is 
to reported concerns regarding the accuracy of some of the COVID-19 testing 
kits that it has procured from overseas, and how it ensures that all such kits fully 
comply with safety standards. 

S5W-28775 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
comments by the Cabinet Secretary for the Constitution, Europe and External 
Affairs regarding social care assessments during the ministerial statement on 28 
April 2020 (Official Report, c. 14), how many care packages have been (a) 
withdrawn or (b) reduced since the commencement of emergency legislation in 
response to COVID-19; how many new care assessments have been carried out 
during the same period, and how this compares with the average number of 
assessments carried out prior to the COVID-19 outbreak. 

S5W-28776 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government how many (a) 
anaesthetists and (b) other NHS staff have been redeployed since the start of 
the COVID-19 outbreak. 

S5W-28777 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government (a) how many 
and (b) what proportion of anaesthetists in each NHS board have been absent 
from work due to suspected or confirmed COVID-19. 

S5W-28778 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
anaesthetists have been tested for COVID-19, and how many have tested 
positive. 
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S5W-28779 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking to address potential shortages of anaesthetic drugs. 

S5W-28780 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government what assurances it can 
provide that colleges will not be financially penalised through Skills Development 
Scotland if they are not able to meet all of their outcome targets on apprentices 
and the Flexible Workforce Development Fund. 

S5W-28781 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government what financial 
guarantees it will provide to colleges, in light of the sector expecting to lose 
approximately £40 million in the current academic year and between £70 and 
£80 million in the next academic year as a result of COVID-19. 

S5W-28782 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government whether Barnett 
consequentials from the UK Department for Education’s investment in colleges 
will be passed onto colleges in Scotland. 

S5W-28783 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government whether the college 
sector will receive any funding from Barnett consequentials intended for Higher 
Education in Scotland, in light of colleges delivering 26% of this. 

S5W-28784 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government what assurances it can 
provide that the Scottish Funding Council will take a flexible approach regarding 
financing for colleges in relation to the sector’s activity and its 116,000 FTE 
target. 

S5W-28785 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the 
downturn in the oil and gas industry and the COVID-19 crisis, what discussions it 
has had with Oil and Gas UK regarding support for the sector. 

S5W-28786 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the 
downturn in the oil and gas industry and the COVID-19 crisis, what discussions it 
has had with trade unions regarding support for the sector. 

S5W-28787 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government whether 
companies in the oil and gas industry can use staff furlough schemes for 
employees who might face redundancy as a result of the (a) downturn in the oil 
and gas industry and/or (b) COVID-19 crisis.   
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, answers 
to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, which are 
published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
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