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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Tuesday 28 April 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 28 April can be found on page 18 of this 
document. 
 
Links to First Minister’s Questions, Topical Questions and oral answers 

relating to COVID-19 on 28 April, are included at page 17. 

 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 28 April) 
 

Government initiated question lodged and answered on 23 April 2020 

Gordon MacDonald (Edinburgh Pentlands) (Scottish National Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what its position is on progressing the OECD 
Review of Curriculum for Excellence, in light of the COVID-19 outbreak. 

(S5W-28748) 

John Swinney: The Covid-19 pandemic presents unprecedented challenges 
for our education system. Our overriding priorities are ensuring the health and 
wellbeing of children, young people and staff and maintaining a continuity of 
learning wherever possible whilst schools are closed, as well as planning and 
preparing for a recovery phase. 

We remain committed to the Review of Curriculum for Excellence and are 
progressing this by providing the OECD with a comprehensive written 
evidence pack which we are co-developing with partners. However, it is 
critical that we do not make any additional demands on the system at this 
time. Therefore, following discussions with national partners and the OECD, 
we have agreed to postpone engagement with policy stakeholders until 
September and engagement with practitioners and learners until October 
2020. This approach would see publication of the final report in June 2021. 

This is the current position but our approach will be kept under review, 
responding appropriately to changing developments. 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 

Mark Ruskell (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what action it can take to speed up the filling of void 
council housing during the COVID-19 outbreak. 

(S5W-28322) 

Kevin Stewart: The Scottish Government recognises the importance of 
ensuring void properties in the social housing sector are made available to 
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those in most need at this time. That is why we have jointly with COSLA 
issued allocations advice and information to support the housing sector. 

This incorporates the most recent public health guidance to help landlords 
mitigate the challenges they face as a result of Covid-19 and supports them 
in making allocations safely. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-allocations-adviceand-
information-for-the-housing-sector/ . 
 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what major housing developments are planned for 2020-21, and 
whether the start dates will be reviewed to bring forward spending. 

(S5W-28549) 

Kevin Stewart: The overarching priority of the Scottish Government is to 
protect the health of individuals and to minimise the loss of life caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. This has meant no sector of the Scottish economy has 
gone untouched. Consequently, measures have been taken to cease all 
nonessential construction activity, including all housebuilding and we have 
published clear guidance on work on construction sites and what to do about 
home moves during the pandemic. 

There are a large number of approved and planned projects within our 

Affordable Housing Supply Programme in 2020-21, backed by a budget of 
£843 million. Once activity resumes, we will be clearer about the full effect 
this will have on the timing of the delivery of these homes. 

The Scottish Government is committed to supporting the housing market and 
home-building industry and to achieving the earliest possible restart of 
housing construction, when it is safe to do so. 

In the meantime, we are determined to help businesses, including those in 
housing construction, address the impact of the crisis and we are now 
providing nearly £2.3 billion in financial support to meet the unique needs and 
circumstances of Scotland’s economy. This includes passing on every penny 
received by the UK Government and additional funding to fill the gaps in the 
UK measures. More help and information is available from our dedicated 
business support line. 

 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government what discussions it has had with the (a) UK 
Government and (b) insurance industry regarding the requirement for tenants 
of (i) offices, (ii) shops and (iii) other commercial premises not to leave their 
premises unoccupied for more than 30 days, in order to protect the terms of 
existing insurance policies, in light of the COVID-19 outbreak. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-allocations-advice-and-information-for-the-housing-sector/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-allocations-advice-and-information-for-the-housing-sector/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-allocations-advice-and-information-for-the-housing-sector/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-allocations-advice-and-information-for-the-housing-sector/
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(S5W-28138) 

Fiona Hyslop: As the regulation of financial services is reserved to the UK 
Government, Scottish Ministers are unable to directly intervene in the 
commercial decisions made by financial services companies. However, 
during a meeting with the Association of British Insurers (ABI) on 31 March 
2020 I made clear the expectation of Scottish Ministers that the industry does 
everything it reasonably can to support businesses and citizens at this difficult 
time. I would also refer you to the advice on business insurance and 
specifically advice regarding unoccupied premises during the public health 
crisis which can be found on the ABI website www.abi.org.uk 

You may also wish to note that the UK Government is in continual dialogue 
with the insurance sector about its contribution to handling this 
unprecedented situation. The Chancellor has explained that, for those 
businesses which have an appropriate policy that covers pandemics and 
unspecified notifiable diseases, the Government’s medical advice of both 16 
and 20 March is sufficient to allow businesses to make a claim against their 
insurance, provided the other terms and conditions in their policy are met. 
Further information on the Chancellor’s speech can be found at 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/chancellor-of-the-exchequer-
rishisunak-on-covid19-response . 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government what support it is giving to businesses with interruption 
insurance for contagious diseases or public emergencies that does not cover 
COVID-19. 

(S5W-28140) 

Fiona Hyslop: As the regulation of financial services is reserved to the UK 
Government, Scottish Ministers are unable to intervene in the commercial 
decisions made by financial services companies or comment on individual 
complaints. However, we recognise that businesses that do not have 
appropriate insurance cover will require support from elsewhere. A range of 
unprecedented measures have been announced by the Scottish Government 
in recent weeks including £2.3 billion to support businesses and the self-
employed at this difficult time. Measures include: 

• £950m for local authorities to begin issuing payments to businesses. 

• Businesses in the retail, hospitality and leisure sectors will benefit from 
100% rates relief in 20-21. And VisitScotland have suspended Quality 
Assurance Scheme payments, benefiting around 4,300 businesses. 

• A £2m Creative Scotland fund to help artists and freelancers with 
bursaries of between £500 and £2,500. A first round of applications 
opened on 30 March and a second is planned from 20 April. 

• £60m water industry package agreed to help businesses facing 
difficulties with water charges. 

• Financial support package for the bus industry which will maintain our 
financial support at the levels forecast prior to the impact of Covid-19. 

http://www.abi.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/chancellor-of-the-exchequer-rishi-sunak-on-covid19-response
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/chancellor-of-the-exchequer-rishi-sunak-on-covid19-response
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/chancellor-of-the-exchequer-rishi-sunak-on-covid19-response
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/chancellor-of-the-exchequer-rishi-sunak-on-covid19-response
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• £5m Seafood Sector Fund - Including an initial payment of 50% of two 
months’ average earnings to owners of full time Scottish registered 
fishing vessels. 

• £10m Scottish Seafood Business Resilience Fund provides grants/ 
loans to business within the onshore seafood processing industry. 

• support for rural business with a number of financial packages as we 
continue delivery of CAP payments securing over £0.5 billion since 
autumn last year. While much of this money is routine it helps to provide 
financial stability to farmers, crofters and land managers. 

• A further £100 million fund is being made available to protect 
selfemployed people and micro and SME businesses in distress. 

Comprehensive information about the most current level of support being 
provided by the Scottish Government and also the support announced by the 
UK Government can be found at 

https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/coronavirus-advice Businesses are also 
being directed to the Association of British Insurers website which has a great 
deal of helpful information on COVID -19 https://www.abi.org.uk 

Please be assured that we continue to look for new ways to support 
businesses and citizens through this period of great uncertainty. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme, 
which has been established in response to the COVID-19 outbreak, can 
permit staff of registered charities who have been furloughed to contribute to 
the work of those organisations as volunteers, where their work supports 
frontline workers in health, care and other essential services. 

(S5W-28314) 

Jamie Hepburn: The Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme, which includes the 
furlough measures, is reserved to the UK government (HMRC) under 
employment law. The UK Government’s guidance makes clear that anyone 
who has been furloughed cannot contribute to the work of their employing 
organisation. The Scottish Government is not permitted to change the terms 
of the scheme. 

Workers should only be furloughed when they are not required to work as the 
scheme is intended to retain jobs through the period of social distancing so 
they are available in the recovery. 

The Scheme does permit a furloughed employee to take part in volunteer 
work so long as it does not provide services or generate income for their 
employer or any organisation linked or associated to that employer. 

The Scottish Government’s “Scotland Cares” volunteer campaign has seen a 
huge response with the most recent figures showing over 74,500 volunteer 
sign ups. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 

 

Alexander Stewart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the concerns 
regarding the potential impact of the COVID-19 outbreak on the higher 
education sector, what action it is taking to reassure staff and students that it 
has a coherent plan to retain capacity across the sector following the end of 
lockdown period, which will aim to ensure stability and maintain the positive 
impact that higher education can bring to the country. 

(S5W-28669) 

Richard Lochhead: Work around the financial impact of COVID-19 on 
universities continues to be progressed as a priority and at pace by the 
Scottish Government and the Scottish Funding Council. We are working 
closely with our universities, other stakeholders and through the Further and 
Higher Education Covid-19 Ministerial Leadership Group, to build an 
understanding of immediate and longer term impacts across teaching, 
research, staff and student issues and how to support universities now and 
when current lockdown measures are lifted. 

Through this work we are developing an action plan to deliver a direct 
response to the needs for the sector as a result of Covid-19. We are also 
discussing additional financial support needs with the UK Government and 
have committed to working with our universities to ensure they remain at the 
forefront of global education as we emerge from this crisis. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform 

Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
COVID-19 business support will be made available to those carrying out 
wildlife management to meet its deer population targets. 

(S5W-28290) 

Roseanna Cunningham: Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) and Scottish 

Forestry are keeping the impact on deer management targets of the 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) guidance under regular review. Where these targets 
form part of contractual leases, Scottish Rural Development Programme 

(SRDP) commitments, Management Arrangements or agreements under the 
Deer (Scotland) Act 1996, SNH and Scottish Forestry expect to show 
flexibility with any grant payments and will continue to provide advice and 
guidance in order to support land managers. 

We are determined to help keep companies in business and our financial 
support now exceeds the £2.3 billion passed on from the UK Government 
and actively works to fill the gaps in the UK scheme. 

Owners, tenants and occupiers of Deer Forests and Shooting Rights will be 
able to benefit from the 1.6% universal non-domestic rates relief in 2020-21, 
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which will apply automatically to their non-domestic rates bills. As with any 
other rateable property, they may apply for different reliefs. The majority are 
eligible for 100 per cent rates relief through the Small Business Bonus 

Scheme, and unutilised shooting rights may qualify for Empty Rates Relief. 

In addition, the Scottish Government has also announced a £100 million fund 
to help micro and SME businesses and the newly self-employed not eligible 
for other schemes experiencing immediate cash flow issues. 

The UK Government has also announced the Self-Employment Income 
Support Scheme (SEISS) to support self-employed individuals whose income 
has been negatively impacted by the Coronavirus pandemic. This scheme 
will provide a grant to self-employed individuals or partnerships, worth 80% of 
their profits up to a cap of £2,500 per month. 
 
 
Mark Ruskell (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how it is responding to the reported increase in fly 
tipping during the COVID-19 outbreak. 

(S5W-28324) 

Roseanna Cunningham: We are clear that fly tipping is illegal, dangerous 
and unnecessary. Responsibility for responding to such behaviour rests with 
local councils as part of their wider role in the management of local waste 
services. We are committed to working with councils to support the resilience 
of those services and to monitor the impact that any temporary, necessary, 
disruption is having on illegal activity. 

We recognise the importance of communicating with the public about how 
best to manage and dispose of waste at this time and, on 27 April, we 
launched a waste management marketing campaign and web resource that 
sets out how the public can manage waste at this difficult time, including 
messages on fly tipping prevention. Local authorities continue to play an 
important role in providing advice on changes to services at a local level. 
 
Mark Ruskell (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether mountain biking and off-road cycling from 
home that adheres to the responsible access requirements set out in the 
Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2016 is acceptable under its COVID-19 
guidance. 

(S5W-28329) 

Roseanna Cunningham: On 9 April 2020, the Scottish Government released 
a statement setting out what exercising rights of responsible non-motorised 
access to land under the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003 means during the 
Covid-19 emergency. The full statement is available here: 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/ministerial-statement-on-access-
rightsduring-covid-19/ . 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/ministerial-statement-on-access-rights-during-covid-19/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/ministerial-statement-on-access-rights-during-covid-19/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/ministerial-statement-on-access-rights-during-covid-19/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/ministerial-statement-on-access-rights-during-covid-19/
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This statement makes clear that responsibility in exercising access rights has 
always been at the core of access policy. Exercising access rights 
responsibly means respecting the needs of other people and we have 
advised access takers that they will need to adapt their behaviour in the 
national effort to contain the spread of Covid-19. 

Under The Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions) (Scotland) 
Amendment (No. 2) Regulations 2020, people are only allowed to leave their 
homes for certain reasons. These include taking exercise, once a day, locally. 
When taking exercise, time spent outdoors should be minimised and people 
should stay two metres apart from anyone outside of their household. 

People should make use of paths, open spaces and quiet roads in their own 
local area, for example a short walk, a run, or a short bike ride. People should 
not be driving to other locations to exercise. 

For some people, their daily permitted local exercise might involve taking a 
short bike ride using a mountain bike. This is permitted providing that people 
comply fully with the Regulations and the published Coronavirus guidance. 
 
Mark Ruskell (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what impact COVID-19 restrictions will have on raptor 
monitoring and persecution levels. 

(S5W-28449) 

Roseanna Cunningham: It is too early to assess whether there will have 
been any implications for crimes involving persecution of raptors from the 
introduction of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) guidance which is helping to slow 
down the spread of the virus, protect the NHS and save lives. 

Police Scotland’s Wildlife Crime Officers continue to operate and to 
investigate reported wildlife crimes. 
 
Mark Ruskell (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what work the Citizens’ Assembly on Climate Change 
has been able to take forward since February 2020. 

(S5W-28528) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The Citizens’ Assembly on Climate Change held 
its first Stewarding Group meeting on 2 March 2020. Since this meeting, the 
Assembly’s Secretariat has been developing proposals on how the Assembly 
will operate including the size and duration of the Assembly, how to recruit 
Assembly Members and what selection criteria to use to ensure the Assembly 
is representative of the people of Scotland and also governance 
arrangements for the Assembly. Consideration is also being given to options 
to adapt proposals in line with evolving understanding of the Covid-19 
pandemic. These proposals will be discussed at the second Stewarding 
Group meeting which is scheduled for 30 April 2020. 
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The Secretariat is preparing contracts for procurement of professional design 
and facilitation services, member recruitment and communications. Some 
work to identify venues has been completed, but procurement is paused in 
light of the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): 
To ask the Scottish Government how it is supporting local authorities in 
tackling fly tipping during the COVID-19 outbreak. 

(S5W-28559) 

Roseanna Cunningham: We are clear that fly tipping is illegal, dangerous 
and unnecessary. Responsibility for responding to such behaviour rests with 
local councils as part of their wider role in the management of local waste 
services. We are committed to working with councils to support the resilience 
of those services and to monitor the impact that any temporary, necessary, 
disruption is having on illegal activity. 

We recognise the importance of communicating with the public about how 
best to manage and dispose of waste at this time and, on 27 April, we 

launched a waste management marketing campaign and web resource that 
sets out how the public can manage waste at this difficult time, including 
messages on fly tipping prevention. Local authorities continue to play an 
important role in providing advice on changes to services at a local level. 

 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what plans it has, beyond statutory sick pay, to provide financial 
support for people working in care and residential homes who need to self-
isolate. 

Holding answer issued: 28 April  
(S5W-28163) 

Jeane Freeman: A holding answer was provided. 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its policy is on community testing and isolating every suspected case of 
COVID-19. 

Holding answer issued: 28 April  
(S5W-28164) 

Jeane Freeman: A holding answer was provided. 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will publish all advice it has received from (a) the Chief Medical 
Officer, (b) the National Clinical Director and (c) any other government 
advisers regarding testing for COVID-19. 
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Holding answer issued: 28 April  
(S5W-28165) 

Jeane Freeman: A holding answer was provided. 
 
 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
for what reason it did not follow World Health Organization (WHO) advice to 
test and isolate every suspected case of COVID-19. 

Holding answer issued: 28 April  

(S5W-28166) 

Jeane Freeman: A holding answer was provided. 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many tests for COVID-19 have been carried out on each day since 1 
February 2020. 

Holding answer issued: 28 April  
(S5W-28167) 

Jeane Freeman: A holding answer was provided. 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will publish all documents relating to discussions it has had with the 
UK Government regarding testing for COVID-19. 

Holding answer issued: 28 April  
(S5W-28168)  

Jeane Freeman: A holding answer was provided. 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many COVID-19 testing kits the NHS has had in stock on each day since 
1 February 2020. 

Holding answer issued: 28 April  
(S5W-28169) 

Jeane Freeman: A holding answer was provided. 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will publish the scientific evidence on which it based its decision to 
not roll out community testing for COVID-19. 

Holding answer issued: 28 April  
(S5W-28170) 

Jeane Freeman: A holding answer was provided. 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
in terms of the number of tests for COVID-19 that can be carried out and 
assessed each day, how this capacity has changed each month since 
January 2020. 
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Holding answer issued: 28 April  
(S5W-28171) 

Jeane Freeman: A holding answer was provided. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what advice it has given to NHS boards regarding communication with 
patients to update DNR (Do Not Resuscitate) records. 

Holding answer issued: 28 April  
(S5W-28175) 

Jeane Freeman: A holding answer was provided. 
 
 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide a breakdown of all (a) personal protective equipment 
(PPE) and (b) ventilators orders that have been placed in response to the 
COVID-19 outbreak in each month since January 2020. 

Holding answer issued: 28 April  
(S5W-28179) 

Jeane Freeman: A holding answer was provided. 
 
 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what plans it has to (a) roll out and (b) increase the capacity to carry out 
contact testing for COVID-19. 

Holding answer issued: 28 April  
(S5W-28183) 

Jeane Freeman: A holding answer was provided. 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what assessment it made in (a) January and (b) February 2020 of its capacity 
for contact testing for COVID-19, and of its ability to increase this. 

Holding answer issued: 28 April  
(S5W-28185) 

Jeane Freeman: A holding answer was provided. 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
on what basis the Chief Medical Officer for Scotland said on 16 February 
2020 that the NHS was “well prepared” to deal with COVID-19. 

Holding answer issued: 28 April  
(S5W-28186) 

Jeane Freeman: A holding answer was provided. 
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Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its position is on whether people should have the right to know whether 
or not they have COVID-19. 
 
Holding answer issued: 28 April  

(S5W-28187) 
Jeane Freeman: A holding answer was provided. 

Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government when it will publish the modelling regarding the 
impact of suspending the Cancer Screening Programme. 

(S5W-28580) 

Joe FitzPatrick: On 30 March 2020, the Scottish Government announced a 
temporary pause to a number of national screening programmes, including 
the screening programmes for bowel, breast and cervical cancer. The 
decision followed careful consideration of all of the risks involved and advice 
from the Chief Medical Officer, Directors of Public Health and NHS National 
Services Scotland. 

The announcement included NHS NSS’s modelling of the estimated number 
of scans and cancer diagnoses that would be delayed as a result of a 
threemonth pause, based on the most recent figures available to Information 
Services Division: 

248,177 patients received bowel screening, of which 220 diagnosed 
with cancer. 
46,596 patients received breast screening, of which 291 diagnosed with 
cancer. 
101,963 patients received cervical screening, of which 70 diagnosed 
with invasive cancer. 

These figures are published here: 
https://news.gov.scot/news/healthscreening-programmes-paused 

All screening programme boards are meeting virtually throughout the pause, 
and these have already begun to capture the detail of the impact of the pause 
on each of the cancer screening programmes. 

 

Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to continue to deliver the 
Scottish Immunisation Programme during the COVID-19 outbreak. 

(S5W-28593) 

Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government is clear that the Scottish 
Immunisation Programme should continue where safely and practicably 
possible throughout the COVID-19 outbreak. 
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The Interim Chief Medical Officer, Chief Nursing Officer and Chief 
Pharmaceutical Officer wrote to NHS Boards, most recently on 9 April, to 
highlight the crucial importance of the Programme, which will help to avoid 
outbreaks of vaccine-preventable diseases and provide important protection 
to children and other vulnerable groups. The letter recognises that the 
delivery of some individual programmes will be logistically difficult at this time, 
and sets out how this should be managed. This is published at 
https://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/cmo/CMO(2020)10.pdf . 

Officials are in regular communication with Public Health Scotland and NHS 
Boards, through the Scottish Immunisation Programme Group, to monitor 
successful delivery of the Programme and to provide support to delivery 
partners if required. This includes keeping the public updated on 
immunisations via www.nhsinform.scot/immunisation or by following 
@NHSImmuniseScot . 

Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what support has been provided to young 
carers during the COVID-19 outbreak. 

(S5W-28608) 

Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government is aware that the current situation 
may be placing additional strain on young carers. 

Although most local carer and young carer services are unable to provide 
face to face support at present, many are offering alternatives such as 
telephone counselling and online sessions. We have therefore created a new 
fund of £500,000 to help local carer organisations and young carer services 
transition to supporting carers remotely. This will include tailored advice and 
training to help them understand how best to keep in touch with carers and 
young carers in their communities 

We are working with Young Scot to ensure their young carer package is 
suitable for those who are social distancing or self-isolating. New digital 
opportunities have already been launched and will continue to be added to in 
the coming weeks. There are also plans to launch a social media campaign 
to support young carers to identify themselves and sign up for these 
opportunities. 

The Young Carer Grant is available for young carers to apply for over the 
phone, online or by post. As with other carer benefits certain rules have been 
relaxed around the application process to ensure no young carer misses out. 
If a young carer could not apply before their 19th birthday due to the 
disruption caused by the COVID-19 outbreak, they can still apply now and 
their application will be viewed as being made on time. 

Finally, SQA and Education Scotland are working directly with Carers Trust 
Scotland to understand how best to support young carers and ensure they 
receive fair appraisals in the absence of exams. 
 

https://news.gov.scot/news/health-screening-programmes-paused
https://news.gov.scot/news/health-screening-programmes-paused
https://news.gov.scot/news/health-screening-programmes-paused
https://news.gov.scot/news/health-screening-programmes-paused
https://news.gov.scot/news/health-screening-programmes-paused
https://news.gov.scot/news/health-screening-programmes-paused
https://news.gov.scot/news/health-screening-programmes-paused
https://news.gov.scot/news/health-screening-programmes-paused
https://news.gov.scot/news/health-screening-programmes-paused
https://news.gov.scot/news/health-screening-programmes-paused
https://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/cmo/CMO(2020)10.pdf
https://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/cmo/CMO(2020)10.pdf
http://www.nhsinform.scot/immunisation
http://www.nhsinform.scot/immunisation
https://twitter.com/NHSImmuniseScot
https://twitter.com/NHSImmuniseScot
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Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether prisoners are being tested for COVID-19 prior to their 
release. 

(S5W-28182) 

Humza Yousaf: Our prisons are facing an unprecedented operational and 
public health challenge. The wellbeing and safety of the wider community as 
well as all those who live and work in our prisons, is a priority for both this 
government and the Scottish Prison Service. In line with the existing 
guidance, prison healthcare centre staff should inform their local health 
protection team if they suspect that someone has COVID-19 in the prison. 
Health protection teams can then arrange testing if necessary. The tests that 
we have available are effective at identifying people who have COVID-19, but 
only when they are symptomatic. In addition some health boards are also 
using their discretion to conduct sample testing for those in custody where 
there has been a confirmed COVID-19 case. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Social Security and Older People 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what plans it has to increase the frequency of publication during 
the COVID-19 outbreak of statistical and management information regarding 
(a) applications, (b) decisions, (c) payments and (d) expenditure for (i) the 
Scottish Welfare Fund and (ii) locally administered council tax reduction. 

(S5W-28682) 

Shirley-Anne Somerville: We have no current plans to increase the 
frequency with which we publish information about devolved social security 
benefits, the Scottish Welfare Fund or the Council Tax Reduction Scheme. 

Officials are in regular contact with staff in Social Security Scotland and in 32 
local authorities who are working hard to make sure that payments continue 
to be made to people across Scotland who need help. It is right that they 
continue to focus on doing so rather than on the production of additional 
statistical or management information. 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether Scottish Choices for universal credit remains 
operational, and what management information regarding applications for the 
scheme it has received from the DWP since the start of the COVID-19 
outbreak. 

(S5W-28683) 

Shirley-Anne Somerville: Universal Credit (UC) Scottish choices remains 
operational and will continue to be offered to all people who are claiming UC, 
both new and existing claimants. For new claimants it is offered following 
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their first assessment period and existing claimants can request it at any time 
via their UC journal, or telephone. 

The Scottish Government receives Management Information on the UC 

Scottish choices once a month from the Department for Work and Pensions 
(DWP). Due to the outbreak of COVID-19 and the pressures facing the DWP 
we have yet to receive data for February and March. Once we have the data 
for March, and also April, we will be in a better position to assess how the 
current COVID-19 outbreak has impacted on the uptake for the UC Scottish 
choices compared to previous months. 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what management information it has received from the DWP 
regarding increases in universal credit caseload in Scotland as a result of the 
COVID-19 outbreak. 

(S5W-28684) 

Shirley-Anne Somerville: The Department for Work and Pensions DWP 
have provided the Scottish Government with management information that 
shows the number of households and individuals making a Universal Credit 
declaration in Scotland. 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what change in (a) Best Start Grant applications, (b) Funeral 
Support Payment applications and (c) Carer's Allowance Supplement 
caseload Social Security Scotland (i) has experienced and (ii) expects to 
experience since the start of the of the COVID-19 outbreak. 

(S5W-28685) 

Shirley-Anne Somerville: The number of applications received, decisions 
made, payments and expenditure for Best Start Grant and Funeral Support 
Payment since the start of the Covid-19 outbreak have remained fairly 
consistent. 

Given the increases seen in numbers of people applying for DWP 
unemployment benefits, it is likely that the number of people in Scotland who 
are eligible for Social Security Scotland benefits will increase. We may 
therefore expect to see an increase in applications, and subsequently 
expenditure, over the coming months. 

Carer’s Allowance Supplement is made to Scottish recipients of Carer’s 

Allowance on specific eligibility dates. DWP continue to administer Carer’s 

Allowance, and they send us a data twice a year to identify those eligible for 
Carer’s Allowance Supplement on each of the eligibility dates. The data are 
sent to Social Security Scotland around six weeks after each Carer’s 

Allowance Supplement eligibility date to allow them to make Carer’s 
Allowance Supplement payments. The latest eligibility date was 13 th April, 
therefore we are not due to receive data from DWP until late May. We would 
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not anticipate caseload for Carer’s Allowance Supplement to have changed 
due to Covid-19. 

Scottish Government are working with Citizens Advice Scotland to run a 
campaign to support people to find out and access all the financial assistance 
that they are entitled to. This will appear on digital, radio and broadcast 
channels and be supported by a PR campaign. We are also working with 
other intermediaries to get this message out there - creating a bank of 
stakeholder resources in accessible formats and content that can be ordered 
by voluntary organisations to distribute to very vulnerable people in local 
communities. Social Security Scotland is also underpinning this with its 
ongoing marketing activity to encourage people to access the benefits it 
offers. This includes promoting easements that were included in the recent 
Coronavirus (Scotland) Act. 
 
Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the statement by the Cabinet Secretary for Social 
Security and Older People on 1 April 2020, whether contingent workers on 
the Social Security Programme are being retained. 

(S5W-28686) 

Shirley-Anne Somerville: Contractors are retained in the Social Security 
Programme where their specialist skills are needed, as they are in normal 
times. 

The Scottish Government is committed to supporting all members of our 
workforce during this unprecedented time, as well as ensuring we have the 
resources necessary to continue to build the new social security system, 
taking account of staff absence through sickness or caring responsibilities. 
Resources are being reallocated within the Programme to support current 
priorities, including focusing resources on delivering the Scottish Child 
Payment as soon as possible, to support families on low incomes particularly 
at risk from the pandemic. 
 
Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the statement by the Cabinet Secretary for Social 
Security and Older People on 1 April 2020, whether work on the Social 
Security Programme has been paused. 

(S5W-28688) 

Shirley-Anne Somerville: As I informed Parliament in my statement on 1 
April, work in the Social Security Programme has not stopped. We have 
focused remaining resources on delivering the Scottish Child Payment as 
soon as possible, to support families on low incomes particularly at risk from 
the pandemic. Work also continues on designing our new disability 
assistance, albeit at a slower schedule as this relies heavily on engagement 
with health and social care professionals who are rightly engaged on the front 
line at present. 
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Significant uncertainty remains around when we will be able to return to near 
normal working within the Social Security Programme, Social Security 
Scotland, the wider Scottish Government, and with suppliers and partners, 
including DWP. I will keep Parliament updated as the situation becomes 
clearer. 
 
Mark Ruskell (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what powers it has to compel supermarkets to use 
home delivery services only for vulnerable and isolating households during 
the COVID-19 outbreak. 

(S5W-28307) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government has no powers to compel 
supermarkets to use home delivery services only for specific groups of 
people. 

There is unprecedented demand for online supermarket deliveries and we are 
working closely with supermarkets to provide priority access for those at the 
highest clinical risk from COVID-19 - those who are ‘shielding’. From 9 April, 
people in this group have been able to request that their details are passed to 
supermarkets so that they can be offered priority access if they need it, and 
these deliveries have begun. 

There are many people who are not in the clinically highest-risk ‘shielded’ 
group, but are otherwise vulnerable, for example people aged over 70 and 
people who receive the flu jab for health reasons. Supermarkets have 
increased their delivery capacity however it is not sufficient to cater to the 
size of this group, and so we are working to ensure other support is available, 
for example through the £70m Food Fund. 

We are in continued dialogue with retailers to see what further action may be 
possible in relation to supporting vulnerable groups, and we are also aware 
that some supermarkets are already offering priority delivery slots for older 
people. 
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ORAL QUESTIONS ON 28 APRIL 2020 

Topical Questions 
 
The following questions were asked: 
 

1. Kenneth Gibson: To ask the Scottish Government what it considers 
will be the impact on sport of an extended ban on public gatherings. 
(S5T-02111) 

2. Alexander Stewart: To ask the Scottish Government what it is 
doing to tackle fraudsters who are targeting vulnerable people during 
the COVID-19 outbreak. (S5T-02112) 

3. Ross Greer: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to 
reports that thousands of people in Scotland have lost their home-care 
support during the COVID-19 crisis. (S5T-02122) 

Oral answers can be found in the Official Report of proceedings here. 

First Minister’s Questions 

Questions from Party Leaders and oral answers provided can also be found in 
the Official Report of proceedings here. 

  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02111
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02112
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02122
http://parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12616&i=114112
http://parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12616&i=114116


18 
 

Written questions lodged on 28 April 2020  

(Expected answer date: 13 May) 

S5W-28625 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
non-COVID-19-related deaths there were in week (a) 14 and (b) 15 in 2020, 
broken down by cause, and how each figure compares with the five-year 
average. 

S5W-28753 Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government what steps 
it is taking to protect pregnant NHS employees during the COVID-19 
outbreak. 

S5W-28754 Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government at what 
point in their pregnancy should women not work in a public-facing role during 
the COVID-19 outbreak. 

S5W-28755 Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government what its 
advice is to pregnant women regarding work during the COVID-19 outbreak. 

S5W-28756 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
patients have been registered in hospital on each day since 1 February 2020, 
and how this compares with the figures on these dates in each of the last five 
years. 

S5W-28757 Anas Sarwar: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
people with (a) chronic lymphocytic leukaemia, (b) myeloproliferative 
neoplasms and (c) other blood cancers have received a letter from (i) the 
Chief Medical Officer and (ii) their local clinical care team asking them to 
shield at home for 12 weeks from the COVID-19 outbreak. 

S5W-28758 Anas Sarwar: To ask Scottish Government how many people 
with blood cancer have had (a) CAR-T cell therapy and (b) a stem cell 
transplant in each of the last six months for which data is available, and what 
impact the COVID-19 outbreak has had on access to this. 

S5W-28759 Anas Sarwar: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
extremely vulnerable people who have been asked to shield at home from the 
COVID-19 outbreak have (a) requested and (b) received support from (i) local 
authorities (ii) supermarkets and (iii) the wholesaler, Brakes and Bidfood, and 
how many subsequently received this support. 

S5W-28760 Anas Sarwar: To ask the Scottish Government whether 
volunteers who have been recruited for the NHS and care sectors in response 
to the COVID-19 outbreak will be among those providing telephone support to 
the extremely vulnerable group of people being asked to shield at home. 

S5W-28761 Gil Paterson: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the 
COVID-19 outbreak, whether it has given Tesco in Scotland additional rates 
relief other than the 1.5 pence non-domestic rates increase due in April 2020-
21 but not implemented. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28625
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28753
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28754
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28755
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28756
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28757
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28758
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28759
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28760
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28761
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 

answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer 

reports, which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by 

keyword, MSP asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by 

date and other filters, through the advanced search function on the 

Parliament’s website here. 

 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

