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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Monday 27 April 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 27 April can be found on page 8 of this document. 
 

There were no oral questions asked on 27 April. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 27 April) 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

S5W-28195 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what consideration it has given to ensuring that the education 
and training of psychological professionals continues during the COVID-19 outbreak, 
and what action it is taking to respond to any additional need for psychological 
support as a result of the outbreak. 
 
Clare Haughey: The education and training of psychological professionals will 
continue through the work of NHS Education for Scotland (NES), with adaptations to 
take account of current circumstances. Training numbers are being expanded. NES 
is also delivering a programme of education and training to equip the wider 
workforce in health and social care with psychosocial skills and knowledge.  
 
S5W-28198 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what initiatives it has implemented to ensure the psychological 
(a) welfare and (b) resilience of NHS staff during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 
Clare Haughey: I am leading work to support the psychological welfare and 
resilience of NHS staff during the COVID-19 outbreak. I have written to Health 
Boards about the importance of support for workforce wellbeing, highlighting key 
messages and approaches, and this was included in recent Scottish Government 
directives issued to Health Boards on mental health services.  
 
All Boards have developed responses to support their staff in response to the Covid-
19 outbreak. These responses include staff wellbeing ‘hubs’ and services, staff 
helplines and phone services, links with Occupational Health and Chaplaincy 
services, wellbeing and mental health guidance and digital offerings in relation to 
staff mental health and wellbeing. 
 
NHS Education for Scotland (NES) is taking forward national resources, training 
models and systems of practice support for local delivery to promote and address 
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staff psychological wellbeing and resilience arising from the Covid-19 response. The 
intention is to provide a ‘ladder’ of support spanning early intervention (Psychological 
First Aid) to complex care. This will help with prevention, early intervention and 
treatment of stress, anxiety, burn out, depression and post-traumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD). 
 
S5W-28199 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what initiatives it has implemented to ensure the (a) 
psychological and (b) physical welfare of NHS staff working in temporary hospitals. 
 
Clare Haughey: In relation to (a) psychological initiatives, I refer the member to my 
response to S5W-28198 on 27 April 2020. Staff working in temporary hospitals will 
be included in these initiatives. 
 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament's 
website, the search facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
In relation to (b) physical welfare: 
 
A programme of work is in progress to ensure that a range of wellbeing and practical 
support is in place for health and social care staff, covering guidance for staff, 
accommodation, catering and rest spaces.  
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 

 
S5W-28557 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government by what date it will resume the work of the Sustainable 
Housing for Everyone (SHORE) standards, and for what reason it paused this 
workstream. 
 
Kevin Stewart: A national review of the Sustainable Housing on Release for 
Everyone (SHORE) standards has been paused as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic so that Scottish Prison Service (SPS) and partners can focus on the public 
health emergency. That in no way detracts from the implementation of the standards. 
SPS, local authorities and their local partners are working together tirelessly to 
ensure individuals have suitable accommodation to go to on the day they are 
liberated from prison and this has been a focus of the early prisoner release 
planning.  
 
The implementation of the SHORE standards has continued since its publication in 
December 2017. Scottish Government has engaged regularly with local authorities, 
SPS, COSLA, ALACHO, SOLACE, Community Justice Scotland and other partners 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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to understand what impact the standards are having on individuals’ reintegration into 
communities, not just through meeting housing needs, but also by improving access 
to other public services and supporting them to avoid reoffending. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 

S5W-28336 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether sudden, unexpected and unexplained deaths are still being 
reported to the Scottish Fatalities Investigations Unit during the COVID-19 outbreak, 
and what its response is to reports of a significant number of unexplained deaths 
being recorded during the outbreak. 
 
James Wolffe QC: As Lord Advocate, I remain constitutionally responsible for the 
investigation of sudden, unexpected and unexplained deaths in Scotland throughout 
the current COVID-19 Pandemic. With one adjustment, the requirement to report 
sudden, unexpected and unexplained deaths to the Crown Office and Procurator 
Fiscal Service (COPFS) remains unchanged at this time; and such deaths continue 
to be reported to COPFS.  
 
That adjustment is, as I advised Parliament on 26 March, set out in a joint letter 
which was issued on 24 March 2020 from the Chief Medical Officer, COPFS, Police 
Scotland and the Registrar General to professionals in Scotland on the processes to 
be followed for providing a Medical Certificate of Cause of Death (MCCD, or Form 
11) during the COVID-19 Pandemic. This letter informed medical professionals that 
COVID-19 or presumed COVID-19 deaths do not require to be reported to COPFS, 
unless there is some other substantive reason for reporting the death. This approach 
reflects that taken in relation to previous significant outbreaks of infectious disease 
and reduces the demands being placed on medical professionals at this time. 
 
If there is some other substantive reason for reporting the death of a person with 
COVID-19 or presumed COVID-19 disease to COPFS, then it continues to require to 
be reported to COPFS. Equally, other sudden, unexpected and unexplained deaths 
require to be reported in the usual way. The level of investigation in each case will 
depend on the circumstances, and may include testing for COVID-19 and post 
mortem examination as appropriate.  
 
The numbers of sudden, unexpected and unexplained deaths being reported to 
COPFS during the COVID-19 pandemic is, at present, similar to the numbers being 
reported in previous months. COPFS officials are monitoring the situations closely. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 

S5W-28158 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what steps it will take to address reports of double-charging for 
childcare places for key workers during the COVID-19 outbreak, where they are 
asked to pay a retainer fee by their usual provider and full fees by a designated 
childcare provider. 
 
Maree Todd: Local authorities have been asked to put in place critical childcare 
provision for keyworkers and vulnerable families, and are working at pace to develop 
local approaches that reflect local circumstances. We understand that local 
authorities are taking a variety of approaches to keyworker provision and we are 
working closely with our local government partners to understand these models.  
 
With regard to places in private providers that cannot be accessed due to closures, it 
is up to individual businesses to set their own charging policies. The Scottish 
Government is, however, encouraging all childcare providers to be reasonable and 
balanced in their dealings with parents, recognising the incredibly challenging 
situation in which families find themselves.  
 
We understand that this is an anxious and worrying time for business owners in the 
childcare sector. It is of vital importance to the Scottish Government that our 
childcare sector survive and thrives after the pandemic. Childcare will play a critical 
role in Scotland’s economic recovery, and we are determined to achieve our 
ambition of improving children’s outcomes through expanded provision of high 
quality early learning and childcare.  
 
The UK and Scottish Governments have therefore developed a range of business 
support measures available to the childcare sector. The Scottish Government and 
local authorities have also guaranteed funding for statutory places throughout the 
period of closures. We would encourage childcare providers to look at our dedicated 
gov.scot advice pages for childcare providers to ensure they are making full use of 
the business and financial support available at this challenging time.  
 
S5W-28160 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its position is on childcare facilities charging full or part fees to 
parents as a retainer fee for childcare places while these facilities are either closed 
or open only to key workers during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 
Maree Todd: It is up to individual businesses to set their own charging policies. The 
Scottish Government is, however, encouraging all childcare providers to be 
reasonable and balanced in their dealings with parents, recognising the incredibly 
challenging situation in which families find themselves.  
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We understand that this is an anxious and worrying time for business owners in the 
childcare sector. It is of vital importance to the Scottish Government that our 
childcare sector survive and thrives after the pandemic. Childcare will play a critical 
role in Scotland’s economic recovery, and we are determined to achieve our 
ambition of improving children’s outcomes through expanded provision of high 
quality early learning and childcare.  
 
The UK and Scottish Governments have therefore developed a range of business 
support measures available to the childcare sector. The Scottish Government and 
local authorities have also guaranteed funding for statutory places throughout the 
period of closures. We would encourage childcare providers to look at our dedicated 
gov.scot advice pages for childcare providers to ensure they are making full use of 
the business and financial support available at this challenging time.  
 
S5W-28159 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether key worker childcare during the COVID-19 outbreak will be 
fully-funded, or whether these workers should expect to be charged full fees by the 
designated provider. 
 
Maree Todd: Local authorities have been asked to put in place critical childcare 
provision for keyworkers and vulnerable families, and are working at pace to develop 
local approaches that reflect local circumstances. We understand that local 
authorities are taking a variety of approaches to keyworker provision and we are 
working closely with our local government partners to understand these models. 
 
S5W-28172 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what its response is to reports that Dumfries and 
Galloway Council is withholding payments to some private, voluntary and 
independent nursery providers for funded places. 
 
Maree Todd: I issued a joint letter with the COSLA Spokesperson for Children and 
Young People on 24 March to confirm that where private or third sector providers 
(including childminders) are closed or children are unable to attend due to the 
pandemic, local authorities should continue payments for funded places for the 
duration of the closure, to ensure that local early learning and childcare (ELC) 
capacity is retained and to support sustainability for the future delivery of ELC. 
COSLA also published supporting guidance for commissioners on 24 March which 
can be found at: https://www.cosla.gov.uk/cosla-guidance-commissioners-during-
covid-19-response.  
 
Dumfries and Galloway Council have confirmed that they have brought forward 
payments to providers that have remained open and these payments have been 
made, whilst payments to providers that are now closed will be made in advance, as 
normal, within four weeks of the start of the new term. 

https://www.cosla.gov.uk/cosla-guidance-commissioners-during-covid-19-response
https://www.cosla.gov.uk/cosla-guidance-commissioners-during-covid-19-response
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Our colleagues in local government are working at pace under enormous pressure to 
respond to the extraordinary circumstances in which we all find ourselves. We are 
working together to resolve issues as they emerge, and I would like to thank councils 
for their continued efforts.  
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 

S5W-28387 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what consideration it has given to treating Ecclefechan 
Truckstop as a workplace canteen for HGV drivers during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 
Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government has given the matter appropriate 
consideration and we have written to the Truckstop proprietor to clarify the position.  
 
All services that remain open during the current period must adhere to the 
emergency health protection legislation. Any public food outlet needs to comply with 
the restrictions which do not permit the consumption of food on premises.     
 
The haulage industry in Scotland and its support network are vital to our efforts to 
mitigate the impact of COVID-19 on all businesses and individuals in Scotland. 
These restrictions are designed to safeguard public health and this is especially 
pertinent for drivers and the haulage industry and the vital role they are performing in 
this National effort.    
 
The Scottish Government is grateful to the haulage industry in Scotland and its 
support network which are working extremely hard to help ensure food and other 
essential items remain available. We will continue to support those efforts during this 
unprecedented situation.  

 
S5W-28369 
 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S5W-28071 by Michael Matheson on 
7 April 2020, what it is doing to monitor the situation closely to measure whether its 
response is sufficient, and how it is identifying where capacity means that social 
distancing is not possible on public transport. 
 
Michael Matheson: Transport Scotland continues to liaise with public transport 
operators to ensure appropriate social distancing measures are in place. We are 
engaging with bus operators, through CPT, to share the latest, updated health 
guidance and ensure we hear their ongoing concerns or queries. ScotRail's on-board 
staff are conducting daily monitoring on the numbers of passengers travelling to 
ensure social distancing is managed effectively. The Caledonian Sleeper has 
withdrawn the seating coach, with all passengers now allocated to berths with pre-
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booking required. CalMac has introduced a number of measures to reduce exposure 
including ceasing cash handling at ports and on smaller vessels and closing retail 
offerings. Similarly, Northlink has adopted processes from official guidelines and 
have implemented a range of disciplines to restrict crew interaction and to avoid 
contact with passengers onboard. 
 
 
S5W-28435 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it has had with 
representatives from the aviation industry regarding COVID-19; how much financial 
support for COVID-19 it has made available to the aviation sector, and whether it 
plans to allocate further funding to the aviation sector beyond what it has already 
announced. 
 
Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government continues to engage with 
representatives of the aviation industry on the impact of COVID-19 and how best to 
support recovery. In addition to the UK Government’s COVID-19 support measures, 
the aviation industry will also benefit from the Scottish Government’s £2.3bn 
business support package. There are currently no plans to allocate further funding to 
the aviation industry, however we will continue to monitor the situation and will 
consider carefully any representations from individual companies. 
 
S5W-28437 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how much financial support in relation to 
COVID-19 it has allocated to (a)(i) Glasgow, (ii) Edinburgh, (iii) Aberdeen and (iv) 
Prestwick Airport and (b) Highlands and Islands Airports Limited (HIAL). 
 
Michael Matheson: As part of the Scottish Government’s £2.3bn COVID-19 
business support package, airports have been granted non-domestic rates relief for 
financial year 2020-21.  
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WRITTEN QUESTIONS LODGED ON 27 APRIL 2020  
 

Written questions lodged on 27 April 2020 
(Expected answer date: 11 May) 

 
S5W-28700 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what support it 
routinely provides to unpaid carers, and whether it plans to increase this 
during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
S5W-28701 Mark Ruskell: To ask the Scottish Government how it is utilising 
the veterinary science sector to increase COVID-19 testing capacity. R 
S5W-28705 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
review the full business and regulatory impact assessment for the deposit 
return scheme in light of the COVID-19 outbreak. R 
S5W-28706 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government what impact 
the COVID-19 outbreak could have on the design and implementation of the 
proposed deposit return scheme, and what its position is on whether there is 
now a case for greater flexibility in its design. R 
S5W-28707 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government how many people 
have been discharged from hospital to care homes since 1 February 2020, 
and how many have subsequently died. 
S5W-28708 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is 
on the National Clinical Director's comment, reported on 13 March 2020, that 
he was "comfortable" with a Celtic v Rangers football match going ahead. 
S5W-28709 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is 
on the National Clinical Director's comment on 16 March 2020 that, for "public 
health reasons", it was fine that people, including his wife, had recently been 
to a music concert. 
S5W-28710 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is 
on the National Clinical Director's comments, reported on 16 March 2020, that 
"we will almost certainly, as a four-country UK, we will move to a position in 
the next few weeks where we will ask those groups (the over-70s and those 
with pre-existing conditions) to not stay at home in the social isolation way 
that we are telling the symptomatic to do so, but to reduce their social 
contact", and that "it might be mosques, it might be churches, it might be 
bingo… and pubs. What we are not suggesting, unlike those with symptoms, 
is that those people would cut off family contact and not be able to receive 
visitors. In fact, quite the opposite, we expect family contact to increase in that 
group so that those people will be looked after. The last thing that we want is 
four months of loneliness." 
S5W-28711 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is 
on the National Clinical Director's comments, reported on 16 March 2020, that 
"schools don’t help us much with the spread of the virus. It seems counter-
intuitive I know”, and that it might be appealing to close schools and colleges 
and "shut the border, hunker down…and reopen in two weeks’ time" but that 
"doesn’t work" and "the science suggests the virus will be there. So when you 
reopen, the vulnerable will be hit again and your spike will just be later." 
S5W-28712 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is 
on the National Clinical Director's comments on Channel 4 News on 16 March 
2020 that he is "not so sure" he likes the phrase, herd immunity, but that 
"what we're trying to do is manage the spread of the virus safely over time in 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28700
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28701
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28705
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28706
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28707
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28708
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28709
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28710
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28711
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28712
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the population", and how these comments can be reconciled with the 
statement in its publication, Coronavirus (COVID-19): framework for decision 
making, that "while it is obvious that government cannot guarantee that no-
one will become infected with this virus in future, we are clear that an 
assumption that there is a proportion or section of the population that it is safe 
or acceptable to allow to be infected forms no part of the Scottish 
Government's policy or approach." 
S5W-28714 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is 
on the National Clinical Director's reported comment on BBC Breakfast on 22 
March 2020 that he knew there was enough Personal Protective Equipment 
(PPE) for the COVID-19 outbreak. 
S5W-28715 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is 
on the National Clinical Director's reported comment on Channel 4 News on 
16 March 2020 that Scotland would begin testing 1.2 million people for 
COVID-19; how many of the 1.2 million people have since been tested, and, 
at the current rate, when testing of all 1.2 million will be completed. 
S5W-28718 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment it has made of the impact of COVID-19 on black and minority 
ethnic (BAME) people. 
S5W-28719 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment it has made of the impact of COVID-19 by area of deprivation. 
S5W-28720 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what progress 
has been made in Scotland in the development of (a) an anti-body test and (b) 
a vaccine for COVID-19. 
S5W-28722 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what progress 
has been made with the development of a contact tracing strategy in 
response to the COVID-19 outbreak. 
S5W-28723 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what action will 
be taken to reschedule the elective operations cancelled due to the COVID-19 
outbreak. 
S5W-28725 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how it will 
ensure that water prices remain affordable over the next five years. 
S5W-28726 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
waive the Scottish Social Services Council (SSSC) registration fee for all care 
workers during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
S5W-28727 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
COBRA meetings have taken place in (a) 2019 and (b) 2020 to which the First 
Minister was invited and (i) attended and (ii) did not attend and on what dates 
these took place. 
S5W-28728 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
people have been discharged from hospital to a care home in (a) March and 
(b) April 2020 and, of that number, how many were tested for COVID-19. 
S5W-28729 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what guidance 
has been issued to (a) GPs and (b) care homes about do not resuscitate 
(DNR) notices, and when this was issued. 
S5W-28730 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether relatives 
with power of attorney should be consulted about do not resuscitate (DNR) 
notices when a patient lacks capacity. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28714
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28715
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28718
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28719
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28720
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28722
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28723
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28725
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28726
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28727
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28728
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28729
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28730
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S5W-28731 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
residents of older people’s care homes were admitted to hospital with 
suspected COVID-19 in (a) March 2020 and (b) April 2020. 
S5W-28732 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government, of the patients 
who have tested positive for COVID-19 and have died in hospital, how many 
were residents of older people’s care homes. 
S5W-28733 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government, of the confirmed 
or suspected cases of COVID-19 that are in intensive care to date, how many 
are residents of older people’s care homes. 
S5W-28734 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government, of the patients 
currently in hospital with either confirmed or suspected COVID-19, how many 
are residents of older people’s care homes. 
S5W-28735 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whatthe 
intensive care unit bed (a) capacity and (b) occupancy rate has been on each 
day since 1 March 2020. 
S5W-28736 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what risk 
assessment was made of the likely impact of COVID-19 on care homes 
for older people; who carried out this assessment, and when. 
S5W-28737 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what guidance 
has been issued to (a) local authorities and (b) care homes regarding the care 
of older people during the COVID-19 outbreak; when this was issued, and 
what each piece of guidance covered. 
S5W-28738 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how many older 
people discharged from hospital to care homes have died of (a) 
suspected and (b) confirmed COVID-19. 
S5W-28739 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
deaths from (a) confirmed and (b) suspected COVID-19 there have been in 
care homes that had a Care Inspectorate report score of (i) adequate and (ii) 
weak, and how this compares with the total number of deaths. 
S5W-28740 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the 
COVID-19 outbreak, what action has been taken by the Care Inspectorate to 
advise care homes of (a) infection control measures, (b) the acquisition of 
personal protective equipment (PPE) and (c) admission protocols, and when. 
S5W-28741 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government what additional 
financial support it is putting is in place during the COVID-19 outbreak for 
Scotland-domiciled students studying at universities in England, including the 
University of Cumbria.  
S5W-28742 Finlay Carson: To ask the Scottish Government what financial 
support it has given to the food and drink wholesale sector during the COVID-
19 outbreak. 
S5W-28743 Finlay Carson: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it 
has to expand the rates relief programme to assist groups in the hospitality 
supply chain, including food and drink wholesalers, that have been impacted 
by the decision to close restaurants, pubs and other leisure venues during the 
COVID-19 outbreak. 
S5W-28744 Finlay Carson: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the 
First Minister's comments regarding a phased exit from the lockdown that is in 
place to respond to the COVID-19 outbreak, and reports that hospitality and 
leisure businesses might be among the last to re-open, what financial support 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28731
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28732
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28733
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28734
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28735
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28736
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28737
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28738
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28739
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28740
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28741
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28742
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28743
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28744
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it will offer to the hospitality supply chain, including food and drink 
wholesalers, so that they can remain in business. 
S5W-28745 Finlay Carson: To ask the Scottish Government what support it 
is providing during the COVID-19 outbreak to food wholesalers that have 
procurement contracts to supply schools.  
S5W-28746 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government when personal 
protective equipment (PPE) for COVID-19 will be provided to all dental 
practices. 
S5W-28749 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it is 
making to allow the safe reopening of dog and other pet grooming facilities, in 
light of animal welfare concerns regarding them being closed in response to 
COVID-19. 
S5W-28750 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it is 
making to allow the safe reopening of independent podiatry services. 
S5W-28751 Brian Whittle: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the 
drug being tested as a possible treatment for COVID-19, what steps it is 
taking to ensure that there are adequate supplies of hydroxychloroquine to 
treat people with rheumatoid disease, and whether it can offer a similar 
assurance to that given by NHS England that it will maintain supplies for its 
service users. 
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