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      22 September 2014  
Dear Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Scotland 
 
Welfare Reform Committee invitation  

 
Thank you for providing evidence to the Welfare Reform Committee on 26 June on 
the UK Government’s Welfare Reforms.  
 
One of the areas discussed during the course of your evidence session was food 
banks. At the meeting you indicated that you thought that further research was 
required to establish whether there is a link between welfare reform and increasing 
food bank use. It now appears from material released by the Minister for 
Employment that no further research is proposed by the Department for Work and 
Pensions.  
 
The Committee therefore believes that it is important that we accept the offer you 
made at the meeting to meet with witnesses who have previously given evidence to 
the Committee on the link between food banks and welfare reform. The Committee 
would like to arrange a public Committee meeting for you to attend to give evidence 
alongside witnesses the Committee has heard from on the issue of food banks. As 
you will be aware from my recent letter to the Minister for Employment the 
Committee is extremely disappointed that the UK Government continues to fail to 
acknowledge that there is a direct correlation between welfare reform and the 
increase in the use of food banks. I hope that this meeting will give you an 
opportunity to hear first-hand the evidence that exists for the link. It would be much 
appreciated if your office could contact the Clerks to the Committee to liaise on a 
suitable date for the meeting.    
 
At your evidence session on 26 June you also offered to provide the Committee with 
a detailed response to the Committee’s Report on the Local Impact of Welfare 
Reform commissioned from the Centre for Regional Economic and Social Research 
at Sheffield Hallam University. The Committee would welcome this analysis from the 
UK Government.  
 
You also offered the Committee the opportunity to bring to your attention the details 
of any claims the Committee is made aware of regarding individuals who have been 
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unfairly subject to benefit sanctions. The Committee will shortly be publicising this 
offer to its stakeholders and also highlighting it on our website and twitter feed.  
 
I look forward to hearing from you soon.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 

MICHAEL MCMAHON MSP 
CONVENER 

 


