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Justice Committee 
 

Scottish Government’s Draft Budget 2014-15 
 

Written submission from South Lanarkshire Council 
 
 

Further to your e-mail 0f 26 September, I am pleased to submit comments on behalf 
of South Lanarkshire Council. 
 
Chapter 6 Justice 
 
1.1  The most relevant item here was the Criminal Justice Social Work grant.  
Table 6.1.15 details the funding as follows: 
 
Criminal Justice Social Work 2013-2014  

budget (£m) 
2014-2015 
draft budget (£m) 

2015-2016 
plans (£m) 

 86.5 86.5 86.5 
 
1.2 Although this is a flat cash settlement i.e. no increase or decrease, the reality 
is that when inflation is taken into account it results in a reduction in overall funding 
of  £1.6 million 2014/15 and a further £1.5 million 2015/16.  The overall reduction is 
therefore £3.1 million.  These figures are arrived at using the information at table 
6.02. 
 
Criminal Justice Social 
Work 

2013-2014  
budget  
(£m) 

2014-2015 
draft budget 
(£m) 

2015-2016 
plans  
(£m) 

Overall  
movement 
(£m) 

Spending Plan 86.5 86.5 86.5 0 
Real terms (effect of 
inflation) 

86.5 84.9 83.4 3.1 

 

Year on year movement 
    

Spending Plan  0 0  
Real terms (effect of 
inflation) 

 1.6 1.5  

 
1.3 In the section headed What the budget does it states that “in order to show 
our support for robust community disposals, we will maintain the budgets for 
Community Payback Orders.” 
 
1.4  It is disappointing that no increased financial support is being made available. 
 
1.5 As the grant formula is based on workload statistics, it is not possible to 
determine what the budget allocation may mean for South Lanarkshire Council.  
Similarly, any dampening to be applied 2014-15 is not yet known. 
 
Chapter 11 Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service 
 
No comment to offer 
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Whilst looking through some other sections of the document I noted at Annex C 
Public Service Reform delivery update that the Reducing Offending Change Fund 
will continue in 2015-16, with existing funding maintained in full to deliver new 
projects in partnership with the third sector and others.  Up till now funding for the 
Change Fund was to March 2015. 
 
Harry Stevenson 
Executive Director, Social Work Resources 
15 October 2013 
 


