
Thursday 18 December 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

Mark McDonald (Aberdeen Donside) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many small businesses have received support from the Small Business Bonus Scheme in 2014 
and what was the (a) average and (b) overall saving was. 

 (S4W-23522) 

Fergus Ewing: Recent statistics have revealed record numbers of business properties in Scotland 
are receiving rates relief under the Small Business Bonus Scheme, with 96,265 properties (over two in 
five) being supported by the initiative in 2014-15 – up four per cent from 2013-14 and an increase of 
50 per cent since the scheme’s introduction in 2008-09. The average saving for a property is £1,724 
with the overall savings to business properties in Scotland estimated to be £166 million in 2014-15. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what information it 
has regarding how many people in each of the lowest three Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation 
deciles are in receipt of a council tax reduction. 

 (S4W-23532) 

John Swinney: Information is collected on how many ‘households’ in each of the lowest three 
Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation deciles are in receipt of a council tax reduction. 

I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-23533 on 15 December 2014. All answers to 
written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which 
can be found at:http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

Enterprise and Environment 

Mark McDonald (Aberdeen Donside) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
how much tourism revenue has been generated in 2014, also broken down by revenue generated by 
the (a) Commonwealth Games and (b) Ryder Cup. 

 (S4W-23524) 

Fergus Ewing: Provisional figures for the 12 months, July 2013 to June 2014, show combined 
domestic and overseas visitor expenditure of £4.6 billion, a 6% increase in the same period in 2012-13 
(£4.3 billion). The Scottish Government does not provide data for periods shorter than a year due to 
the small sample sizes. 

In terms of the positive impact of the Commonwealth Games, the XX Commonwealth Games Visitor 
Impact Study: Interim Report: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0046/00463511.pdf stated that 
day visitors to the Commonwealth Games spent a total of £66 million, and overnight visitors a total of 
£216 million. 

The economic impact of the 2014 Ryder Cup is being evaluated post-event by independent 
researchers at the Sport Industry Research Centre at Sheffield Hallam University. The economic 
impact study will estimate the event’s overall economic impact and capture the impacts on tourism, 
among other impacts. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government when the 
Scottish Natural Heritage Scientific Advisory Committee sub-group on sustainable moorland 
management will (a) complete and (b) publish its report. 

 (S4W-23614) 

Aileen McLeod: The Scottish Natural Heritage Scientific Advisory Committee plan to consider their 
report in March 2015 and to publish shortly thereafter. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0046/00463511.pdf


Siobhan McMahon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many consultants Scottish Water employed in (a) 2011-12, (b) 2012-13 and (c) 2013-14 and has 
employed in 2014-15 and at what cost in each year. 

 (S4W-23623) 

Keith Brown: Scottish Water purchases consultancy services through framework contracts. The 
level of expenditure is reported for the last four years through the Scottish Water website in line with 
the Public Sector Reform Act. This information can be found by clicking on this link: 
https://www.scottishwater.co.uk/about-us/freedom-of-information/public-sector-reform-act. 

 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
messages the Minister for Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform took to the international 
community at the recent United Nations climate conference in Lima. 

 (S4W-23696) 

Aileen McLeod: I attended the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 20
th 

session of the Conference of the Parties in Lima last week to help influence stronger global 
commitment to action by sharing Scotland’s ambition on climate change and our championing of 
climate justice, as well as participating in discussions on the importance of non-state actors, human 
rights and gender issues. 

I took the message that Scotland is ready to play its part in delivering an ambitious climate change 
treaty. We have already unilaterally set challenging targets both pre and post-2020, with a world-
leading target of at least a 42% emissions cut by 2020 and 58% by 2027 in line with what the climate 
science tells us we will have to do. Scotland’s emissions in 2012 were 26.4% lower than the 1990 
baseline and we generated 46.6% equivalent of our gross electricity consumption from renewables in 
2013. Our solid progress has been praised by our independent assessors the Committee on Climate 
Change. We have committed almost £1 billion of Scottish Government funding over the next two years 
for climate change action. Scotland is putting human rights at the heart of climate change action, 
championing climate justice and building trust between developed and developing countries through 
our innovative Climate Justice Fund which is supporting some of the poorest and most climate 
vulnerable people in Malawi, Tanzania, Zambia and Rwanda. 

The Lima Call for Climate Action has kept the international negotiations moving forward, although 
with important issues, principally the overall level of global ambition, yet to be resolved. Our Cabinet 
Sub-Committee on Climate Change will meet in 2015 to discuss our actions to support delivery of our 
ambitious climate change goals. We know our targets are not easy but they are at the level the 
international community needs to match if the new climate treaty in Paris in 2015 is to stand a good 
chance of limiting global temperature rise to no more than 2 degrees Celsius. 

Finance 

Gordon MacDonald (Edinburgh Pentlands) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many people covered by its pay policy will be affected by the increase in the living 
wage on 1 April 2015 and what their average pay increase will be. 

 (S4W-23519) 

John Swinney: Addressing low pay is an explicit objective of our public sector pay policy. 

Almost 640 individuals covered by our public sector pay policy will directly benefit from the increase 
in living wage from £7.65 per hour to £7.85 per hour. The increase will normally be applied as part of 
each public body’s annual pay settlement which may be 1 April 2015 or later. Details of individual 
settlement dates are available in the submission timetable available at:  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Government/public-sector-pay/staff-pay 

The average annual pay increase will depend upon individual hours worked but for a full-time 
employee it will be in the region of £390. 

Health and Social Care 

Malcolm Chisholm (Edinburgh Northern and Leith) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what recent discussions it has had with NHS Lothian about its financial situation. 

https://www.scottishwater.co.uk/about-us/freedom-of-information/public-sector-reform-act
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Government/public-sector-pay/staff-pay


 (S4O-3850) 

Shona Robison: Officials from the Scottish Government Health and Social Care Directorate met 
with the Director of Finance and the Deputy Director of Finance from NHS Lothian on 18 November 
2014. The focus was on NHS Lothian delivering a balanced outturn for 2014-15, with early planning 
for 2015-16 also being discussed. A further meeting is scheduled for 8 January 2015. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when the peer 
approved clinical system will replace the individual patient treatment request system. 

Holding answer issued: 23 July 2014 (S4W-21912) 

Shona Robison: Changes to access to medicines policy have already been introduced and 
hundreds more patients throughout Scotland are already accessing new treatments. 

The interim individual patient treatment request system was introduced in 2013-14, and brought 
greater flexibility which has seen a significant increase in the number of applications and approvals to 
the new system. 

Due to this substantial increase in patients accessing new treatments, and ahead of a body of 
Scottish Medicines Consortium decisions which will reduce reliance on individual requests, we are 
planning to carefully pilot the rollout of the Peer Approved Clinical System early in 2015 to ensure that 
it does not reduce this increase in access to treatments through changes already made. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
the revised Sexual Health and Blood Borne Virus Framework to be published in 2015 will include a 
requirement to respond to the reported increasing number of people growing older with HIV who also 
have (a) cardiovascular disease, (b) mental health disease and (c) dementia. 

(S4W-23619) 

Maureen Watt: The refreshed Sexual Health and Blood Borne Virus Framework is still in the early 
stages of development and evaluation of the existing framework is ongoing. No decisions have been 
made on any recommendations to be included in the refreshed framework, however the needs of 
people living with HIV, including those who are ageing or who have other health conditions will 
continue to be a priority. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
revised Sexual Health and Blood Borne Virus Framework to be published in 2015 will introduce opt-
out testing and screening of prisoners on commencement of their custodial sentences. 

 (S4W-23624) 

Maureen Watt: The refreshed Sexual Health and Blood Borne Virus Framework is still in the early 
stages of development and evaluation of the existing framework is ongoing. No decisions have been 
made on any recommendations to be included in the refreshed framework, however those at 
increased risk of blood borne viruses, including prisoners, remain a priority. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
undertake a pilot of screening and treating inmates with hepatitis C in Scottish Prison Service facilities 
in light of new treatment regimens with reported cure rates in excess of 90% with a 12 or eight week 
treatment period. 

 (S4W-23625) 

Maureen Watt: The Sexual Health and Blood Borne Virus Framework recognises the importance of 
ensuring prisoners in Scotland can access hepatitis C treatment. Around 10% of all new treatment 
initiations in Scotland every year are amongst those in prison. 

In May 2012, the Scottish Prison Service published a report of a study carried out by the University 
of the West of Scotland and others, Hepatitis C Prevalence and Incidence amongst Scottish Prisoners 



and Staff Views of its Management. The report found that health indicators including hepatitis C 
testing and treatment were all higher or similar to coverage achieved in the community. 

In 2013, a total of 578 prisoners in prisons within Scotland’s four largest NHS board areas were 
tested for hepatitis C, and in 2013-14 a total of 141 prisoners within all Scottish prisons were initiated 
on hepatitis C treatment.  

Learning and Justice 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many (a) deaths and (b) injuries have been attributed to drink driving 
incidents in each year since 2011, and how many cases involved a driver with a blood-alcohol level of 
between 50 and 80 mg per 100 ml. 

 (S4W-23555) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government does not hold statistics on the blood/alcohol level of 
drivers involved in road traffic accidents. However, the Department for Transport (DfT) annually 
estimates the number of reported drink drive casualties: i.e. those casualties in reported injury road 
accidents involving drivers with illegal alcohol levels (above the drink-drive limit of 80 milligrams (mg) 
of alcohol per 100 millilitres (ml) of blood or 35 micrograms per 100ml of breath which was in force at 
that time).  

DfT estimates for Scotland were published in Reported Road Casualties Scotland 2013 in October 
2014 and are provided in the following table:  

Estimated number of reported drink 
drive casualties, Scotland 

Killed Serious Slight Total 

2011 20 90 570 680 

2012 10 100 470 580 

2008-12 average 20 130 630 780 
Source: Reported Road Casualties Scotland 2013 (based on DfT estimates) 

Note: Figures are rounded to the nearest 10; columns may not sum due to rounding. 

There are no estimates for Scotland of the number of alcohol-related injury road accidents which 
involve legal alcohol levels (i.e. alcohol levels up to and including the drink-drive limit in force at that 
time of 80mg of alcohol per 100ml of blood). 

Evidence cited in the North report on drink and drug driving, published in 2010, found that a driver 
was approximately three times more likely to be involved in an accident with a blood alcohol 
concentration of 50mg per 100ml than with zero blood alcohol. The North report also highlighted that 
evidence shows a driver is approximately 10 times more likely to be involved in an accident with a 
blood alcohol concentration of 80mg per 100ml than with zero blood alcohol. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
apprenticeships lasting a year or less have been completed in each year since 2008-09. 

 (S4W-23562) 

Roseanna Cunningham: This is an operational matter for Skills Development Scotland (SDS) and 
the information you have requested is not included in the statistical information SDS routinely publish 
in line with official statistics guidance. I will ask the Chief Executive of SDS to respond to your 
question. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Mark McDonald (Aberdeen Donside) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide an update on the distribution of and costs associated with Scotland’s Future: 
Your Guide to an Independent Scotland. 

 (S4W-23717) 

John Swinney: Information relating to the distribution and costs associated with Scotland’s Future: 
Your Guide to an Independent Scotland was released in answer to parliamentary question S4W-
20080 on 11 March 2014. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at:  



http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx  

Scotland’s Future: Your Guide to an independent Scotland has been available to order at no cost to 
individuals in hard copy or digital formats since its launch in November 2013. Reprints of Scotland’s 
Future were undertaken in response to unprecedented demand from the public and, in total, 80,000 
copies were printed. 

Latest available figures show that over 165,000 copies of the white paper have been ordered. As at 
3 December 2014, 91,102 copies of Scotland’s Future have been downloaded in digital format and 
75,386 have been distributed as a hard copy. All copies issued to members of the public were in 
response to a request from that individual. 

To meet this demand, production, printing and distribution costs further to those released in March 
2014 are: 

 
 

Scotland’s Future: Your guide to an independent 
Scotland 

Costs 

Production, including the production of related excerpts 
from the white paper as outlined at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/constitution/publicati
ons 

£33,226 

Print  £281,950 

Distribution, process handling and fulfilment £91,844 

Total  £407,020 

 

Mark McDonald (Aberdeen Donside) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide an update on the public information costs associated with Scotland’s Future: 
Your Guide to an Independent Scotland. 

 (S4W-23719) 

John Swinney: Information on costs of public information activity related to Scotland’s Future was 
released in answer to parliamentary questions S4W-21283 on 22 May 2014 and S4W-22236 on 20 
August 2014. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, 
the search facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx   

In addition to the expenditure set out in those answers, the following expenditure has been made in 
financial year 2014-15 in relation to public information activity associated with Scotland’s Future: 

Description Spend 

Digital Development  £31,149 

Media  £74,918 

Creative and Production £50,274 

Total £156,341 

 

Mark McDonald (Aberdeen Donside) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide an update on the costs of events associated with Scotland’s Future: Your Guide 
to an Independent Scotland. 

 (S4W-23720) 

John Swinney: Information relating to costs of events held in 2013-14 was included in answer to 
parliamentary question S4W-21284 on 22 May 2014. All answers to written parliamentary questions 
are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx   

The Scotland’s Future events programme began with the launch of this document on 26 November 
2013 and includes a stakeholder event on 10 December 2013 and a programme of public question 
and answer events hosted across Scotland. 

The following expenditure in relation to events associated with Scotland’s Future has been made in 
financial year 2014-15: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/constitution/publications
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/constitution/publications
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


National Events 
National Women’s Event – Edinburgh – 9 June 2014 

Description Spend 

Venue, catering and services £5,790.40 

Technical services £2,775.36 

Production £1,724.40 

Total £10,290.16 

 

National Youth Event – Glasgow – 20 June 2014 

Description Spend 

Venue, catering and services £12,825.14 

Technical services £7,348.90 

Production £925.50 

Total £20,199.54 

 

Local Events 

Kirkintilloch – 1 April 2014 

Description Spend 

Venue, catering and services £472.00 

Media local press £273.35 

Production £143.50 

Total £888.85 

 

Ullapool – 17 April 2014 

Description Spend 

Venue, catering and services £88.15 

Technical services £840.00 

Media local press £12.05 

Production £151.86 

Total £1,092.06 

 

Fort William – 22 April 2014 

Description Spend 

Venue, catering and services £217.31 

Technical services £648.00 

Media Local Press £219.12 

Production £151.86 

Total £1,236.29 

 

Edinburgh Central – 24 April 2014 

Description Spend 

Venue, catering and services £667.00 

Media local press £438.24 

Production £116.86 

Total £1,222.10 

 

Edinburgh North – 24 April 2014 

Description Spend 

Venue, catering and services £168.00 

Media Local Press £438.24 

Production £116.86 

Total £723.10 

 

Perth – 28 April 2014 



Description Spend 

Venue, catering and services £305.60 

Media local press £315.53 

Production £151.86 

Total £772.99 

 

Kirkcaldy – 28 April 2014 

Description Spend 

Venue, catering and services £451.71 

Media local press £361.55 

Production £166.86 

Total £980.12 

 

 
 
Penicuik – 30 April 2014 

Description Spend 

Venue, catering and services £236.00 

Technical services £396.00 

Media local press £268.42 

Production £151.86 

Total £1,052.28 

 

Hawick – 28 May 2014 

Description Spend 

Venue, catering and services £366.20 

Media local press £136.95 

Production £167.45 

Total £670.60 

 

Edinburgh West – 28 May 2014 

Description Spend 

Venue, catering and services £643.28 

Technical services £530.40 

Media local press £730.40 

Production £167.45 

Total £2,071.53 

 

Musselburgh – 2 June 2014 

Description Spend 

Venue, catering and services £517.80 

Technical services £340.62 

Media local press £221.86 

Production £167.45 

Total £1,247.73 

 

Inverness – 5 June 2014 

Description Spend 

Venue, catering and services £317.69 

Media local press £328.68 

Production £167.45 

Total £813.82 

 

Elgin - 9 June 2014 



Description Spend 

Venue, catering and services £82.50 

Technical services £645.60 

Media local press £493.02 

Production £167.45 

Total £1,388.57 

 

Largs – 9 June 2014 

Description Spend 

Venue, catering and services £780.00 

Technical services £492.00 

Media local press £328.68 

Production £200.94 

Car hire £31.20 

Total £1,832.82 

 

Aviemore – 16 June 2014 

Description Spend 

Venue, catering and services £215.38 

Technical services £612.00 

Media local press £493.02 

Production £167.45 

Total £1,487.85 

 

Orkney – 21 June 2014 

Description Spend 

Venue, catering and services £119.20 

Media local press £275.19 

Total £394.39 

 

Clydebank – 25 June 2014 

Description Spend 

Venue, catering and services £412.92 

Media local press £271.16 

Production £167.45 

Total £851.53 

 

Cumbernauld – 25 June 2014 

Description Spend 

Venue, catering and services £117.50 

Technical services £426.00 

Production £167.45 

Total £710.95 

 

Livingston – 26 June 2014 

Description Spend 

Venue, catering and services £640.00 

Media local press £311.15 

Production £167.45 

Total £1,118.60 

 

Newton Mearns – 30 June 2014 

Description Spend 

Venue, catering and services £92.00 



Media local press £447.37 

Production £167.45 

Total £706.82 

 

Dumfries – 7 July 2014 

Description Spend 

Venue, catering and services £1,067.45 

Technical services £425.00 

Media local press £407.20 

Production £205.75 

Total £2,105.40 

 

Peebles – 8 July 2014 

Description Spend 

Venue, catering and services £144.00 

Media local press £164.34 

Production £205.75 

Total £514.09 

 

Lerwick – 15 July 2014 

Description Spend 

Venue, catering and services £117.40 

Media local press £175.84 

Production £205.75 

Total £498.99 

 

Tobermory – 17 July 2014 

Description Spend 

Venue, catering and services £176.34 

Media local press £328.68 

Production £205.75 

Total £710.77 

 

Ayr – 21 July 2014 

Description Spend 

Venue, catering and services £230.20 

Media local press £424.00 

Production £205.75 

Total £859.95 

 

South Uist – 22 July 2014 

Description Spend 

Venue, catering and services £74.06 

Media local press £221.34 

Production £205.75 

Total £501.15 

 

Annan – 1 August 2014 

Description Spend 

Venue, catering and services £93.26 

Technical services £569.00 

Media local press £192.28 

Production £205.75 

Total £1,060.29 



 

Kilmarnock – 4 August 2014 

Description Spend 

Venue, catering and services £254.00 

Media local press £308.96 

Production £205.75 

Total £768.71 

 

Greenock – 11 August 2014 

Description Spend 

Venue, catering and services £312.12 

Media local press £202.69 

Production £205.75 

Total £720.58 

 

Glasgow – 12 August 2014 

Description Spend 

Venue, catering and services £677.00 

Media local press £727.00 

Production £411.50 

Total £1,815.50 

 

Stonehaven – 12 August 2014 

Description Spend 

Venue, catering and services £270.00 

Media local press £205.10 

Production £205.75 

Car Hire £32.40 

Total £713.25 

 

Dundee – 14 August 2014 

Description Spend 

Venue, catering and services £781.08 

Media local press £870.45 

Production £411.50 

Total £2,063.03 

 
Alloa – 19 August 2014: 

Description Spend 

Venue, catering and services £202.75 

Media local press £403.18 

Production £205.75 

Total £811.68 

In addition, £3,479.91 has been spent during financial year 2014-15 to cover costs incurred for 
events held during the previous financial year. 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-23534 
S4W-23535 
S4W-23536 


