
Tuesday 16 December 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking to tackle the reported increase of almost 600% in foodbank users in Glasgow in the last year. 

 (S4W-23488) 

Alex Neil: The Emergency Food Fund is providing over £500,000 of funding to 26 projects across 
Scotland. This includes five projects in the city of Glasgow. 

Enterprise and Environment 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what analysis it has 
carried out of the effect of a falling oil price on (a) jobs and (b) the economy in (i) the north east and (ii) 
Scotland. 

 (S4W-23497) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government is carefully monitoring the oil price given the importance 
of the oil and gas sector in Scotland. The fall in oil prices will be beneficial in terms of reduced 
transport costs – helping individuals and businesses. We are aware that the falling oil price has the 
potential to impact on levels of investment in the UK Continental Shelf (UKCS) and that is why we 
have repeatedly pressed the UK Government to ensure a competitive and stable fiscal regime. The 
steps announced last week are a step in the right direction but more needs to be done to secure the 
long term investment in the UKCS that we need to recover the potential 24 billion barrel of oil 
equivalent. 

Nevertheless, a range of forecasters estimate that prices are to rebound in 2015. In this line, the 
Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries, in their 2014 World Oil Outlook (published on 6 
November 2014) assume a nominal price of $110 in the period up to 2020. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what estimate it 
has made of oil prices for the next five years. 

 (S4W-23496) 

John Swinney: A range of institutions have published forecasts for oil prices in recent months. The 
recent dip in prices has been driven by a number of factors, many of which are anticipated to be 
temporary, and the majority of forecasters expect prices to start rising again next year. For example, in 
their 2014 World Oil Outlook report published last month, the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting 
Countries assumes a nominal oil price of $110 over the period to 2020. This is in line with the price 
assumption used in Scotland’s Future. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
review the methodology used to predict oil prices in its white paper on independence. 

 (S4W-23498) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-23496 on 16 December 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

Health and Social Care 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
plans it has to improve the level of secure inpatient care provision for children and young people with 
mental health issues.   

Holding answer issued: 9 December 2014 (S4W-23422) 

Jamie Hepburn: There are three inpatient mental health facilities for children and adolescents (over 
the age of 12), and one inpatient mental health facility for children (under the age of 13) in Scotland. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


We are working with NHS directors of planning to determine the most appropriate and clinically 
effective and safe model of secure Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services inpatient care in 
Scotland. 

We have also been working with NHS boards to develop a new model of ‘hospital at home’ type care 
and treatment which has now been introduced across many NHS boards. This new approach creates 
new capacity. In the areas where the new approaches are most advanced this has been demonstrated 
to have had the effect of significantly reducing the need for unscheduled and temporary admissions of 
under 18s to adult psychiatric hospital beds. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how much each NHS board has spent on temporary staff in each year since 
1999. 

 (S4W-23482) 

Shona Robison: The definition of ‘temporary staff’ is not clear as this could include staff employed 
by a board on a short and/or fixed term contract as well as agency/locum staff. Expenditure on 
‘temporary’ staff is not reported by boards or held by the Scottish Government. Expenditure on 
‘agency’ staff is recorded in the annual accounts. The definition of agency staff is: “The gross cost of 
all payments to employment agencies, including the self-employed, for the provision of agency staff of 
all disciplines.” Prior to 2004, financial reporting rules required NHS boards to disclose a combined 
total cost for ‘agency and recharged staff’. This means that a comparison of agency costs prior to this 
is not possible. 

The document has been placed in the Scottish Parliament Information Centre (Bib. number 56546). 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what consideration it has given to renewing or replacing the New Medicines 
Fund after April 2016. 

 (S4W-23499) 

Shona Robison: We anticipate that there will be an ongoing need for mechanisms such as the New 
Medicines Fund beyond April 2016. The Scottish Government is closely monitoring the impact of the 
New Medicines Fund and the associated changes to access to medicines policies and will review the 
impact of the fund to inform future budgetary decisions. 

Learning and Justice 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-08131 by Kenny MacAskill on 28 June 2012, how 
many people convicted of possessing (a) heroin, (b) cocaine, (c) cannabis, (d) amphetamines and (e) 
ecstasy in each of the last two years received (i) a custodial sentence, (ii) a community payback order 
including a requirement to carry out a drug programme, (iii) a drug treatment and testing order and (iv) 
a fine or other disposal. 

 (S4W-23478) 

Michael Matheson: The available information for the last two financial years, 2011-12 and 2012-13, 
is given in the following table. 

Information for 2013-14 will not be available until publication of the Criminal Proceedings in Scotland 
2013-14 statistical bulletin. This is due to be published on 16 December 2014. 

I will write to the member as soon as the information for 2013-14 is available and a copy will be 
placed in the Scottish Parliament Information Centre (Bib. number 56505). 

The dates of all Scottish Government official and national statistics publications are pre-announced, 
and the up to date list of future publications can be found at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2005/03/18798  

 
 
 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2005/03/18798


People with a charge proved for possession
1,2

 of selected drugs, by result, 2011-12 and 2012-13 

Drug Result 2011-12 2012-13 

Heroin Custody 99 78 

Community payback order 56 95 

Drug treatment and testing order 39 23 

Monetary 582 467 

Other 359 276 

Total 1,135 939 

Cocaine Custody 12 14 

Community payback order 50 73 

Drug treatment and testing order 1 0 

Monetary 840 843 

Other 102 102 

Total 1,005 1,032 

Cannabis Custody 25 37 

Community payback order 59 84 

Drug treatment and testing order 5 2 

Monetary 794 640 

Other 246 236 

Total 1,129 999 

Amphetamines Custody 8 3 

Community payback order 5 8 

Drug treatment and testing order 1 3 

Monetary 74 39 

Other 23 19 

Total 111 72 

Ecstasy Custody 1 0 

Community payback order 5 7 

Drug treatment and testing order 0 1 

Monetary 135 133 

Other 16 16 

Total 157 157 

1. Where main offence. 
2. The Criminal History System (CHS), from which these data are derived, contains an offence 
modifier code for a crime or offence which provides additional information for the specific incident as 
opposed to the actual charge. This code has been used here to identify the type of drug involved in 
drugs possession offences, however it should be noted that only around half the records on the CHS 
for drugs offences contain details of the drug(s) involved. 
Source: Scottish Government Criminal Proceedings Database. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-08133 by Kenny MacAskill on 28 June 2012, what 
the average fine was for possessing (a) heroin, (b) cocaine, (c) ecstasy, (d) cannabis and (e) 
amphetamines in each of the last three years. 

 (S4W-23479) 

Michael Matheson: The available information for the last three financial years, 2010-11 to 2012-13, 
is given in the following table. 

Information for 2013-14 will not be available until publication of the Criminal Proceedings in Scotland 
2013-14 statistical bulletin. This is due to be published on 16 December 2014. 

I will write to the member as soon as the information for 2013-14 is available and a copy will be 
placed in the Scottish Parliament Information Centre (Bib. number 56507). 



The dates of all Scottish Government official and national statistics publications are pre-announced, 
and the up to date list of future publications can be found at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2005/03/18798  

Average (mean) fine (£) for possession of selected drugs
1,2

, 2010-11 to 2012-13 

 
2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 

Drug Number Mean Number Mean Number Mean 

Cannabis 996 138 794 146 640 148 

Heroin 775 174 582 182 467 187 

Cocaine 903 206 840 240 843 233 

Amphetamines 99 183 74 177 39 187 

Ecstasy 73 156 135 193 133 221 

1. Where main offence. 
2. The Criminal History System (CHS), from which these data are derived, contains an offence 
modifier code for a crime or offence which provides additional information for the specific incident as 
opposed to the actual charge. This code has been used here to identify the type of drug involved in 
drugs possession offences, however it should be noted that only around half the records on the CHS 
for drugs offences contain details of the drug(s) involved. 

 

Gordon MacDonald (Edinburgh Pentlands) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many children received free school meals in 2014 and how many will receive them 
in 2015 following the extension in January. 

 (S4W-23520) 

Angela Constance: In 2014, 126,388 (18.8%) children and young people in Scottish schools were 
registered to receive a free school meal. This includes a very small number of children in primary 1-3, 
who might not meet the eligibility criteria prescribed in statute, but registered for free school meals as 
part of local initiatives designed to promote healthy eating in the early years. Take up of these is 
higher than any year since 2005 (85% of those registered and present). 

From January 2015, all primary 1-3 pupils will become entitled to a free school meal. It is not 
possible to predict precisely what the impact will be on the uptake of free school meals for primary 1-3, 
however, free school meal pilots in 2007-08 resulted in an increase in uptake from 53% to 75% of 
primary 1-3 pupils. The evaluation of that pilot forms the starting point for our estimates. We have 
agreed to monitor the uptake of free school meals with COSLA but estimate that the measure is 
expected to benefit an additional 135,000 pupils across Scotland and will save families of every 
eligible child at least £330 a year. 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2005/03/18798

