
Thursday 11 December 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what agencies in Scotland use cost-generating telephone numbers such as 0845 numbers for public 
services. 

Holding answer issued: 3 December 2014 (S4W-23270) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government does not use cost generating phone numbers and its 
agencies are informed in their use of 0300 and 0845 numbers, which are also non-cost-generating, by 
best practice as recommended by the industry regulator OFCOM. 

Disclosure Scotland utilises a 0870 national rate number for an externally hosted helpdesk. No 
income is generated for Disclosure Scotland as these numbers are provided by BT Global Services 
as part of a business and technology outsourcing agreement.  

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the value of sporting rates collected was in the last full year of their operation, broken down by local 
authority area. 

 (S4W-23464) 

John Swinney: An exemption from business rates for ‘shootings, deer forests, fishing and fish 
counters’, often referred to as ‘sporting rates’ has been in place since 1995-96. 

The Scottish Government does not hold records of the amount of sporting rates collected, broken 
down by local authority area, but notes that UK Ministers advised the UK Parliament in 1994 that 
annual sporting rates income in Scotland were estimated at £2 million. 

Enterprise and Environment 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government when 

it will publish the final report of the Agricultural Holding Legislation Review Group. 

(S4W-23616)

Richard Lochhead: I am delighted to announce that the work of the Agricultural Holding Legislation 

Review Group will be completed before Christmas 2014 and that we will be publishing the final report 

early in 2015.  

The report will be available on the Scottish Government website. Copies will be sent to the main 

industry representative bodies and a copy lodged with the Scottish Parliament Information Centre (Bib 

number 56510). Copies will also be available to anyone on request to the Scottish Government’s 

agricultural holdings team. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank my colleagues on the review group for the hard work and 

effort they have brought to this review over the past year. Their experience and knowledge of the 

tenant farming sector has been invaluable to our work. 

I am also grateful to the main industry bodies, the National Farmers Union Scotland, the Scottish 

Tenant Farmer’s Association and Scottish Land and Estates as well as to the many individuals who 

have engaged so effectively with this process.  

I am confident our recommendations lay the road for a vibrant and sustainable future for the tenant 

farming sector and I look forward to continuing to work with the industry as we consider how best to 

implement the review’s recommendations. 
 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what progress it has made with the Scottish business development bank. 

 (S4O-3819) 

John Swinney: The First Minister announced on 26 November 2014 that we will establish a 
business development bank. It will work with small and medium enterprises, investors and others, to 
support growing businesses, boosting innovation and international competitiveness. The next steps 



are to work with a range of stakeholders and partners as we develop the bank, finding the best 
structure and positioning for it. We will need to consider budgeting and accounting issues and HM 
Treasury requirements. 

 

Alex Johnstone (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will provide a specific warning system for coastal flooding at 
Stonehaven and the coast north and south of Stonehaven. 

 (S4O-3820) 

Richard Lochhead: All flood warning schemes planned as part of the Scottish Environment 
Protection Agency’s (SEPA) Flood Warning Strategy 2012-2016, have been prioritised and targeted 
where the benefits of investment are greatest. While the current strategy does not include a specific 
flood warning scheme for the Stonehaven coastline, it did provide for a flood warning scheme for the 
River Carron. 

A new improved coastal flood warning scheme for Stonehaven and Southern Aberdeenshire will be 
considered by SEPA in 2015 as part of an overarching strategy to continue to expand its flood warning 
service. Any new scheme will be assessed on a risk-based approach, taking into consideration both 
technical and financial aspects. 

In the meantime, I would strongly recommend that all concerned residents register with Floodline to 
receive free notification of regional flood alerts. 

Health and Social Care 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether there is a report prepared on the prior management of every mentally-ill person who has 
committed homicide and, if so, who is responsible for ensuring that the report is carried out and who 
audits the (a) reports and (b) quality of the guidance. 

Holding answer issued: 2 December 2014 (S4W-23233) 

Jamie Hepburn: A homicide by a patient in touch with mental health services would constitute a 
‘Category 1 adverse event’, which should trigger a comprehensive review by local health services, in 
terms of Healthcare Improvement Scotland’s (HIS) guidance – Learning from adverse events through 
reporting and review: A National Framework for NHSScotland September 2013. HIS may choose to 
share any lessons from such investigations across the system. 

An incident such as this would also be investigated by the procurator fiscal, both as a crime, and as 
part of the Crown’s responsibility to investigate sudden and unexplained deaths, potentially triggering 
a fatal accident inquiry. 

The Mental Welfare Commission have made it clear that they should be notified of such events, and 
can choose to investigate further under section 11 of the Mental Health (Care and Treatment) 
(Scotland) Act 2003. They can also be invited to do so by Scottish Ministers. The commission expects 
a summary of the case to include diagnosis, brief history, outline of charges and the service’s intended 
action to further investigate the care the patient received. Examples of such investigations include the 
report Too Close to See – Mr F, into the care and treatment of Mr F, and the inquiry into the care and 
treatment of Mr L and Mr M which are available on their website at: 
http://www.mwcscot.org.uk/publications/investigation-reports/ 

Finally, Scotland continues to part fund the UK wide National Confidential Inquiry into Suicide and 
Homicide. One aspect of the work of this project is that every patient convicted of murder, culpable 
homicide or not found criminally responsible for murder, or unfit to plead to a charge of murder but 
found at an examination of the facts to have committed the offence who has been in contact with 
mental health services in the 12 month period preceding the offence is identified and a questionnaire 
sent to the local service to be completed by the consultant psychiatrists: 
http://www.hqip.org.uk/national-confidential-inquiry-into-suicide-and-homicide/ 

 

Fiona McLeod (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government who the members are and what organisations are represented on the Scottish 
Independent Living Fund Project board. 

http://www.mwcscot.org.uk/publications/investigation-reports/
http://www.hqip.org.uk/national-confidential-inquiry-into-suicide-and-homicide/


Holding answer issued: 5 December 2014 (S4W-23363) 

Jamie Hepburn: The Scottish Independent Living Fund Project board was set up to ensure the 
needs of Independent Living Fund (ILF) recipients are represented as users transition to the new 
Scottish ILF. It will have an important role in shaping a fund for new users in Scotland. It is jointly 
chaired by the Scottish Government and Self Directed Support Scotland. As well as COSLA and 
Social Work Scotland, membership is drawn from a number of third sector organisations. These are as 
follows:  

Self Directed Support Scotland 
Dundee Carers Centre 
PAMIS 
Inclusion Scotland 
Scottish Disability Equality Forum 
Scottish Consortium for Learning Disability 
Glasgow Centre for Inclusive Living 
ENABLE 
Scottish Borders Social Enterprise Chamber 

Membership will be kept under review and may change as the work evolves. Full details, including, 
the board's terms of reference and membership will be made available on the independent living 
pages of the Scottish Government's website shortly. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the average response time is for an ambulance in the NHS Grampian area. 

 (S4W-23440) 

Shona Robison: The average response time for an ambulance in the NHS Grampian area in 2013-
14 is 7.2 minutes for Category A incidents and 8.9 minutes for all emergency incidents (including 
Category A and B incidents). This excludes incidents where an ambulance had been dispatched but 
then stood down. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what it considers to be the minimum (a) number of patients and (b) size of population needed for a 
pharmacy to be viable and sustainable. 

 (S4W-23445) 

Shona Robison: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-23443 on 10 December 2014. 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how much out-of-authority care placements supported or funded by the Scottish 
Government have cost in each of the last five years for which information is available, broken down by 
type of placement. 

 (S4W-23474) 

Jamie Hepburn: Scottish local authorities have a duty under Section 12 of the Social Work 
(Scotland) Act 1968 to provide social care services within their area, as they may consider suitable 
and adequate. Placements by local authorities for care outside their area would be arranged and paid 
for by local authorities. 

Information on care placements outside each local authority area is not held centrally. This would be 
a matter for individual local authorities. 

 

John Mason (Glasgow Shettleston) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its position is on Glasgow City Council's decision to reduce the budget of the Glasgow 
Association for Mental Health by 40% and what it can do to ensure that its services can continue. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


 (S4W-23495) 

Jamie Hepburn: This is a local matter for Glasgow City Council. The council has a responsibility to 
work with its partners to ensure all those who need to access mental health services can do so quickly 
and effectively, in line with Scottish Government policy and their statutory duties under the Mental 
Health (Care and Treatment) (Scotland) Act 2003. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many pathologists the Southern General Hospital employs and how many vacancies 
there are, broken down by grade. 

 (S4W-23504) 

Shona Robison: Information on how many pathologists the Southern General Hospital employs is 
not centrally held. 

However, information on the number of pathologist staff in post, broken down by grade, in NHS 
Greater Glasgow and Clyde is available and can be found in the following table. These figures include 
both histopathologists and chemical pathologists. 

The number of pathologist vacancies, which is available for consultant pathologists only, in NHS 
Greater Glasgow and Clyde is 1.0 whole time equivalent. Whole time equivalent pathologist staff

1
 

employed in NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde as at 30 September 2014: 

 Consultant grades 
Career 
Grades Training Grades 

Other 
Grades 

All 
staff Consultant

2
 Director

3
 

Specialty 
doctor 

Foundation 
Year 1 

Foundation 
year 2 

Doctor 
in 

Training 
(with 

NTN
4
) 

Doctor 
in 

Training 
(no 

NTN
4
) Other 

68.5 45.2 - 5.1 - 1.0 17.2 - - 

1.Includes both histopathologists and chemical pathologists. 
2.Includes directors of public health. 
3.Clinical, medical and dental. 
4.National Training Number. 

Learning and Justice 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what guidance it has given to local authorities regarding the fee charged for processing an application 
for a high hedges notice to be served. 

 (S4W-23490) 

Marco Biagi: The Scottish Government issued guidance on the High Hedges (Scotland) Act 2013 to 
all local authorities ahead of the Act’s commencement on 1 April 2014. The guidance document 
covers all aspects of the application and decision making process, including the setting of fees. The 
setting of fees is a matter for local authorities, covered on pages 13 and 14 of the guidance document. 

The guidance stipulates the legislation is intended to be cost neutral for local authorities and not a 
source of excess revenue. The high hedges legislation does not set a flat national fee, as the Scottish 
Government recognises each local authority has its own individual circumstances to take into account 
when determining the reasonable costs of deciding an application under the Act. 

In addition to setting fees, the legislation also grants local authorities the discretion to vary or refund 
fees depending on the circumstances of individual applicants. Information on the circumstances under 
which local authorities will refund fees must be published. 

A copy of the Scottish Government’s guidance to local authorities on the Act is available in the 
Scottish Parliament’s Reference Centre, Bib reference number 56484. 



Strategy and External Affairs 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
will publish the equality impact assessment of the decision by Historic Scotland, on behalf of the 
Scottish Ministers, not to schedule the Tinkers’ Heart in Argyll as a monument of national importance. 

Holding answer issued: 9 December 2014 (S4W-23410) 

Fiona Hyslop: The requirements for equality impact assessment are laid out in The Equality Act 
(2010) Specific Duties (Scotland) Regulations 2012. In line with the regulations, the equality impact 
assessment is applicable to new or revised plans, policies and strategies, but it is not required for 
individual operational decisions, such as, which monuments and structures to designate. 

 


