
Tuesday 9 December 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

 Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what right of 
appeal a resident has when a local authority refuses to enforce the conditions of a planning 
application on a neighbouring property. 

 (S4W-23429) 

Alex Neil: Failing to comply with a condition subject to which planning permission has been granted 
constitutes a breach of planning control. 

There is no right of appeal to Scottish Ministers where a planning authority does not take formal 
enforcement action in any specific case. 

It is a matter for the planning authority concerned whether to take enforcement action against such 
breaches, having regard to the provisions of the development plan and any other material 
considerations. However, an authority may also decide to take no formal action where they consider it 
is not in the public interest to do so. 

Planning authorities are required to publish an enforcement charter setting out their policy on 
enforcement issues and detailing how a person who is dissatisfied with their handling of a specific 
case can complain. It is open to a person to take the matter to the Scottish Public Services 
Ombudsman if they believe there has been maladministration in the planning authority handling of a 
specific case. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what actions 
a local authority can take when a person does not adhere to the conditions of a planning permission. 

 (S4W-23430) 

Alex Neil: Local authorities have the discretion to decide how, and whether, to take action when it 
comes to light that planning conditions are not or have not been adhered to. 

The Scottish Government planning guidance as set out in Planning Circular 10/2009: Planning 
Enforcement is that an informal resolution of any breach of planning control should be considered in 
the first instance. Depending on the circumstances, planning authorities also have formal powers to 
require a breach of control to be corrected, prohibit the carrying out of activities, require compliance 
with conditions, and apply for an interdict to restrain breaches of control or require abatement of 
activities that are adversely affecting the amenity of the area. 

Any action taken has to be appropriate to the scale and impact of the breach of planning control. It 
is for the relevant authority to assess, in each case, which power (or mix of powers) is best suited to 
dealing with any particular suspected or actual breach of control to achieve a satisfactory, lasting and 
cost-effective remedy. 

Health and Social Care 

 Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4O-03707 by Alex Neil on 19 November 2014 (Official Report, c. 9) 
when the new patient access scheme started in each area and when it will be able to assess whether 
the new scheme is working better than either of the preceding schemes. 

Holding answer issued: 8 December 2014 (S4W-23312) 

Shona Robison: The new approach by the Scottish Medicines Consortium, including an additional 
opportunity to offer a patient access scheme, was put in place for submissions received after noon on 
7 April 2014. The first decisions made under this new approach were published in October 2014. A 
review of the operation of the new process, as recommended in the Task and Finish Group Report, 
will be undertaken in 2015. 

Learning and Justice 

 Cara Hilton (Dunfermline) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has 
to ensure that every child is taught the Andrew Carnegie story as part of the school curriculum. 



 (S4W-23452) 

Alasdair Allan: The school curriculum in Scotland is non-statutory and decisions about what topics 
are covered and how they are covered, are left to the professional judgement of teachers and not 
government ministers. Education Scotland provides support for teachers and schools to ensure that 
the curriculum remains relevant, engaging and inspiring for all learners. Their Studying Scotland 
website contains a section on Great Scots, which includes historical figures, modern day and past 
entrepreneurs, performers and sports men and women. An entry on Andrew Carnegie will appear 
very shortly on the website. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

 Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government for what reason Creative Scotland has decided not to provide the Scottish Youth Theatre 
with regular funding. 

Holding answer issued: 27 November 2014 (S4W-23151) 

Fiona Hyslop: These are decisions for Creative Scotland to make; Scottish Ministers are prevented 
by legislation from playing any part in their artistic or cultural decision making. Creative Scotland has 
not made any of their detailed assessments public, having assured applicants that they would not do 
so. However, individual organisations could choose to publish their own assessments if they wished. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
miles ministers have travelled on official business by bicycle in each of the last three years. 

Holding answer issued: 4 December 2014 (S4W-23292) 

John Swinney: The information requested could only be obtained at disproportionate costs. 

The Scottish Government continually looks for ways to minimise the use of cars for official journeys 
and ministers take their responsibility to travel sustainably very seriously and aim to use more 
sustainable forms of transport whenever possible. Where practicable, ministers are encouraged to 
use public transport or walk to their engagements. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government how it 
ensures that Historic Scotland takes due regard of the traditions of (a) the Gypsy/Traveller community 
and (b) other groups in its decision-making. 

 (S4W-23414) 

Fiona Hyslop: Historic Scotland addresses and celebrates the full spectrum of cultural diversity in 
all of its activities, the Gypsy/Traveller community falls within this. The success of this approach is 
endorsed by the Coalition for Racial Equality and Rights, which states on its website that: “Historic 
Scotland is fully compliant with its obligations under the Equality Act 2010. As a main agency of the 
Scottish Government, Historic Scotland contributes towards the Scottish Government's equality 
outcomes and mainstreaming report which is published on their website”. Diversity is a key principle 
in all of Historic Scotland’s developmental programmes and is covered specifically in its induction 
package for new staff. 

Historic Scotland’s decision-making on which monuments and structures merit designation is 
governed by criteria set out in Scottish Historic Environment Policy. These criteria were produced 
after public consultation and align closely with those used in systems for protecting important historic 
assets elsewhere in the UK and across most of Europe. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
Historic Scotland staff have received awareness training about the traditions of (a) the 
Gypsy/Traveller community and (b) other groups. 

 

 (S4W-23416) 



Fiona Hyslop: Historic Scotland approaches diversity from a broad perspective, seeking to address 
and celebrate the full spectrum of cultural diversity. Historic Scotland consistently retains this as a 
core principle throughout its development programmes in seeking to enhance understanding. 

Reflecting this position, Historic Scotland’s approach to diversity in its developmental programmes 
is to ensure that the topic is a theme which is addressed throughout. There are specific sessions on 
disability and diversity in Historic Scotland’s induction package for new staff. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it will 
publish the next edition of the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation. 

 (S4W-23454) 

Alex Neil: The next edition of the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation is now planned for 2016. 
The publication date will be announced in due course through the official statistics forthcoming 
publication scheme. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it will 
publish interim updates for the (a) employment and (b) income domain of the Scottish Index of 
Multiple Deprivation. 

 (S4W-23456) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation (SIMD) team will continue to work with 
colleagues at the Department for Work and Pensions and HMRC to provide interim updates to the 
SIMD 'employment' and 'income' domains. Publication dates will be announced in due course through 
the official statistics forthcoming publication scheme. 

 

Clare Adamson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 

whether it will report on the outcome of the recent summit meeting of the British-Irish Council. 

 

(S4W-23570)

Fiona Hyslop: On 28 November 2014, the twenty third meeting of the British-Irish Council was held in 

Douglas, Isle of Man. The summit was attended by ministers from all eight member administrations. 

The Scottish Government was represented by the First Minister and myself. 

The British Irish Council remains an important forum and provides an opportunity for members to meet 

and discuss the future direction of change in these islands. Scotland’s relations with the other 

members becomes even more important as the powers of the Scottish Parliament and the Scottish 

Government increase. 

The meeting began with a significant discussion on the economy where the First Minister informed the 

Council that the economic picture in Scotland is increasingly positive. Scotland’s economy has grown 

continually for two years, GDP is above pre-recession levels and the economic outlook is the 

strongest it has been in the post-crisis period. Against a back drop of events like the Commonwealth 

Games and the Ryder Cup, this year has been a remarkable one for the Scottish economy, 

showcasing Scotland to the world. The First Minister also advised the council of the improving picture 

in the labour market in Scotland, but stressed that challenges remain. Many Scottish jobs depend 

upon our membership of the EU and the uncertainty of a possible EU exit is causing widespread 

concern. 

The council also had a very interesting discussion on digital inclusion, during which all Members 

agreed the importance of ensuring that everyone has the opportunity to share in the benefits of 

technology and the internet. I informed the council about Scotland’s Digital Participation Strategy 

called ‘A National Framework for Local Action’ highlighting some of the projects where we have made 

important progress including £300k for wifi in public libraries and £1.5 million for free wifi in key public 

buildings. 

The communiqué that was issued by the British-Irish Council, after the meeting, can be found on the 

website at: http://www.britishirishcouncil.org/. I am also arranging for a copy the document to be 

placed in SPICe (BIB number 56500). 

http://www.britishirishcouncil.org/


 

Transport Scotland 

 Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide an updated timescale for works on the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route. 

 (S4W-23459) 

Keith Brown: As I announced last week following the issue of the intention to award letter to 
Connect Roads, the project is now scheduled to be completed ahead of programme in winter 2017. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-23410 
S4W-23422 

 


