
Monday 8 December 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Claudia Beamish (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
scientific research on species ecology and management it is commissioning to inform delivery against 
the Aichi species and habitats targets. 

 (S4W-23371) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government, as part of its rural affairs, food and environment 
strategic research for 2011-16, funds a wide range of scientific research on species ecology and 
management that will inform delivery against the Aichi targets. This is mainly being taken forward by 
research scientists at the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh and The James Hutton Institute. 

Examples of projects include: 

Studying Scottish rare plants at risk from climate change to assess their ability to adapt over time 
(ecological genetics research) 
Ecological monitoring of elements of the Scottish Beaver Trial (woodland habitats research) 
Ecological assessments of Scottish invertebrates (e.g. bees and beetles) in relation to their resilience 
to land-use changes 
Ecological studies of Scottish peat bogs to assess restoration benefits 
Ecological research on capercaillie and pine plantations 
Scientific research on Scottish lichen species to assess the possibility of translocation 

 

Claudia Beamish (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
steps it is taking to ensure that its research strategy delivers the information needed to help implement 
the Scottish Biodiversity Strategy. 

 (S4W-23372) 

Richard Lochhead: The importance of biodiversity is recognised in the Scottish Government’s 
current research strategy and key outputs from all the research funded are communicated to target 
audiences in Scotland and beyond through a knowledge exchange programme. This is co-ordinated 
by our world leading research institutes as part of the rural affairs, food and environment strategic 
research programme for 2011-16. Ecosystems and biodiversity research will also feature in the 2016-
21 strategic research portfolio. 

 

Claudia Beamish (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
funds it (a) has allocated in each of that last five years and (b) will allocate in the next five years to 
species and habitats-focused research to inform the Scottish Biodiversity Strategy and global Aichi 
targets to halt and reverse biodiversity loss. 

 (S4W-23373) 

Richard Lochhead: Scottish Government spend on species and habitats-focused research in each 
of the last five years can be broken down as follows: 

Year Amount 

2009-10 £3.0 million 

2010-11 £3.0 million 

2011-12 £4.0 million 

2012-13 £3.8 million 

2013-14 £3.7 million 

The future strategic direction of the Scottish Government’s rural affairs, food and environment 
research was consulted upon earlier this year. Preparatory work is now underway on arrangements for 
the next funding period (2016-21) but recommendations on the amount and distribution of funding in 
this period will not be made until late 2015. 

 



John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government, further to 
the answer to question S4W-21576 by Paul Wheelhouse on 19 June 2014, what recent discussions it 
has had with the UK Government about producing a plan to reduce nitrogen dioxide levels. 

 (S4W-23465) 

Aileen McLeod: The Scottish Government is in regular contact with the UK Government on matters 
concerning air quality, although we have not had any specific recent discussions on this particular 
issue. 

We are still awaiting feedback from the European Commission on the UK response to the European 
Commission’s Article 258 letter of formal notice on infraction proceedings. This response outlined the 
various actions being undertaken across the UK to ensure compliance with the nitrogen dioxide limit 
values as soon as possible. 

Once feedback has been received, which is expected early in 2015, the UK administrations will 
consider whether any updates to these actions are required. 

Health and Social Care 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the take-up rate of flu vaccine has been for (a) under fives, (b) five to 17-year-olds, (c) 18 to 24-year-
olds, (d) 25 to 60-year-olds, (e) people over 60 and under 75 and (f) people aged 75 and over in each 
of the last five years. 

 (S4W-23439) 

Maureen Watt: Influenza vaccine uptake is monitored by Health Protection Scotland based on 
aggregate level data for all population groups eligible for free influenza vaccine in Scotland. These 
population groups (as defined by their age and/or by the presence of underlying chronic health 
conditions) are listed in table 1. These groups have been identified as being at increased risk of 
influenza infection and severe presentation or complications of influenza infections, and/or as posing 
an increased risk of transmitting influenza to vulnerable individuals. Data are collected at the 
aggregate level and a breakdown by the age groups requested in the question is not routinely 
available. We have therefore provided the standard data for the eligible groups. The population groups 
recommended to receive the influenza vaccine have changed over the years as new evidence is 
considered by the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation and the eligible groups are 
stated annually as part of the Chief Medical Officer's seasonal influenza vaccination letter. Vaccine 
uptake for the different groups is derived from a number of data sources, which are described in more 
detail below. 

Table 1: Cumulative influenza vaccine uptake in Scotland by eligible group over the last five 
influenza seasons (October to mid-May) 

Eligible group 

2010-11  
(end of 
season) 

2011-12  
(end of 
season) 

2012-13  
(end of 
season) 

2013-14 
(end of 
season) 

2014-15 (to week 
ending 30 November 

2014) 

65 years and older
1
 76.2% 76.6% 77.4% 77.0% 71.1% 

Under 65-year-old in a 
clinical at risk group

2
 56.1% 59.7% 59.2% 60.5% 46.2% 

Pregnant women in a 
clinical at risk group

3
 74.8% 60.0% 68.7% 65.0% 56.5% 

Pregnant women not in 
a clinical at risk group

3
 64.9% 39.6% 52.9% 47.9% 39.4% 

Two and three year-old 
children

4
 NA NA NA 50.6% NA 

Two to under five-year-
old children not yet in 
school

5
  NA NA NA NA 45.1% 

Primary school pilots
6
 NA NA NA 67.2% NA 

Full primary school 
implementation

7
  

NA NA NA NA 

Cumulative uptake 
was 53.7% (average 
uptake of 71.2% per 

school session 



Eligible group 

2010-11  
(end of 
season) 

2011-12  
(end of 
season) 

2012-13  
(end of 
season) 

2013-14 
(end of 
season) 

2014-15 (to week 
ending 30 November 

2014) 

already held) 

1. End of season vaccine uptake for seasons 2010-11 to 2013-14 for the 65 years and older group is 
based on GP claims for payments for influenza vaccinations. In season vaccination uptake estimates 
for season 2014-15 for this group is based on weekly automated extracts from GP software. 
2. End of season vaccine uptake for seasons 2011-12 to 2013-14 for the under 65-year-olds in a 
clinical at risk group (excluding pregnant women without clinical risk group and carers) is based on GP 
claims for payments for influenza vaccinations. End of season vaccine uptake for season 2010-11 and 
in season vaccination uptake estimates for 2014-15 for this group is based on weekly automated 
extracts from GP software. 
3. End of season vaccine uptake estimates for seasons 2010-11 to 2013-14 and in season vaccine 
uptake estimates for season 2014-15 for pregnant women in a clinical risk group and pregnant women 
not in a clinical risk group are based on weekly automated extracts from GP software. Particularly high 
uptake of vaccination in season 2010-11 was associated with media coverage of cases of severe 
influenza infections in pregnant women, some with fatal outcome. 
4. In 2013-14 all two and three-year-old children (regardless of whether or not they were in a clinical at 
risk group, age as on 1 September 2013) were eligible for influenza vaccination, as partial 
implementation of the extension of the seasonal influenza programme to all children. End of season 
vaccine uptake estimates for season 2013-14 is based on weekly automated extracts from GP 
software. 
5. In season 2014-15 eligibility for influenza vaccination was extended to all two to five-year-old 
children not yet in school (regardless of whether or not they were in a clinical at risk group, age as on 
1 September 2013). End of season vaccine uptake estimates for seasons 2014-15 based on weekly 
automated extracts from GP software. 
6. The pilot programme in Scotland in 2013-14 targeted a subset of primary school aged children, in 
preparation for full primary school roll out of the childhood influenza vaccine programme in 2014-15. 
Aggregate level data on number of eligible pupils per school and number of children vaccinated was 
collated nationally on a weekly basis, end of season figures provided here include children vaccinated 
at mop up sessions, but not children vaccinated at GPs (one NHS island board delivered the primary 
school aged pilots in the GP setting). 
7. In season 2014-15 all primary school aged children across Scotland are eligible for influenza 
vaccination. Aggregate level data on number of eligible pupils per school and number of children 
vaccinated is collated nationally on a weekly basis; in season data is provided to week 48 of 2014 
(week ending 30 November 2014). Figures provided include children vaccinated at mop up/community 
sessions, but not children vaccinated at GPs (one NHS island board delivered the primary school 
aged pilots in the GP setting). 

Learning and Justice 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
which local authorities offer junior individual savings accounts to looked-after children, and what 
information it has on the take-up rate. 

 (S4W-23375) 

Aileen Campbell: 28 of the 32 local authorities in Scotland have signed up to the UK junior 
individual savings accounts scheme for looked-after children. The four who have not are East 
Ayrshire, East Renfrewshire, North Lanarkshire and Stirling. The Scottish Government understands 
that discussions are ongoing about signing up to the scheme. There is no deadline for registration. 

Local authorities and The Share Foundation (the body contracted by the UK Government to 
administer the scheme until the end of March 2015) have the latest information on take-up rate. 

The Scottish Government considers the scheme as a core function of a local authority’s corporate 
parenting responsibilities as set out in the Children and Young People (Scotland) Act 2014, and would 
expect them to comply for the interests of looked-after children within their care to get maximum 
benefits from this. 

 



Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what information it has on what percentage of (a) further and (b) higher education students has (i) 
autistic spectrum disorder, (ii) Asperger syndrome, (iii) attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, (iv) 
social or emotional behavioural difficulties and (v) learning difficulties. 

 (S4W-23377) 

Angela Constance: (a) The Scottish Funding Council (SFC) produces statistics for further 
education students in colleges. The latest detailed data on students in further education is for the 
academic year 2012-13. Table 1 shows the number and percentage of further education enrolments at 
Scottish colleges split by disability type.  

Table 1: Enrolments in further education (FE) in Scottish colleges by disability type: 2012-13 

 Number of 
FE 

enrolments 

Percentage 
of all FE 

enrolments 

Blind/partially sighted 660 0.3% 

Deaf/have a hearing impairment 1,415 0.6% 

Wheelchair user/have mobility difficulties 1,260 0.5% 

Personal care support 230 0.1% 

Mental health difficulties 3,515 1.4% 

Unseen disability, e.g. diabetes, epilepsy, asthma 5,960 2.4% 

Multiple disabilities 3,040 1.2% 

Dyslexia 10,415 4.2% 

A disability, impairment or medical condition not 
listed above (1) 

6,845 2.7% 

Total FE enrolments with disability 33,345 13.3% 

Total FE enrolments 249,795 

Source: SFC 
Notes: 
(1) For colleges, students with an autistic spectrum disorder are included in the category ‘a disability, 
impairment or medical condition not listed above’ as they are not reported separately. 
Enrolment numbers are rounded to the nearest five. 
Some further education courses have a duration of less than one academic year, therefore students 
can enrol more than once per year. The number of FE enrolments will be higher than the number of 
students. Enrolments have been provided in this table to ensure comparability with the higher 
education (HE) enrolment numbers provided below. 

 

(b) The Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA) produces statistics for higher education students 
in higher education institutions (HEIs). The SFC produces statistics for higher education students in 
colleges. The latest data on students in higher education is for the academic year 2012-13. Table 2 
shows the number and percentage of higher education enrolments split by disability type. 

Table 2: Enrolments in higher education in Scottish HEIs and colleges by disability type: 2012-13 

 Number of 
HE 

enrolments 

Percentage 
of all HE 

enrolments 

Blind or a serious visual impairment uncorrected 
by glasses 

465   0.2% 

Deaf or a serious hearing impairment 735   0.3% 

A physical impairment or mobility issues, such as 
difficulty using arms or using a wheelchair or 
crutches 

885   0.3% 

Personal care support 5   0.0% 

A mental health condition, such as depression, 
schizophrenia or anxiety disorder 

2,890   1.0% 

A long standing illness or health condition such as 
cancer, HIV, diabetes, chronic heart disease, or 
epilepsy 

3,455   1.2% 

Two or more impairments and/or disabling 
medical conditions 

2,530   0.9% 



A social/communication impairment such as 
Asperger syndrome/other autistic spectrum 
disorder (1) 

455   0.2% 

A specific learning difficulty such as dyslexia, 
dyspraxia or attention deficit hyperactivity disorder 

10,240   3.7% 

A disability, impairment or medical condition not 
listed above (1) 

3,055   1.1% 

Total HE enrolments with disability 24,715 8.9% 

Total HE enrolments 278,765  

Source: HESA and SFC 
Notes: 
(1) For colleges, students with an autistic spectrum disorder are included in the category ‘a disability, 
impairment or medical condition not listed above’ as they are not reported separately. 
Student numbers are rounded to the nearest five. 
HE students enrol once in each year of their course. The number of HE enrolments is therefore 
broadly comparable to the number of HE students for each academic year. 

Transport Scotland 

Claudia Beamish (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
the additional £10 million active travel infrastructure announced in the budget speech is included in the 
draft budget 2015-16. 

 (S4W-23366) 

Derek Mackay: Yes. As stated on page 124 of the Draft Budget 2015-16 we have committed an 
additional £10 million in 2015-16 to support the delivery of improved cycling and walking infrastructure, 
and to support its use and help people make smarter travel choices. 

 

The following question received a holding answer: 

S4W-23312 


