
Friday 5 December 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what action it 
takes to encourage all public bodies to measure the extent of any equal pay gap and publish their 
findings. 

 (S4W-23268) 

Alex Neil: The Equality Act 2010 (Specific Duties) (Scotland) Regulations 2012 were made by 
Scottish Ministers in May 2012 and are designed to enable the better performance of the public sector 
equality duty at section 149 of the Equality Act 2010. The regulations require listed public authorities 
with more than 150 employees to publish gender pay gap information and to publish an equal pay 
statement containing details of the organisation’s equal pay policy and occupational segregation. 

The regulations also place a duty on Scottish Ministers to publish proposals for activity to enable 
listed authorities to better perform the public sector equality duty. 

Scottish Ministers’ proposals were published in December 2013 and include a commitment that the 
Scottish Government will work with Close the Gap, the Equality and Human Rights Commission, 
relevant Scottish public authorities and others to support better pay gap and occupational segregation 
reporting. 

Scottish Ministers will report on progress on their proposals by the end of 2015. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government, further to 
the answer to question S4W-22276 by Shona Robison on 19 August 2014, what plans it has to 
assess the effectiveness of how it consults the Gypsy/Traveller community.  

 (S4W-23411) 

Alex Neil: We have no plans to formally assess the effectiveness of the Scottish Government 
consultation with the Gypsy/Traveller community. However, implementation of the forthcoming 
strategy for Gypsy/Travellers in Scotland may include further work on methods of engagement with 
the Gypsy/Traveller community. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government how it 
consults the Roma community. 

 (S4W-23412) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government provides funding to Friends of Romano Lav, an organisation 
working to develop capacity among the Roma community in Glasgow. Scottish Government officials 
meet regularly with representatives from Friends of Romano Lav to discuss progress. 

The membership of the Gypsy/Traveller Strategy Development Group includes a Friends of 
Romano Lav representative, as a capacity building opportunity and to maintain links between work on 
Gypsy/Travellers and the migrant Roma community. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had with the (a) UK Government, (b) Welsh Government, (c) Northern Ireland 
Executive and (d) Government of Ireland about how Gypsy/Traveller traditions should be recognised. 

 (S4W-23413) 

Alex Neil: We have not had any discussions with the governments mentioned about how 
Gypsy/Traveller traditions should be recognised as yet. 

 



John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government to what 
extent ministers are accountable to the Parliament for the actions of its agencies and non-ministerial 
departments. 

 (S4W-23417) 

Alex Neil: Ministers are accountable to the Scottish Parliament for the functions and performance of 
agencies. The chief executives of agencies are answerable to ministers for the operation of agencies, 
their day-to-day management and for planning their future development. 

The office-holders of non-ministerial departments (NMDs), who may be individuals or boards, are 
directly accountable to the Scottish Parliament for the discharge of their statutory functions and 
duties, although, as with other public bodies, NMDs work co-operatively with ministers to deliver 
policies and priorities in accordance with their statutory responsibilities and the framework document 
agreed between them and ministers. 

Enterprise and Environment 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many objections have been filed against applications to build wind farms 
with turbines greater than 50 mw in each of the last five years, and how many were upheld. 

Holding answer issued: 24 November 2014 (S4W-23096) 

Fergus Ewing: The following table sets out the numbers of objections and support by calendar 
year: 

Year Public Objections 
Objections relating to an application 

subsequently refused 
 

Public Support 

2010 7764 0 1737 

2011 1371 0 689 

2012 5718 2814 1129 

2013 2951 2631 2156 

2014 (to date) 5942 370 1120 

It is important to note in this context that of the applications determined during this period, a majority 
of the applications consented were subject to some sort of change before determination as a result of 
consultation responses received. 

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
meetings it has had with Ineos over the last six months and what issues were discussed. 

 (S4W-23379) 

Fergus Ewing: Scottish Ministers have met with INEOS on one occasion in the last six months, 
which was requested by INEOS to discuss matters relating to recent announcements from the 
company. 

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had with the UK Government regarding licensing for unconventional gas extraction. 

 (S4W-23380) 

Fergus Ewing: Scottish Ministers have not held discussions with the UK Government regarding 
licensing for unconventional gas extraction. However, the member will be aware that The Smith 
Commission has recommended the devolution of licensing powers over onshore oil and gas to the 
Scottish Parliament. 

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
position is on the announcement by Ineos of its intended investment in shale gas extraction in 
Scotland. 

 (S4W-23381) 



Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government endorses, the robust regulation of onshore drilling 
techniques associated with the extraction of shale gas, such as fracking. The Scottish Government 
approach is underpinned by the principle that the highest levels of environmental protection must be 
enforced. The Scottish Government has strengthened Scottish planning policy in relation to onshore 
unconventional gas activities through the introduction of buffer zones and additional risk 
assessments; and ministers will bring forward further guidance to empower potentially affected 
communities, ensuring that the views of local communities are taken into account. This will deliver 
rigorous scrutiny and regulation; strengthen monitoring; and will be particularly directed at any 
proposals which involve hydraulic fracturing. 

Health and Social Care 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-22893 by Alex Neil on 11 November 2014, what the average length of stay 
for patients was, and how many were discharged after (a) one, (b) two, (c) three, (d) four, (e) five, (f) 
six, (g) seven and (h) more than seven days. 

(S4W-23382)

Shona Robison: The average length of stay (days) for patients in maternity units in Scotland for all 
discharges for each of the last five years 2008-09 to 2012-13 are as follows: 

Number of women discharged from hospital for all discharges, including discharges after delivery and 
antenatal/postnatal discharges1,2,3,4 and length of stay in days 5, financial years 2008-09 to 2012-13 

Length of stay (days)5 

 Total <1 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 or 
more 

Mean 

2008-09 128,492 57,942 23,329 18,636 12,325 6,925 3,733 2,039 1,146 2,417 1.5 

2009-10 124,600 53,830 24,156 19,314 12,338 6,508 3,334 1,922 1,085 2,113 1.5 

2010-11 121,301 50,460 24,850 19,837 11,977 6,207 3,240 1,756 1,012 1,962 1.5 

2011-12 123,020 51,910 25,212 19,768 11,810 6,257 3,365 1,789 1,040 1,869 1.5 

2012-13 118,634 49,160 24,966 19,164 11,253 6,164 3,302 1,759 1,026 1,840 1.5 

1 Excludes home births and births at non-NHS hospitals. 
2 A mother is counted once when a multiple birth occurs. 
3 Includes live and stillbirths.   
4 Completeness of SMR02 for antenatal and postnatal records may be much lower for some boards. 
5 Length of stay is calculated using date of admission and date of discharge. Where the date of 
admission and the date of discharge are the same day the length of stay is calculated as zero days.  
Source: SMR02, ISD    
Extracted: November 2014 
Ref: IR2014-02051 (S4W-23382)   

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government how 
the Pharmaceutical Price Regulation Scheme rebate allocation has been calculated for 2013-14 and 
what the forecast for the rebate is for each of the next two years. 

 (S4W-23418) 

Shona Robison: Pharmaceutical Price Regulation Scheme (PPRS) payments are calculated on the 
basis of the scheme in operation at that time. The PPRS is agreed by the Department of Health in 
England and the Association of British Pharmaceutical Industry. 

For planning purposes, the 2015-16 draft budget currently includes £40 million from PPRS receipts 
to be utilised for the New Medicines Fund for both 2014-15 and 2015-16. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many applications there have been to the New Medicines Fund and how many have been approved. 



 (S4W-23420) 

Shona Robison: The New Medicines Fund provides additional support to NHS boards on the basis 
of their expenditure, following clinical decisions on prescribing. 

The Scottish Government plans to publish details of the additional support provided to NHS boards 
in 2014-15 and 2015-16 following the end of each of these financial years, and reporting mechanisms 
are being put in place to support this. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many admissions to specialist inpatient units there have been under section 23 of the Mental Health 
(Care and Treatment) (Scotland) Act 2003 in each year since 2011, broken down by NHS board. 

 (S4W-23421) 

Jamie Hepburn: The information requested is not held centrally. The Mental Welfare Commission 
publishes annual statistical monitoring reports at: http://www.mwcscot.org.uk/publications/statistical-
monitoring-reports/. The most recent being Mental Health Act Monitoring 2013-2014 - which contains 
some information on admissions section 23 of the Mental Health (Care and Treatment) (Scotland) Act 
2003. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
which NHS boards provide child and adolescent mental health services up to age (a) 16 and (b) 18. 

 (S4W-23423) 

Jamie Hepburn: Details of the service provision for child and adolescent mental health services is 
publicly available and can be found in the Information Services Division (ISD) publication Child and 
Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) in NHS Scotland: Characteristics of the workforce 
supply (table 8), which was published on 25 November 2014 and covers the period up to 30 
September 2104: 
https://isdscotland.scot.nhs.uk/Health-Topics/Workforce/Publications/2014-11-25/2014-11-25-
CAMHS-Report.pdf?51534670592 

NHS Scotland CAMHS Service Age Provision as at 30 September 2014 by NHS Board. 
 

NHS Board Service Age Provision as at 30 September 2014 
 

Ayrshire and Arran  Up to 18th birthday if still in full time education.  

Borders  Up to 18th birthday.  

Dumfries and Galloway  Up to 18th birthday, but occasionally beyond. Child 
Clinical Psychology Service; up to 18th birthday 

provided in full-time secondary education (not tertiary 
i.e. not college), up to 16 if not in school.  

Fife  Up to 18th birthday.  

Forth Valley  Core CAMHS is up to 18th birthday, Learning 
Disabilities CAMHS is up to 16th birthday.  

Grampian  Up to 18th birthday.  

Greater Glasgow and Clyde  Up to 18th Birthday across all services.  

Highland  Up to 18th birthday if in full-time secondary education 
otherwise up to age 16 years. Learning Disabilities 

CAMHS up to 19th birthday provided still in full-time 
education  

Lanarkshire  Tier 3 Child and Family Clinic Teams: up to 16th 
birthday, up to 18th birthday if referred before 16th 

birthday or at a point before 18th birthday when it is 
suitable to discharge them (currently under review). 

CAMHS Learning Disabilities, Primary Mental Health & 
CAMHS for Accommodated Young People (CAYP) 

Teams: up to 18th birthday.  

Lothian  Up to 18th Birthday across all areas.  

http://www.mwcscot.org.uk/publications/statistical-monitoring-reports/
http://www.mwcscot.org.uk/publications/statistical-monitoring-reports/
https://isdscotland.scot.nhs.uk/Health-Topics/Workforce/Publications/2014-11-25/2014-11-25-CAMHS-Report.pdf?51534670592
https://isdscotland.scot.nhs.uk/Health-Topics/Workforce/Publications/2014-11-25/2014-11-25-CAMHS-Report.pdf?51534670592


NHS Scotland CAMHS Service Age Provision as at 30 September 2014 by NHS Board. 
 

NHS Board Service Age Provision as at 30 September 2014 
 

Orkney  Up to 18th birthday.  

Shetland  Up to 18th Year if in full time education, and up to 16th 
Year if not in full time education.  

Tayside  Up to 18th birthday provided in full-time secondary 
education (not tertiary i.e. not college). Learning 
Disability and Tier 4 services are up to 18years  

Western Isles  Up to 18th birthday  

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many diabetes patients have been refused prescriptions for blood-testing strips in each year since 
2010, broken down by NHS board. 

 (S4W-23431) 

Shona Robison: This information is not held centrally. 

We expect clinicians to refer to SIGN guideline 116 on the management of diabetes, which makes it 
clear who would benefit from self-monitoring of blood glucose. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
guidance it provides to NHS boards about the circumstances in which prescriptions for blood-testing 
strips for diabetes patients might be restricted. 

 (S4W-23432) 

Shona Robison: We expect clinicians to follow national guidelines. Scottish Intercollegiate 
Guidelines Network guideline 116 on the management of diabetes, makes it clear who would benefit 
the most from self-monitoring of blood glucose. The guidelines also set out recommendations to help 
support people in self-managing their diabetes, including access to appropriate education. 

Appropriate access to blood testing strips for self-monitoring is a matter for each individual in 
discussion with the healthcare practitioner responsible for their care, and will be based on an 
assessment of the individual’s clinical needs. 

Learning and Justice 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
which agency has responsibility for (a) investigating and (b) securing prosecutions in cases of fraud, 
attempted fraud or conspiracy to defraud via the internet in which the actual or intended victims live in 
Scotland. 

 (S4W-23349) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government takes all crimes, including fraud, seriously, and all 
allegations of fraud, attempted fraud or conspiracy to fraud should be reported to the police. 
Ultimately, it is for the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service to decide whether it is in the public 
interest to proceed with prosecutions where police investigations reveal evidence of alleged criminal 
activity. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what action it has taken to tackle fraud, attempted fraud or conspiracy to defraud via the internet in 
which the actual or intended victims live in Scotland. 

 (S4W-23350) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government is committed to disrupting all types of serious 
organised crime and has brought together law enforcement and public and private sector 
organisations to form the Serious Organised Crime Taskforce, whose intention is to disrupt and 
dismantle groups involved in organised criminality in Scotland. 



The Serious Organised Crime Taskforce, the strategy against serious organised crime in Scotland 
and the creation of the Scottish Crime Campus at Gartcosh bring partner organisations such as Police 
Scotland, Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service, HM Revenue and Customs, and the National 
Crime Agency, together to tackle this type of fraud. 

In addition, Police Scotland and the Scottish Business Resilience Centre provide online information 
on how individuals can protect themselves from fraud. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what guidance it has issued to public agencies on fraud, attempted fraud or conspiracy to defraud via 
the internet in which the actual or intended victims live in Scotland. 

 (S4W-23351) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Public Finance Manual provides comprehensive guidance to all 
Scottish public bodies on the prevention, detection, reporting and handling of fraud. The guidance is 
equally applicable to all public sector organisations to which the Scottish Public Finance Manual is 
directly applicable, including constituent parts of the Scottish administration and bodies sponsored by 
the Scottish Government. NHS boards (including all special boards and agencies) are subject to the 
specific arrangements set out in the Scottish Government Strategy to Combat NHS Fraud in Scotland 
and the Partnership Agreement between NHS boards and NHSScotland Counter Fraud Services. 

The Scottish Government is leading work on sharing counter-fraud information and good practice 
across public bodies in Scotland with the establishment of the Cross Sector Counter Fraud Forum in 
2013. The forum includes delegates from local authorities, NHS Scotland, agencies, non-departmental 
public bodies, the Department for Work and Pensions, Trading Standards, Audit Scotland and Police 
Scotland’s Counter Corruption Unit. 

With these partners we are building on the work already undertaken to raise awareness and improve 
fraud prevention. The forum is chaired by the Scottish Government’s counter fraud champion, and 
links into the UK Government’s taskforce work on fraud, error, debt and grants. Meetings focus on 
how to share good practice effectively across the public sector in Scotland; and also look at key 
actions to improve the use of data in preventing fraud. This work encompasses all types of fraud 
prevention within the public sector and not just cyber/internet-based fraud. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what measures it has taken to ensure effective coordination with other governments or public 
agencies, elsewhere in the UK or in other states, on fraud, attempted fraud or conspiracy to defraud 
via the internet in which the actual or intended victims live in Scotland. 

 (S4W-23352) 

Michael Matheson: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-23350 on 5 December 2014. 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
which agency has responsibility for (a) investigating and (b) securing prosecutions in cases of 
contraband goods, such as alcohol, tobacco or medical drugs, being advertised for sale, sold or 
delivered via the internet in which the actual or potential buyers live in Scotland. 

 (S4W-23353) 

Michael Matheson: In 2011, HM Revenue and Customs launched a tobacco smuggling strategy, 
targeting organised crime groups and taking hard-hitting action against offenders to deter and punish 
those involved. The UK ‘tackling tobacco smuggling strategy’ aims to tackle smuggling and reduce the 
illicit tobacco market across the whole of the UK. The characteristics and vulnerabilities of internet-
selling of illicit products are the same regardless of the target market. 

Ultimately it is for the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service to decide whether it is in the public 
interest to proceed with prosecutions where an investigation reveals evidence of alleged criminal 
activity in Scotland. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2008/01/10154828/2
http://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/publications/DC20050208Fraud.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what action it has taken to tackle cases of contraband goods, such as alcohol, tobacco or medical 
drugs, being advertised for sale, sold or delivered via the internet in which the actual or potential 
buyers live in Scotland. 

 (S4W-23354) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government is committed to disrupting all types of serious 
organised crime, and the unique partnership working between agencies in Scotland through the 
Serious Organised Crime Taskforce ensures a strategic and more sophisticated approach. 

The newly completed Scottish Crime Campus at Gartcosh provides a purpose-built facility bringing 
together a range of key law enforcement bodies under one roof, which will enable them to share 
information better and work in a more co-ordinated way. Police Scotland, the Crown Office and 
Procurator Fiscal Service, HM Revenue and Customs, and the National Crime Agency are all located 
at the campus. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what guidance it has issued to public agencies on cases of contraband goods, such as alcohol, 
tobacco or medical drugs, being advertised for sale, sold or delivered via the internet in which the 
actual or potential buyers live in Scotland. 

 (S4W-23355) 

Michael Matheson: This is a matter for HM Revenue and Customs. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what measures it has taken to ensure effective coordination with other governments or public 
agencies, elsewhere in the UK or in other states, on cases of contraband goods, such as alcohol, 
tobacco or medical drugs, being advertised for sale, sold or delivered via the internet in which the 
actual or potential buyers live in Scotland. 

 (S4W-23356) 

Michael Matheson: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-23354 on 5 December 2014. 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what meetings ministers have had regarding the establishment of guidance on the 
referral to and provision of restorative justice services, and on what date it will be published. 

 (S4W-23359) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Ministers have not had any meetings specifically relating to the 
establishment of guidance on restorative justice services. However, Scottish Government officials met 
representatives from Victim Support Scotland, Rape Crisis Scotland, and the Scottish Restorative 
Justice Forum (including Sacro) on 3 September 2014 to discuss the development of such guidance 
under section 5 of the Victims and Witnesses (Scotland) Act 2014. 

It was agreed that a collaborative approach should be taken in developing guidance, with input from 
current providers of restorative justice services and organisations representing victims’ interests. Our 
intention is to begin work on this in early 2015 with a view to publishing guidance later that year. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many times the Saturday courts working group has met and when it will (a) complete 
its work and (b) publish its findings. 

 (S4W-23360) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Michael Matheson: The Extended Courts Working Group had its inaugural meeting on 13 January 
2014. It has met on eight subsequent occasions. 

The group submitted a preliminary feasibility assessment report to the Justice Board in October 
2014. The board endorsed the recommendations included within this report and reached agreement 
on further work to be progressed. 

The next multi-agency meeting for the Extended Courts Working Group is due to take place in early 
2015. 

 

Malcolm Chisholm (Edinburgh Northern and Leith) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4O-03630 by Kenny MacAskill on 30 October 2014, 
whether it has reached a conclusion with regard to amending the law on non-harassment orders and 
what other action it will take to protect the victims of stalking. 

 (S4W-23400) 

Michael Matheson: Following a recent court case, the Scottish Government is continuing to 
consider whether changes are required to the law on non-harassment orders so as to ensure that they 
can be granted by a court in all appropriate circumstances. 

There is a wide range of actions being taken to protect victims of stalking. For example, victims of 
stalking are referred to the dedicated Victim Information and Advice Service of Crown Office, which 
ensures that victims are informed, engaged and supported through the criminal justice process. They 
can also assist in referring victims of stalking offences to other agencies who can provide specialist 
support or assistance. 

Special measures are available to assist victims and witnesses in giving their evidence in court. The 
Victims and Witnesses (Scotland) Act 2014 extends the automatic entitlement to certain special 
measures to victims of stalking. Prosecutors will assess the level of risk to the victim taking all of the 
circumstances into account and will ask the court to impose the measures considered necessary to 
protect the victim until the conclusion of the case, which can include asking for the accused to be 
remanded in custody or to be subject to additional bail conditions. 

The following question received a holding answer: 

S4W-23363 


