
Thursday 4 December 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

Dennis Robertson (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what steps it is taking to tackle inequality. 

 (S4O-3789) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government is determined to tackle all forms of inequality, including poverty, 
discrimination and disadvantage. 

A wide range of measures is in place to help us to do this and our commitment runs throughout the 
new programme for government, through our 2015-16 budget proposals and through our legislative 
programme. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what action it 
takes to monitor equal pay gaps in public bodies. 

 (S4W-23269) 

Alex Neil: The Equality Act 2010 (Specific Duties) (Scotland) Regulations 2012 were made by 
Scottish Ministers in May 2012 and are designed to enable the better performance of the public sector 
equality duty at section 149 of the Equality Act 2010. The regulations require listed public authorities 
with more than 150 employees to publish gender pay gap information and to publish an equal pay 
statement containing details of the organisation’s equal pay policy and occupational segregation. 

The Regulations also place a duty on the Scottish Ministers to publish proposals for activity to 
enable listed authorities to better perform the public sector equality duty. 

Scottish Ministers’ proposals were published in December 2013 and include a commitment that the 
Scottish Government will work with Close the Gap, the Equality and Human Rights Commission, 
relevant Scottish public authorities and others to develop better pay gap and occupational segregation 
reporting, and support national training to build skills specific to pay gap calculation and occupational 
segregation reporting. 

Scottish Ministers will report on progress on their proposals by the end of 2015. 

Enterprise and Environment 

Claudia Beamish (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what (a) 
policies and (b) plans it has to underpin delivery (i) of ecosystem service targets under the Scottish 
Biodiversity Strategy and (ii) against the Aichi species and habitats targets. 

 (S4W-23369) 

Aileen McLeod: The Scottish Government will shortly publish its route map for biodiversity. This will 
set out our ‘big steps for nature’. These are the priority actions which are required to address the main 
drivers of biodiversity loss. They will assist in meeting our obligations in terms of the Aichi targets, 
particularly the ecosystem restoration target. Delivery agreements are being developed with key 
delivery partners. The first of these will be published early in 2015. 

Health and Social Care 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many leisure facilities have been closed by each local authority in each year 
since 1999. 

Holding answer issued: 3 December 2014 (S4W-23264) 

Jamie Hepburn: The Scottish Government does not hold this information. It is a matter for local 
authorities as they have a statutory responsibility to determine the provision of facilities based on local 
need. 

As the national agency for sport, sportscotland takes part in strategic discussions with local 
authorities about local provision and generally presumes against the loss of outdoor sports facilities 
except in certain defined circumstances, including where the facility to be lost will be compensated for. 



 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many NHS staff have reported (a) facing abusive behaviour and (b) being 
attacked in each year since 1999, broken down by NHS board. 

 (S4W-23275) 

Shona Robison: While the data requested is not held centrally, the 2013 NHSScotland staff survey 
asked this question and the following link is provided to the results:  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/12/4235/18 

This data provides an indicative measure only as the staff response rate was 28%. The results show 
9% of survey respondents indicated they had experienced physical violence from patients/service 
users or other members of the public in the past 12 months, and 32% said they had experienced 
emotional/verbal abuse from patients/service users or other members of the public in the past 12 
months. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when it will report to the Parliament on the operation of sections 14 and 15 of the Patient Rights 
(Scotland) Act 2011. 

 (S4W-23320) 

Shona Robison: NHS boards’ reporting arrangements are described in the answers to S4W-23317 
and S4W-23318 on 3 December 2014. 

NHS National Services Scotland’s Information Services Division publishes an annual report on NHS 
complaints statistics, which is available online at:  
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Quality-Indicators/NHS-Complaints-Statistics/ 

The Scottish Public Services Ombudsman (SPSO) lays investigation reports before Parliament, in 
some cases that meet their public interest criteria. They also publish an annual report on SPSO’s 
performance, and a health sector specific report. 

The Scottish Government has no additional plans to report to Parliament on the operation of 
sections 14 and 15 of the Patient Rights (Scotland) Act 2011. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-19629 by Alex Neil on 4 March 2014, what discussions it has 
had with the Department of Health regarding the Scottish Public Inquiry into Hepatitis C/HIV. 

 (S4W-23425) 

Maureen Watt: The warning letters stage of the Penrose Inquiry, which is a complex and detailed 
part of the process, is not yet complete. I have recently received a letter from Lord Penrose providing 
a progress update on the work of the inquiry. Lord Penrose has advised that the warning letter 
process is still ongoing, but he will be in a position to announce a publication date for his report as 
soon as that process is complete. 

All persons who may be the subject of significant or explicit criticism in the report will receive 
warning letters. There is a duty of confidence in relation to the warning letters, so disclosure of the 
contents is not permitted. The obligation of confidentiality only ends when the final report is published, 
which prevents any discussion of the content with the Department of Health at this stage. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had with the Scottish Football Association to encourage young people to take up the 
sport. 

 (S4W-23428) 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/12/4235/18
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Quality-Indicators/NHS-Complaints-Statistics/
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Jamie Hepburn: The Scottish Government recognises the important role football plays in 
communities across Scotland and believes grass roots football is a key area in helping the Scottish 
Government achieve several sporting, health, community and educational ambitions.  

The most recent sportscotland investment in Scottish Football Association (SFA) activities and 
programmes is £1.656 million, covering a 15 month period from 1 Jan 2014 to 31 March 2015, of 
which £1 million contributes towards the delivery of the SFA’s 10-year youth action plan. As the 
current investment represents the final year of a 10-year support commitment, the SFA are in the 
process of submitting a new four-year development plan for funding consideration by the sportscotland 
board, which would run from 1 April 2015 to 31 March 2019. The new development plan will identify 
SFA plans and priorities in the area of youth football, along with other SFA development activities and 
programmes. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what research the Medical Research Council has funded in the last 10 years into 
the role of deciliation in the onset of autistic spectrum disorder. 

 (S4W-23457) 

Jamie Hepburn: Details of Medical Research Council funding are not routinely held by the Scottish 
Government. The Medical Research Council will hold the relevant information. 

Learning and Justice 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
drones (a) it and (b) each of its agencies (i) owns, (ii) leases and (iii) contracts and for what purposes. 

 (S4W-23283) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government neither owns nor leases any unmanned aerial 
vehicles (UAV). 

Historic Scotland owns two UAVs for the purposes of survey work and assessing buildings. 

The Forestry Commission Scotland has contracted the use of two UAVs for the purpose of forest 
planning, disease monitoring, wind blow mapping and vegetation monitoring. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had with the UK Government and its agencies regarding the use of drones in 
Scotland. 

 (S4W-23289) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government has had no discussions with the UK Government and 
its agencies regarding the use of drones. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many people have been (a) prosecuted and (b) convicted in cases where the main 
charge had a domestic abuse aggravator recorded in each year since 2011-12, also broken down by 
(i) disposal and (ii) how many were sent to a prison or young offenders institution. 

 (S4W-23357) 

Michael Matheson: The available information is given in the following table. 

Information for 2013-14 will be available after the publication of the Criminal Proceedings in 
Scotland, 2013-14 statistical bulletin. This is due to be published on 16 December 2014.  

The dates of all Scottish Government official and national statistics publications are pre-announced, 
and the up to date list of future publications can be found at:  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2005/03/18798 

A person may be convicted more than once in the same year, and if so, they will appear in these 
figures more than once. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2005/03/18798


People proceeded against for an offence with a domestic aggravator recorded
1
, 2011-12 to 2012-13 

Disposal 2011-12 2012-13 

Not guilty 1,629 1,617 

Prison 1,050 1,155 

YOI
2 

55 68 

Recall to prison – YOI
2 

- 1 

Community sentence 2,253 2,486 

Monetary 2,685 2,516 

Admonished 2,738 2,979 

Absolute discharge 77 68 

Other 14 19 

Total proceeded against 10,501 10,909 

1. Where main offence. 
2. Young offenders institution. 
Source: Scottish Government Court Proceedings Database. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many convictions for offences with a domestic abuse aggravator in each year since 
2011-12 have been for a repeat offence. 

 (S4W-23358) 

Michael Matheson: The following table shows the number of unique individuals convicted of a 
crime/offence with a domestic abuse aggravator between 2011-12 to 2012-13, and includes the 
number and percentage of these individuals that had at least one previous conviction with a domestic 
abuse aggravator. 

Table: Number of unique individuals convicted of a crime/offence with a domestic abuse aggravator, 
2011-12 to 2012-13 

Financial Year 
Total 

Individuals 

Individuals with at least one 
previous conviction with a 

domestic abuse aggravator 
(percentage of total individuals) 

2012-13 8,456 2770 (33%) 

2011-12 8,247 2549 (31%) 

Information for 2013-14 will be available after the publication of the Criminal Proceedings in 
Scotland, 2013-14 statistical bulletin. This is due for publication on 16 December 2014. 

Recording of offence aggravators has been improving over time and it is deemed that recording has 
only reached a sufficient level of consistency from 2009-10. Any apparent increase in the number of 
previous offences is likely to be the product of improved recording and an increase in the counting 
base. Therefore, any comparisons of aggravator information made over time should be made with 
caution and in particular the number of individuals with at least one previous conviction is not 
comparable year on year. 

A domestic abuse offence aggravator could be recorded for an offence against any domestic abuse 
victim, not necessarily just for offences against victims of inter-partner domestic abuse. A previous 
conviction is counted as any previous conviction with a domestic abuse aggravator, so this measure of 
a ‘repeat offence’ does not necessarily mean that it was against the same victim. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what percentage of (a) sheriff summary and (b) justice of the peace cases was dealt with 
within 26 weeks from caution and charge to verdict at the courts in (i) Arbroath, (ii), Cupar, (iii) 
Stonehaven, (iv) Forfar, (v) Dundee and (vi) Aberdeen in each (A) year since 2006-07 and (B) month 
since May 2013, and what the average time taken was. 

 (S4W-23361) 



Michael Matheson: Tables showing the information requested on the percentage of sheriff 
summary and justice of the peace cases dealt with within 26 weeks from caution and charge to verdict 
at courts has been prepared and a copy of this table is available in the Scottish Parliament Information 
Centre (Bib number 56443). 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what percentage of (a) sheriff summary and (b) justice of the peace cases was dealt with 
within 26 weeks from caution and charge to verdict at the courts in (i) Annan, (ii) Cumbernauld, (iii) 
Irvine, (iv) Motherwell, (v) Portree, (vi) Stornoway, (vii) Wick, (viii) Dornoch, (ix) Kirkcudbright, (x) 
Rothesay, (xi) Dumfries, (xii) Coatbridge, (xiii) Kilmarnock, (xiv) Hamilton, (xv) Tain and (xvi) Greenock 
in each (A) year since 2006-07 and (B) month since November 2012, and what the average time taken 
was. 

 (S4W-23362) 

Michael Matheson: Tables showing the information requested on the percentage of sheriff 
summary and justice of the peace cases dealt with within 26 weeks from caution and charge to verdict 
at courts has been prepared and a copy of this table is available in the Scottish Parliament Information 
Centre (Bib number 56443). 

 

Christine Grahame (Midlothian South, Tweeddale and Lauderdale) (Scottish National Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government what action it (a) has taken and (b) plans to take as a result of its 
consultation on the Draft Inquiries (Scotland) Rules 2011, which closed on 8 June 2012. 

 (S4W-23404) 

Michael Matheson: (a) Submissions to the consultation on the Draft Inquiries (Scotland) Rules 
2011 were received but no steps have been taken to amend the existing rules. 

(b) The Scottish Government will keep the matter under review. 

 

Christine Grahame (Midlothian South, Tweeddale and Lauderdale) (Scottish National Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government how many public inquiries there have been from 1999, broken down 
by (a) completed and (b) ongoing inquiries, showing the (i) cost and (ii) duration of each. 

 (S4W-23405) 

Michael Matheson: There have been five statutory public inquiries established since 1999, all under 
the Inquiries Act 2005 and Inquiries (Scotland) Rules 2007. Details of the cost and duration of each 
inquiry are in the following table, including whether it is completed or ongoing: 

Inquiry Status* Cost Duration** 

ICL Inquiry completed £1.9 million 1 year 5 months 

Fingerprint 
Inquiry 

completed £4.75 million 3 years 9 months 

Vale of Level 
Hospital Inquiry 

completed £10.3 million (as at 1 October 2014) with 
final costs still to be published 

5 years 1 month 

Penrose Inquiry ongoing £11.3 million (as at June 2014) with a 
projected cost of £11.7 million (estimate 
provided by the inquiry team July 2014) 

Commenced January 
2012 

Edinburgh Tram 
Inquiry 

ongoing Not known Became a statutory 
inquiry November 2014 

*completed means final report has been issued 
**duration from when inquiry set up to report published 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what action 
it takes to recognise the role of the language, Scottish Cant, in Scotland's culture and history. 

 (S4W-23415) 



Alasdair Allan: The Scottish Government recognises the important role that languages such as 
Scottish Cant play in Scotland’s culture and heritage and in the identity of indigenous communities. 
There are a number of initiatives in place which aim to make progress with priorities identified by the 
Scottish Gypsy/Traveller community, including the development of a strategy and action plan which 
will build on a number of recommendations from earlier reports. This strategy is being prepared with 
input from the Gypsy/Traveller community, and will be published in 2015. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what other sources of funding it would recommend to the Scottish Youth Theatre in light 
of it not receiving regular funding from Creative Scotland. 

Holding answer issued: 27 November 2014 (S4W-23153) 

Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Youth Theatre will be eligible for support from the new £1 million that 
the First Minister announced on 14 November 2014. In addition, they remain eligible for Open Project 
Funding from Creative Scotland, worth up to £150,000 per project. They are currently supported by 
Glasgow City Council through Glasgow Life, and could apply as a national organisation for support 
from other local authorities, independent trusts and foundations. Creative Scotland could provide them 
with advice on further sources of funding. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what support it 
can provide to assist the development of the project, Helensburgh Heroes. 

 (S4W-23437) 

Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government does not directly support projects like Helensburgh Heroes 
and their plans for a digital academy and entertainment centre. Where such projects contribute to 
economic development, skills or culture they are eligible to apply for support from agencies such as 
Scottish Enterprise, Skills Development Scotland and Creative Scotland. Helensburgh Heroes applied 
for support from Creative Scotland but were unsuccessful. Creative Scotland work on the ‘arms-length’ 
principle, whereby ministers are prevented by legislation from intervening in artistic decisions. 

Creative Scotland is currently accepting applications for open project funding for projects which meet 
the published funding guidelines. 

Transport Scotland 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
action it can take to raise parents' awareness of the role that they can play in young driver safety. 

 (S4O-3790) 

Derek Mackay: The Scottish Government recognises that younger drivers can be particularly at risk 
on the roads and drivers aged 17-25 are one of the priorities for action within Scotland’s Road Safety 
Framework to 2020. 

Earlier this year Road Safety Scotland issued a national guide for parents and guardians giving 
advice on helping young people stay safe before, during and after the driver training and testing 
process. 

 

The following question received a holding answer: 

S4W-23292 

 


