
Wednesday 3 December 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
restrictions there are on the installation of double glazing in conservation areas. 

Holding answer issued: 2 December 2014 (S4W-23215) 

Alex Neil: The permitted development rights for works to dwelling houses and flats, which would 
allow such installation without needing planning permission, do not apply in conservation areas. 

The determination of applications for planning permission, and the development plan policies 
against which they are considered, are primarily matters for the planning authority. 

The Scottish Planning Policy (paragraph 143) and Planning Advice Note 71: 'Conservation Area 
Management' contains national planning policy and guidance on conservation areas. These can be 
found at:  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2014/06/5823  
and http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2004/12/20450/49052 repectively. 

Historic Scotland (HS) also produce guidance documents relating to the repair, upgrading or 
replacement of windows. These can be found at: 
http://www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/managing-change-consultation-windows.pdf  

HS guidance on windows for planning authorities and other interested parties: 
http://www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/informguide-sashandcase.pdf  

HS guidance on maintaining sash windows: 
http://www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/thermal-windows.pdf  

HS report on improving the thermal performance of traditional windows; and HS report on the use of 
slim-profile double glazing: 
http://conservation.historic-scotland.gov.uk/techpaper9.pdf  

Enterprise and Environment 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what action 
it is taking to address the reported rise in reports of illegal hare coursing.  

Holding answer issued: 2 December 2014 (S4W-23212) 

Aileen McLeod: Hare coursing, like many other types of poaching is largely a seasonal activity. 
Hare coursing takes place predominantly in spring and autumn, and this is reflected in increased 
reports from late August through to the end of November. The Wildlife Crime Annual Report published 
on 20 October 2014 shows that numbers of recorded crimes involving hunting with dogs have 
remained relatively constant over the last four years. 

Hare coursing is a barbaric sport that not only involves cruelty to hares, but also those taking part 
often threaten and intimidate members of rural communities. Specific police operations to counter hare 
coursing will take place as and when appropriate, depending on the level and quality of any 
information received. The Partnership for Action against Wildlife Crime has a sub-group dedicated to 
combating poaching and coursing. This group works closely with farmers and other stakeholders to 
tackle hare coursing through awareness raising and advice on reporting coursing incidents. 

 

Claudia Beamish (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
publications it considers constitute the Scottish Biodiversity Strategy in terms of section 2(1) of the 
Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004. 

 (S4W-23367) 

Aileen McLeod: Scotland's Biodiversity Strategy, Scotland's Biodiversity: It's in Your Hands, was 
published in 2004. The 2020 Challenge for Scotland's Biodiversity was published in June 2013. The 
two strategy documents together comprise the Scottish Biodiversity Strategy. 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2014/06/5823
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2004/12/20450/49052
http://www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/managing-change-consultation-windows.pdf
http://www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/informguide-sashandcase.pdf
http://www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/thermal-windows.pdf
http://conservation.historic-scotland.gov.uk/techpaper9.pdf


Claudia Beamish (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
considers that improved ecosystem service delivery and performance against natural capital indices 
would, in themselves, constitute the successful conservation of biodiversity in Scotland. 

 (S4W-23368) 

Aileen McLeod: We are at the early stages in both measuring natural capital and understanding the 
role of biodiversity in the delivery of ecosystem services. There is a lot of evidence that supports the 
idea that biodiversity is critical to ecosystem resilience and hence to both ecosystem health and its 
capacity to deliver high quality services now and into the future. We are continuing to develop the 
indices to ensure that they capture the critical aspects of that complexity. 

The Scottish Biodiversity Strategy defines success in relation to its three aims, and uses a range of 
indicators to monitor progress. The Natural Capital Asset Index is one of these, but there are a 
number of other indices - including the breeding bird index, seabird index etc. Taken together, these 
define success in conserving Scotland’s biodiversity. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its position is on dredging the River Isla in Perthshire to prevent flooding. 

 (S4W-23401) 

Aileen McLeod: Dredging can have a role to play in flood risk management, but carried out in the 
wrong way and in the wrong place can result in significant environmental damage, and increased 
flooding and erosion downstream. 

The Scottish Government is working with local authorities, Scottish Environmental Protection 
Agency and Scottish Water and the other responsible authorities, to deliver strategic flood risk 
management plans for Scotland. These will set out objectives for reducing flood risk in potentially 
vulnerable areas across Scotland, and the best combination of measures to achieve this. These 
measures may include dredging where it is appropriate and is part of a sustainable, long-term 
catchment solution to sediment management issues. 

We believe this is the best approach to managing flood risk across the whole of Scotland, rather 
than focussing on one single issue which is not a ‘cure all’ for flooding. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what recent discussions it has had with the Scottish Environment Protection 
Agency regarding the dredging of rivers. 

 (S4W-23402) 

Aileen McLeod: The Scottish Government meets regularly with Scottish Environment Protection 
Agency (SEPA). A joint meeting was held with National Farmers Union Scotland (NFUS) earlier this 
year, which resulted in the publication of detailed guidance on dredging for land managers. This can 
be obtained by visiting the following link: 
http://www.sepa.org.uk/water/water_regulation/guidance/river_clearance_and_dredging.aspx. 

Not all works require a SEPA licence: large and complex projects in larger rivers do, but simpler 
rules apply to activities like ditch clearance and silt removal from already straightened burns. 

For more significant engineering works permission may be required. As these, if carried out in the 
wrong place and in the wrong way, can result in serious environmental damage and a risk of 
increased erosion and flooding elsewhere. SEPA assesses licence applications for dredging on a case 
by case basis, and encourages applications to be part of sustainable, long-term catchment solutions to 
sediment management issues. However, SEPA staff are always available to discuss any river 
management work, and to provide appropriate advice. 

Both the Scottish Government and SEPA are aware of the challenges facing farmers and land 
managers during spells of extreme wet weather, and SEPA continues to liaise closely with NFUS on 
this important issue. 

 

http://www.sepa.org.uk/water/water_regulation/guidance/river_clearance_and_dredging.aspx


Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what action it (a) has taken and (b) plans to prevent farmland being flooded in 
winter 2014-15. 

 (S4W-23403) 

Aileen McLeod: The Scottish Government is working to reduce flood risk across the whole of 
Scotland through the implementation of the Flood Risk Management (Scotland) Act 2009. We are 
committed to building up flood resilience in rural communities and the farming sector, and we continue 
to provide funding through the local government settlement for local authorities to invest in flood 
protection schemes. We have also invested significantly in improving Scotland’s flood warning service, 
which is resulting in better flood forecasting and warning information being made available to the 
public throughout Scotland. We are also supporting the public and others to take practical actions 
through our additional funding for the Scottish Flood Forum. 

The interaction between agriculture, river dredging and flooding is complex, and the Scottish 
Government is keen to ensure the most sustainable balance between agricultural production, 
environmental protection and flood risk management. 

Following representations from NFUS, among others, Scottish Environment Protection Agency has 
reviewed the issue of maintaining agricultural flood embankments, and is seeking to raise awareness 
among farmers of the regulatory and licensing requirements that pertain to repair work carried out by 
land managers. This should give the farming community greater confidence in carrying out necessary 
repairs to flood defences. 

Finance 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many of the shovel-ready projects submitted to the UK Government are 
progressing. 

 (S4W-23249) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government initially provided the UK Government with a list of projects 
totalling £302 million on 2 March 2012. A further detailed list of projects totalling £820.8 million was 
subsequently provided on 23 November 2012. The majority of the projects within these lists have been 
taken forward despite significant cuts to our capital budgets. Information relating to the status of the 
projects is provided in the following two tables: 

List of projects provided to the Prime Minister on 2 March 2012: 

Project Name 
Funding 
required 
(£million) 

Status 

Ullapool Pier – passenger access system, traffic 
management, new berthing dolphin and replacement 
linkspan  

4 In construction 

Gourock-Dunoon Pontoons  2 Cancelled  

Kennacraig Phase 2  4 Completed 

A75 Hardgrove to Kinmount  10 Completed 

A96 Threapland  6 Statutory procedures complete 

A68 Pathhead to Tynehead Junction  6 Statutory procedures complete 

A95 Lackgie  4 Statutory procedures complete 

A702 Candymill Bend and Edmonstone Brae  4 Statutory procedures complete 

A737 Head Street Roundabout  1.5 Superseded by A737 
Improvements at Beith project 

which is currently in 
preparation. 

A876 Kincardine Bridge Refurbishment  14 Statutory procedures complete 

M8 M73 M74 Motorway Improvements: Advance 
Public Utilities  

37.8 In construction 

Transport   

Health maintenance to ensure assets are safe, 
effective and patient centred  

50 Projects which formed this 
inclusion are all completed. 

Health   



Project Name 
Funding 
required 
(£million) 

Status 

Accelerating Schools for the Future  30.8 Five projects formed this 
inclusion. One secondary 

school, two primary schools 
and one additional special 

needs school are completed 
and one primary school is 
currently in construction. 

Schools   

University of Glasgow - Centre for Virology Research  13 Completed  
 

University of Dundee - Phases 2 and 3 - 
refurbishment of Duncan of Jordanstone 

8 Completed  
 

University of Abertay/ Dundee College - Dundee 
Academy of Sport  

6 In Preparation 

University of Edinburgh – Centre for Humanities and 
Social Sciences  

8 Completed 

Further and higher education   

Dundee Central Waterfront  4.5 In construction 

Fife Energy Park – Site Development  3.5 In construction 

ITREZ Technology Innovation Centre  4 In construction 

ATOS Building – Forres Enterprise Park  3 Completed 

Inverness Campus  6 Completed  

Forres Enterprise Park – Extension of Roads  2 Completed 

Forres Enterprise Park – Provide 2 Units  3 Completed  

European Marine Science Park – Ground  works  3.5 Completed  

Creative Clyde  1.7 In construction 

National Renewable Infrastructure Plan – Hunterston 
Quay Upgrade  

2 In preparation 

Enterprise   

Priority investments within Local Authority Strategic 
Housing Investment Plans  

15 Majority of projects which 
formed this inclusion are 

completed. 

Housing   

Clyde Gateway developments at Bridgeton Cross, 
Dalmarnock Cross, Rutherglen and Shawfield  

37 Five projects formed this 
inclusion.  One is completed, 

two are currently in construction 
and two are in preparation. 

Ayr Gaiety regeneration 1 In preparation 

Regeneration   

National Records of Scotland – Thomas Thomson 
House – urgent roof repairs  

1.5 Completed 

Historic Scotland – Abbotsford House – restoration 
to bring into public use  

0.7 Completed 

Historic Scotland – Lews Castle development  1 The elements which formed this 
inclusion are completed. 

Culture and heritage   

Forestry Commission Scotland – upgrade of visitor 
facilities at David Marshall Lodge, Aberfoyle and 
Queen's View, Perthshire  

1 Completed 
 

National Parks - visitor facility improvements within 
the National Parks  

1 Completed 

Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh – commence 
replacement of the Garden's ageing glasshouses  

1.5 Completed 
 

Rural and environment   

Total 302  

 



List of projects provided to the UK Chancellor on 23 November 2012: 

Project Name 
Funding 
required 
(£million) 

Status 

A96 Threapland 6.0 Statutory procedures complete 

A68 Pathhead to Tynehead Junction 11.0 Statutory procedures complete 

A95 Lackgie 4.0 Statutory procedures complete 

A702 Candymill Bend and Edmonstone Brae 4.0 Statutory procedures complete 

Trunk Road maintenance 34.0 Completed 

Cycling infrastructure projects 3.9 Completed  

Ferry port infrastructure 5.7 Five projects formed this 
inclusion. Two are completed, 

one is currently in construction, 
one is in preparation and one 

has been cancelled. 

Canal infrastructure projects: Regeneration and 
Tourism 

6.3 Projects which formed this 
inclusion have been completed. 

Transport total (8) 74.9  

Highlands and Islands Enterprise: economic 
development projects 

9.8 Completed  

Scottish Enterprise: economic development projects 40.4 Eight projects formed this 
inclusion.  Two are completed, 

four are currently in construction 
and two have been cancelled. 

Port of Leith masterplanning 119.0 Under Review 

VisitScotland: investment in Visitor Centre 
infrastructure, including Glasgow Visitor Information 
Centre 

1.3 In construction 

Roslin International Centre for Livestock 
Improvement 

10.0 In preparation 
 

Enterprise total (5) 180.5  

Forestry projects: access, road infrastructure and 
buildings refurbishment 

6.2 Majority of projects which 
formed this inclusion are 

completed. 

National Parks: developing the rural economy 12.4 Some elements which formed 
this inclusion are completed. 

Scottish Natural Heritage: co-location Fort William 0.2 Completed 
 

Rural and environment total (3) 18.8  

Scottish Court Service: estate improvement, 
essential maintenance and statutory compliance 

8.4 Elements which formed this 
inclusion are completed or 

ongoing. 

Upgrading the Safety Camera Network 2.4 Completed 
 

Justice total (2) 10.8  

Affordable Housing Supply Programme: additional 
grant funding 

40.0 Majority of projects which 
formed this inclusion are 

completed. 

Housing total (1) 40.0  

Clyde Gateway: Office and Industrial Developments 
for Economic Growth 

63.4 Seven projects formed this 
inclusion.  Three are completed, 
two are currently in construction 

and two are in preparation. 

Irvine Enterprise Area: Infrastructure and Innovation 
Campus, and Irvine Ailsa Road Industrial Units 

5.9 Three projects formed this 
inclusion.  Two are completed 

and one is in preparation. 

Ardrossan Quayside and Medical Centre 4.7 Two projects formed this 
inclusion.  One is completed 

and one is currently in 



Project Name 
Funding 
required 
(£million) 

Status 

construction. 

Regeneration total (3) 74.0  

National Theatre of Scotland: Glasgow regeneration 
project 

2.0 In preparation 

Works to Historic Scotland’s estate 1.4 Completed 

National Museums of Scotland: maintenance 3.6 Completed 

Creative Scotland: grants programme 1.5 Majority of elements which 
formed this inclusion are 

completed with the remainder 
ongoing. 

Culture and heritage total (4) 8.5  

College projects: targeted investment in priority 
estates 

65.0 Three projects formed this 
inclusion.  Two are in 

preparation and one has been 
cancelled. 

Further and higher education total (1) 65.0  

Health: backlog maintenance/equipment 
replacement 

75.0 Projects which formed this 
inclusion are all completed. 

Health: bring forward projects through capital funding 
projects currently earmarked for revenue funding 

188.9 Twenty one projects formed this 
inclusion.  Four are completed, 

seven are currently in 
construction and ten are in 

procurement.  

NHS Highland Renal and Endoscopy 2.0 Completed 

NHS Highland Day Services 15.0 Completed 

NHS Grampian Inverurie Health Centre and 
Community Maternity Unit 

7.0 In hub development 

NHS Grampian: Aboyne Health Centre 2.0 Smaller scale project completed 

NHS Grampian: Stonehaven Health Centre 2.0 Cancelled 

NHS Grampian: additional theatre capacity 3.0 Completed 

NHS Lanarkshire: Monklands – additional backlog 
investment 

10.0 Completed 

NHS Tayside: additional theatre capacity – Ninewells 3.0 Completed 

NHS Tayside: intensive care unit upgrade 1.0 Completed 

Health total (11) 308.9  

20 x 3G Pitches 6.0 Some elements which formed 
this inclusion are completed 

National Sporting Facilities 2.0 Two projects formed this 
inclusion and both are in 

preparation. 

School Investment 5.0 Elements within this inclusion 
are ongoing. 

Community Hub investment 3.0 Elements within this inclusion 
are ongoing. 

Sports legacy projects 23.6 Some elements within this 
inclusion are completed or 

ongoing. 

Sport total (5) 39.6  

Total capital investment (43) 820.8  

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer 
to question S4W-22734 by Nicola Sturgeon on 30 October 2014, what the EU's deadline is for the 
transposition of directive 2014/24/EU. 

 



 (S4W-23301) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-22734 on 30 October 2014. The 
three new procurement directives must be transposed into Scots law by 18 April 2016. The Scottish 
Government expects Scottish regulations to be in place towards the end of 2015. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

Health and Social Care 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what recent 
assessment it has made of the prevalence of autism in Scotland; whether it is increasing, and whether 
it considers that the Scottish Strategy for Autism will have an impact on it. 

Holding answer issued: 28 November 2014 (S4W-23190) 

Jamie Hepburn: The Scottish Government focus is on support for people with autism and autism 
service delivery. We are ensuring the visibility of the population with autism in routinely collected data 
is a priority and we have commissioned the newly established Scottish Learning Disabilities 
Observatory to specifically support data collection in this regard. This work is at an early stage. 

A key priority under the Scottish Strategy for Autism is improving access to diagnosis and, as a 
priority, work is underway to develop an improvement programme with diagnostic services to explore 
ways of improving capacity and ensuring individuals with autism have timely access to diagnostics and 
thereafter post diagnostic support. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many women have been transferred to units in England for treatment since the State Hospital 
stopped admitting female patients and how much this has cost. 

Holding answer issued: 2 December 2014 (S4W-23235) 

Jamie Hepburn: Since the State Hospital stopped admitting female patients in 2009, 21 female 
patients have been sent to England for treatment. Of these, only a very small number (actual number 
suppressed to protect patient confidentiality) were sent to a high-secure facility. This figure does not 
include those patients who were being repatriated to England.  

Information on costs is held by each individual health board and is not provided to the Scottish 
Government as a matter of course. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many women have received a forensic mental health assessment since the State Hospital 
stopped admitting female patients and at what locations. 

Holding answer issued: 2 December 2014 (S4W-23237) 

Jamie Hepburn: Forensic mental health assessments are carried out on patients in a variety of 
settings, for example as voluntary patients or by GPs, and this information would not be passed to the 
Scottish Government. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how it will fund testing for the BRAF marker in people with malignant melanoma 
when the current external funding support comes to an end. 

 (S4W-23248) 

Shona Robison: Molecular pathology testing for BRAF mutations in melanoma samples is currently 
undertaken in laboratories in Aberdeen, Dundee and Edinburgh, which are funded as part of a national 
service agreement. 

The laboratory in Glasgow is currently developing this test and will be providing it from January 
2015. This will mean from that date all four molecular pathology laboratories in Scotland will offer the 
test. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 

Scottish Government how many secure inpatient care places there are for children with mental health 

conditions in each NHS board. 

(S4W-23250) 

Jamie Hepburn: There is no provision within NHS Scotland for children and young people with mental 

health conditions who require secure inpatient care. 

Where secure inpatient care is required for children who have mental health conditions, NHS boards 

will use the Nation Services Division nationally funded-service for secure mental health services for 

adolescents or make individual arrangements with other providers in NHS England or specialist 

private sector providers. 
 

Stuart McMillan (West Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
dealings it has with Community Pharmacy Scotland in relation to prescription medication. 

 (S4W-23261) 

Shona Robison: The National Health Service (Pharmaceutical Services) (Scotland) Regulations 
2009, as amended, require Scottish Ministers to consult an organisation which they recognise as 
representative of community pharmacy contractors across Scotland before issuing the drug tariff. 

Scottish Ministers currently recognise Community Pharmacy Scotland for this purpose, and consult 
with them in writing and through meetings when relevant issues arise, which require decisions. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many people have been (a) prosecuted and (b) convicted for (i) abusive 
behaviour toward and (ii) attacking NHS staff in each year since 1999, broken down by NHS board 
area. 

 (S4W-23276) 

Shona Robison: While we do not hold this information centrally, we do hold the following 
information under the Emergency Workers (Scotland) Act 2005.  The 2005 Act was extended in 2008 
to enhance the protections provided to NHS staff by extending it to GP, other doctors, nurses and 
midwives working in the community. 

Persons proceeded against in Scottish Courts for offences under the Emergency Workers (Scotland) 
Act 2005

1
, 2005-06 to 2012-13: 

Section of Act 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 

Section 1(1) 12 47 44 76 117 140 164 148 

Section 2(1) 14 78 96 79 39 42 34 39 

Section 3(1) 0 3 2 4 2 5 1 2 

Section 5(1) 31 84 145 150 132 149 173 160 

Total 57 212 287 309 290 336 372 349 

1. Where main offence. 

Persons convicted in Scottish Courts for offences under the Emergency Workers (Scotland) Act 2005
1
, 

2005-06 to 2012-13: 

Section of Act 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 

Section 1(1) 11 44 40 74 113 136 159 139 

Section 2(1) 14 74 90 76 37 39 34 36 

Section 3(1) 0 3 2 4 2 4 1 2 

Section 5(1) 29 79 143 147 129 144 162 153 

Total 54 200 275 301 281 323 356 330 

1. Where main offence. 

 



Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what assessment has been carried out of the impact on communities of its decision to 
close some police stations and reduce the opening hours of others. 

 (S4W-23281) 

Michael Matheson: Police Scotland regularly review and check whether its approaches and 
structures provide the most efficient and effective mechanisms to ensure that the high quality delivery 
of policing in Scotland is maintained and enhanced. 

Police Scotland undertook a review of front counter provision across Scotland in 2013. No police 
stations were closed as a result of this review. Any future assessment of the community impact of this 
decision is a matter for Police Scotland and the Scottish Police Authority. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many category (a) A and (b) B patients are receiving NHS continuing care in a care home; how 
much this costs and, in light of its reported plan not to treat such patients outside hospital, what 
assessment it has made of how many would (i) subsequently have to be moved to hospital for 
treatment and (ii) be unable to move to their domestic home. 

 (S4W-23306) 

Shona Robison: At the latest NHS continuing healthcare census (March 2014) there were 385 
category A patients in care homes and 12 category B patients. Costs are not collected centrally. 

In announcing our acceptance of the recommendations of the Independent Review of NHS 
Continuing Healthcare on 8 May 2014, the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing made it clear 
that anyone currently eligible would not be disadvantaged. It is anticipated that these patients will, 
subject to review, remain where they are currently being cared for and therefore not move home or to 
a hospital. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for 
what reason the number of patients in NHS continuing care in Scotland is reported to be 
proportionately lower than that in England. 

 (S4W-23311) 

Shona Robison: Policy and guidance on NHS continuing healthcare is different between Scotland 
and England and the data is not therefore comparable. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for 
what reason the Patient Rights (Complaints Procedure and Consequential Provisions) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2012 is not included in the Model Integration Scheme (Body Corporate) 09 October 2014 
Version 1. 

 (S4W-23313) 

Shona Robison: The Patient Rights (Complaints Procedure and Consequential Provisions) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2012 continues to apply to all health services, including those within the 
integration scheme. The Public Bodies (Joint Working) (Integration Scheme) (Scotland) Regulations 
2014 require health boards and local authorities to agree a process for complaints in relation to 
integrated services. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what guidance it will provide to ensure that there is a single feedback/complaint system for service 
users under section 11 of the Model Integration Scheme (Body Corporate) 09 October 2014 Version 1. 

 (S4W-23314) 

Shona Robison: Each health board and local authority must include within their integration scheme 
a description of how they will manage complaints, and the process by which a service user may make 
a complaint, in relation to service delivery under integration. The integration scheme is subject to 



ministerial approval. The model integration scheme provides guidance on the completion of the 
integration scheme. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what action it has taken under section 15 subsection (1) of the Patient Rights (Scotland) Act 2011. 

 (S4W-23315) 

Shona Robison: The Scottish Government is committed to ensuring a culture of openness and 
transparency within our NHS services, which actively welcomes all forms of feedback as a tool for 
continuous improvement. We have therefore taken a number of actions to support NHS boards to 
encourage, handle and respond to feedback and complaints. The Scottish Government has: 

Issued updated guidance Can I Help You? on handling and learning from feedback, comments, 
concerns or complaints about NHS services. 

Provided funding for staff training, and to encourage and promote all forms of feedback, including 
complaints. 

Established the independent Patient Advice and Support Service to advise and support people to 
provide feedback, make comments, raise concerns or make a complaint, and continued to fund the 
Scottish Mediation Network.  

Following receipt of the first round of boards’ annual feedback and complaints reports, the Scottish 
Government commissioned the Scottish Health Council’s Listening and Learning report published on 
30 April 2014. The report’s recommendations have been accepted and are being actioned by boards. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
which NHS boards it has given directions to regarding the performance of their duties under 
subsections (1) and (4) of the Patient Rights (Scotland) Act 2011. 

 (S4W-23316) 

Shona Robison: The Patient Rights (Feedback, Comments, Concerns and Complaints) (Scotland) 
Directions 2012 came into force in April 2012. No directions have been issued to individual boards. A 
number of directions that all boards have to comply with were included in the updated Can I Help 
You? guidance which was issued to boards by the Scottish Government in March 2012. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what action it has taken under section 14 subsection (5) of the Patient Rights (Scotland) Act 2011. 

 (S4W-23317) 

Shona Robison: Through The Patient Rights (Feedback, Comments, Concerns and Complaints) 
(Scotland) Directions 2012, the Scottish Government has required each relevant NHS body to publish 
annual reports which provide evidence that action has been taken, or is planned, as a result of 
feedback, comments, concerns and complaints. The reports are required to be sent to Scottish 
Ministers. 

The Scottish Government issued additional guidance to NHS boards in May 2014, to assist them 
with their reports for 2013-14. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what reports it has (a) requested and (b) received and from which NHS boards regarding the 
performance of their duties under section 14 subsections (1) and (4) of the Patient Rights (Scotland) 
Act 2011. 

 (S4W-23318) 

Shona Robison: In addition to the answer provided for S4W-23317 on 3 December 2014, the first 
round of annual complaints and feedback reports were published in 2013. They informed an analysis 



of key themes published in the Scottish Health Council’s Review of NHS Boards’ Annual Reporting on 
Feedback, Comments, Concerns and Complaints 2012/13, in January 2014. 

NHS boards annual complaints and feedback reports for 2013-14 have been received by the 
Scottish Government and are publicly available on boards’ websites. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how the recording and management of patient feedback is being incorporated into the operation of, or 
aligned with, sections 14 and 15 of the Patient Rights (Scotland) Act 2011. 

 (S4W-23319) 

Shona Robison: The Patient Rights (Feedback, Comments, Concerns and Complaints) (Scotland) 
Directions 2012 require NHS boards to gather, review and report information on complaints from their 
own service and health service providers on a quarterly basis, with a view to identifying areas of 
concern and any actions that could be taken to improve services. 

The directions also require boards to produce the annual reports outlined in the answer to question 
S4W-23317 on 3 December 2014. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it is ensuring that NHS board staff are trained in the operation of sections 14 and 15 of the Patient 
Rights (Scotland) Act 2011. 

 (S4W-23321) 

Shona Robison: The Scottish Government has provided funding since 2012-13 to support NHS 
Education for Scotland and the Scottish Public Services Ombudsman to develop and deliver a suite of 
learning, education and workforce development opportunities for NHS staff and other NHS service 
providers, in order to equip them to respond effectively to feedback, comments, concerns and 
complaints in line with the requirements of the Patient Rights (Scotland) Act 2011. These include 
masterclasses, e-learning modules, workshops, a webinar, a leaflet and series of factsheets. The 
Scottish Government is also supporting the Person-Centered Health and Care Collaborative to spread 
best practice in person-centered care, with a focus on learning from all types of feedback. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what discussions it has had with the (a) Scottish Public Services Ombudsman and (b) Scottish Human 
Rights Commissioner about the implementation of sections 14 and 15 of the Patient Rights (Scotland) 
Act 2011. 

 (S4W-23322) 

Shona Robison: The Scottish Government meets regularly with the office of the Scottish Public 
Services Ombudsman (SPSO) and the Scottish Human Rights Commissioner to discuss areas of 
mutual interest. The most recent meeting with SPSO was held on 21 November 2014, to discuss the 
recommendations from the Scottish Health Council’s Listening and Learning report. There have been 
no specific meetings with the SHRC to discuss sections 14 and 15 of the Patient Rights (Scotland) Act 
2011. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what Health Protection Scotland's position is on whether the National Institute for Health and Care 
Excellence guidelines on prophylactic antibiotic prescribing remain appropriate. 

 (S4W-23323) 

http://www.scottishhealthcouncil.org/publications/research/review_of_nhs_feedback.aspx
http://www.scottishhealthcouncil.org/publications/research/review_of_nhs_feedback.aspx
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Shona Robison: NHS Scotland uses the Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines Network (SIGN) 
guidelines to inform clinical practice. In the area of antibiotic prophylaxis this would be SIGN guideline 
104: Antibiotic prophylaxis in surgery which was first published in 2008 and recently revised in April 
2014. Please see the following link: http://www.sign.ac.uk/pdf/sign104.pdf 

Healthcare Improvement Scotland has a strategic relationship with the National Institute for Health 
and Care Excellence (NICE) and is the lead health board for NICE outputs in NHS Scotland. While 
Healthcare Improvement Scotland does provide advice for NHS Scotland on NICE single technology 
appraisals and NICE multiple technology appraisals, no advice is provided on NICE clinical guidelines 
and quality standards and these have no status in Scotland. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many times hyperbaric chambers have been used in emergencies in each year since 2009, 
broken down by NHS board. 

 (S4W-23374) 

Shona Robison: The information requested is provided in the following tables: 

 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2009-13 

 Total Total Total Total Total Total Total 

From outwith UK 5 11 3 4 3 0 26 

From rest of UK 24 16 25 14 18 10 97 

Ayrshire and Arran 0 1 0 0 1 0 2 

Borders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Dumfries and Galloway 0 2 0 2 0 2 4 

Fife 2 0 0 0 0 2 2 

Forth Valley 1 0 1 0 3 0 5 

Grampian 2 3 1 2 4 3 12 

Greater Glasgow and 
Clyde 3 4 0 3 3 4 13 

Highland 3 1 3 1 0 5 8 

Lothian 4 3 0 0 4 2 11 

Lanarkshire 1 1 1 0 1 1 4 

Orkney 1 1 2 2 1 0 7 

Tayside 2 0 0 0 5 0 7 

Shetland 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 

Western Isles 0 4 0 0 1 0 5 

Unknown 0 0 0 1 4 0 5 

Total 48 47 36 29 49 29 209 

 

2009-2013 

Aberdeen Millport Oban Orkney 

2 0 4 20 

23 4 15 55 

1 1 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

0 3 1 0 

1 1 0 0 

4 0 1 0 

6 2 1 3 

http://www.sign.ac.uk/pdf/sign104.pdf


2009-2013 

Aberdeen Millport Oban Orkney 

2 4 6 1 

3 0 5 0 

6 0 3 2 

3 1 0 0 

2 0 0 5 

4 0 1 2 

1 0 0 0 

0 0 4 1 

0 1 0 4 

58 17 41 93 
Source: National Services Division 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government when it will publish the proposed strategic framework for action on palliative and 
end-of-life care that it announced in February 2014. 

 (S4W-23393) 

Shona Robison: The palliative and end-of-life care strategic framework for action will be published 
in spring 2015. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what plans it has to consult stakeholders and the public regarding the content of 
its proposed strategic framework for action on palliative and end-of-life care. 

 (S4W-23394) 

Shona Robison: The Scottish Government has asked the Scottish Partnership for Palliative Care to 
develop plans to engage with stakeholders about the framework. The recently established person-
centred stakeholder group, whose membership is drawn from service users, carers, the voluntary 
sector and staff across health and social care, will provide input in 2015. 

We are also engaging widely including with the newly established palliative and end of life care 
national advisory group and its wider health and care networks, NHS board executive leads for 
palliative and end of life care, Healthcare Improvement Scotland, universities, NHS Education 
Scotland, independent adult hospices and the Children’s Hospice Association Scotland. 

 

Mark McDonald (Aberdeen Donside) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what (a) deadline it has set for local authorities to set autism strategies and (b) information it holds on 
how many (i) draft and (ii) completed autism strategies have been developed. 

 (S4W-23396) 

Jamie Hepburn: The deadline set by the Scottish Government was March 2014. The autism 
coordination team – based within the University of Strathclyde and funded under the autism strategy – 
are supporting local authorities to further develop and implement their local autism strategies. 

All local autism action plans and strategies (completed and draft) are published on the Scottish 
Strategy for Autism website at: http://www.autismstrategyscotland.org.uk 

 

Mark McDonald (Aberdeen Donside) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
how groups and organisations can bid for support from the Scottish Strategy for Autism.  

 (S4W-23398) 

http://www.autismstrategyscotland.org.uk/


Jamie Hepburn: A broad range of local and national third sector organisations, local authorities and 
NHS health boards were invited to bid for funding from the autism programme fund from financial year 
2011-12 to present. The opportunities are promoted via existing autism service networks, voluntary 
and third sector networks as well as statutory organisation relevant networks. 

A further invitation for additional funding has just been issued (November 2014). Existing autism 
projects have been asked to consider how they can upscale and increase activity in current projects 
and services, the aim being to increase local activity and make a bigger impact on local services that 
deliver outcomes for people with autism in the financial year 2014-15. 

 

Mark McDonald (Aberdeen Donside) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will publish a progress report on the implementation of the Scottish Strategy for Autism. 

 (S4W-23399) 

Jamie Hepburn: A progress report for years zero to two of the strategy was published on the 
Scottish Strategy for Autism website:http://www.autismstrategyscotland.org.uk/ and on the Scottish 
Government website: www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2014/10/7066 in November 2014. 

A progress report for year three will be published in due course. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-22893 by Alex Neil on 11 November 2014, how it monitors the discharge of 
patients from maternity units. 

 (S4W-23406) 

Maureen Watt: There is no formal routine monitoring of discharges from maternity unit. Maternity 
units manage their own capacity as they have a defined cohort of patients which is not impacted upon 
by other hospital pressures. They do not take patients from other specialities and women are not 
boarded in other wards or departments. Maternity services do not have the same issues as other 
specialities as the majority of women are healthy to start with. Discharge from hospital is not a 
discharge from care, as care is continued in the community by the maternity team. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-22893 by Alex Neil on 11 November 2014, what guidance it issues on the 
discharge of patients from maternity units. 

 (S4W-23407) 

Maureen Watt: All women who are admitted to maternity units are discharged in line with the needs 
of mother and baby. The length of a mother’s stay in hospital following the birth of their child is 
influenced by a number of factors, including the type of delivery, the condition of mother and child and 
professional judgement, taking into consideration the wishes of the mother. 

 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-22278 by Alex Neil on 19 August 2014, whether it will provide 
an update on the progress of the publication of the report of the Scottish Public Inquiry into Hepatitis 
C/HIV. 

 (S4W-23424) 

Maureen Watt: My predecessor wrote to Lord Penrose on 11 November 2014, asking if he was yet 
in a position to provide an update on the publication of his report. 

A reply has now been received from Lord Penrose and he has advised that the warning letter 
process is still on-going but he will be in a position to announce a publication date for his report as 
soon as it is complete. 

As the member will be aware, the Penrose Inquiry is independent of Scottish Ministers and it is for 
the Chairman, Lord Penrose, to decide on the progress and timetabling of the Inquiry. 

http://www.autismstrategyscotland.org.uk/
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2014/10/7066


 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-19628 by Alex Neil on 20 February 2014, what steps it has 
taken in light of the delay in the publication of the report of the Scottish Public Inquiry into Hepatitis 
C/HIV, and what further steps it will take. 

 (S4W-23426) 

Maureen Watt: My predecessor wrote to Lord Penrose on 11 November 2014 asking if he was yet 
in a position to provide an update on the publication of his report. 

A reply has now been received from Lord Penrose and he has advised that the warning letter 
process is still on-going but he will be in a position to announce a publication date for his report as 
soon as it is complete. 

As the member will be aware, the Penrose Inquiry is independent of Scottish Ministers and it is for 
the Chairman, Lord Penrose, to decide on the progress and timetabling of the Inquiry. 

 

Learning and Justice 

Michael McMahon (Uddingston and Bellshill) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what plans it has to mark the surrender of Scottish regiments in 1940 following the battle 
for St Valéry-en-Caux. 

 (S4W-23199) 

Keith Brown: Commemorative events marking the defensive battles leading to the ultimate 
evacuation of UK Expeditionary Forces from the Pas-de-Calais area in France in 1940 are arranged 
and managed by individual regimental associations and veterans’ groups, working closely with the 
French civic authorities. 

Scottish ministers have not as yet received an invitation to attend any event planned to mark the 75
th
 

anniversary of the battle for St-Valéry-en-Caux. However, consideration will be given to sending a 
representative if a suitable opportunity arises, as when the then Minister for Parliamentary Business 
attended on behalf of the Scottish Government commemorative events in France that marked the 70

th
 

anniversary of the battle for St-Valéry-en-Caux in 2010 as a guest of the North East Scotland Disabled 
Veterans Association. 

The North East Scotland Disabled Veterans Association has no plans to attend, though that position 
could change at some point in the run up to June 2015. The association is also unaware of any other 
veterans’ group planning to make the trip. Similarly, Legion Scotland is unaware of any Scottish legion 
branch planning a trip to France to mark the 75

th
 anniversary of the battle. 

The Scottish Government appointed the Scottish Commemorations Panel in March 2013 to 
recommend a programme of events to commemorate the centenary of World War One. The panel, 
which is chaired by former military Chaplain Professor Norman Drummond CBE FRSE, were tasked 
with creating a programme of events that would honour the sacrifice of Scottish servicemen and 
women, reflect on the global impact of WWI and on the domestic impact of the war during 1914-18. It 
is the panel’s responsibility to ensure that these commemorations achieve a balance of remembrance 
as well as encouraging a spirit of research and inquiry in educational and genealogical terms, thus 
leaving a lasting legacy. 

The eight key dates that Scotland will mark nationally are: 

10 August 2014 - The Drumhead Service. 
25 April 2015 - Gallipoli  
22 May 2015 - The train crash at Quintinshill, near Gretna 
25 September 2015 - Battle of Loos 
31 May 2016 - Battle of Jutland 
9 April 2017 - Battle of Arras 
11 November 2018 - Armistice Day and Celebration of Peace 
1 January 2019 - Loss of HMY Iolaire 

 



Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking to address the reported increase in prisoners using drugs that have been smuggled in. 

 (S4W-23256) 

Michael Matheson: I have asked Colin McConnell, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service 
(SPS), to respond. His response is as follows: 

“The Scottish Prison Service is committed to reducing all types of illicit articles entering prisons. To 
meet this outcome the SPS takes a dual approach to: 

Ensure that effective security measures are in place to reduce the supply of illegal drugs and to 
prevent the trafficking of drugs within the prison setting; and support individuals to address their 
addiction problem by delivering services which are broadly equivalent to what is available in the 
community. The SPS focus is on operational security and individual treatment and care.  

Operational security and control measures in place include: high security walls, x-ray equipment, 
CCTV cameras, tactical dog teams, searching of staff, prisoners and visitors. 

Additionally at all closed establishments there are staff whose role is to patrol the perimeter of the 
establishment to deter and detect illicit articles that have been thrown over the wall. 

Police Intelligence Officers are now located in every prison based Intelligence Management Unit. 
Information in relation to illegal activity is readily shared and assistance provided where appropriate to 
prevent illegal packages being introduced. 

The SPS further supports a ‘Prison Watch’ scheme that requests members of the public to inform 
the prison if they notice any suspicious behaviour on the perimeter of the prison wall, the prison then 
liaise with Police Scotland. 

Treatment and individual intervention is also part of the strategy; all offenders are assessed on 
admission by the NHS and an individual substance misuse care plan (detoxification or stabilisation) is 
developed. The initial aim of this treatment programme is to stabilise the offender to ensure that they 
have no need for illegal substances of misuse. 

A number of drug testing processes are carried out in prisons, with particular emphasis on 
progression and suspicion testing, as well as local voluntary drug testing processes, which help 
support prisoners who have misused substances within the prison. When identified they are either 
supported into a treatment programme or have to comply with a more restricted regime to curtail their 
substance misuse.” 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many dog control orders have been issued by each local authority under the Control 
of Dogs (Scotland) Act 2010. 

 (S4W-23265) 

Michael Matheson: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-22841 on 27 October 2014. 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many dogs have been fitted with a transponder under the terms of the Control of 
Dogs (Scotland) Act 2010, broken down by local authority. 

 (S4W-23266) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government does not hold centrally, figures relating to the number 
of dogs that have been fitted with an electronic transponder under the terms of the Control of Dogs 
(Scotland) Act 2010. 

However, the issue of a Dog Control Notice (DCN) under the Act places a statutory requirement for 
the ‘proper person’ to have an electronic transponder implanted in their dog within 14 days after the 
effective date of a DCN or provide the issuing local authority with information that shows a 
transponder was implanted in the dog before the DCN was issued. As this is a statutory requirement, 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


the number of DCNs issued by each local authority can therefore be used as an indication of the 
number of electronic transponders that have been fitted in terms of the Act. I refer the member to the 
answer to question S4W-22841 on 27 October 2014 which provides this information. All answers to 
written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which 
can be found at:http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its position is on whether a police officer should be based as close as possible to 
the area that the officer patrols. 

 (S4W-23278) 

Michael Matheson: The area where an officer patrols is an operational matter for Police Scotland 
and its Chief Constable. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its position is on whether a community police officer should be based in the area 
that the officer patrols. 

 (S4W-23279) 

Michael Matheson: The decision on where officers carry out patrols is an operational matter for 
Police Scotland and its Chief Constable. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what it considers should be the maximum distance that a police officer’s base should be 
from the area that the officer patrols. 

 (S4W-23280) 

Michael Matheson: The distance from an officer’s base to where he patrols is an operational matter 
for Police Scotland and its Chief Constable. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the establishment number for educational psychologists was in each local authority and how many 
were in post in (a) 2012 and (b) 2013 and what the figures are for 2014. 

 (S4W-23282) 

Alasdair Allan: Establishment numbers for educational psychologists are a matter for education 
authorities and are not held centrally. Numbers of educational psychologists (full-time equivalent) in 
post are collected annually by the Scottish Government as part of the teacher census and shown for 
2012 and 2013 in the following table: 

 2012 2013 

Aberdeen City 22 22 

Aberdeenshire 23 22 

Angus 7 8 

Argyll and Bute 7 8 

Clackmannanshire 6 6 

Dumfries and Galloway 9 10 

Dundee City 11 10 

East Ayrshire 9 9 

East Dunbartonshire 7 8 

East Lothian 7 7 

East Renfrewshire 12 12 

Edinburgh, City of 37 42 

Eilean Siar 2 2 

Falkirk 10 8 

Fife 24 26 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


 2012 2013 

Glasgow City 51 46 

Highland 12 10 

Inverclyde 7 8 

Midlothian 7 6 

Moray 6 4 

North Ayrshire 12 12 

North Lanarkshire 28 28 

Orkney Islands 2 2 

Perth and Kinross 10 9 

Renfrewshire 9 9 

Scottish Borders 8 8 

Shetland Islands 2 2 

South Ayrshire 8 8 

South Lanarkshire 26 25 

Stirling 8 9 

West Dunbartonshire 9 9 

West Lothian 14 14 

Scotland 411 407 

Source: Teacher Census Supplementary data 2012 and 2013 

Note: All full-time equivalents are rounded separately and breakdowns may consequently not sum to 
Scotland figures. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what power 
it has to control how drones are operated in Scotland and under what legislation. 

 (S4W-23284) 

Michael Matheson: Regulation of airspace is reserved to the UK Parliament. The Civil Aviation 
Authority (CAA) is directed by the UK Parliament to manage UK airspace in the Transport Act 2000 
and the Civil Aviation (Air Navigation) Directions issued by the Department for Transport. In January 
2010 the CAA introduced regulations that require operators of small unmanned aircraft used for aerial 
work purposes and those equipped for data acquisition and/or surveillance to obtain permission from 
the CAA before commencing a flight within a congested or in proximity to people or property. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has held with the (a) Office of Surveillance Commissioners and (b) Police Scotland 
regarding the use of drones. 

 (S4W-23285) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government has held no discussions with either the Office of 
Surveillance Commissioners or Police Scotland regarding the use of drones. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
supports Police Scotland's use of drones for (a) overt and (b) covert surveillance and what the reasons 
are for its position on this matter. 

 (S4W-23287) 

Michael Matheson: Surveillance is an operational matter for Police Scotland. Where that 
surveillance is covert, Police Scotland must comply with the requirements of the Regulation of 
Investigatory Powers (Scotland) Act 2000. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
Regulation of Investigatory Powers (Scotland) Act 2000 applies to the use of surveillance drones. 

 (S4W-23288) 



Michael Matheson: The Regulation of Investigatory Powers (Scotland) Act 2000 applies to 
surveillance that is covert and is undertaken for the purpose of a specific investigation or operation; in 
such a manner as is likely to result in the obtaining of private information about an individual; and 
otherwise then by way of an immediate response to events or circumstances. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
forces other than Police Scotland could be permitted to operate surveillance drones in Scotland and, if 
so, which. 

 (S4W-23290) 

Michael Matheson: The regulation of airspace is a reserved matter. The Civil Aviation Authority is 
directed by the UK Parliament to manage UK airspace in the Transport Act 2000 and the Civil Aviation 
(Air Navigation) Directions issued by the Department for Transport. 

The public bodies which are able to authorise covert surveillance are provided in the Regulation of 
Investigatory Powers (Scotland) Act. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
plans to assess the level of surveillance that people in Scotland can be subjected to. 

 (S4W-23291) 

Michael Matheson: The use of the Regulation of Investigatory Powers (Scotland) Act is subject to 
continual and ongoing assessment by the independent Office of Surveillance Commissioners. 

 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it will support the Scottish Youth Theatre in future years. 

Holding answer issued: 27 November 2014 (S4W-23150) 

Fiona Hyslop: The outgoing First Minister announced on 14 November that £1 million funding was 
being provided by the Scottish Government and Clyde Blowers to support the Scottish Youth Theatre 
and allow all the national youth companies to take centre stage in the countdown to the Year of Young 
People in 2018. This secures the future of Scottish Youth Theatre and delivers improved engagement 
of young people in culture and the arts. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for what reason it 
has not yet published the redrawn data zone boundaries based on the 2011 census, which were due 
to be published in mid-2014. 

 (S4W-23455) 

John Swinney: The redrawn data zone boundaries and supporting consultation report are both 
published on the Scottish Government website; these were published on 6 November 2014. 

There was a slight delay from mid-2014 to allow more thorough consultation about boundaries with 
individual local authorities and their partners, such as NHS health boards and Community Planning 
Partnerships. 

Transport Scotland 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its latest estimate 
is of Transport Scotland's expenditure on the tendering process for the Clyde and Hebrides Ferry 
Services contract from 2016, and how much has been spent to date. 

 (S4W-23260) 

Derek Mackay: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-22738 on 30 October 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


The spend to date is some £45,000. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
provision it has made for cyclists on the planned dualled section of the A96 

 (S4W-23293) 

Keith Brown: Suitable provision for non-motorised users, including cyclists, is an important part of 
the A96 dualling programme. The preferred option for the A96 Inverness to Nairn (including Nairn 
Bypass) was announced on 3 October 2014. Non-motorised user facilities will be developed as part of 
the design development of the preferred option, including consultation with relevant local interest 
groups. 

The Scottish Government expects to appoint a design consultant early next year to take forward the 
design, assessment and promotion of the preferred option for the scheme with a view to publishing 
draft Orders and Environmental Statement in 2016 for formal public comment and feedback. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer 
to question S4W-22729 by Keith Brown on 30 October 2010, how many times it has met the Expert 
Ferry Group to discuss this and what future meetings with the group are planned. 

 (S4W-23294) 

Derek Mackay: The Expert Ferry Group has met on four occasions, and the next meeting is due to 
take place in February 2015. This issue has not been discussed to date, and is not due to be 
discussed at the meeting planned for February 2015. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it 
has had with the Expert Ferry Group about the draft budget 2015-16. 

 (S4W-23296) 

Derek Mackay: Transport Scotland has had no discussions with the Expert Ferry Group about the 
draft budget 2015-16. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much the roll-out 
of the Road Equivalent Tariff for (a) Clyde and Hebrides and (b) Northern Isles ferry services will cost. 

 (S4W-23297) 

Derek Mackay: When the Road Equivalent Tariff (RET) scheme is rolled out to the entire Clyde and 
Hebrides network, the estimated total annual cost will be between £13.4 million and £15.2 million. 
Final outturn costs will be contingent on the levels of patronage. 

As noted in the Ferries Plan, published in December 2012, implementing RET for the Northern Isles 
ferry services, now or in the next few years, would mean an increase on a range of fares currently 
available. The Ferries Plan made clear our intention to phase in the introduction of RET fares over a 
much longer time-frame so that no one will pay more for a RET fare their current standard single fare. 
Estimated costs are not therefore available for the Northern Isles ferry services at this stage. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will ensure 
that the increase in private expenditure in the ferries sector outlined in the draft 2015-16 budget is not 
used to encourage private sector bids for the 2016-22 contract for the Clyde and Hebrides Ferry 
Service. 

 (S4W-23298) 

Derek Mackay: The increase in expenditure in 2015-16 is to (a) cover the rising costs of Clyde and 
Hebrides Ferry Services, including implementation of the Ferries Plan and the rollout of the Road 
Equivalent Tariff and (b) provide additional capital investment in vessels and harbours across the 
network. 



 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much time will be added to or saved from journey times by each of the works budgeted for on the A82 
trunk road. 

 (S4W-23302) 

Derek Mackay: A total saving of around four to five minutes will be achieved between Glasgow and 
Fort William when the improvements at Pulpit Rock, Crianlarich Bypass and between Tarbert and 
Inverarnan are completed. These improvements will also reduce the likelihood of unforeseen delays 
due to accidents on these sections of the route. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it considers the west Highlands a disadvantaged area in terms of transport and 
communication infrastructure in relation to (a) Scottish, (b) UK and (c) European standards. 

 

 (S4W-23303) 

Keith Brown: No. The Scottish Government has invested over £350 million since 2007 to ensure 
Scotland’s trunk roads in the north west are safe, efficient and effective. Transport Scotland has 
worked with local authorities via the National Roads Maintenance Review to ensure all road authorities 
can manage and maintain Scotland’s roads more efficiently. The Scottish Government is also 
committed to maintaining air links to Scotland’s remote communities through our funding of Highlands 
and Islands Airports Ltd. Recent significant investment in Inverness airport includes £1.4 million to 
upgrade the runway and a further £961,000 on a taxiway extension. For ferries, it has committed over 
£68 million in procuring the new MV Loch Seaforth and upgrading the harbour infrastructures at 
Stornoway and Ullapool which will offer an improved lifeline ferry service to the Western Isles. With 
regard to the communication infrastructure, the contract between Highlands and Islands Enterprise 
and BT, part of the Digital Scotland Superfast Broadband programme, aims to deliver next generation 
broadband services to 84% of homes and businesses across the whole of the Highlands and Islands 
by the end of 2016. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
it will ensure that the west Highlands becomes more accessible and improve the standard of its 
transport and communication infrastructure. 

 (S4W-23304) 

Keith Brown: In addition to the ongoing maintenance of the road network, a further £14 million is 
being invested to improve journey times and reduce congestion on the A82 through the improvement 
project at Pulpit Rock and the new Crianlarich bypass which are currently under construction. This will 
benefit accessibility to and from the west Highlands. Furthermore, since May 2014 more train services 
have been running between Oban and the Central Belt. The West Highland Line will also benefit from 
being part of the ‘great scenic railways of Scotland’, an initiative to be delivered by the new ScotRail 
franchisee Abellio. With regard to digital access and in addition to the deployment of next generation 
broadband delivered through the Digital Scotland Superfast Broadband programme, Community 
Broadband Scotland is working with 11 communities covering over 2,000 premises across the west 
Highlands with a view to developing community broadband projects. It will run until at least March 
2018. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will investigate the impacts of planned and potential improvements to transport and 
communication infrastructure on the sustainability of communities and businesses in the west 
Highlands. 

 (S4W-23305) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government recognises that a safe, efficient and effective transport 
system is essential for Scotland and the Scottish economy. The Strategic Transport Projects Review 



recommendations, including improvements to the A82 and other road safety improvements across the 
area, will improve links between the west Highlands and Central Scotland which will make the region a 
more attractive destination for business as well as contributing to improved safety, reliability and 
efficiency of transport. Similarly modern digital connectivity is widely recognised as a driver of 
increased productivity, innovation and international trade. Its impacts will be both social and economic. 
Benefits are likely to include increased opportunities for our most remote and rural areas, a potential 
boost to economic development, more flexible ways of working, improved retention rates of our young 
people as well as helping attract new residents. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it will ensure that 
seafarers on vessels contracted by Transport Scotland receive the (a) rate of pay, (b) pension rights 
and (c) terms and conditions of employment agreed through the ferry industry's collective bargaining 
process. 

 (S4W-23324) 

Derek Mackay: The Scottish Government has public service contracts with operating companies to 
provide ferry services in the, Clyde, Hebrides and Northern Isles. The operating companies are 
responsible under the contracts for providing the vessel crew and for setting the rates of pay, pension 
rights and terms of conditions of employment for the seafarers they employ. However, the Scottish 
Government is currently exploring to what extent it can legitimately, in compliance with EU law, include 
matters relating to seafarers’ rates of pay, pension rights and terms and conditions of employment in 
the public service contracts. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it will ensure that 
contracts for ferry services chartered by Transport Scotland stipulate that the owners of the vessels 
must abide by the (a) rates of pay, (b) pension rights and (c) terms and conditions of employment 
agreed through the ferry industry's collective bargaining process. 

 (S4W-23325) 

Derek Mackay: The Scottish Government has public service contracts with operating companies to 
provide ferry services in the Northern Isles and Clyde and Hebrides Islands. The owners of the 
vessels operating on these routes, Royal Bank of Scotland and Caledonian Maritime Assets Ltd 
respectively, lease these vessels to the operating companies. Under these arrangements, it is the 
operating companies who are the employers of the crew. 

Operators of the Northern Isles and Clyde and Hebrides Ferry Services may also sub-contract with 
other operators for vessels on a time charter basis to provide freight services. Under these 
arrangements, it is the sub-contracted operating companies who are responsible for the crewing of the 
vessels. The Scottish Government ensures that its contracts with the operators for the Northern Isles 
and Clyde and Hebrides ferry services comply with relevant EU, UK and Scots law and regulations, 
including those relating to rates of pay, pension rights and terms of conditions. The Scottish 
Government is currently exploring to what extent it can legitimately, in compliance with EU law, include 
matters relating to seafarers’ rates of pay, pension rights and terms and conditions of employment in 
the public service contracts. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much it has cost to 
charter ferries on the (a) Northern Isles and (b) Clyde and Hebrides ferry route in each year since 
1993-94. 

 (S4W-23326) 

Derek Mackay: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-23331 on 3 December 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many (a) ratings 
and (b) officers are employed on ferries chartered on the (i) Northern Isles and (ii) Clyde and Hebrides 
ferry route. 

 (S4W-23327) 

Derek Mackay: Operators of the Northern Isles and Clyde and Hebrides Ferry Services (CHFS) 
sub-contract with Seatruck on a time charter basis to provide freight services on these networks. As 
the Scottish Government does not contract with Seatruck to provide ferry services on the Northern 
Isles or the CHFS ferry routes, this information is not held. 

The Scottish Government has public service contracts with operating companies to provide ferry 
services in the Northern Isles and Clyde and Hebrides Islands. The number of crew required to man 
each vessel is a matter for the operating company, therefore this information is not held by Scottish 
Government. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the average rate 
of pay is for ratings employed on ferries chartered from Seatruck on the (a) Northern Isles and (b) 
Clyde and Hebrides ferry route and what (i) employment and (ii) pension rights they have. 

 (S4W-23328) 

Derek Mackay: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-23327 on 3 December 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the total value is 
of the contract for each ferry service chartered from Seatruck, also broken down by how much has 
been spent on each to date. 

 (S4W-23331) 

Derek Mackay: The cost of chartering vessels from Seatruck on the Northern Isles and Clyde and 
Hebrides networks is commercially confidential. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it plans to 

expand any concessionary travel scheme for disabled and older people to include travel on the 

Edinburgh trams. 

(S4W-23332) 

Derek Mackay: The Scottish Government has no plans to extend the National Concessionary Bus 

Travel Scheme for older and eligible disabled people to the Edinburgh trams. Local authorities can 

decide whether to provide additional concessions for their own residents, as the City of Edinburgh 

Council has chosen to do for the tram. 
 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it has 
carried out a financial analysis on expanding the national concessionary travel scheme to include (a) 
other forms of transport and (b) the Edinburgh trams. 

 (S4W-23333) 

Derek Mackay: The Scottish Government made clear that its support for the Edinburgh trams was 
limited to £500 million for its construction, and that no funding would be provided for its operation. We 
have not therefore commissioned a financial analysis of extending the national bus scheme to include 
trams or other forms of transport. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it has 
considered implementing a voucher system similar to that for Scotland’s island residents for disabled 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


or older people to travel on (a) ScotRail, (b) the Glasgow Subway, (c) the Edinburgh trams or (d) 
similar services. 

 (S4W-23334) 

Derek Mackay: The Scottish Government has not considered the use of such a voucher system. 
Local authorities have discretion to operate concessionary travel schemes in their area, or joint 
schemes with neighbouring local authorities, for modes of transport other than bus. The terms and 
extent of any such schemes are for local authorities to determine taking into account local needs and 
circumstances. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the 
increase in budget and decrease in reimbursement rates for concessionary fares, for what reason it 
has not yet expanded concessionary travel schemes to other forms of transport. 

 (S4W-23335) 

Derek Mackay: The budget and the reimbursement rate used to fund concessionary travel on buses 
are designed to ensure that bus operators are no better and no worse off than they would have been 
in the absence of such a scheme. The reimbursement rate is now set on the basis of an economic 
model agreed with the sector in 2012-13. Although the rate is lower than previously, the combination 
of inflation and patronage growth means that the budget is still fully utilised and not available for 
extension to other forms of transport. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much money 
it has contributed to allow blind or visually impaired people to travel free on the Edinburgh trams. 

 (S4W-23336) 

Derek Mackay: The cost of allowing blind and visually impaired people to travel free on the 
Edinburgh tram is borne by the City of Edinburgh Council, which receives substantial funding from the 
Scottish Government as part of its three year 2012-15 settlement for local authorities. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it has had 
discussions with the City of Edinburgh Council about extending the national concessionary travel 
scheme to the Edinburgh trams. 

 (S4W-23337) 

Derek Mackay: In early 2013, the Scottish Government confirmed in discussions with the City of 
Edinburgh Council that the National Concessionary Bus Travel Scheme would not be extended to 
include the Edinburgh trams. 

This was on the basis that such an extension would have to be financed from funds intended to 
support bus services, including concessionary bus travel, across Scotland. It was also noted that 
destinations served by the tram would continue to be served by conventional bus services, on which 
national concessions would be available. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many of the 
seafarers employed on the ferry services chartered from Seatruck are Scottish. 

 (S4W-23339) 

Derek Mackay: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-23327 on 3 December 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
secured commitments for the (a) employment and (b) training of Scottish seafarers on freight vessels 
operated by DFDS on the Rosyth-Zeebrugge route in the memorandum of understanding (MOU) that 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


it has signed with the company and Forth Ports regarding the future of services on that route, and 
whether it will publish a copy of the MOU. 

 (S4W-23340) 

Derek Mackay: The Scottish Government signed an memorandum of understanding (MOU) with 
DFDS and Forth Ports to continue to work together to secure the future of the service for both those 
employed on the route and its many customers. The MOU remains confidential to the three parties at 
this time. 

The service is a commercial operation and issues around employment and training of seafarers on 
its vessels are a matter for DFDS to consider. 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what the annual 
value is of the contract managed by DFDS for maritime freight services between Rosyth and 
Zeebrugge and how many (a) sailings and (b) freight movements there have been on the route in each 
month since 2010-11. 

 (S4W-23341) 

Derek Mackay: As Rosyth to Zeebrugge is a commercial freight ferry route operated by DFDS, 
there is no contract for its operation. 

There are currently three timetabled sailings per week in each direction. Given the commercial 
nature of the operation we do not hold records of the numbers of sailings nor retain details of monthly 
freight movements. 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what the public 
contribution has been to the contract managed by DFDS for maritime freight services on the Rosyth-
Zeebrugge route and what the contribution will be in 2015-16. 

 (S4W-23342) 

Derek Mackay: There is no contract to manage the service as this is a commercial route operated 
by DFDS, although the Scottish Government is fully committed to supporting the operation. 

The Scottish Government awarded a Waterborne Freight Grant of €2 million (payable over three 
years) to Norfolkline/DFDS in May 2009. This grant, whose purpose is to encourage the transfer of 
freight from road to sea, funds the additional freight costs of shipping over that of the road alternative – 
in this case accessing mainland Europe via one of the English east coast ferry ports. 

The Scottish Government has offered a one-off payment of €200 thousand de minimis funding to 
DFDS, to be paid in January 2015. 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what discussions 
it has had with the UK Government regarding the impact on Scottish (a) seafarers, (b) dockers and (c) 
operators of the sulphur dioxide emissions limits for commercial ships operating in the North Sea that 
come into force on 1 January 2015. 

 (S4W-23343) 

Derek Mackay: The Scottish Government wrote to the UK Government in January, July, September 
and October 2014 regarding the impact of the EU sulphur directive on ferry routes in Scotland. 

Scottish Ministers noted concern about the potential impact of increased fuel costs on ferry services 
and cruise ship tourism, the potential for modal reverse for freight, compliance and enforcement of the 
directive, and the significantly higher costs for peripheral routes within the emission control zone. 

We asked the UK Government to confirm its support for any application for EU funding to address or 
mitigate these issues as well as explore what further measures can be taken to ensure Scottish 
shipping services and the wider industry are not disproportionately affected by these regulations. 

 



John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what discussions 
it has had with the UK Government regarding the cost of converting vessels on the Rosyth-Zeebrugge 
route to comply with the sulphur dioxide emissions limits for commercial ships operating in the North 
Sea that come into force on 1 January 2015. 

 (S4W-23344) 

Derek Mackay: The Scottish Government wrote to the UK Government in September and October 
2014 regarding the impact of the EU sulphur directive on ferry routes in Scotland, including asking the 
UK Government to explore with the EU Commission whether any EU funding was available for ferry 
operators to ensure vessels were compliant. John Hayes MP, Minister of State, replied on 29 October 
2014 noting that the Department for Transport had written to the European Commission and we await 
the EU Commission’s reply. 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
sought assurances regarding the terms and conditions of employment of seafarers working on the 
Finlandia Seaways between Rosyth and Zeebrugge in its discussions with DFDS and Forth Ports on 
the future of maritime freight services on that route and whether it confirmed that these seafarers are 
covered by a collective bargaining agreement. 

 (S4W-23345) 

Derek Mackay: Scottish Ministers are not party to any of the details regarding the terms and 
conditions of seafarers on the Rosyth to Zeebrugge Route. These are a matter for DFDS as the 
commercial operator of the service. 

 

Jim Eadie (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the average saving was in 2013-14 for people who used the national concessionary travel scheme. 

 (S4W-23346) 

Derek Mackay: Under the Scotland-wide free bus travel scheme for older and disabled people the 
average saving in 2013-14 for the 1.286 million National Entitlement Card holders was around £244 
each. This is based on figures for 2013-14 in which the total number of journeys made was just under 
147 million and the average fare per journey was £2.14. 

 

Jim Eadie (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many people it expects to become entitled to a concessionary bus pass in 2015-16. 

 (S4W-23347) 

Derek Mackay: We expect around 66,000 people aged sixty to become entitled to a concessionary 
bus pass under the Scotland-wide free bus travel scheme for older and disabled people in 2015-16. 
About 12% of passes are issued on the grounds of disability and there will be small numbers of people 
becoming eligible or ceasing to be eligible through disability throughout the year. 

 

Jim Eadie (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it has made an estimate of the number of bus journeys made by holders of a concessionary 
bus pass in the last year. 

 (S4W-23348) 

Derek Mackay: A total of about 146.8 million journeys were made by National Entitlement Card 
holders under the Scotland wide free bus travel scheme for older and disabled people in 2013-14. 

The following questions received holding answers: 

 

S4W-23254 

S4W-23255 

S4W-23264 

S4W-23270 



S4W-23271 

S4W-23272 

S4W-23273 


