
Thursday 27 November 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

Gil Paterson (Clydebank and Milngavie) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 

Government what support it provides to the voluntary sector. 

(S4O-03759) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government Draft Budget 2015-16 will enable us to continue to significantly 

invest in the third sector as a key social partner, maintaining funding of £24.5 million towards direct 

support of the third sector. This only represents our direct third sector budget – areas across the 

Scottish Government contribute funding to the third sector. We have not previously produced an 

amalgamated figure, but work is being finalised on tracking total Scottish Government third sector 

spending. We have also begun a discussion with the sector about what approach might be taken 

going forward, to secure a buoyant and sustainable third sector. 

 

Paul Martin (Glasgow Provan) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what steps it is 
taking to ensure that third sector workers receive the living wage.  

Holding answer issued: 26 November 2014 (S4W-23113) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The Scottish Government fully supports the Living Wage Campaign and 
recognises the real difference the living wage can make to the people of Scotland. Although the 
Scottish Government is not able to set pay levels in the third sector, or indeed the private and wider 
public sector in Scotland where employees are not covered by our pay policy, we actively encourage 
all organisations to ensure all staff on lower incomes receive a fair level of pay. 

In line with this, the Scottish Government has funded a pilot by The Poverty Alliance with the aim of 
increasing the number of employers across all sectors in Scotland paying the living wage. Since the 
launch of this pilot in April 2014, the number of living wage accredited employers has tripled. This 
includes a number of third sector organisations. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it has 
modelled the cost implications of its proposed regulation of energy efficiency in private sector housing 
in (a) urban and (b) rural areas. 

 (S4W-23155) 

Margaret Burgess: The Scottish Government has commissioned modelling work to look at how the 
energy performance of Scotland’s least energy efficiency private sector housing stock can be 
improved. This will include archetypes relevant to both urban and rural areas and will look at the 
modelled cost of improvement work. This modelling will support the regulation of energy efficiency in 
private sector homes stakeholder working group’s work to identify proposals for Scottish Ministers to 
consider ahead of public consultation planned for spring 2015. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much it 
anticipates it would cost for a typical detached off-gas grid household to meet a minimum energy 
performance rating (EPC) rating of D under its proposed regulation of energy efficiency in private 
sector housing. 

 (S4W-23156) 

Margaret Burgess: Proposals for the level at which regulations may be set and what homes may be 
affected by the standard will be set out in a public consultation expected to be published in spring 
2015. Modelling work to inform this consultation is currently underway and we will also take account of 
incentives when developing proposals for regulations. 

 



Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what trigger points 
it is considering for its proposed regulation of energy efficiency in private sector housing.  

 (S4W-23157) 

Margaret Burgess: Proposals for minimum energy efficiency standards for private sector housing 
are being developed with stakeholders for proposed public consultation in spring 2015. This will 
include proposals for trigger points for regulation, for example potentially at the point of sale or rental. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what sanctions it 
is considering on homeowners if they do not meet the requirements under its proposed regulation of 
energy efficiency in private sector housing. 

 (S4W-23158) 

Margaret Burgess: Proposals for draft regulations are planned to be published for public 
consultation in spring 2015. The consultation will set out proposals for the operation of the regulations. 
The final decision on the enforcement of regulations, including any sanctions, would take into account 
responses received through the public consultation process. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-21011 by Nicola Sturgeon on 19 May 2014, how many energy efficiency 
measures have been installed in 2013-14, broken down by local authority area. 

 (S4W-23159) 

Margaret Burgess: Local authorities are currently submitting final details of Home Energy Efficiency 
Programmes for Scotland (HEEPS) delivery for 2013-14 to the Scottish Government. Subject to 
receiving the relevant data we will publish details of energy efficiency measures delivered via HEEPS 
by the end of the year. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-21011 by Nicola Sturgeon on 19 May 2014, when it will publish a monitoring 
report on all of the Home Energy Efficiency Programmes for Scotland (HEEPS) schemes across all 
local authorities for 2013-14. 

 (S4W-23160) 

Margaret Burgess: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-23159 on 27 November 
2014. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the 
search facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government which of its 
energy efficiency schemes (a) provide assistance to homes in the private rented sector and (b) 
encourage the uptake of double glazing for windows. 

 (S4W-23213) 

Alex Neil: Our Home Energy Efficiency Programmes for Scotland (HEEPS) and Green Homes 
Cashback schemes provides support for householders across all tenures, including the private rented 
sector. Double glazing is eligible through our HEEPS: Area Based Schemes and can typically only be 
installed alongside other insulation measures. Installation of double glazing is eligible for support 
through the UK Government’s Energy Company Obligation. 

I would encourage all householders to call the Home Energy Scotland hotline free on 0808 808 
2282. Home Energy Scotland offers free and impartial advice to all householders in Scotland and 
ensures they can be referred through the most appropriate scheme specific to their personal 
circumstances. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Enterprise and Environment 

Adam Ingram (Carrick, Cumnock and Doon Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what progress has been made with the restoration of coal sites in East Ayrshire. 

 (S4O-3760) 

Fergus Ewing: Restoration is underway at the Netherton and Duncanziemere sites and a 
restoration plan for the large House of Water Complex has been prepared and submitted to the 
council for approval.  

Other sites such as Pennyvennie, Chalmserton, Powharnall, Mainshill and Spireslack sites are 
currently undergoing care and maintenance services in order to manage existing health and safety 
and environmental obligations whilst draft restoration schemes are being developed. 

Restoration activity is also helping to support jobs in the sector and from a position of over 700 
redundancies announced in 2013 there are now 505 people who have gained employment in the coal 
sector in Scotland. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government, further to 
the answer to question S4W-22861 by Derek Mackay on 13 November 2014, whether it considers that 
it can meaningfully contribute to a debate on land use and food production. 

 (S4W-23163) 

Richard Lochhead: A wide range of Scottish Government policies have the potential to influence 
land use and food production. In 2011, the Scottish Government published Scotland's first Land Use 
Strategy, which sets out a number of objectives and principles in support of achieving a better 
integrated strategic approach to land use. The strategy was based on extensive stakeholder 
consultation, and the Scottish Government has continued to work with stakeholders and a range of 
interested parties on its implementation, including with Aberdeenshire Council and Scottish Borders 
Council who are piloting regional land use frameworks. The Scottish Government has a number of 
policies in place to support the effective, efficient and sustainable production of food, and in particular 
has lobbied the European Union to ensure that the EU’s Common Agricultural Policy does not lose 
sight of food production as the central purpose of agriculture. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
will consider a moratorium on the disposal of land that it owns or controls pending the development of 
a land use and food production policy that includes details of the assets that it has held, the disposal 
of such assets and their subsequent use. 

 (S4W-23164) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government’s policy is that property holdings, including land, 
should be kept under regular review. As part of our forthcoming consultation on land reform we are 
exploring ways to ensure public sector land is proactively managed in the public interest, to ensure 
land under our control delivers the best economic, social and environmental outcomes. 

Where property is identified as surplus it should be sold by one of the following methods: obtaining 
the best possible price on the open market, disposing of the property at less than market value in 
order to deliver wider public benefits consistent with the principles of best value, or by transferring the 
property to another public sector body under the Guidelines for the Transfer of Property within the 
Scottish Public Sector. 

Rural communities already have a right to register an interest in land under the community right to 
buy and the Scottish Government have made proposals to the Scottish Parliament, through the 
Community Empowerment (Scotland) Bill, that this should be extended to all communities across 
Scotland. The Scottish Government have also, through this Bill, proposed new powers for 
communities to request the transfer of any land owned or leased by a public sector authority, including 
land owned or leased by the Scottish Ministers.  

The Minister for Local Government and Planning has stated (in a letter to the Local Government and 
Regeneration Committee dated 6 November 2014) that he believes there is benefit in requiring 



authorities subject to such requests to publish registers of assets, and officials are considering how 
such a requirement should be constructed. 

In May 2014, the Minister for Environment and Climate Change also announced that Registers of 
Scotland had been asked to prepare to complete Scotland's land register within 10 years, with all 
public land registered within five years. Work is underway across the Scottish Government to do so. 

The Scottish Government would welcome discussions with any community interested in taking 
ownership of land currently under the control or ownership of the Scottish Ministers. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government when it will 
produce a register of all land assets in its ownership or control. 

 (S4W-23165) 

Richard Lochhead: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-23164 on 27 November 
2014. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the 
search facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
information it has on progress being made by the North East Local Enterprise Partnership in setting up 
schemes to boost economic growth on both sides of the Border.  

 (S4W-23168) 

Fergus Ewing: I met regularly with the Chair of the North East Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) 
to consider areas of common interest and identify projects where Scotland and the North East of 
England can work together for mutual benefit. 

At our most recent meeting on the 8 October 2014 it was agreed to focus on promoting initiatives 
which build on shared strengths in the energy sector, both in terms of offshore renewables and 
through oil and gas related activities and services, before extending the collaborative approach to 
other sectors with joint economic and employment growth opportunities. Engagement with the LEP is 
ongoing to develop these opportunities. 

Health and Social Care 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when representatives of the Scottish Government first discussed the possibility of Richard Carey 
taking early retirement as Chief Executive of NHS Grampian, and who was involved in those 
discussions. 

 (S4W-23146) 

Shona Robison: The management and approval of early retirement is a matter for individual health 
boards. The possibility of Mr Carey seeking access to the early retirement scheme was first notified to 
Scottish Government officials on 22 October 2014. The officials who were made aware were the 
Director General Health and Social Care, the Director Health Workforce and Performance and the 
Deputy Director Health Workforce. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when representatives of the Scottish Government first discussed the possibility of Dr Roelf Dijkhuizen 
taking early retirement as Medical Director of NHS Grampian, and who was involved in those 
discussions. 

 (S4W-23147) 

Shona Robison: The management and approval of early retirement is a matter for individual health 
boards. Dr Dijkhuizen’s decision to take early retirement was not discussed with the Scottish 
Government until agreement had been reached, at which point the Scottish Government was notified 
in the normal way and ministers were informed immediately. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when the (a) Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing and (b) First Minister first became aware of 
the possibility of Dr Roelf Dijkhuizen taking early retirement as Medical Director of NHS Grampian. 

 (S4W-23148) 

Shona Robison: The management and approval of early retirement is a matter for individual health 
boards. Dr Dijkhuizen’s decision to take early retirement was not discussed with the Scottish 
Government until agreement had been reached, at which point the Scottish Government was notified 
in the normal way and ministers were informed immediately. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when the (a) Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing and (b) First Minister first became aware of 
the possibility of Richard Carey taking early retirement as Chief Executive of NHS Grampian. 

 (S4W-23149) 

Shona Robison: The management and approval of early retirement is a matter for individual health 
boards. The possibility of Mr Carey seeking access to the early retirement scheme was first notified to 
Scottish Government officials on 22 October 2014 and the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing 
and the First Minister were notified immediately. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many patients in the NHS Grampian area have had operations in (a) private hospitals and (b) the 
Golden Jubilee National Hospital in order to meet waiting times targets in (i) 2012-13 and (ii) 2013-14, 
broken down by hospital. 

 (S4W-23169) 

Shona Robison: The number of NHS Grampian patients who had an operation in a private hospital 
and at the Golden Jubilee National Hospital is provided in the following table. This information relates 
to acute surgical specialties and is derived from the Information Services Division Scottish Morbidity 
Return for inpatient and day case. 

Hospital of Treatment 2012-13 2013-14 

Golden Jubilee National Hospital 125 235 

Fernbrae Hospital 127 152 

Kirk’s Park Hospital * * 

Murrayfield Hospital * * 

Ross Hall Hospital 310 699 

*Indicates values where the information has been suppressed as less than five patients were 
recorded, this prevents the potential risk of disclosure and helps to maintain patient confidentiality. 

NHS Grampian have been investing to build additional capacity in their own services by making 
available £18 million in 2013-14 to build new theatres and employing more doctors and a further £7 
million in 2014-15 to support improvements, including in the specialties of orthopaedics, general 
surgery and urology. 

The Scottish Government policy is that NHS boards should use NHS funding to build sustainable 
capacity. The use of the private sector should only be used in the margins to deal with short-term 
capacity issues. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
funding it allocated to alcohol support services in (a) Aberdeen and (b) Aberdeenshire in 2013-14. 

 (S4W-23172) 

Maureen Watt: The Scottish Government allocates funding to Alcohol and Drug Partnerships 
(ADPs) via NHS boards. In those areas where there is more than one ADP, the NHS board should 
agree with ADPs how this funding should be distributed between them. 

Information on funding allocations to each of the three Alcohol and Drugs Partnerships (Aberdeen 
City, Aberdeenshire and Moray) in NHS Grampian is not held centrally. 



In 2013-14 a total of £3,029,458 was allocated to NHS Grampian for the funding to Alcohol and Drug 
Partnerships. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the target net income for GPs will be for (a) 2014-15 and (b) 2015-16. 

 (S4W-23222) 

Shona Robison: The vast majority of GP practices in Scotland operate as independent contractors 
with funding provided to the GP practice, not to individual GPs, for the delivery of primary medical 
services. 

It is for the practice partners to determine the best use of that funding in order to meet the contracted 
care requirements of their patients and to deliver the services required by its contract, as well as their 
own pay. 

For 2014-15 the Scottish Government implemented the recommendations of the doctor and dentists’ 
pay review body in full, investing an additional £1.8 million in to GP services and allowing for a 1% 
increase in GP pay. In addition we have invested a further £4.2 million into the contract and fully 
funded the 2013-14 population growth of over 30,000, bringing the total increase in funding for the GP 
contract to £8.2 million. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer 
to question S4W-15277 by Alex Neil on 13 June 2013, what consideration it has given to whether 
there is a need to introduce a regional model of service or extend the service to two sites. 

 (S4W-23257) 

Shona Robison: The National Planning Forum will consider whether to extend the provision of 
transcatheter aortic valve implantation beyond a single site at its meeting on 4 December 2014. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many people 
were (a) treated and (b) refused treatment by the national transcatheter aortic valve implantation 
service in 2013-14, broken down by parliamentary constituency. 

 (S4W-23258) 

Shona Robison: This information is not held centrally. 

The information in the following table shows referrals to the national transcatheter aortic valve 
implantation (TAVI) service during its first two years of operation. 

Table 1: People referred to the national TAVI service, from October 2012 to 24 October 2014, by 
NHS board. 

Health board Those who 
need 

assessed 

Those 
who 
need 
tests 

Those 
who 
have 
had 

TAVI 

Those 
suitable 
for TAVI 

Those 
suitable for 

conventional 
surgery 

Not suitable 
for TAVI/ 
surgery 

Total 

Greater 
Glasgow and 
Clyde 

8 11 36 5 18 33 111 

Lanarkshire 1 1 5 0 3 2 12 

Ayrshire and 
Arran 

1 1 6 1 0 2 11 

Dumfries and 
Galloway 

0 0 4 0 0 0 4 

Lothian 2 3 30 1 10 25 71 

Tayside 2 2 11 0 5 9 29 

Fife 1 1 14 0 1 0 17 



Health board Those who 
need 

assessed 

Those 
who 
need 
tests 

Those 
who 
have 
had 

TAVI 

Those 
suitable 
for TAVI 

Those 
suitable for 

conventional 
surgery 

Not suitable 
for TAVI/ 
surgery 

Total 

Forth Valley 2 2 8 0 0 5 17 

Borders 1 0 2 1 1 0 5 

Grampian 2 3 6 3 7 7 28 

Highlands and 
Islands 

2 2 5 1 0 2 12 

Total 22 26 127 12 45 85 317 

Source: National TAVI Service, October 2014 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the New Medicines Fund will provide funding only for medicines approved via the Scottish 
Medicines Consortium (SMC) Patient and Clinician Engagement (PACE) process or also for licensed 
medicines that are not yet approved by the SMC. 

 (S4W-23419) 

Shona Robison: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-22884 on 11 November 2014. 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

Learning and Justice 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what the 
rationale was for paying enhanced training rates to training providers in the Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise area from 2008 until the introduction of the Employability Fund and for what reason the 
practice ended. 

Holding answer issued: 21 November 2014 (S4W-23066) 

Roseanna Cunningham: Prior to the establishment of Skills Development Scotland (SDS), Get 
Ready for Work (GRfW) was delivered by Scottish Enterprise (SE) and Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise (HIE). In the SE area GRfW included ‘lifeskills’ provision to support those needing 
additional help towards employment which HIE did not include within their GRfW provision. Following 
the establishment of SDS, enhanced rates were paid to providers in the HIE area to support the 
transition from the HIE administered GRfW programme to include a lifeskills component which had not 
previously been available. 

This enhancement was discontinued when the Employability Fund was introduced. The 
development of the Employability Fund identified the opportunity to achieve increased progressions for 
participants towards and into employment through better alignment of funded provision at a national 
and regional level. The aim of the fund is to improve learner progressions along the skills and 
employability pipeline by funding provision which: 

Is responsive to differing client needs, employer demand and other funded training at regional level;  
Enables learners to demonstrate their achievements to employers; and 
Applies funding levels which better reflect learner, rather than learning provider, requirements. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how much money it gives to each mountain rescue service. 

 (S4W-23117) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government provides annual grant funding to Scottish Mountain 
Rescue (SMR) of £312,000 and is the only Government in the UK to do so. The Scottish Government 
has provided £300,000 or more, in grant funding, direct to SMR, every year for this administration, 
despite budgetary constraints. The funding is distributed by SMR to the 27 voluntary (civilian) teams 
across Scotland, according to a formula agreed by the teams and the SMR committee. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what analysis it has carried out of the funding requirements of the mountain 
rescue services. 

 (S4W-23118) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government considers Scottish Mountain Rescue (SMR) funding 
requirements, together with SMR, on an annual basis and, in addition to the annual grant funding of 
£312,000 provided in the current year, assists further if it is able to meet specific additional requests, 
subject to the availability of funds. For example in previous years this has included provisions of 
specialist stretchers, project management support, and support to the Scottish Mountain Rescue 
conference. The Scottish Government is the only government in the UK that provides annual grant 
funding to support the work of its voluntary mountain rescue teams. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many fires were recorded as having broken out in (a) domestic homes and (b) other types of 
residence in each year since 2009, also broken down by (i) how many led to and (ii) the number of 
fatalities. 

 (S4W-23178) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government publishes data on key fire statistics on an annual 
basis. The latest figures were published in the data tables for the Fire Statistics Scotland 2012-13 
publication (published on 8 October 2013). These tables contain trend data from 2003-04 to 2012-13 
on the number of fires and fatal casualties by building type. 

The dataset can be found at the following link: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/10/5284/downloads 

The published data does not include the number of fires which led to fatalities by building type. 
Scottish Government is able to provide this data from 2009-10 to 2012-13 below. Data for 2013-14 
can be provided following the publication of Fire and Rescue Statistics Scotland 2013-14 (formerly 
Fire Statistics Scotland) later in 2014. 

 Dwelling Other building 

Year Fires 
leading to 
fatalities 

Fatalities Fires leading 
to fatalities 

Fatalities 

2009-10 50 53 3 4 

2010-11 41 45 3 3 

2011-12 50 52 4 4 

2012-13 41 41 1 1 

Whilst the recording categories ‘domestic homes’ and ‘other types of residence’ do not exist within 
the Fire and Rescue Service’s incident recording system, the data reports the number of fatalities 
which occurred at ‘dwelling’ and ‘other building’ fires. ‘Other building’ fire fatalities will include fire 
fatalities at non-domestic residences. Whilst ‘dwelling’ fires are exclusively residential, ‘other building’ 
fires will include some fires at non-residential buildings. As such, it cannot be assumed that none of 
the fatalities in other building fires occurred in residential premises. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
(a) support and (b) guidance it provides to local authorities regarding the installation of fire sprinkler 
systems in (i) domestic homes and (ii) other types of residence. 

 (S4W-23180) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government provides guidance through building regulations (see:  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/resource/buildingstandards/2013Domestic/chunks/ch03s16.html) on the 
buildings which should have automatic fire suppression systems (including fire sprinkler systems), or 
where automatic suppression can be used to allow for design freedoms such as open plan living 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/10/5284/downloads
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/resource/buildingstandards/2013Domestic/chunks/ch03s16.html


spaces within flats and houses. The Scottish Government provides support on the requirements of 
building regulations but interpretation is ultimately a matter for the courts. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it has had discussions with the Welsh Government regarding the Domestic Fire Safety 
(Wales) Measure 2011, which enables ministers to call for the mandatory installation of fire sprinkler 
systems in certain properties, and what its position is on (a) consulting on and (b) introducing similar 
legislation that will cover (i) (A) new and (B) converted residential properties, (ii) social housing and (iii) 
houses of multiple occupation. 

 (S4W-23181) 

Paul Wheelhouse: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-23184 on 27 November 
2014. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the 
search facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the comments by Angela Constance on 24 April 2014 (Official Report, c. 30126), what steps 
it is taking to progress its “targeted approach to [the installation of] sprinklers”. 

 (S4W-23184) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scotland Together 2009 report concluded that the installation of sprinklers 
in all Scottish homes was not cost-effective, however it found that 40% of accidental dwelling fire 
deaths occurred within social rented housing, and 31% in the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation 
15% most deprived areas. 

As a result of this, a targeted approach to sprinkler installation for social rented, council or housing 
association owned dwellings has been adopted by some providers. 

The position of the Scottish Government is that it supports a targeted approach, based on cost-
benefit evidence and robust risk assessment, across a range of risk reduction initiatives of which 
sprinklers are only one. 

The Scottish Government is in regular contact with the Welsh Government and is fully aware of the 
Domestic Fire Safety (Wales) Measure 2011. The Scottish Government has no plans to consult or 
introduce legislation for the mandatory installation of automatic fire suppression systems in new and 
converted residential properties, social housing and houses of multiple occupation. However, the 
Scottish Government has recently commissioned further research from Optimal Economics Ltd to 
provide an updated position on the cost effectiveness of residential sprinklers using the most up-to-
date Scottish fire statistics and installation costs. This will cover the cost effectiveness of the fire 
suppression functions in houses, flats, houses in multiple occupation and halls of residence. The 
Scottish Government will review the research findings when they are known. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many offences of wasting police time were recorded in the former Grampian Police force area in 2013-
14. 

 (S4W-23198) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government does not hold this information. This is a matter for 
Police Scotland. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Jean Urquhart (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what it is 
doing to tackle negative perceptions of immigration in Scotland. 

 (S4O-3758) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Humza Yousaf: The Scottish Government firmly rejects negative rhetoric around immigration that 
can fuel fear and misunderstanding. Migrants are vital for our economy and society and make an 
enormous contribution to Scotland. 

The Scottish Government Equality Unit is providing just under £1 million in the period 2014-15 to 
several organisations working with refugees and asylum seekers in Scotland. 

Transport Scotland 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when it last carried out modelling of the traffic density and speed and the design suitability on the Keir 
roundabout on the M9. 

 (S4W-23205) 

Derek Mackay: No detailed traffic modelling has been undertaken by Transport Scotland of Keir 
roundabout. However, as part of the A9 Keir to Luncarty study, details of the junction and the traffic 
using it have been included in the economic evaluation model of improvements between Keir and 
Perth. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what studies it has conducted of the flow of traffic travelling (a) north and (b) south at the Keir 
roundabout on the M9. 

 (S4W-23206) 

Derek Mackay: As part of the A9 Keir to Luncarty study, a detailed survey of traffic movements was 
undertaken in October 2012. This provided an understanding of all traffic movements approaching the 
roundabout, including details of turning traffic to/from the A9 to the M9. An additional queue length and 
duration survey was undertaken on the A9 southbound approach in September/October 2013. 

 

The following questions received a holding answer: 

S4W-23113 
S4W-23150 
S4W-23151 
S4W-23153 

 


