
Wednesday 26 November 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what discussions it has had with the UK Government regarding how spouse or partner contributions 
can impact on eligibility for the state pension and the impact that this might have for people in 
Scotland. 

Holding answer issued: 24 November 2014 (S4W-23083) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government has not had any discussions with the UK Government on this 
matter. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what support it can provide to people who do not receive the full state pension because of the impact 
of divorce or separation on their contributions. 

Holding answer issued: 24 November 2014 (S4W-23084) 

Alex Neil: This is a reserved matter under the terms of the Scotland Act 1998. As such, the Scottish 
Government is currently unable to provide benefits to top up a partial state pension. Pension credit is 
available for pensioners on a low income. 

However, the Scottish Government does support pensioners in a range of ways within its devolved 
competencies. We are protecting household resources through free personal care for the elderly, the 
scrapping of prescription charges, free eye examinations, as well as concessionary bus passes and 
much more. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what information it has on how many people in Scotland do not receive the full state pension and the 
reasons for this. 

Holding answer issued: 24 November 2014 (S4W-23085) 

Alex Neil: Office for National Statistics data suggest that, in September 2012 at UK level, 80% of 
men and 46% of women of pensionable age were in receipt of the full basic state pension. Scotland 
level data is not available. Women receive lower state pension payments than men in part because 
those with caring responsibilities were disadvantaged by the system pre-2002. There have been 
improvements since then, and the new single-tier pension is expected to improve the state pension 
provision further for new female pensioners from 2016. 

(Source: Office for National Statistics, Pension Trends Chapter 5: State Pensions, 2013.) 
(Source: Scottish Government, Pensions in an Independent Scotland, 2013) 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government, if 
the appropriate powers were devolved, whether it would change the rules regarding the relationship 
between eligibility for the state pension and spouse or partner contributions. 

Holding answer issued: 24 November 2014 (S4W-23086) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government has submitted its proposals for further devolution to The Smith 
Commission, which are available at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2014/10/2806/0 

As this sets out, we believe that decisions on welfare, including pensions, are best made by the 
Scottish Parliament, in line with the needs of Scottish pensioners. If powers over the state pension are 
devolved, future Scottish governments will have the ability to look at how the system is designed, 
including eligibility rules, and the role of spouse or partner contributions. 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2014/10/2806/0


Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
projections from the National Records of Scotland that, by 2037, a third of all households will be 
headed by someone aged over 65 and the number of people living alone is set to rise by 51%. 

 (S4W-23144) 

Alex Neil: At the annual Scottish Older People's Assembly in the Scottish Parliament on 31 October 
2014, the then Cabinet Secretary for Commonwealth Games, Sport, Equalities and Pensioners’ Rights 
reiterated the Scottish Government's commitment to improving the lives of older people in Scotland, 
and our recognition that older people make a significant contribution to Scotland and play a crucial role 
in our society. Age, Home and Community: A Strategy For Housing For Scotland's Older People: 
2012-21 (December 2011) is our national strategy for housing for older people, and it sets out a clear 
vision of enabling older people to live independently at home for as long as they wish to. We also 
recognise the importance of tackling loneliness and social isolation, and are funding initiatives such as 
Age Scotland's Silverline (launched in October 2013) to help address this issue. We will continue to 
work with key partners including COSLA, Age Scotland, the Scottish Older People's Assembly and 
others, to improve the lives of older people in Scotland in line with demographic developments over 
the years and decades to come. 

Enterprise and Environment 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what discussions it has had with the Health and Safety Executive or the UK Government regarding 
proposals to increase the number of offshore oil and gas workers sharing an accommodation cabin in 
North Sea installations and what assessment it has made of the impact that these changes will have 
on the health and safety of offshore workers.   

Holding answer issued: 20 November 2014 (S4W-23029) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government has not had discussions with UK Ministers and officials in 
respect of this. I regularly meet with the unions representing offshore workers, and through doing so I 
am able to listen to any concerns raised, and I am committed to continuing with this approach. 

The regulation of workplace health and safety is currently reserved to the UK Government. 

 

Gavin Brown (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many (a) regulatory and (b) business and regulatory impact assessments have been 
produced in each year since 1999. 

 (S4W-23104) 

Fergus Ewing: Data held by the Regulatory Review Group Secretariat provides the following: 

Regulatory Impact Assessments completed 

May 1999 to March 2000 16 

Apr 2000 to March 2001 75 

Apr 2001 to March 2002 26 

Apr 2002 to March 2003 60 

Apr 2003 to March 2004 63 

Apr 2004 to March 2005 67 

Apr 2005 to March 2006 67 

Apr 2006 to March 2007 58 

Apr 2007 to March 2008 66 

Apr 2008 to March 2009 50 

Apr 2009 to March 2010 75 

 

Business and Regulatory Impact Assessments completed 

April 2010 to March 2011 65 

April 2011 to March 2012 49 

April 2012 to March 2013 68 

April 2013 to March 2014 100 

April 2014 to October 2014 48 

 



Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
recent discussions it has had with Falkirk Council regarding the promotion of tourism in Falkirk district. 

 (S4W-23137) 

Fergus Ewing: Falkirk Council sought advice from Scottish Government officials regarding joint 
tourism promotional activity with the local business improvement district in relation to state aid. 

 

Health and Social Care 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
Guidance on Free Personal and Nursing Care in Scotland 2003 remains valid. 

 (S4W-23092) 

Shona Robison: Circular CCD5/2003 provides guidance on the operation of free personal and 
nursing care and remains in operation. 

We are aware of an inconsistency between this guidance and the Charging for Residential 
Accommodation Guidance, around the availability of the integrated route of purchasing care and will 
seek to resolve this at an early opportunity. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether local 
authorities are obliged to follow the recommendations outlined in the Guidance on Free Personal and 
Nursing Care in Scotland 2003. 

 (S4W-23093) 

Shona Robison: Circular CCD5/2003 provides guidance on the operation of free personal and 
nursing care to local authorities. Local authorities are required by Section 5 of the Social Work 
(Scotland) Act 1968 to act under the general guidance of Scottish Ministers. 

We are aware of an inconsistency between this guidance and the Charging for Residential 
Accommodation Guidance, around the availability of the integrated route of purchasing care and will 
seek to resolve this at an early opportunity. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking to ensure that the Guidance on Free Personal and Nursing Care in Scotland 2003 pertaining to 
local authorities on contractual routes for care is fully implemented. 

 (S4W-23094) 

Shona Robison: Circular CCD5/2003 provides guidance on the operation of free personal and 
nursing care to local authorities. The Scottish Government does not collect data on the uptake of the 
separate contractual routes for residential care. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what information 
it collects on the uptake of the three routes for contractual arrangements outlined in the Guidance on 
Free Personal and Nursing Care in Scotland 2003. 

 (S4W-23095) 

Shona Robison: 32% of care home clients aged 56 or over are self-funders. Data on this is 
published in the Free Personal and Nursing Care statistics at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Health/Data/FPNC.  

The Scottish Government does not collect data on the uptake of the separate contractual routes for 
residential care. 

 

John Pentland (Motherwell and Wishaw) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
under what circumstances a hospital should consider carrying out a complete evacuation and what 
guidance it provides on this. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Health/Data/FPNC


 (S4W-23141) 

Shona Robison: There are a number of incidents that may require the evacuation of hospital 
premises. These can include a fire, structural damage or collapse, but any disruptive incident that 
impacts on the safety of staff and patients could result in evacuation. 

All NHS boards would deal with an evacuation as they would to any disruption to their activities or 
buildings, as part of their business continuity management plans and processes. Strategic guidance 
has been issued to health boards in Scotland and business continuity is an essential activity in 
establishing an organisation’s resilience. Evacuation of premises and the scale of the evacuation will 
be based on a risk assessment of each hazard or disruption. 

 

John Pentland (Motherwell and Wishaw) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
which hospitals have or are developing plans on how to carry out a complete evacuation, and which 
have decided that such a plan is not required. 

 (S4W-23142) 

Shona Robison: All NHS boards would deal with an evacuation, as with any disruption to their 
activities or buildings, as part of business continuity management arrangements. Strategic business 
continuity management guidance has been issued to NHS boards in Scotland and is an essential 
activity in establishing an organisation’s resilience. Evacuation of premises and the scale of the 
evacuation will be based on a risk assessment of each hazard or disruption. NHS boards are also 
required to carry out regular training and exercising based on the hazards and risks likely to cause 
disruption to their services and buildings. 

Along with guidance on business continuity management, guidance aimed at ensuring that adequate 
provision is made for the conduct of evacuations from hospital premises was issued to NHS boards in 
2011. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its position 
is on the findings of the research paper, Scottish adolescents’ sun-related behaviours, tanning 
attitudes and associations with skin cancer awareness: a cross-sectional study, that (a) "urgent action 
is required to promote positive sun-related behaviour and increase skin cancer awareness among 
Scottish adolescents" and (b) "further research is needed to inform the development of effective 
sunsafe interventions." 

 (S4W-23186) 

Shona Robison: The Scottish Government welcomes the research which was supported though the 
Scottish Government funded Detect Cancer Early programme partnership with the Teenage Cancer 
Trust and we applaud the work that the charity does in raising awareness of the importance of early 
detection of cancer. The Scottish Government has worked with a number of partners and charities on 
previous and ongoing awareness raising campaigns which aim to educate young people and adults 
about the risk and harms of sun exposure and sunbed use. This includes the ‘R UV Ugly?’ campaign 
run in partnership with Cancer Research UK. The Scottish Government is also working with the 
Teenage Cancer Trust, schools, NHS and other cancer charities to develop a sun awareness 
education programme to be used in schools or other youth group settings. Key messages on sun 
safety will be delivered with the emphasis on the point that young people can and do get skin cancer 
but it can be prevented. 

In addition, Scotland has led the way in the UK by being the first country to introduce legislation for 
sunbed use. This prohibits under-18s from using sunbeds and requires sunbed operators to provide 
customers with health information on the health risks associated with sunbed use. 

In relation to further research, the Chief Scientist Office (CSO) is a major funder of clinical research 
in Scotland, including research into the causes and treatment of cancer. Scottish-based researchers 
can apply for funding to the CSO’s Experimental and Translational Research Committee, and its 
Health Services and Population Health Research Committee. The CSO will contact the lead author of 
the current study to discuss the findings and to ensure that he is aware of the funding opportunities 
referred to above. 

 



Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many deaths per 1,000 of population in the NHS Grampian area were attributable to (a) alcohol and 
(b) other substance misuse in the latest year for which information is available, and how this compares 
with the national average. 

 (S4W-23196) 

Maureen Watt: Data on deaths per 1,000 population which were attributable to (a) alcohol and (b) 
other substance misuse are provided in the following table: 

Deaths registered in 2013, per 1,000 population, by underlying cause 

 NHS Grampian Scotland 

Alcohol-related 0.15 0.21 

Drug-related  0.09 0.10 

National statistics on both alcohol and drug related deaths, broken down by NHS board, are 
published annually by National Records of Scotland. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how much of the funding to special NHS boards other than the NHS National Waiting Times Centre 
and the State Hospitals Board for Scotland is allocated to (a) clinical frontline functions and (b) non-
clinical functions. 

 (S4W-23204) 

Shona Robison: Figures for clinical services costs and non-clinical services costs are detailed in 
NHSScotland board annual accounts. Total expenditure by all special boards for clinical services costs 
and non-clinical services costs, with the exception of the National Waiting Times Centre and the State 
Hospitals Board for Scotland, taken from the boards’ annual accounts for 2013-14 are as follows: 

NHS special health boards clinical and non-clinical services costs from annual accounts 2013-14 

Total clinical services costs £835,098 

Total non-clinical services costs £309,293 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it has had legal advice or advice from the Scottish Human Rights Commission on whether the 
proposed data entry and collection system for the proposed drug and alcohol information system 
(DAISy) is compliant with Article 8 of the European Convention on Human Rights, and whether it 
complies. 

 (S4W-23207) 

Maureen Watt: Ensuring all aspects of information governance are addressed is an important 
element of the drug and alcohol information system (DAISy) project and there is a dedicated subgroup 
in place to deal with these matters. The subgroup will advise on whether DAISy is compliant with 
Article 8 of the European Convention on Human Rights. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether, when designing the new drug and alcohol information system (DAISy), the steering group (a) 
consulted a Caldicott guardian, (b) consulted the Scottish Drugs Forum and (c) examined the findings 
of The Munro Review of Child Protection: Final Report. 

 (S4W-23209) 

Maureen Watt: The drug and alcohol information system (DAISy) is governed by a project board 
which has a range of subgroups tasked to deal with specific issues. 

The DAISy information governance subgroup ensures necessary approvals are gained from 
Caldicott guardian and information governance leads. Consultation has taken place with Caldicott 
guardians and will continue throughout the duration of the project. 

The Scottish Drugs Forum (SDF) has been consulted throughout the duration of the DAISy project. 
The SDF is now a member of the DAISy project board in addition to both the DAISy dataset and 
information governance subgroups. 



The findings of The Munro Review of Child Protection: Final Report will be examined to ensure we 
are complying with any recommendation that may affect the dataset. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what process of consent will be incorporated into the proposed drug and alcohol information system 
(DAISy). 

 (S4W-23210) 

Maureen Watt: Ensuring all aspects of information governance are addressed is an important 
element of the drug and alcohol information system (DAISy) project and there is a dedicated subgroup 
in place to deal with these matters. Addressing the process of consent is one of its key deliverables, 
which will be built into the DAISy system as the project develops. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provides details of each (a) leadership and (b) training course open to (i) doctors, (ii) 
nurses, (iii) midwives, (iv) allied health professionals and (v) social workers that it has supported in 
each of the last three years, broken down by the funding it has (A) provided and (B) will provide in 
2015-16. 

 (S4W-23216) 

Shona Robison: Providing the information requested could only be obtained at disproportionate 
cost. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it plans to pay GPs the £55 fee for each diagnosis of dementia as announced for GPs in 
England. 

 (S4W-23221) 

Shona Robison: An accurate, timely dementia diagnosis is the gateway to effective care, treatment 
and support. The GP contract in Scotland already supports the dementia care pathway by 
incentivising appropriate clinical activity through the quality and outcomes framework. 

The last comparable UK-wide dementia diagnosis data, published by the UK Alzheimer Society in 
2013, showed that, nationally, Scotland’s diagnosis rate was 20% higher than England and 26% 
higher than Wales. This in large, part reflects the success of our 2008-11 national diagnosis target, 
which was achieved by working collaboratively with local teams including GPs on the value of 
diagnosis. 

Decisions regarding the care and treatment of individual patients are always a matter of professional 
judgement for the clinician responsible for the patient’s care. 

GPs follow national clinical guidelines as well as locally agreed referral pathways to manage a 
patient’s healthcare, referring them for the appropriate diagnostic tests and to specialist services for 
their condition. 

Funding to improve dementia services continues to be drawn from the overall funds allocated to 
NHS Scotland and local authorities by the Scottish Government. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many 16 to 65-year-olds are ineligible for treatment under the minor ailment service. 

 (S4W-23226) 

Shona Robison: The eligibility criteria for the minor ailment service (MAS) are set out in the Health 
Board Additional Pharmaceutical Services (minor ailment service) (Scotland) Directions 2011, which 
can be found on the Scotland’s Health on the Web website at: 
www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/pca/PCA2011(P)06.pdf 

http://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/pca/PCA2011(P)06.pdf


Information on the number of people aged between 16 and 65 who are not eligible for MAS is not 
held centrally. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it advertises eligibility for treatment under the minor ailment service. 

 (S4W-23227) 

Shona Robison: The Scottish Government publishes a patient information leaflet which includes 
details about who the minor ailment service is for (eligibility), how to register and how registration 
works, and the advice and treatments available through the service. 

The leaflet is available in the English, Polish, Punjabi and Urdu languages, and is distributed to GP 
practices and pharmacy premises for public display and retention. A copy of the current leaflet is 
available on the Scottish Government website at: 
www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/09/5918/downloads. Information is also available on the NHS 
24 website. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
light of the reported increase in GP workloads, whether it will reintroduce the requirement for a 
prescription exemption application form to be completed in order to be eligible for treatment under the 
minor ailment service. 

 (S4W-23228) 

Shona Robison: Patients with a valid medical exemption certificate can apply to register for the 
minor ailment service. The medical conditions by which a patient qualifies for a medical exemption 
certificate are set out in the NHS (Free Prescriptions and Charges for Drugs and Appliances) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2011, which can be found at: 
www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2011/55/contents/made. These arrangements remain in place, and there 
are no current plans for review. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many people have registered for the chronic medicines prescription scheme and what action it is 
taking to encourage registration, other than literature being made available in community pharmacies. 

 (S4W-23229) 

Shona Robison: As at week commencing 24 November 2014, there were 417,200 patients 
registered for the chronic medication service (CMS) in community pharmacies across Scotland. In the 
context of Prescription for Excellence, the Scottish Government is working with health boards to 
further promote and strengthen the clinical benefits of the service to people with long terms conditions. 

There will also be an increased emphasis on promoting the serial prescribing and dispensing 
element of the service which, as well as improving the patient’s overall experience of CMS, helps to 
facilitate shared care between the patient’s GP and pharmacist. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
which body inspects hospital food and whether its reports are publicly available. 

 (S4W-23231) 

Shona Robison: Health Facilities Scotland report every six months on compliance with the 
NHSScotland Food in Hospitals National Catering and Nutrition Specification, based on self-
assessment by health boards. The most recent report, published in August 2014, showed that 
compliance had increased by 0.4% to 96.7% and that all health boards in Scotland achieved overall 
compliance of over 90%. These reports are made public and can be found on the Health Facilities 
Scotland website. 

In addition, Healthcare Improvement Scotland are also undertaking a programme of inspections of 
care for older people in acute hospitals. The inspection programme focuses on several key areas, 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/09/5918/downloads
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2011/55/contents/made


including nutritional care and hydration. These reports are made public and can be found on the 
Healthcare Improvement Scotland website. 

On 17 November 2014, the then Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing announced new 
measures to improve the quality of food in hospitals, including improved nutrition and catering 
standards introduced in the new year, supported by increased inspections of hospital meals and a 
move away from self-reporting. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how much it has spent on ministerial car journeys in each year since 1999. 

Holding answer issued: 18 November 2014 (S4W-22987) 

John Swinney: The following table details the yearly cost of the government car service since 1999. 

Year Total cost (1) 

1999-2000 £388,607(2) 

2000-01 £532,389(2) 

2001-02 £589,412(2) 

2002-03 £705,933(2) 

2003-04 £636,882(2) 

2004-05 £47,298(2) 

2005-06 -(2) 

2006-07 £854,571 

2007-08 £962,142 

2008-09 £980,985 

2009-10 £995,658 

2010-11 £974,678 

2011-12 £1,074,714 

2012-13 £1,204,864 

2013-14 £1,156,208 

1. Total costs include staff salaries, employer’s contributions, fuel, vehicle maintenance, private hire 
and travel and subsistence. 

2. Partial costs; no complete data available. 

 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide a breakdown of the buildings in its estate by energy performance certificate 
rating. 

 (S4W-23364) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-04170 on 7 December 2011. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

The Scottish Government is committed to improving the environmental performance of its estate and 
this is reflected in its success in achieving the Carbon Trust Standard award during 2012. 
Recertification is underway and we hope to achieve the Carbon Trust Level 2 Standard in January 
2015. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide a breakdown of the renewable energy sources installed in the buildings in its 
estate and the dates of installation. 

 (S4W-23365) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


John Swinney: The Scottish Government currently has two sites with renewable energy sources: 
Saughton House, Broomhouse Drive, Edinburgh (Solar Hot Water) installed 2011 and Tweedbank, 
Cotgreen Road, Galashiels (Solar Hot Water) installed 2012. 

 
There are three renewable projects in the pipeline for 2015:  
Longman House, 28 Longman Road, Inverness (Solar PV) 2015 subject to planning, Faskally, 
Pitlochry, Perthshire (Biomass Boiler) 2015 subject to planning and Thainstone Court, Inverurie 
(Biomass Boiler) 2015 subject to planning. 

Transport Scotland 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether any 
grant support is available to assist homeowners who have responsibility for the upkeep of private 
roads and pavements. 

 (S4W-23185) 

Derek Mackay: The upkeep and maintenance of a private road is the responsibility of the owner. 
Under the Road (Scotland) Act 1984, a local roads authority has the power to instruct owners to 
maintain it to a reasonable standard in certain circumstances. It would be for the local roads authority 
to consider whether it would contribute to the associated costs. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what support it 
provides toward the training of HGV drivers. 

 (S4W-23195) 

Derek Mackay: Professional training of drivers of vehicles for the carriage of goods or passengers is 
a mandatory requirement under EC Directive 2003/59/EC. This seeks to raise the standards of new 
drivers and to maintain and enhance the professionalism of existing lorry and bus drivers throughout 
the European Union, through a continuous update of their capabilities. 

The Scottish Government does not provide financial support towards the cost of mandatory training. 
However, we are aware of the difficulties facing the sector as a whole, and are working in partnership 
with industry stakeholders – such as the Road Haulage Association and Freight Transport Association 
– on how these can best be addressed. 

The Scottish Government recognises that an enthusiastic and trained workforce underpins 
Scotland's ambition for economic success. Modern apprenticeships support this goal by providing 
individuals with the opportunity to secure industry recognised qualifications while earning a wage. 
There are several modern apprenticeship opportunities available within the field of transport, 
specifically in the area of freight logistics. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the answer to question S4W-17876 by Keith Brown on 6 November 2013, whether a further 
estimate of the cost of the Haudagain roundabout improvements has been carried out and, if so, (a) 
when and (b) how much was calculated. 

 (S4W-23197) 

Derek Mackay: The STAG Report prepared by Aberdeen City Council estimated that Option 5 
would cost in the region of £14.5 million (May 2007 prices, and excluding VAT). 

The independent cost review undertaken by Transport Scotland as part of the Stage 2 Route option 
confirmation process in April 2014 identified the updated construction cost for Haudagain to be in the 
region of £26 million (2014 prices, excluding land and VAT). 

The scheme cost estimate will continue to be refined and updated as the detailed design develops. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many (a) serious and (b) other accidents there have been in each of the last seven years at the 
Keir roundabout on the M9, broken down by (i) the number of fatalities and (ii) how often the 
roundabout had to be repaired. 



 (S4W-23203) 

Derek Mackay: The following table shows the number of reported personal injury accidents at and 
within 300 metres of the Keir roundabout, on the trunk roads, in the last seven full calendar years, 
2007-2013: 

Year Fatal Serious Slight TOTAL 

2007 0 3 5 8 

2008 0 0 7 7 

2009 0 1 4 5 

2010 0 0 5 5 

2011 0 0 2 2 

2012 0 0 8 8 

2013 1 1 5 7 

TOTAL 1 5 36 42 

 

There have been 1 fatal, 5 serious and 36 slight injury accidents. The fatal accident took place in 
November 2013 and resulted in 1 person being killed. 

In the same period, our operating company recorded 17 instances of damage requiring repair at the 
roundabout. 

The figures quoted may differ slightly from those published elsewhere because they were extracted 
on a different date and the database may have changed between the two dates, e.g. due to late 
returns or corrections to earlier returns. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it expects hourly train journeys between Inverness and Aberdeen to be introduced by 2019. 

 (S4W-23238) 

Derek Mackay: The £170 million package of phase one improvements, announced on 28 March 
2014, is the first stage to facilitate the introduction of the hourly service, a half hourly service from 
Elgin to Inverness and Aberdeen to Inverurie, as well as journey time reductions of up to 20 minutes 
and extra commuter services by 2030. 

However as individual infrastructure enhancements are completed, a review of timetables will 
analyse opportunities for possible service improvements and identify opportunities for offering 
incremental benefits to passengers. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the cost of introducing hourly train journeys between Inverness and Aberdeen is included in 
its £177 million rail infrastructure investment plan. 

 (S4W-23239) 

Derek Mackay: The £170 million package of phase one improvements to be delivered by 2019, 
announced on 28 March 2014, includes: redoubling of track between Aberdeen and Inverurie; 
signalling enhancements; platform extensions at Insch and Elgin; Forres station relocation; and, track 
improvements and infrastructure to support two new stations at Dalcross and Kintore. 

This is the first step of the long term aim of the Aberdeen to Inverness Rail Improvements project to 
facilitate the delivery of an hourly service, journey time reductions of up to 20 minutes and enhanced 
peak-time services and connectivity at either end of the route by 2030. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what assessment it has made of the need to improve road safety measures at 
the Oyne Fork junction on the A96. 

 (S4W-23262) 



Derek Mackay: Our records do not indicate a particular problem at this junction, however we will 
continue to monitor the whole of the A96 to see where improvements are required and react 
accordingly. 

Years of under-investment in north east transport infrastructure are being addressed through the 
dualling of the A96 and the Inveramsay Bridge improvement scheme as well as the dualled upgrade of 
the A90 between Balmedie and Tipperty. 

In addition, we have the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route and we are designing the Haudagain 
improvement scheme, which will address one of the north east’s most notorious bottlenecks. Only last 
week we started the ground investigations on site to inform this design. 

Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body 

Christine Grahame (Midlothian South, Tweeddale and Lauderdale): To ask the Scottish 
Parliamentary Corporate Body how many full-time or full-time equivalent staff have been employed in 
the Events and Exhibitions Team in each year since 1999. 

(S4W-23126) 

Linda Fabiani: A dedicated Events and Exhibitions Team was established in 2007 to support all 
events and exhibitions in the Parliament. The figures broken down by year are as follows: 

Year Staff 
Numbers 

2007-08 7 

2008-09 7 

2009-10 10 

2010-11 10 

2011-12 10 

2012-13 9 

2013-14 11 

(Figures correct as at 31 December each year for 2007-2013). 
The Events and Exhibitions Team currently deliver over 440 events and exhibitions annually. 

 

Christine Grahame (Midlothian South, Tweeddale and Lauderdale): To ask the Scottish 
Parliamentary Corporate Body how many non-MSP-sponsored events have been held in the 
Parliament in each year since 1999. 

(S4W-23127) 

Linda Fabiani (on behalf of the Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body): No centralised record 
of events held exists prior to the Events and Exhibitions Team being established in 2007. 

For the last full year, 2013-14, the total number of events managed, organised and delivered by the 
team was 370, of which 347 were member-sponsored events and 23 were non-member sponsored 
events. A table containing figures for previous years is as follows: 

Full Year Non MSP Sponsored 
Events 

April 2007 to March 
2008 

68 

April 2008 to March 
2009 

82 

April 2009 to March 
2010  

78 

April 2010 to March 
2011 

75 



Full Year Non MSP Sponsored 
Events 

April 2011 to March 
2012 

25 

April 2012 to March 
2013 

30 

April 2013 to March 
2014 

23 

 

Christine Grahame (Midlothian South, Tweeddale and Lauderdale): To ask the Scottish 
Parliamentary Corporate Body how the costs of non-MSP-sponsored events is met. 

(S4W-23128) 

Linda Fabiani: All non-MSP sponsored events supported and delivered by the Events and 
Exhibitions Team in support of the Parliament include events approved annually by the Scottish 
Parliamentary Corporate Body (SPCB) as part of the major events and exhibitions programme aimed 
at engaging with the public and Scotland’s Futures Forum events aimed at members, academia and 
research. These events can be held in partnership with external organisations. 

The hospitality, catering and audio visual equipment costs for any non-MSP sponsored event are 
either met from the SPCB’s approved budget or by external organisations. 

 

The following question received a holding answer: 

S4W-23119 

 


