
Tuesday 25 November 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

 Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what action 
it is taking to encourage women into public life. 

 (S4W-23099) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government is committed to creating a culture and environment that allows 
us to harness the talents of women, enabling and promoting their participation in public life. We are 
working across a number of fronts to achieve this, including requesting additional legislative powers 
are transferred to the Scottish Parliament which would allow us to take action to ensure that at least 
40% of public boards makeup is female. 

As a priority we established our Public Boards and Corporate Diversity Programme of work, which 
aims to provide strong leadership and a commitment to this agenda and seeks to influence the wider 
public, third and private sectors to improve the representation of women and other under-represented 
groups in public life more generally. And in partnership with the Commissioner for Ethical Standards in 
Public Life in Scotland we have worked to streamlining the public appointments application process. 

We are also working to grow a more diverse supply of candidates for board appointments, using 
opportunities such as the ‘developing board experience’ initiative – developed by the Scottish 
Government and the Institute of Directors. 

Work is also being progressed with women’s business networks, which include women who have 
experience of the process of applying for board positions, to help us ensure that we are improving the 
support and information that women need to become board-ready. 

The Scottish Government also funds the Scottish Women’s Convention and Engender to help 
ensure women have equal access to participation in Scotland’s civic society. 

We have also included ‘improving opportunities for employment, representation and participation in 
public and democratic life’ as one of the themes of work we would wish to promote through our current 
equality funding round. Applications to the equality fund are to be received by 5 December 2014. 

Enterprise and Environment 

 John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
position is on scallop dredging. 

 (S4W-23130) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government recognises the importance of the dredged scallop 
fishery to Scotland. However, we are aware of its environmental impact and have and are taking steps 
to help manage this. 

Scotland has a long tradition of commercial scallop dredging and it provides important employment 
opportunities in many coastal communities, not just fishing, but in processing and secondary 
industries. Of the 17,518 tonnes caught by Scottish vessels last year, 16,966 were caught by dredge. 

Marine Scotland is currently consulting on introducing new management measures into the king 
scallop fishery. In addition it was recently announced that the ability to target king scallops by 
mechanical dredge would be suspended to those vessels with a scallop entitlement that had not 
targeted the fishery in the past six years. 

 

 John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what role 
Scottish Natural Heritage plays in setting the parameters of a Marine Protected Area. 

 (S4W-23131) 

Richard Lochhead: Scottish Natural Heritage provides advice to Marine Scotland on Nature 
Conservation Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) for territorial waters. This includes advice on the 
selection of Nature Conservation MPAs, how the conservation objectives of an MPA may be achieved 
and activities which can damage a natural feature of an MPA, as well as providing advice on the 



recommended boundary of an MPA. The Joint Nature Conservation Committee provides equivalent 
advice for waters outside the 12 nautical mile limit and Historic Scotland leads on Historic MPAs. 

 

 John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government for what 
reason Marine Protected Areas apply fishing restrictions to certain species rather than managing the 
overall ecology of the designated areas.  

(S4W-23133) 

Richard Lochhead: The Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 and Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 
under which the Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) have been designated provide powers to designate 
MPAs for the conservation of marine flora or fauna, marine habitats and geological features. The 
powers in the Acts relate to the protection of features for which an MPA has been designated. By 
protecting the features that support the overall ecology of the MPA, we are better able to design 
management and develop monitoring tailored to the conservation of particular species and habitats 
and this can also provide effective conservation benefits for the ecosystem. 

 

 John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
plans to assess the impact of Norway's ban on scallop dredging. 

 (S4W-23134) 

Richard Lochhead: There are no immediate plans to assess the Norwegian model of scallop 
management as scallop fishing in Norway is not analogous to scallop fishing in Scotland. 

In Scotland, scallop fishing is targeted principally by dredgers alongside a small but important, on a 
localised basis, dived sector. Scottish vessels operate right around the coast of the British Isles and in 
2012 Scottish vessels landed 17,092 tonnes of scallops (with a first landing value of £31.3 million). 

The king scallop fishery in the other nations of the British Isles has a similar tradition and occurs 
along similar lines. However, in Norway the fishery is prosecuted on a much smaller scale (676 tonnes 
landed in 2012) and is prosecuted by divers. 

In 2013 Marine Scotland commissioned a review of the Scottish scallop fishery; the review 
concluded in 2014 and made recommendations about scallop management. As part of the review 
process the consultants looked at the management frameworks in place in other parts of the British 
Isles to inform the process. 

Marine Scotland is currently consulting on new management measures in its king scallop fishery 
which can be accessed at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Consultations/Current 

 

 John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment it has made of the potential impact on jobs if the three mile fisheries limit for all mobile 
gear around the Scottish coast were reinstated. 

 (S4W-23135) 

Richard Lochhead: We have commissioned independent research from the consultants Grid 
Economics to assess options for management of Scotland's inshore fisheries, including the socio-
economic impact of applying a three mile limit on mobile fishing gear. We expect this research to be 
published early in 2015. 

 

 John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what plans 
it has to review the membership of the board of Marine Scotland. 

 (S4W-23136) 

Richard Lochhead: Marine Scotland was established on 1 April 2009 as a directorate of Scottish 
Government by merging together the functions and resources of the previous Scottish Government 
Marine Directorate, Fisheries Research Services and the Scottish Fisheries Protection Agency. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Consultations/Current


Marine Scotland is directly accountable to Scottish Ministers and does not have a statutory board. 
An internal board of senior management including two non-executives provide challenge on 
processes, financial management and risk. 

There are no plans to review the membership in the near future but in line with normal practices 
Marine Scotland will be reviewed in 2015. 

 

 Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many people have been prosecuted for (a) breeding dogs in social rented 
properties and (b) running puppy farms in each year since 1999. 

 (S4W-23139) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government does not hold information on action taken by councils 
or other landlords regarding people contravening tenancy conditions by breeding dogs in social rented 
properties. 

From the information available from the Scottish Government court proceedings database, one 
person was prosecuted in each of the periods 1998-99, 2002-03, 2006-07 and 2010-11 where the 
main charge was under the Breeding of Dogs Act 1973. 

It should be noted that court proceedings statistics are based on the year in which the person's case 
is disposed of. People are counted once for each occasion on which they are proceeded against. If a 
person is proceeded against more than once on the same day, each proceeding will be counted 
separately. Where a person is proceeded against for more than one crime or offence in a single 
proceeding, only the main charge is counted. 

 

 Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
progress is being made in reopening the Solway cockle fishery. 

 (S4W-23161) 

Richard Lochhead: Following a series of consultative meetings with stakeholders, Marine Scotland 
has drawn up innovative management measures and these have been recently trialled as part of a 
cockle management study. 

The study was operated by a local contractor and enabled controlled, exclusive fishing activity for a 
limited period. Unfortunately, in August 2014, the contractor withdrew due to the inconsistent quality of 
the cockles and low prices available at the time and, as we were unable to reallocate the contract, the 
study was closed. 

Although the study did not run its course, we believe we have gathered enough information to draw 
conclusions and we are currently analysing our findings. This analysis will help us devise robust 
proposals for the long term management of the cockle fishery which we will discuss with local 
stakeholders in due course. 

It remains our aim to open the Solway cockle fishery in a safe, controlled and sustainable way which 
brings economic benefit to the local area. I can assure you that I see this as a priority and will be doing 
what I can to secure a fully opened fishery as soon as possible, hopefully around September 2015. 

 

 Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-22902 by Richard Lochhead on 13 November 2014, when the 
(a) interim and (b) final report of the independent study will be published, and when it will issue its 
response.  

(S4W-23162) 

Richard Lochhead: We expect Zero Waste Scotland to publish the outcomes of its deposit and 
return study early in 2015, as part of our broader engagement on the opportunities of a more circular 
economy for Scotland. We will consider our approach as part of that process. 



 

 John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government which of its 
directorates are responsible for (a) greenfield and (b) agricultural land in its ownership or control. 

 (S4W-23166) 

Richard Lochhead: Responsibility for agricultural land in the ownership or control of the Scottish 
Government lies with the Agriculture, Food and Rural Communities Directorate (under the 
management of the Rural Payments and Inspections Division). 

The Scottish Government has landholdings which could come under the definition of greenfield, 
however responsibility lies with the directorate under whose banner that land is held. The information 
requested is thus not held centrally and could only be obtained at disproportionate cost. 

 

 John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government who would 
deal with a complaint from a member of the public about the misuse of greenfield and agricultural land 
in its ownership or control. 

 (S4W-23167) 

Richard Lochhead: Any complaint would be to the appropriate Scottish Government directorate. In 
the case of agricultural land, that would be the Rural Payments and Inspections Division. No 
directorate has overall responsibility for greenfield land so any complaint would have to be directed to 
the directorate which owns the land in question. 

Any member of the public who has a complaint about the misuse of greenfield and agricultural land 
in the Scottish Government’s ownership or control should, in the first instance, contact either the 
Scottish Government’s Central Enquiry Unit (CEU) to be directed to the correct business area or follow 
our complaints process. Contact details for the CEU as well as information on how to make a 
complaint can be found on our website at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Contacts 

 

 John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
holds any unpublished reports by Alan Radford on marine matters and, if so, when it plans to publish 
them.   

(S4W-23200) 

Richard Lochhead: Marine Scotland has commissioned consultants Grid Economics (Geoff 
Riddington and Alan Radford) to produce an economic analysis of the impacts of possible new 
management measures in Scotland’s inshore fisheries. We have received a draft report which is 
currently being finalised. We expect to be able to publish early in 2015. 

 

The following question received a holding answer: 

S4W-23103 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Contacts

