
Tuesday 18 November 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its position is on the findings of the report by the Western Isles Poverty Action Group that 
customers in the north and north east of Scotland are being charged higher rates for their electricity 
and what action it will take to address these. 

 (S4W-22910) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government is aware that customers in the Highlands and Islands face 
some of the highest electricity prices in the country. This is due to a combination of factors including 
higher costs associated with delivering electricity in remote areas. 

The power and responsibility for energy policy in respect of consumer protection rests not with the 
Scottish Parliament but Westminster. They and Ofgem have the duty to provide protection to the 
consumer. They have not discharged that duty well. We are doing all we can with the powers we 
currently have to address this issue, providing £79 million funding this year for our home energy 
efficiency programme that will help people manage their fuel bills better and give them warmer homes. 

We engage regularly with energy companies on a range of issues and consumer energy bills are 
frequently discussed. We are aware that Scottish and Southern Energy has publicly called for a 
system of national pricing to remove the regional variation in fuel bills. 

The Scottish Government has long argued for greater fairness in the way network charges are 
applied. While we recognise the measures already in place to reduce the burden of higher network 
costs in the north of Scotland (the Hydro Benefit Replacement Scheme) and the potential balance of 
winners and losers of a national pricing regime, we are keen to explore the proposal further. 

We have set our proposals for further devolution in More Powers for the Scottish Parliament which 
includes having control over the full scope of regulation relating to energy efficiency and which would 
enable us to tailor policies to the specific needs of Scottish households, particularly to tackle fuel 
poverty in remote and rural areas. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what discussions it has had with the UK Government to ensure that customers in the north and north 
east of Scotland are not charged disproportionately higher amounts for their energy than customers 
elsewhere. 

 (S4W-22912) 

Fergus Ewing: A number of underlying factors influence regional price variations including the 
different transmission and distribution costs associated with delivering electricity in remote areas. 
Network related costs make up around 23 per cent of the average electricity bill in the UK and are 
regulated by Ofgem. The costs associated with the distribution of electricity in the north Scotland 
region are expected to fall by £27 per domestic customer in 2015-16. It is up to individual electricity 
suppliers to set the tariffs they offer to consumers, incorporating these regulated network costs. 

I have recently met the Chief Executive of Ofgem to discuss this matter and welcomed his 
commitment to investigate fully and report back to the Westminster Energy and Climate Change 
Select Committee. The Scottish Government has also had discussions with the Department for Energy 
and Climate Change to understand how it plans to investigate this issue and to ensure that officials 
work together to reach an acceptable outcome. 

 

Cara Hilton (Dunfermline) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-16783 by Fergus Ewing on 21 August 2013, what its position is on whether 
the issuing of underground coal gasification licences is in the best interests of the population. 

 (S4W-22922) 

Fergus Ewing: The UK Coal Authority is the licensing authority for underground coal gasification in 
Scotland and the UK. 



The Scottish Government will take a cautious, responsible, evidence-based approach to the 
development of new energy technologies, such as underground coal gasification. This should give 
security and confidence to the people of Scotland that such resources would only be developed if it 
can be done in an environmentally safe and satisfactory way. 

 

Cara Hilton (Dunfermline) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-16783 by Fergus Ewing on 21 August 2013, what its position is on the 
reported concerns regarding a possible link between underground coal gasification and water 
contamination. 

 (S4W-22923) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government is clear that the deployment of new energy technologies 
like underground coal gasification can only happen if they are in line with our environmental objectives 
and regulatory requirements. Protection of the environment is of prime importance. 

The Scottish Environment Protection Agency has statutory responsibility for the protection of 
Scotland’s water environment. It has powers under the Water Environment (Controlled Activities) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2011 to regulate activities that interact with our water environment. 

 

Cara Hilton (Dunfermline) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-16783 by Fergus Ewing on 21 August 2013, what its position is on the 
Australian Government's decision to ban underground coal gasification. 

 (S4W-22924) 

Fergus Ewing: It is the Scottish Government’s understanding that no decision has been taken by 
the Australian Government to ban underground coal gasification developments. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many applications for close season culling licences under the Deer 
(Scotland) Act 1996 have been rejected by Scottish Natural Heritage in each of the last five years, 
broken down by the reason for rejection. 

 (S4W-23074) 

Paul Wheelhouse: 

Year Number of 
authorisations 

rejected 

Reason for rejection 

2010-11 4 No evidence of damage (4) 

2011-12 2 No evidence of damage (2) 

2012-13 3 No evidence of damage (1); general authorisation applied (1); 
covered by section 7 control agreement/negotiation (1) 

2013-14 9 Deer welfare (1); no evidence of damage (1); could have taken 
other reasonable means (2); general authorisation applied (5) 

2014-15 3 Deer welfare (1); other reasonable means (1); covered by section 7 
control agreement/negotiation (1) 

Note: A further 99 applications were voluntarily withdrawn over the five year period following 
discussion between the applicant and Scottish Natural Heritage. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many applications for close season culling licences under the Deer 
(Scotland) Act 1996 have been approved by Scottish Natural Heritage in each of the last five years but 
with restrictions set on the number of deer that could be culled, broken down by the reason for setting 
a restriction. 

 (S4W-23076) 



Paul Wheelhouse: Two authorisations have been issued which have specified limits on the number 
of deer to be taken, both in 2014-15. One limited the number of female deer plus calves to be taken 
with an agreement having been reached between the applicant and owners of neighbouring 
properties. The second authorisation limited the number of adult male deer to be taken following 
ongoing discussions within the deer management group about the sustainable harvest of stags and 
the potential socio-economic impacts of repeated close season culling. 

Health and Social Care 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will publish a list of primary care providers that will receive funding from the £40 million 
primary care development fund that was announced on 4 November 2014, broken down by the 
amount to be allocated. 

 (S4W-23019) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-23017 on 13 November 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx  

 

Fiona McLeod (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether benefit appointees will be able to act on behalf of recipients of the Scottish 
Independent Living Fund or whether power of attorney or guardianship will be required. 

 (S4W-23054) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government has held discussions on guardianship with the Office 
of the Public Guardian. A decision on the outcome of these discussions will be outlined in due course. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its position is on extending the human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine 
programme to all 12 and 13-year-old boys in advance of any recommendation by the Joint Committee 
on Vaccination and Immunisation. 

 (S4W-23107) 

Michael Matheson: The main aim of the current HPV vaccination programme is to protect girls 
against cervical cancer, rather than protecting against the risks associated with HPV overall. 
Vaccinating girls also helps to stop the spread of HPV to boys. When enough people are immunised 
this generates herd immunity and helps to protect vulnerable members of the community. 

As with all vaccination programmes, the Joint Committee for Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) 
continues to monitor all available evidence in respect of recommendations and advice can be updated 
if new information or evidence becomes available. The JCVI has agreed that further work is required 
to consider the vaccination of adolescent males. Modelling work and the impact of cost effectiveness 
of this programme will be taken forward in early 2015 by Public Health England and the JCVI will 
provide recommendations in due course. The Scottish Government, as with other UK health 
departments, takes advice on immunisation from the JCVI and will of course consider carefully any 
future JCVI recommendations in respect of HPV vaccination for adolescent males. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its position is on extending the human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination 
programme to all 12 and 13-year-old boys before 2017 on the grounds of equality of public health 
protection. 

 (S4W-23108) 

Michael Matheson: The main aim of the current HPV vaccination programme is to protect girls 
against cervical cancer, rather than protecting against the risks associated with HPV overall. 
Vaccinating girls also helps to stop the spread of HPV to boys. When enough people are immunised 
this generates herd immunity and helps to protect vulnerable members of the community. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


As with all vaccination programmes, the Joint Committee for Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) 
continues to monitor all available evidence in respect of recommendations and advice can be updated 
if new information or evidence becomes available. The JCVI has agreed that further work is required 
to consider the vaccination of adolescent males. Modelling work and the impact of cost effectiveness 
of this programme will be taken forward in early 2015 by Public Health England and the JCVI will 
provide recommendations in due course. The Scottish Government, as with other UK health 
departments, takes advice on immunisation from the JCVI and will of course consider carefully any 
future JCVI recommendations in respect of HPV vaccination for adolescent males. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, in light of the submission by Cancer Research UK to the Public Petitions 
Committee in August 2013, which expressed concern about possible health inequalities arising 
through the current human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination programme, whether it will write to the 
Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation regarding changing the programme to include all 
12 and 13-year-old boys. 

 (S4W-23109) 

Michael Matheson: The Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing, Alex Neil, wrote to the Joint 
Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) in August 2013 regarding HPV vaccination for 
boys. The JCVI recognises the importance of ongoing assessment of HPV vaccination for adolescent 
boys and has responded positively to the need to consider HPV vaccination more widely by 
establishing an HPV sub-committee. Modelling work and the impact of cost effectiveness of HPV 
vaccination for boys will be taken forward in early 2015 by Public Health England and the JCVI will 
provide recommendations in due course. The Scottish Government, as with other UK health 
departments, takes advice on immunisation from the JCVI and will of course consider carefully any 
future JCVI recommendations in respect of HPV vaccination for adolescent boys. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, in light of the submission by Cancer Research UK to the Public Petitions 
Committee in August 2013, which stated that "the most effective option for improving public health 
would be to offer [the human papillomavirus] HPV vaccination to both boys and girls at age 12/13", 
whether it will commit to introducing such vaccinations at the earliest opportunity. 

 (S4W-23110) 

Michael Matheson: The main aim of the current HPV vaccination programme is to protect girls 
against cervical cancer, rather than protecting against the risks associated with HPV overall. 
Vaccinating girls also helps to stop the spread of HPV to boys. When enough people are immunised 
this generates herd immunity and helps to protect vulnerable members of the community. 

As with all vaccination programmes, the Joint Committee for Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) 
continues to monitor all available evidence in respect of recommendations and advice can be updated 
if new information or evidence becomes available. The JCVI has agreed that further work is required 
to consider the vaccination of adolescent males. Modelling work and the impact of cost effectiveness 
of this programme will be taken forward in early 2015 by Public Health England and the JCVI will 
provide recommendations in due course. The Scottish Government, as with other UK health 
departments, takes advice on immunisation from the JCVI and will of course consider carefully any 
future JCVI recommendations in respect of HPV vaccination for adolescent males. 

Learning and Justice 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many children have been disciplined in relation to phone use in (a) primary 
and (b) secondary schools in each year since 1999, broken down by local authority. 

 (S4W-22981) 

Michael Russell: This information is not collated centrally. 

In November 2013 the Scottish Government published Guidance on Developing Policies to promote 
the Safe and Responsible Use of Mobile Technology in Schools. The purpose of this guidance is to 
provide schools and local authorities with advice on how to develop local policies that encourage the 



safe and responsible use of personal mobile technology in school, and beyond. These policies should 
help schools to secure the potential benefits for learning and teaching whilst protecting staff and 
children and young people from harassment and abuse which can arise from the misuse of such 
technology. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
applications it received for disabled students’ allowance and how many were successful in (a) 2011-
12, (b) 2012-13 and (c) 2013-14.  

 (S4W-23030) 

Michael Russell: Disabled students’ allowance (DSA) is needs-led funding based on demand which 
helps support equality for individual students. 

The following table shows the number of DSA applications received by the Student Awards Agency 
for Scotland and how many of them were successful in receiving funding: 

 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 

DSA applications 5,125 4,820 5,280 

DSA supported students 4,900 4,575 5,060 

Notes: Any published statistics on DSA only look at figures created in September each year so will 
exclude applications for that academic year received after that point. Any published statistics on DSA 
only include full-time undergraduate and postgraduate students. The data provided in this question 
also includes part-time students and students supported under the Nursing and Midwifery Student 
Bursary scheme. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
applications for disabled students’ allowance were referred for an assessment and how many resulted 
in a payment in (a) 2011-12, (b) 2012-13 and (c) 2013-14. 

 (S4W-23031) 

Michael Russell: All students applying for disabled students’ allowance (DSA) for the first time must 
undergo a needs assessment by a qualified individual at an approved university or college 
recommending the type of support and equipment a student needs to undertake their course. The 
Student Awards Agency for Scotland (SAAS) will refer all new students for a needs assessment where 
a report is not already present with their DSA application. 

The following table shows the number of students who were referred for a needs assessment by 
SAAS for the purposes of applying for DSA. The table also shows how many of these students were 
successful in receiving funding: 

 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 

Students referred for a needs assessment 925 705 850 

Supported students who were referred 835 635 765 

Notes: Any published statistics on DSA only include full-time undergraduate and postgraduate 
students. The data provided in this question also includes part-time students and students supported 
under the Nursing and Midwifery Student Bursary scheme. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many students applied to the Student Awards Agency for Scotland for support under the pilot 
scheme for study in Europe for 2014-15 and how many are receiving support, broken down by 
institution. 

 (S4W-23079) 

Michael Russell: Currently, 10 students applied to the Student Awards Agency for Scotland under 
the pilot scheme to study in Europe in 2014-15. 

Seven students are receiving support. All of the students are studying in the Netherlands – six at 
Maastricht University and one at the University of Groningen. 

 



Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how much has been spent on the pilot scheme for study in Europe for 2014-15 in (a) repayable and 
(b) non-repayable support to students and (c) other costs. 

 (S4W-23080) 

Michael Russell: The expected spend on (a) repayable support to students on the pilot scheme for 
study in Europe in 2014-15 is £31,500. 

The expected spend on (b) non-repayable support to students on the pilot scheme for study in 
Europe in 2014-15 is £2,900. 

The expected spend on (c) other costs for the pilot scheme to study in Europe in 2014-15 is £1,782. 
This cost was spent on marketing materials for the scheme. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether any students awarded support under its pilot scheme for study in Europe for 2014-15 have 
ceased their involvement with the scheme. 

 (S4W-23081) 

Michael Russell: None of the students who were awarded support under the pilot scheme in 2014-
15 have ceased their involvement with the scheme. 

 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking to tackle homophobia in schools, and whether it plans to take additional action in light of the 
findings of The Teachers' Report 2014 by Stonewall Scotland. 

 (S4W-23102) 

Michael Russell: We want every child and young person in Scotland to grow up free from bullying 
and to develop mutually respectful, responsible and confident relationships with other children, young 
people and adults. 

Our national approach to anti-bullying sets out a common vision and aims to make sure that work 
across all agencies and communities is jointly focussed on tackling bullying, including homophobic 
bullying. We are committed to refreshing the national approach to ensure that it remains current and 
reflects policy developments around children’s rights, Getting it right for every child, and relationships 
and behaviour. 

In addition, we expect that all schools develop and implement an anti-bullying policy, which should 
be reviewed and updated on a regular basis. 

To support this we have established and wholly fund respectme, a national anti-bullying service, to 
build confidence and capacity to tackle all bullying, including prejudice-based bullying, effectively. We 
have also developed and published resources for schools to support school staff in dealing effectively 
with homophobic bullying. 

I will meet with Stonewall Scotland shortly to explore the issues raised in the report. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what feedback Creative Scotland provides to organisations that bid unsuccessfully for 
regular funding. 

 (S4W-23049) 

Fiona Hyslop: Creative Scotland provides a detailed written assessment of the outcome of the 
decision-making process to those organisations which were unsuccessful in their applications for 
regular funding. 

Creative Scotland also offers face to face meetings to all unsuccessful applicants for regular funding 
to explain the decision and to explore next steps. 



Transport Scotland 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many miles of new rail line it has opened in each year since 1999. 

 (S4W-22983) 

Keith Brown: The following table shows the number of miles of rail line open in Scotland in each 
year since 1999: 

 

Total miles 
of rail lines 

Change since 
previous year (miles) 

1999-00 1,696 - 

2000-01 1,696 0 

2001-02 1,696 0 

2002-03 1,696 0 

2003-04 1,696 0 

2004-05 1,696 0 

2005-06 1,700 4 

2006-07 1,700 0 

2007-08 1,700 0 

2008-09 1,706 6 

2009-10 1,714 9 

2010-11 1,717 2 

2011-12 1,717 0 

Source: Network Rail 
Notes: Rounded to the nearest mile; annual changes may not sum due to rounding. 

The figures are derived from table 7.14 in the publication Scottish Transport Statistics 2013 Edition 
which can be found at: http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/statistics/j285663-00.htm 

Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body 

Richard Lyle (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Parliamentary 
Corporate Body whether there are proposals to install a bank ATM in the public area of the 
Parliament. 

(S4W-23028) 
 

Linda Fabiani:  The Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body has no plans to install a bank ATM in 
the public area of the Parliament. For the convenience of visitors we accept credit and debit cards in 
the Parliament shop and the public café. 

 

The following question received a holding answer: 

S4W-22987 

 

http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/statistics/j285663-00.htm

