
Monday 17 November 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

 Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it defines 
adjacency in relation to planning policy. 

 (S4W-22888) 

Derek Mackay: There is no single definition of adjacency with regard to development planning 
within the Scottish Planning Policy. Subject to review by the courts, it is for the decision maker to 
interpret and apply policy, having regard to the wording of the policy, the justification for it, and any 
other material considerations. 

 

 Cara Hilton (Dunfermline) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much of its 
Emergency Food Fund was allocated to (a) Fife and (b) Dunfermline. 

 (S4W-22925) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Emergency Food Fund is supporting one project in Fife. That project is run 
by the East Neuk Recovery Group Initiative and has been allocated £10,000. 

 

 Cara Hilton (Dunfermline) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what criteria it 
used in selecting projects to receive support from the Emergency Food Fund in the recent allocation 
round. 

 (S4W-22926) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The application form for the Emergency Food Fund set out five criteria, which 
were: 

Projects which will help respond to immediate demands for emergency food aid and help address the 
underlying causes of food poverty; 
Projects which can demonstrate a partnership approach; 
Projects that build more sustainable local solutions to food poverty; 
Projects that adopt an assets-based approach;  
Project costs. 

Crown Office 

 Malcolm Chisholm (Edinburgh Northern and Leith) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government on how many occasions in the last year a trial has been abandoned following a 
psychiatric report on the accused and what protection is available to the victims in such cases. 

 (S4W-23058) 

Lesley Thomson: From the information held by the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service it is 
not possible, without manual checking of files and incurring disproportionate costs, to find out how 
many criminal court cases have been discontinued following a psychiatric report on the accused but 
this is not a common occurrence. 

The protection available to victims where a case has been discontinued will depend on the nature of 
the case, the reasons for the discontinuation and the level of protection required. Within the Mental 
Health (Care and Treatment) (Scotland) Act 2003 and the Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1995 
there are differing procedures and processes which can be utilised in addition to other civil protection 
remedies. 

Health and Social Care 

 Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it 
will announce an interim chair for NHS Grampian and when the post will be filled on a permanent 
basis. 

 (S4W-23061) 



Alex Neil: The recruitment process to appoint a new permanent chair for NHS Grampian is currently 
underway. It is expected that the successful candidate will take up post on 1 January 2015. 

Learning and Justice 

 Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what recent 
steps it has taken to reduce the level of crime on the streets in Glasgow. 

 (S4W-22909) 

Kenny MacAskill: Recorded crime in Scotland is at a 39 year low and in Glasgow it fell by almost 
30% between 2006-07 and 2012-13. 

The Scottish Government is taking a number of actions to help reduce the level of crime on the 
streets in Glasgow: 

We continue to deliver our commitment to 1,000 additional police officers;  

We have invested over £5 million through our CashBack for Communities scheme between 2008-09 
and 2013-14 to deliver 161,236 free sporting, cultural and educational activities for children and young 
people in Glasgow;  

We are investing £0.85 million over the next three years in two new cash back projects being delivered 
by Action for Children and Celtic FC Foundation which focus on helping young offenders or at-risk 
youngsters in Glasgow into guaranteed employment opportunities; 

We have provided £2.25 million (with a further £0.5 million to March 2015) to fund Link Up, a 
partnership between Inspiring Scotland and charities to build resilience and capacity in 10 deprived 
communities across Scotland, including Possilpark and the Gorbals; and 

We are investing £9 million over three years to tackle sectarianism.  

We are working closely with Police Scotland and other partners to promote further innovation 
through the Building Safer Communities Programme in order to significantly reduce the number of 
victims of crime in Scotland. 

 

 Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether the agreement with COSLA to "maintain teacher numbers in line with 
pupil numbers" remained its policy for 2013-14. 

 (S4W-22995) 

Michael Russell: Yes. 

 

 Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it has held back funding from local authorities for not maintaining 
teacher numbers in line with pupil numbers for 2013-14. 

 (S4W-22996) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government’s statistical bulletin, Summary Statistics for Schools in 
Scotland, No.4: 2013 Edition, published on 11 December 2013, confirmed that the pupil-teacher ratio 
in all publicly funded schools remained the same as in 2012 at 13.5. 

 

 Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, in light of the increasing number of primary school pupils, how many additional 
teachers will be recruited to maintain the pupil teacher ratio. 

 (S4W-22998) 

Michael Russell: The 2014 pupil and teacher censuses, the results of which are scheduled to be 
published on 10 December 2014, will confirm the scale of any increases or decreases in pupil and 
teacher numbers. 



Strategy and External Affairs 

 Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what alternative funding routes are available to organisations that bid unsuccessfully for 
regular funding from Creative Scotland. 

 (S4W-23050) 

Fiona Hyslop: A number of alternative funding routes are available to organisations that bid 
unsuccessfully for regular funding from Creative Scotland. These include: 

Creative Scotland’s new open project fund (http://www.creativescotland.com/funding/funding-
programmes/open-project-funding), which opened to applications on 31 October 2014 and will 
disburse around £30 million over the next three years on a rolling basis. Some organisations 
unsuccessful in the regular funding round have already applied for these funds. 

Creative Scotland’s suite of targeted funds (http://www.creativescotland.com/funding/funding-
programmes/targeted-funding), if appropriate. Targeted funding addresses specific activities and 
development needs in a sector, specialism, and/or geographic area, and can be shaped in response 
to a sectoral review, strategic planning or consultation with external partners. These include a number 
of ‘devolved funds’ which are delivered by Creative Scotland’s partner organisations. Examples 
include the National Youth Arts Fund, the Creative Place Awards and the Film and Television Funding 
Programme. 

Creative Scotland’s website also offers information on other sources of funding, including Arts & 
Business Scotland, Central Station and Business Gateway  
(http://www.creativescotland.com/resources/professional-resources/other-sources-of-support) 
and funds delivered by partners, including the CashBack for Creativity Open Arts Fund, Live Literature 
and Starter for 6, to mention only a few (http://www.creativescotland.com/funding/funding-
programmes/funds-delivered-by-partners). 

External funding officers in local authorities, whose contact details are available on the relevant local 
authority’s website, can also advise organisations on further alternative sources of funding. 

 

 Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will encourage Creative Scotland to publish a list of all organisations that 
unsuccessfully applied for regular funding for 2015-18. 

 (S4W-23052) 

Fiona Hyslop: No. Creative Scotland do not publish details of unsuccessful applicants to any of its 
funding programmes and this includes applicants to the regular funding programme for 2015-18. 
Creative Scotland advised applicants that they would not publish a list of all organisations that were 
unsuccessful in this process. We respect that position as publishing details of unsuccessful applicants 
may impact on their ability to source funding from elsewhere. In some cases, these organisations may 
be successful with a subsequent application following feedback. 

 

 Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it considers that Creative Scotland should provide an analysis of its decisions 
concerning the awarding of regular funding. 

 (S4W-23053) 

Fiona Hyslop: Creative Scotland’s website provides a comprehensive summary of its decisions by 
art form and regional impact with commentary at: 
http://www.creativescotland.com/funding/latest-information/funded-organisations/regularly-funded-
organisations-2015-18/the-portfolio  

 

 Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many times since 1 January 2008 it has been advised by the Freedom of Information 
Commissioner that the Scottish Ministers failed to (a) provide a response to and (b) comply with a 
request for a review of a freedom of information request within the statutory period 20 day period. 
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 (S4W-23116) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The information requested could only be obtained at disproportionate cost as we 
do not have this data in the format requested. Information on the Scottish Government’s performance 
in responding on time to freedom of information (FOI) requests is available in the annual reports on 
information request handling at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/Information/FOI/Reporting 

The Scottish Government is working to increase the proportion of FOI and Environmental 
Information (Scotland) Regulations 2004 requests and reviews which are responded to on time. 

 

The following question received a holding answer: 

S4W-22972 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/Information/FOI/Reporting

