
Thursday 13 November 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what progress it is 
making to reduce reliance on fossil fuels. 

 (S4O-3692) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government is delivering on reducing our reliance on fossil fuels.  

In 2013 Scotland generated 46.4% of its equivalent electricity needs from renewables – in fact, 
Scotland generated 32% of total UK renewable generation in 2013 and our ambition is to deliver the 
equivalent of at least 100% of gross electricity consumption from renewables by 2020. 

There is continued progress towards the renewable heat target of 11% by 2020 – in 2012 we 
produced 3% of Scotland’s non-electrical heat demand for that year from renewables. This grew from 
1% in 2009.  

And we are on track to meet the Scotland-wide target to reduce energy consumption by at least 12% 
by 2020. Energy consumption in 2012 was 11.8% lower than the 2005-07 baseline against which the 
12% energy efficiency target is measured. 

Our ambitious renewables targets and climate change targets and our policies on electricity 
generation, renewable heat and energy efficiency are progressively reducing our use of fossil fuels 
and new technologies like Carbon Capture and Storage will also help the Scottish Government in its 
ambitions to decarbonise electricity generation. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it plans to implement deposit and return schemes under the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 
2009 to achieve its aim of zero waste. 

 (S4W-22902) 

Richard Lochhead: We are carefully considering a range of options to improve collection rates for 
packaging and reduce the amount of this material that ends up as litter. A deposit and return scheme 
for beverage containers is one of the options being considered and we have commissioned an 
independent study on this. 

 

Kenneth Gibson (Cunninghame North) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government when it plans to make an announcement on the findings of the consultation, Promoting 
responsible dog ownership in Scotland: microchipping and other measures. 

 (S4W-22920) 

Richard Lochhead: An independent report of the analysis of over 2,000 responses to the 
consultation on Promoting responsible dog ownership in Scotland: microchipping and other measures 
was published on 31 October 2014. 

As noted in the recent oral question on this topic (S4O-03626), the government is now carefully 
considering these views and will seek to announce our response and next steps in the near future. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many foreign trawlers were identified as being illegally inside the 12 nautical mile territorial limit of 
the mackerel fishery around Shetland in each of the last three months; how many were subsequently 
(a) approached, (b) contacted and (c) boarded by the Scottish Fisheries Protection Agency, and where 
they were registered. 

 (S4W-22980) 

Richard Lochhead: We have not identified any foreign trawlers as illegally fishing inside the 12 
nautical mile limit around Shetland in each of the last three months. 



A foreign trawler being present within the 12 nautical mile territorial limit is not illegal as long as it is 
not conducting fishing operations, although there are limited exceptions to this. 

On 31 October 2014 a Faroese trawler was identified as being within the 12 mile limit and, following 
contact via VHF radio from Marine Protection Vessel Hirta, was confirmed to be sheltering from the 
weather. 

In addition to this, the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea provides a right to free passage for 
vessels through UK territorial waters. 

 

Christine Grahame (Midlothian South, Tweeddale and Lauderdale) (Scottish National Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government what steps are being taken to ensure the welfare of lions and tigers 
being kept at the Circus High School in Aberdeenshire, and whether the animals remain exempt from 
the Dangerous Wild Animals Act 1976. 

 (S4W-22992) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government is in close contact with Aberdeenshire Council, the 
local authority responsible. Both the welfare of the big cats and public safety have been considered 
and continue to be of paramount importance. A number of visits have been made by the council to 
inspect the facilities being used to house the animals and all welfare requirements have been met and 
recommendations followed. 

The animals are not exempt from the Dangerous Wild Animals Act 1976 as they are not currently 
attached to a circus. The Circus High School applied for a licence under the Act as soon as the 
requirement for the current arrangements became apparent. The licence was issued on 11 November 
2014 after a short delay due to planning considerations. 

Finance 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government how much 
(a) greenfield and (b) agricultural land that it owns has been used for (i) building and (ii) other 
developments in each of the last 10 years. 

 (S4W-22861) 

Derek Mackay: This information is not recorded. 

Health and Social Care 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what it is doing to 
improve transport links for patients and their families between East Renfrewshire and the Southern 
General Hospital. 

 (S4O-3690) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government is investing £40 million in the new Fastlink scheme which will 
see, for the first time, direct transport from three main sites in the city centre (Buchanan Bus Station, 
Queen Street and Central Station) to the South Glasgow University Hospital campus. NHS Greater 
Glasgow and Clyde are also investing a further £5.2 million as part of a detailed travel plan, which will 
improve accessibility to the new South Glasgow University Hospital campus. Improved public transport 
routes, traffic controls in the surrounding area and upgrading works to the local road network are all 
being implemented. 

NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde recognises that public transport connections are crucial and that is 
why it is working closely with Strathclyde Partnership for Transport (SPT) to ensure that investment is 
targeted at communities where there is currently poorer public transport links. As well as the new 
Fastlink service, the board recognises that a bus service is key to improving access to the site from 
South Glasgow and East Renfrewshire and intends to commission a new version of an existing bus 
service to continue directly into the site when the new hospital opens. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for 
what reason it has provided dental practices with defibrillators and washer/disinfectors free of charge 
without any remission for the level of NHS commitment. 



 (S4W-22873) 

Michael Matheson: The equipment was limited to those practices with NHS activity and both 
defibrillators and washer/disinfectors were procured centrally for the Scottish Government through 
NHS National Services Scotland. These procurement exercises were able to secure sufficient 
numbers of defibrillators and washer/disinfectors to ensure that those practices without these items, 
and with some degree of NHS involvement, were able to benefit. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
progress it has made since the introduction of the Scottish Strategy for Autism. 

 (S4W-22913) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government launched the Scottish Strategy for Autism in 
November 2011 and announced an investment of £13.4 million over four years to improve autism 
services, and access to those services. 

This is a 10 year strategy and much has been achieved in the first three years. Key highlights 
include: 

£4.8 million funding to an Autism Development Fund which has supported local and national 
organisations to deliver local autism services on the ground. 53 organisations across Scotland – 
ranging from local autism support groups to third sector organisations – have benefited from the fund. 

£1.12 million funding to local authorities to develop local autism strategies and associated action plans 
to improve local autism service provision. An autism coordination team has been appointed to support 
local authorities to implement their autism strategies and associated action plans. 

Publication of Menu of Interventions – a guide to supports available for people with autism and their 
families. The guide has been rolled out across Scotland through a series of road shows throughout the 
year. 

A network of One Stop Shops across Scotland that provide autism support services that are tailored to 
local need, including advocacy and sign-posting. 

A new training and education framework, developed by NHS Education for Scotland, to raise 
awareness of and build capacity in autism within mainstream services. 

An Autism Toolbox to help teachers and educational support staff to meet the needs of children with 
autism. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much funding it has provided to (a) local authorities and (b) the NHS in the last four years to assist in 
providing services for people with autism. 

 (S4W-22914) 

Michael Matheson: Whilst the Scottish Government provides funding to local authorities and NHS 
boards, it is up to local authorities and NHS boards to deliver services and allocate resources 
according to local pressures and priorities. We therefore do not hold information on how services have 
used that funding to assist in providing services to people with autism. 

However, in November 2011 the Scottish Government launched the Scottish Strategy for Autism 
and announced an investment of £13.4 million over four years to improve autism services. 

The strategy supports several wide-ranging initiatives to increase available support to people with 
autism. Key highlights include:  

£4.8 million to an Autism Development Fund supporting 53 local and national organisations across 
Scotland to deliver local autism services on the ground, including £1.15 million to local authorities and 
£98,000 to NHS boards. 

£1.12 million to local authorities to develop and publish local autism strategies and associated action 
plans to improve local autism service provision. 



£2.1 million to One Stop Shops across Scotland to provide autism support services that are tailored to 
support local statutory services. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much the NHS has spent in the last four years on delivering specialist autism care. 

 (S4W-22915) 

Michael Matheson: Whilst the Scottish Government provides funding to NHS boards, it is up to the 
boards to deliver services and allocate resources according to local pressures and priorities. 

We do not centrally hold information regarding how boards have used that funding to assist in 
providing services to people with autism. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government, further to 
the answer to question S4W-14009 by Michael Matheson on 18 April 2013, whether it will provide an 
update on the European Food Safety Authority’s review of caffeine risk. 

 (S4W-23001) 

Michael Matheson: The European Food Safety Authority’s (EFSA) opinion on the safety 
assessment of caffeine is now expected to be published in April 2015. EFSA intend to undertake a 
public consultation on their draft opinion in the next few months and details will be available on the 
EFSA website in due course. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what advice 
it has sought regarding the potential health risks of combined energy drink and alcohol consumption. 

 (S4W-23002) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government asked the Food Standards Agency in Scotland 
(FSAS) to carry out a review of the current international evidence on the effects of mixing alcohol and 
caffeine on health and behaviour in 2010. Advice from the FSAS concluded that the majority of studies 
from the available literature on caffeine and alcohol suggest that caffeine would not exacerbate the 
adverse effects of alcohol. The FSAS continues to monitor any new emerging scientific evidence in this 
area. 

Further, the Committee on Toxicity advised in 2012 that the current balance of evidence does not 
support a harmful toxicological or behavioural interaction between caffeine and alcohol. 

The Scottish Government is aware that the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) is currently 
reviewing the existing scientific data on the potential link between caffeine intakes from all sources, 
including in combination with alcohol, and possible adverse health effects. This work is expected to be 
completed by April 2015 and we will be considering it in detail. EFSA intends to undertake a public 
consultation on its draft opinion in the next few months and details will be available on the EFSA 
website in due course. 

We have consistently said that we will keep an open mind on this issue and should sufficient 
evidence be brought forward, we remain open to act upon it. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
position is on whether the Food Standards Agency in Scotland should have the power to introduce 
limits on the sale of caffeinated energy drinks to children. 

 (S4W-23003) 

Michael Matheson: Restricting the sale of food and drink in Scotland is not a matter for the Food 
Standards Agency in Scotland. The agency provides advice on food safety and standards; it is for 
ministers or other public bodies to take action accordingly. 

 



Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what consideration it has given to accelerating the shingles catch-up programme 
for all eligible 70 to 79-year-olds. 

 (S4W-23012) 

Michael Matheson: The Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation reviewed all the 
available medical, epidemiological and economic evidence as well as vaccine safety and 
recommended a universal herpes zoster vaccination programme for adults aged 70 years up to and 
including 79 years to commence in September 2013. 

The Scottish Government announced that there would be a routine programme for  
70-year-olds, and a catch-up for those aged 79 years in 2013. The current programme includes 
vaccination of 70 year olds as routine, with catch-up cohorts of 78 and 79 year olds. 

A decision has still to be taken for the programme next year, but this will include  
70-year-olds, as well as a minimum of one catch-up cohort. Once a decision has been made the 
programme will be announced through a Chief Medical Officer letter early in 2015. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what the cost of the around 600 hospital admissions for shingles and 
postherpetic neuralgia has been in each of the last three years. 

 (S4W-23013) 

Michael Matheson: This information is not held centrally. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what steps it has taken to ensure that all eligible 70 to 79-year-olds are aware 
that they are entitled to be vaccinated against shingles and whether it would consider a public 
awareness campaign. 

 (S4W-23014) 

Michael Matheson: Those eligible for the shingles vaccine receive a letter from their GP practice 
inviting them to attend for immunisation. GPs can if they wish offer the shingles vaccination at the 
same time as the seasonal flu vaccine. 

In 2013, following feedback from members of the target audience, a poster and leaflet were 
developed to support the introduction of the shingles vaccine in Scotland. As well as providing the key 
messages about the vaccine, the leaflet and poster provide details of the NHS inform helpline should 
members of the public want to phone up to find out more about the vaccine/how to access it. The offer 
of the vaccine also has a dedicated section on the national immunisation website:  
www.immunisationscotland.org.uk/shingles 

Copies of the materials are distributed to all GP practices in Scotland, along with a link to a template 
letter to help GP practices call up their eligible patients.  

The Scottish immunisation programme coordination group monitors uptake of this vaccine and will 
consider further publicity if required. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much of the £40 million primary care development fund that was announced on 4 November 2014 will 
be allocated to primary care providers in each (a) NHS board and (b) local authority area. 

 (S4W-23017) 

Alex Neil: The precise allocation of this funding will be announced in due course. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what criteria it used to identify the primary care providers that will receive funding from the £40 million 
primary care development fund that was announced on 4 November 2014. 

http://www.immunisationscotland.org.uk/shingles


 (S4W-23018) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-23017 on 13 November 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/39875.aspx 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many (a) child and (b) adult psychiatric inpatient care places there are, 
broken down by NHS board. 

 (S4W-23045) 

Michael Matheson: The following table shows the average number of a) child and adolescent beds 
and b) adult psychiatric inpatient beds available by NHS board. 

Average available staffed beds broken down by NHS board -
financial year ending 31 March 2014 

(a) Child and Adolescent 
Mental Health Services 

Scotland 46 

Greater Glasgow and Clyde 27 

Highland 1 

Lothian 12 

Tayside 6 

(b) Adult Psychiatry Scotland 4334 

Ayrshire and Arran 290 

Borders 69 

Dumfries and Galloway 105 

Fife 330 

Forth Valley 224 

Grampian 411 

Greater Glasgow and Clyde 1167 

Highland 198 

Lanarkshire 478 

Lothian 654 

Tayside 390 

Western Isles 19 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many (a) children and (b) adults requiring a psychiatric inpatient care place 
have been sent to other parts of the UK for treatment in each year since 1999, broken down by the 
NHS board area in which they reside. 

 (S4W-23047) 

Michael Matheson: Placements are arranged by individual NHS boards or local authorities. This 
information is not held centrally. 

Learning and Justice 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how much money will be saved when Dingwall Court closes in January 2015 
and what future plans it has for the building. 

 (S4W-22954) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/39875.aspx


Kenny MacAskill: This question relates to operational matters that are the responsibility of the 
Scottish Court Service (SCS) corporate body. The question has been passed to the Chief Executive of 
the SCS who will reply in writing within 20 days.  

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it has 
considered the policy advice in The Employment Journey: A Fresh Perspective to Employment in 
Scotland. 

 (S4W-22959) 

Angela Constance: The Scottish Government has just recently received a copy of The Employment 
Journey: A Fresh Perspective to Employment in Scotland. The report and the recommendations within 
it will be considered as part of our refresh of our youth employment strategy. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking that will help address the recommendations in The Employment Journey: A Fresh Perspective 
to Employment in Scotland. 

 (S4W-22960) 

Angela Constance: The Scottish Government has just recently received a copy of The Employment 
Journey: A Fresh Perspective to Employment in Scotland. The report and the recommendations within 
it will be considered as part of our refresh of our youth employment strategy. 

 

Fiona McLeod (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what statutory duties local authorities have regarding how school mergers can impact on 
pupils' health and safety when travelling to school. 

 (S4W-22979) 

Alasdair Allan: The statutory responsibility for the provision of education in Scotland rests with local 
authorities, including changes to their school estate such as school closures or mergers and 
consideration of any impact of the change on pupils’ journeys to school. 

Local authorities have a duty to make arrangements as they consider necessary for the transport 
between home and school of pupils residing and attending schools in their area. All authorities provide 
free school transport for pupils living more than the statutory walking distance from the school that is 
identified as the nearest suitable school, which is defined as two miles for children under the age of 
eight and three miles for those aged eight and over. In considering these arrangements, authorities 
are required to have regard to the safety of the pupil. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government for what reason music instructors in school are paid less than classroom 
teachers. 

 (S4W-22997) 

Alasdair Allan: Pay and conditions of service for instrumental music instructors are matters for the 
Scottish Negotiating Committee for Teachers to determine. 

There are separate arrangements in place for instrumental music instructors due to the fact that they 
do not undertake the full range of duties required of fully registered teachers. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government which of the recommendations from the June 2013 report, Instrumental Music 
Tuition in Scotland, have been implemented and which remain to be addressed. 

 (S4W-23000) 

Alasdair Allan: Four recommendations from the June 2013 report have already been implemented 
as follows: 



Recommendation 1 – National Vision Statement – this was adopted on 29 October 2014 as: ‘Music: 
Enhancing Learning, Enriching Living’;  

Recommendation 5 – charges for instrumental music tuition for pupils sitting SQA music exams have 
been rescinded;  

Recommendation 17 – an instrumental music implementation group was set up on 28 November 
2013;  

Recommendation 16a) – a national music conference was held on 26 February 2014; and 

Recommendation 16b) – a statement on instrumental music tuition has been included in Education 
Scotland’s report of inspection findings for schools since September 2013. 

The remaining 13 recommendations are being addressed and taken forward. Of these there has 
been substantial progress on the following seven as follows: 

The review of charging policies (recommendation 3);  

Improvements for pupils with additional support needs (recommendation 4);  

Audit of provision and repairers apprenticeship scheme (recommendation 7);  

A user guide (recommendation 8); 

Youth Music Initiative clarification (recommendation 10);  

Benchmark framework (recommendation 14) and new guidelines for heads of Instrumental Teaching 
Scotland (recommendation 15). 

Further information can be found at:  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Education/Schools/curriculum/InstrumentalMusic/InstrumentalMusi
cImplementationGroup  

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it was 
represented at the Remembrance Day ceremony at the Cenotaph in London and, if so, who attended. 

 (S4W-23082) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government is not invited to the Remembrance Day ceremony at the 
Cenotaph in London, which is arranged by the UK Government’s Department of Culture, Media & 
Sport in consultation with the Royal Household. Members of the UK Cabinet, opposition party leaders, 
former Prime Ministers, certain other ministers and the Mayor of London are invited to attend the 
ceremony. Representatives of the Armed Forces, Merchant Air and Navy and Fishing Fleets, 
members of faith communities and High Commissioners from Commonwealth countries also attend 
and lay wreaths. This is the usual arrangement, which has been in place for many years, including 
under previous administrations. 

The Scottish Government was represented at a wide range of commemorative events across 
Scotland on Remembrance Sunday. The First Minister laid a wreath at the newly refurbished war 
memorial in Peebles on Friday. On Remembrance Sunday he participated in a parade, laid a wreath 
and attended Scotland’s national Remembrance Service at St Giles’ Cathedral in Edinburgh. 

The Deputy First Minister Nicola Sturgeon attended a Remembrance service at Glasgow City 
Chambers on Sunday. 

Culture and External Affairs Secretary Fiona Hyslop, who oversees the Scottish commemorations of 
the centenary of the First World War, laid wreaths at Remembrance services in Linlithgow and 
Bathgate. 

Finance Secretary John Swinney attended a Remembrance service in Blairgowrie. 

Health Secretary Alex Neil participated in a Remembrance service in Airdrie. 

Education Secretary Mike Russell attended a Remembrance parade in Bute. 

Shona Robison, Cabinet Secretary for Commonwealth Games, Sport, Equalities and Pensioners’ 
Rights laid wreaths at two Remembrance events in Dundee. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Education/Schools/curriculum/InstrumentalMusic/InstrumentalMusicImplementationGroup
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Education/Schools/curriculum/InstrumentalMusic/InstrumentalMusicImplementationGroup


Angela Constance, Cabinet Secretary for Training, Youth and Women’s Employment took part in a 
Remembrance parade in Livingston. 

Justice Secretary Kenny MacAskill attended the annual opening ceremony of Legion Scotland’s 
Garden of Remembrance at the Scott Monument in Princes Street Gardens on Monday 3 November 
2014, and attended the Erskine Home Remembrance Service in Gilmerton on Remembrance Sunday. 
He also participated in an event to commemorate the centenary of the First World War at Portobello 
High School.  

Environment Secretary Richard Lochhead attended a Remembrance service in Forres.  

I attended Remembrance services in Dunblane and Bridge of Allan on Remembrance Sunday. On 
10 November 2014 I was in Alloa to unveil a plaque at Lornshill Academy’s Remembrance Garden for 
the First World War. On 11 November 2014 I also unveiled a plaque to commemorate the First and 
Second World Wars at Glasgow Central Station. 

Other Scottish Ministers attended Remembrance events in Irvine, Dundee, Inverness, Renfrew, 
Crieff, Hawick, Eyemouth, Falkirk, Denny and Bonnybridge. 

The Permanent Secretary, Sir Peter Housden, led the Scottish Government’s annual Remembrance 
Sunday service on 9 November 2014 at St Andrew’s House in Edinburgh. A two minute silence was 
also observed at Scottish Government buildings on 11 November 2014 at 11 a.m. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Claudia Beamish (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it 
supports Creative Scotland in supporting talent and diversity among the arts and creative industries in 
South Scotland. 

 (S4O-3691) 

Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government will provide over £48 million in core and  
ring-fenced funding to Creative Scotland in the 2015-16 budget for support for the arts, screen and 
creative industries across Scotland. 

Funding decisions about individual projects are a matter for Creative Scotland. 

Creative Scotland recently announced regular funding support for organisations in South Scotland 
including Ayr Gaiety, The Stove Network, Wigtown Festival Company and Catherine Wheels Theatre 
Company. 

Transport Scotland 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it supports the dualling of the A90 between Ellon and Peterhead and, if 
so, when it will take place. 

 (S4W-23009) 

Keith Brown: We recognise that the A90 north of Aberdeen is an important route for businesses 
along the north east coast and Transport Scotland has been working with Nestrans as they develop a 
brief for the ‘Energetica corridor - all modes study’ which will consider the problems, opportunities and 
options for the strategic transport connections from Fraserburgh and Peterhead to Aberdeen. A 
consultant team has now been appointed by Nestrans to take the study forward, and we will continue 
to work with the client group as work progresses. 

The Scottish Government is already delivering the dualled upgrade of the A90 between Balmedie 
and Tipperty along with the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route which will improve safety and cut 
congestion for road users and local communities. 

Quite rightly our current focus is on ensuring that these existing projects currently underway for the 
north east are delivered to the revised timeline and budget, and we are seeking to accelerate these 
deadlines where possible. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what assessment it has made of the potential benefit to the local economy of the 
dualling of the A90 between Ellon and Peterhead. 



 (S4W-23011) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-23009 on 13 November 2014 
which is available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what discussions 
it has had with First TransPennine Express regarding how the proposed timetable changes to its 
services in Scotland might impact on Motherwell station. 

 (S4W-23043) 

Keith Brown: We have had no direct discussion with First TransPennine Express on this issue. 

However, we have raised the issue with First TransPennine Express. The company has explained 
that its proposed changes to the December 2014 timetable deliver enhanced journey times between 
Glasgow and Manchester. Further to that, other operators will provide alternative re-timed services 
between Glasgow and Motherwell in the evening peak. 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what discussions 
it has had with the Office of Rail Regulation regarding First TransPennine Express's proposed 
timetable changes to its services in Scotland. 

 (S4W-23044) 

Keith Brown: We have had no discussion with the Office of Rail Regulation regarding First 
TransPennine Express’s proposed changes to its services in Scotland in December 2014. 

The changes proposed do not constitute a track access conflict between First TransPennine 
Express and ScotRail. 

Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body 

Cameron Buchanan (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Parliamentary Corporate Body what building and maintenance projects it plans for 2014-15 and 2015-
16 and what the projected costs are. 

(S4O-03661) 

Linda Fabiani MSP (on behalf of the Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body): The Scottish 

Parliamentary Corporate Body (SPCB) plans to spend in the region of £3.2 million on maintenance 

and building related projects in 2014-15. These are either maintenance and asset replacement 

projects (from the SPCB’s long term maintenance plan) or emerging building needs.  

Figures for 2015-16 will be available following review by the Finance Committee on 26 November 

2014. 
 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Labour): To ask the Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body, 
in light of recent events at other parliaments, whether it plans to carry out a security assessment of the 
campus. 

(S4O-03662) 

David Stewart (on behalf of the Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body): Reviews of the 

security arrangements at the Parliament estate are carried out on a regular basis including the 

parliamentary infrastructure, security policies, issuing of passes, policing response and a security 

education programme. These are in line with the advice received from the security services.   

 

 
 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx

