
Tuesday 11 November 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what steps it has taken to ensure that directive 2011/7/EU, on enabling late payment in commercial 
transactions, is followed by all public sector bodies and is a requirement for any business tendering for 
government contracts. 

 (S4W-22790) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government is committed to encouraging prompt payment of 
commercial debt. The Scottish Government implemented directive 2011/7/EU on combating late 
payment in commercial transactions through the Late Payment of Commercial Debts (Scotland) 
Regulations 2013 which strengthened and revised the Late Payment of Commercial Debts (Interest) 
Act 1998. This legislation requires public authorities to pay commercial debts within 30 days. The 
Scottish Procurement Policy Handbook also separately confirms that public bodies are bound by that 
late payment legislation. The policy handbook applies to all Scottish contracting authorities governed 
by public law. Compliance with it is expected to feature prominently in any audit scrutiny. A standard 
‘prompt payment’ clause was also introduced for all Scottish Government contracts in 2009, which 
specifies that valid invoices must be paid within 30 days of receipt at all stages of the supply chain 
relating to the contract. 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what its strategy is for promoting and developing tourism in 
the Scottish Borders. 

 (S4W-22938) 

Fergus Ewing: The Government Economic Strategy identifies tourism as a growth sector. The 
Scottish Government is assisting public bodies to support tourism via the industry-led Scottish Tourism 
Alliance ‘Tourism Strategy 2020’ by way of joined up working between the public agencies, especially 
(in the Scottish Borders) VisitScotland, Scottish Enterprise, Scottish Development International, and 
the relevant local authority. 

29 Homecoming 2014 events have taken place in the Scottish Borders, four of which have received 
funding of £112,000 in total. The breakdown of funding is: 

Melrose Sevens £20,000 

Return to the Ridings £37,000 

TweedLove Bike Festival £35,000 

Borders Book Festival £20,000 

Total £112,000 

VisitScotland promotes the Scottish Borders to millions of consumers through the national 
visitscotland.com website, with over 700 Scottish Borders business listings and a wealth of information 
and inspiration on what to see and do in the region. VisitScotland also operates five VisitScotland 
Information Centres in the Scottish Borders, at Hawick, Melrose, Peebles, Jedburgh and Kelso with 
two further Information Points in Partnership in Eyemouth and Selkirk. 

The VisitScotland Growth Fund has to date supported two projects within the Scottish Borders, one 
of which was a national campaign through Scottish Racing promoting Kelso Racecourse and the other 
the Jedburgh Events Forum. VisitScotland’s Conference Bid Fund supported the Scottish Borders to 
secure the Developing Mountain Biking in Scotland conference 2014, to be hosted at Peebles Hydro 
Hotel from 11-13 November 2014.  

EventScotland holds regular strategic meetings with Scottish Borders Council to discuss event 
strategy, as well as meeting on a project basis to discuss specific events. EventScotland has invested 
almost £790,000 in events taking place in the Scottish Borders over the last three years.  

 



Name of Event Start date End date 
Amount of 

EventScotland 
Funding 

Melrose Sevens 08-04-2011 09-04-2011 15,000.00 

TweedLove Bike Week 11-06-2011 19-06-2011 12,500.00 

Traquair Fair 06-08-2011 07-08-2011 5,637.00 

Floors Massed Pipe Band Day 28-08-2011 28-08-2011 4,000.00 

Doors Open Days* 03-09-2011 30-09-2011 13,500.00 

Tour of Britain 11-09-2011 11-09-2011 100,000.00 

Count Us In 27-10-2011 27-10-2011 8,630.99 

Melrose Sevens 14-04-2012 14-04-2012 20,000.00 

Traquair Shakespeare Festival 26-05-2012 27-05-2012 4,000.00 

TweedLove Bike Festival 26-05-2012 05-06-2012 15,000.00 

iXS Downhill Cup Innerleithen 16-06-2012 17-06-2012 9,900.00 

Tour of Britain 11-09-2012 11-09-2012 105,000.00 

Scottish Ploughing Championships 27-10-2012 28-10-2012 4,000.00 

Melrose Sevens 13-04-2013 13-04-2013 20,000.00 

Tour o' the Borders 14-04-2013 14-04-2013 8,000.00 

Tweedlove Bike Festival 24-05-2013 02-06-2013 15,000.00 

Traquair Medieval Fayre 25-05-2013 26-05-2013 4,500.00 

Jim Clark Rally 31-05-2013 02-06-2013 8,000.00 

Dancing Dreams 01-06-2013 31-08-2013 10,000.00 

Border Union Show 26-07-2013 27-07-2013 10,000.00 

Traquair Fair 27-07-2013 28-07-2013 8,800.00 

Tour of Britain 15-09-2013 15-09-2013 100,000.00 

Scotland Sings* 29-11-2013 01-12-2013 6,000.00 

Melrose Sevens 11-04-2014 12-04-2014 20,000.00 

TweedLove Bike Festival 24-05-2014 08-06-2014 35,000.00 

Return to the Ridings 01-06-2014 08-08-2014 37,000.00 

Borders Book Festival 12-06-2014 15-06-2014 20,000.00 

Haka Hawick 18-06-2014 18-06-2014 10,000.00 

Generation* 26-06-2014 31-10-2014 150,000.00 

Tour o' the Borders 10-08-2014 10-08-2014 10,000.00 

Total   £789,467.99 

*denotes that the event occurs across more than one local authority and the value is therefore divided 
accordingly (i.e. if an event spans two local authorities, the total award is divided by two). 

Scottish Enterprise continues to work closely with partners to develop and promote the tourism 
offering across the Scottish Borders in specific key projects that have both Scottish Borders and 
Scotland–wide economic impacts. As well as the redevelopment of the world renowned Abbotsford 
House (the former home of Sir Walter Scott in the Scottish Borders) Scottish Enterprise has been 
working with a number of partners developing mountain biking across the South of Scotland and has 
supported the establishment of the Mountain Bike Centre of Scotland, launched in the summer of 
2014 at Glentress.  

Trains will be operational on the Borders Railway from 6 September 2015 which will have 30 miles 
of new track running between ten stations, seven of them new, connecting Edinburgh Waverley 
through Midlothian to the Scottish Borders. Infrastructure works at and around the new stations are 
connecting passengers to towns and transport infrastructure and services, notably at the new 
Galashiels bus-train interchange. 

The line brings real opportunity for tourism and other economic development to communities 
throughout the Scottish Borders and Midlothian and on 20 August 2014 the First Minister announced a 
feasibility study, led by Scottish Enterprise in partnership with VisitScotland, Scottish Borders Council 



and Transport Scotland, which will look at how the Borders Railway will transform the tourism potential 
of the region. 

Health and Social Care 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, if 
Scotland decided to separate from the UK, and Scotland or the rest of the UK were not members of 
the EU, what entitlement would there be to medical and welfare services for citizens of the rest of the 
UK who (a) visited and (b) came to live in Scotland. 

 (S4W-22476) 

Alex Neil: The outcome of the referendum means that Scotland will remain part of the United 
Kingdom. The greatest risk to access to medical services arises from the proposed referendum on EU 
membership, which could affect access to European healthcare arrangements for any UK citizen 
travelling to or residing in other European Economic Area countries. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, if 
Scotland decided to separate from the UK, and Scotland or the rest of the UK were not members of 
the EU, what entitlement would there be to medical and welfare services for Scottish citizens who (a) 
visited and (b) came to live in the rest of the UK. 

 (S4W-22477) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-22476 on 11 November 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when representatives of the Scottish Government first discussed the possible resignation of Bill 
Howatson as chairman of the board of NHS Grampian and who was involved in those discussions. 

 (S4W-22851) 

Alex Neil: I informed Paul Gray, Director-General of Health and Social Care Directorates and Chief 
Executive of NHS Scotland, shortly after he received Bill Howatson’s letter of resignation on 14 
October 2014. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when the (a) Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing and (b) First Minister first became aware of 
the possible resignation of Bill Howatson as chairman of the board of NHS Grampian. 

 (S4W-22852) 

Alex Neil: I was notified of the resignation of Bill Howatson as chairman of the board of NHS 
Grampian when I received his resignation letter by email on 14 October 2014. The First Minister was 
made aware shortly after. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government how 
far it considers reasonable for a cancer patient to travel to receive chemotherapy services. 

 (S4W-22856) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government would expect local health boards to take all appropriate steps 
to ensure that people can receive the support and care they need, wherever they wish to receive it. 

With this in mind, it is important to note that it is for health boards to plan and prioritise the delivery of 
healthcare services based on the needs of local people and as informed by national policies, 
frameworks and guidelines, with patient safety being of paramount concern. Given the complexity of 
the treatment of some cancers not all treatments are available outside of the five cancer centres in 
Scotland. This means that, in some cases, travel will be essential. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
criteria it considers an NHS board should use when deciding which hospitals will offer outreach 
chemotherapy services. 

 (S4W-22857) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government expects health boards to plan and prioritise the delivery of 
healthcare services, including outreach chemotherapy services, based on the needs of local people 
and as informed by national policies, frameworks and guidelines, with patient safety being of 
paramount concern. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
its position is on the delivery of chemotherapy services by hospitals with areas of significant 
deprivation in their catchment areas. 

 (S4W-22858) 

Alex Neil: It is for health boards to plan and prioritise the delivery of healthcare services based on 
the needs of local people, including the consideration of local socio-economic conditions, taking into 
account national policies, frameworks and guidelines, with patient safety being of paramount concern. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will use the experience of the delivery of more chemotherapy services to local communities 
by NHS Orkney as a template for services in other communities to reduce the travel time and burden 
for cancer patients. 

 (S4W-22859) 

Alex Neil: We fully expect health boards to share good practice and learn from each other in order 
to improve cancer services and outcomes in Scotland. However, it is for health boards to plan and 
prioritise the delivery of healthcare services based on the needs of local people and as informed by 
national policies, frameworks and guidelines, with patient safety being of paramount concern. 

It is worth noting that the service provided by NHS Orkney is only one example of rural 
chemotherapy services being provided in Scotland, with others being Western Isles Hospital and the 
community hospital in Lochgilphead. These services are developed and supported to facilitate access 
to simple and safe cancer treatments for the local communities. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the eligibility criteria is for medicines to be funded by the New Medicines Fund. 

 (S4W-22884) 

Alex Neil: The New Medicines Fund provides additional support to NHS boards for the cost of 
medicines approved under the new process implemented by the Scottish Medicines Consortium in line 
with the Task and Finish Group report provided to me and published by the Health and Sport 
Committee and related individual and group patient treatment requests. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether medicines approved by the Scottish Medicines Consortium will be eligible for funding by the 
New Medicines Fund. 

 (S4W-22885) 

Alex Neil: Yes, the expansion of the previous funding commitment means that the New Medicines 
Fund provides additional support to NHS boards for the cost of medicines approved under the new 
process implemented by the Scottish Medicines Consortium in line with the Task and Finish Group 
report provided to me and published by the Health and Sport Committee. 

 



Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
proportion of the New Medicines Fund will be funded by the pharmaceutical industry rebate payment 
made through the Pharmaceutical Price Regulation Scheme. 

 (S4W-22886) 

Alex Neil: The total £40 million commitment to the New Medicines Fund in 2014-15 is funded from 
Pharmaceutical Price Regulation Scheme payments. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the 
discharge rates for maternity units have been in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-22893) 

Alex Neil: The total number of maternity discharges from hospitals, including women discharged 
after delivery, and all antenatal and postnatal discharges. 

 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13p 
All discharges 128,492 124,604 121,303 123,025 118,607 

Notes: 
1. Excludes home births and births at non-NHS hospitals 
2. A mother is counted once when a multiple birth occurs 
3. Includes live and stillbirths 
p = provisional 
Source: SMR02, Information Services Division, October 2014 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
women have given birth in wards other than maternity units in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-22894) 

Alex Neil: This information is not held centrally. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what training 
opportunities there are for midwives to gain specialist experience in bereavement care. 

 (S4W-22895) 

Alex Neil: There are a number of ways in which midwives gain knowledge and training in 
bereavement care. There is considerable input on this topic in the pre-registration midwifery 
programmes at all three higher education institutions in Scotland. 

Post-registration, there are a number of approaches to continuing professional development and 
education in this area open to all midwives, including a range of interactive workbooks, a suite of e-
learning resources provided by The Scottish Grief and Bereavement Hub and regular conferences and 
specialist training by the Stillbirth and Neonatal Death Society. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what assessment 
it has made of the impact on recruitment and training of the closure of the Glasgow Caledonian, 
Dundee and Stirling midwifery schools. 

 (S4W-22896) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government works closely with stakeholders to ensure an appropriate 
supply of registered midwives to meet future workforce requirements and to ensure a sustainable 
model of pre-registration and post-registration midwifery education provision. 

The pre-registration midwifery programme provision across all Scottish universities is reviewed 
annually as part of the intake modelling, funding and performance management processes. This has 
allowed ongoing review of programme delivery, recruitment, progression and completion on all 
programmes.  

To support the transition process, Scottish Government provided funding to all three remaining 
midwifery schools.  



Reviewing the impact, NHS Education for Scotland annual data demonstrates a strong and 
sustained pattern of recruitment, progression and completion at the three remaining providers and an 
appropriate level of support to any students remaining on programmes at the three other institutions. 

 


