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SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Learning and Justice 

 Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what consultation it 
will undertake before deciding whether its publication, Higher Education Student Support in Scotland, 
should continue to have National Statistics accreditation. 

Holding answer issued: 7 November 2014 (S4W-22829) 

Michael Russell: The Higher Education Student Support in Scotland publication is now produced by 
the Student Award Agency for Scotland (SAAS). 

SAAS contacted the UK Statistics Authority to confirm the retention of the National Statistics 
designation given responsibility for the publication was transferring from the Scottish Government to 
SAAS. The UK Statistics Authority confirmed that the publication should retain its National Statistics 
designation. It is, of course, the case that all National Statistics products are routinely assessed and, 
where appropriate, consulted upon. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether all ferries 
operated by Shetland Line (1984) Limited as part of the contract for freight services to the Northern 
Isles already comply with the limits relating to the sulphur dioxide content of marine fuel contained in 
the regulations due to come into effect on 1 January 2015. 

 (S4W-22931) 

Keith Brown: The six year freight contract between Scottish Ministers and Shetland Line (1984) 
Limited commenced on 31 May 2008 and expired on 30 May 2014.  

The service now being provided by Shetland Line (1984) Limited is now a fully commercial 
operation. As such they are solely responsible for complying with the regulations due to come into 
effect on 1 January 2015. 

 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what steps it has 
taken in response to the increase in domestic rape cases reported to police from 197 in 2012-13 to 
357 in 2013-14. 

 (S4W-22949) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government is committed to further strengthening the justice 
system’s response to tackling crimes of rape and all forms of sexual and domestic violence. The 
Scottish Government has strengthened the law against sex crimes by bringing in the Sexual Offences 
(Scotland) Act 2009. 

Since its establishment in 2013, Police Scotland has improved the investigation of rape and other 
sexual crimes, setting up a new National Rape Task Force and Rape and Sexual Crime External 
Advisory Group. The rollout of the Domestic Abuse Taskforce (DATF) across Scotland has resulted in 
a number of historical victims (of domestic rape) being traced and reporting it, as a result of having 
confidence in the DATF. Victims of previously unreported domestic abuse have also contacted the 
DATF direct to report domestic rape, which demonstrates the confidence victims have in this service. 

Police Scotland is also leading a multi-agency group to pilot a disclosure scheme for domestic abuse 
– often referred to as ‘Clare’s Law’ - which will be launched this month. The Crown Office, under the 
leadership of the Lord Advocate and Solicitor General, has developed a team of expert prosecutors in 
the National Sexual Crimes Unit, which specialises in the investigation and prosecution of serious 
sexual crime across Scotland.  

Scottish Government funding to victims organisations has also increased by 62% from 2007-08 
levels to £34.5 million during 2012-15. This includes funding for Scottish Women's Aid and Rape Crisis 
Scotland. Funding will be maintained at the same level for 2015-16 (£11.5 million) in spite of the 
extreme pressures on the Scottish budget due to Treasury cuts.  



The joint initiative ‘Support to Report’ run by Police Scotland and Rape Crisis Scotland is currently 
operating in Glasgow, East Dunbartonshire and East Renfrew areas. The initiative will better support 
victims through the criminal justice process and is designed to provide an improved service by 
allocating a support worker to victims during the initial stage of making a report to the police.  

Equally Safe, Scotland’s Strategy for Eradicating Violence Against Women and Girls, published in 
June 2014, committed the Scottish Government to working with law enforcement and other 
organisations to explore further options to strengthen the law and justice response to sexual and 
domestic offences, sending a clear message that this criminal and destructive behaviour has no place 
in modern Scotland. 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many 101 non-emergency calls to the police are received on average each month. 

 (S4W-22968) 

Kenny MacAskill: This is a matter for Police Scotland. The Scottish Government does not hold this 
information. 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
considers it appropriate that a private operator should profit from calls to Police Scotland's non-
emergency number. 

 (S4W-22969) 

Kenny MacAskill: The contract and charges for the 101 number were set and are regulated by the 
Home Office. 

There has always been a cost associated with non-emergency calls to the police. The introduction of 
the 101 number has allowed this cost to become consistent across the country, and between landline 
and mobile phone users. In many cases the single, flat rate charge of 15 pence replaces previous 
higher charges. 

 

Graeme Pearson (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
(a) it and (b) Police Scotland plans t o make representations to the Home Office to ask for the cost of 
calling the 101 non-emergency number to be reviewed. 

 (S4W-22970) 

Kenny MacAskill: The contract and charges for the 101 number were set and are regulated by the 
Home Office. 

The Scottish Government currently has no plans to make representations to the Home Office to ask 
for the cost of calling the 101 police non-emergency number to be reviewed. The position of Police 
Scotland is a matter for the Chief Constable. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it 
has had with the (a) Herald and Times Group and (b) NUJ regarding proposals to make posts in 
Glasgow redundant and transfer sub-editing of its titles to Wales and what support it will provide to the 
staff affected. 

 (S4W-22952) 

Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government has recently met the Scottish Organiser of the National 
Union of Journalists, along with other trade union representatives, to discuss a range of matters 
relating to media. In that meeting, the potential redundancies were brought to our attention. The 
Scottish Government stands ready to discuss this further with the Herald and Times Group. In the 
event of redundancies, through the Scottish Government's Partnership Action for Continuing 
Employment (PACE) initiative, we will provide support to those employees who may be affected by 
redundancy. Through providing skills development and employability support, PACE aims to minimise 
the time people, affected by redundancy, are out of work. 



Strategy and External Affairs 

 Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government how much was spent on the Electoral Commission voter registration campaign for the 
independence referendum. 

 (S4W-22974) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The financial memorandum which was published alongside the Scottish 
Independence Referendum Bill estimated that the Electoral Commission would incur expenditure of 
around £2.2 million for discharging its statutory functions in relation to the referendum. This amount 
included an estimate of around £1.8 million for undertaking a public awareness campaign. The final 
amount will be confirmed once all accounts have been settled. The financial memorandum can be 
accessed at: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx and a full 
breakdown of the Electoral Commission’s estimated costs can be found at paragraph 58. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx

