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SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

 Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it is a 
signatory to the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 2006 and, if so, how it 
complies with the provisions of article 33. 

 (S4W-22830) 

Shona Robison: The UK Government ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities (UNCRPD) in 2009 on behalf of all administrations in the UK. The Scottish Government 
Equality Unit is the designated focal point for facilitating and co-ordinating the implementation of the 
UNCRPD in Scotland, for devolved matters. We work closely with the Scottish Human Rights 
Commission and the Equality and Human Rights Commission in Scotland who have been appointed 
by the UK Government to be part of the independent mechanism, with a formal role to monitor 
implementation in Scotland. 

We developed our approach to implementing UNCRPD in partnership with the three national 
disabled people’s organisations, and they are working with us to support the development of our 
disability delivery plan which we intend to publish for consultation at a disability summit in spring 2015. 
We have also provided funding to Inclusion Scotland to enable them to develop a single report from 
disabled people in Scotland to the UN committee.  

In addition, the Independent Living in Scotland project – funded by the Scottish Government – is 
delivering a seminar on the UNCRPD for MSPs in the Scottish Parliament on 14 January 2015. As 
minister with responsibility for equality I will be attending the seminar and providing my assistance to 
secure the participation of other members from across all parties. 

 

 Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government how 
it is supporting local authorities in planning for owner-occupied housing for (a) older and (b) disabled 
people, as set out in paragraph 132 of Scottish Planning Policy. 

 (S4W-22837) 

Ms Margaret Burgess MSP: The Scottish Government provides a framework of housing and 
planning policies, including Scottish Planning Policy and guidance on local housing strategies, to 
support local authorities, who have strategic responsibility for housing within their areas, to determine 
the appropriate mix of new housing. It is therefore for local authorities to decide the type, tenure, size 
and location of new housing for their areas and to take a view on the level of housing required for 
older and disabled people though their Local Development Plans and local housing strategies in 
accordance with national guidance. 

 

 Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what role the private sector has in helping to provide owner-occupied retirement housing. 

 (S4W-22838) 

Margaret Burgess: Many organisations are involved in the delivery of housing and support services 
to older people. These include local authorities which have strategic responsibility for identifying local 
housing need and demand, housing associations, as well as private and voluntary sector providers. 
Age, Home and Community, the national strategy for housing for Scotland’s older people, recognises 
that owner occupancy remains higher among older people than the general population. It is therefore 
important that new housing for sale in Scotland is accessible and adaptable and meets the 
requirements of an aging population. Private developers provide a variety of housing for sale for older 
people from retirement properties (similar to sheltered housing) to assisted living developments akin to 
very sheltered housing. We will continue to work closely with public and private sector housing 
providers to ensure the needs and choices of older people are met, enabling them to live safely and 
independently at home for as long as possible.  



 

 Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
light of the recent statistics suggesting that the number of sheltered and very sheltered homes has 
decreased by 2,000 since 1996 and the expected increase in the number of older people, whether it 
has or will set targets for local authorities to construct owner-occupied retirement housing. 

 (S4W-22839) 

Margaret Burgess: The Scottish Government has a longstanding policy of shifting the balance of 
care by supporting people to remain at home independently for as long as possible, rather than in care 
homes or hospitals. 

We recognise that only a small proportion of older people will live in new build housing but that it is 
important that new housing makes the maximum impact, meeting the needs of an ageing population. 

Scottish Planning Policy requires local authorities to set a housing supply target (HST) within their 
Local Development Plans which is a realistic estimate of the number of houses which will be delivered 
in their areas over the periods of these plans. The HST should also be reflected in the authority’s 
Local Housing Strategy. 

It is for local authorities to determine the appropriate level of housing required for older people within 
the HST based on guidance issued by the Scottish Government including Age, Home and Community: 
A Strategy for Housing for Scotland's Older People: 2012 – 2021, Scottish Planning Policy, housing 
need and demand assessments guidance, local housing strategies guidance and other housing and 
planning policies. 

 

 Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government how 
it will ensure fair application of affordable housing policy for specialised housing for older people, as 
set out in paragraph 129 of Scottish Planning Policy. 

 (S4W-22840) 

Margaret Burgess: It is for local authorities to determine whether developer contributions towards 
affordable housing are required, taking into account the level of affordable housing that can be 
delivered in the current economic climate as part of a viable housing development. 

 

 Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it has set aside money to form a community capacity and resilience fund and, if 
so, how much. 

 (S4W-22847) 

John Swinney: We will be investing £2.5 million over 2014-15 and 2015-16 to build the capacity 
and resilience of communities and local third sector organisations, helping them to respond to the 
worst effects of welfare reform. 

A stakeholder group, formed of a partnership of Scottish Government, community and third sector 
representatives, have worked together to co-design the direction, objectives and delivery of the 
funding. This co-production will continue throughout the planning, delivery and evaluation of the 
funding over 2014-16. 

We are close to finalising the details on the delivery of the funding, and will make these known in 
due course. 

 

 Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how much money it will set aside for community capacity and resilience funding. 

 (S4W-22848) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-22847 on 7 November 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


 

 Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what organisations will be eligible to apply for community capacity and resilience funding. 

 (S4W-22849) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-22847 on 7 November 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

 Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what processes it has put in place for the disbursement of money held in the community 
capacity and resilience fund. 

 (S4W-22850) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-22847 on 7 November 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

Finance 

 Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what funding 
is available in the Scottish Draft Budget 2015-16 for infrastructure that supports active travel.  

 (S4W-22935) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Draft Budget 2015-16 includes funding to build, maintain and promote 
infrastructure for active travel within the following budget lines: 

£25 million in the support for sustainable and active travel budget; and 
£8 million ring fenced funding for cycling, walking and safer streets within the local government 
settlement. 

In addition, a proportion of the £20.25 million for the Future Transport Fund will be allocated to active 
travel infrastructure. Ministers will make an announcement on this in due course. 

Health and Social Care 

 Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many practices affected by the cap on the General Dental Practice Allowance at £80,000 have 
over (a) 75%, (b) 80%, (c) 85%, (d) 90% and (e) 95% of their income from the NHS. 

 (S4W-22866) 

Michael Matheson: The number of practices affected by the cap on the General Dental Practice 
Allowance at £80,000, broken down as requested is: 

(a) over 75% - 1 
(b) over 80% - 4 
(c) over 85% - 9 
(d) over 90% - 14 
(e) over 95% - 25 

 

 Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many (a) practices and (b) NHS patients have been affected by the cap on the General Dental 
Practice Allowance. 

 (S4W-22867) 

Michael Matheson: 60 practices in Scotland have been affected by the cap on the General Dental 
Practice Allowance (GDPA). 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


The cap was one element in a much wider settlement for 2013-14. In the last financial year, 2013-
14, and the current 2014-15 financial year, item of service fees (including capitation) for independent 
dentists have increased by 2.51 per cent and 1.71 per cent respectively. This constitutes a cumulative 
increase of 4.26 per cent. The effect of the cap needs to be seen in the context of a significant award 
for independent dentists. 

We are not aware of any negative impact on NHS patients as a direct result of the GDPA cap. 

 

 Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
for what reason the cap on the General Dental Practice Allowance was not set proportionally for 
practices that were partially or non-committed. 

 (S4W-22869) 

Michael Matheson: The decision to implement a cap on the General Dental Practice Allowance 
(GDPA) was taken as part of a wider settlement for independent dentists providing NHS general 
dental services in Scotland.  

The GDPA pays NHS committed dental practices 12 per cent on top of other fees and allowances. A 
practice can therefore earn £670,000 plus £80,000 in GDPA payments before the cap would come 
into effect. 

 In arriving at the view that the cap on GDPA should fall on larger practices, we have recognised the 
greater likelihood of economies of scale in larger practices. 

Learning and Justice 

 Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it will work 
with COSLA to extend financial support to kinship carers. 

 (S4W-22821) 

Aileen Campbell: I met with Councillor Chapman on 14 October 2014 to discuss the ongoing 
investigation by the Equalities and Human Rights Commission in Scotland into local authorities’ 
policies and payment of allowances to support looked after children in kinship and foster care. We now 
plan to reconvene the kinship care financial review group with a view to completing the review and 
publishing our findings as soon as possible. 

 
Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for what reason it is 

in discussions with the UK Statistics Authority on the continued use of National Statistics accreditation 

for its publication, Higher Education Student Support in Scotland, and whether any other Scottish 

Government publications are subject to similar discussions. 

(S4W-22828) 

Michael Russell: The Higher Education Student Support in Scotland publication is now produced by 

the Student Awards Agency For Scotland (SAAS). Prior to 2014, the Scottish Government published 

the report. SAAS released the 2013-14 publication on 28 October 2014. 

The publication was covered by the UK Statistics Authority assessment of Scottish Government 

Lifelong Learning statistics in December 2010 (Report No. 75) and designated as National Statistics. 

SAAS contacted the UK Statistics Authority to confirm the retention of the National Statistics 

designation given responsibility for the publication was transferring from the Scottish Government to 

SAAS. The UK Statistics Authority confirmed the publication should retain its National Statistics 

designation. 

There are no other publications whose National Statistics status is under discussion following 

transfer of the publication from the Scottish Government to another public body. The Scottish 

Government’s Chief Statistician is responsible for ensuring that all Scottish Government statistical 

publications adhere to high professional standards required by the Code of Practice for Official 

Statistics. Most of the statistics produced and published by the Scottish Government are National 

Statistics. The UK Statistics Authority has an ongoing programme of assessment of statistics, and the 

Scottish Government works closely with them to ensure that National Statistics standards are met. 



Strategy and External Affairs 

 Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the value is 
of the additional funding that it has provided to tackling child poverty and to what areas this will be 
applied. 

 (S4W-22820) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Draft Budget 2015-16 is a budget for fairness and opportunity with a 
clear and decisive focus on tackling inequality and on making Scotland a more prosperous country. 
The scrutiny phase will enable all members of Parliament to feed in views on whether these are the 
right priorities for Scotland. 

Tackling child poverty remains a key commitment for this government and this funding will help us to 
provide additional support for kinship carers, care leavers and looked after children. It will also allow 
us to increase support for the Early Years Collaborative and Raising Attainment for All.  

Further details will be announced in due course. 

Transport Scotland 

 Jim Eadie (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide an update on the progress of the Edinburgh Tram inquiry.  

 (S4W-23041) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Lord Hardie, the Inquiry Chair, is progressing the inquiry with work under way to 
set up inquiry premises and office space, to make contact with potential interested parties and to 
collect documentation. Lord Hardie advises me that the inquiry has not received all of the participation 
it requires. In response to this advice, I have instructed the conversion of the Edinburgh Tram Inquiry 
from a non-statutory to a statutory inquiry under the Inquiries Act 2005. Making the inquiry statutory 
will allow Lord Hardie to compel the production of evidence and the participation of witnesses and 
enable a robust final report to be prepared. Lord Hardie has given me assurances that neither the 
costs nor the amount of time required to run this inquiry will be increased by a change to operating on 
a statutory basis. I continue to attach great importance to an inquiry that is quick, efficient and cost 
effective. 

 

The following question received a holding answer: 

S4W-22829 

 


