
Thursday 6 November 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
framework it uses to ensure that there is a sufficient supply of amenity housing. 

 (S4W-22824) 

Margaret Burgess: It is the responsibility of local authorities to determine these matters based on 
guidance issued by the Scottish Government including Age, Home and Community: A Strategy for 
Housing for Scotland's Older People: 2012 – 2021, housing need and demand assessments guidance, 
local housing strategies and other housing and planning policies. 

Enterprise and Environment 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what steps it has taken to promote the publication of payment records by businesses. 

 (S4W-22791) 

Fergus Ewing: Regulation of the publication of payment records by businesses is reserved to the 
UK Government. A significant improvement in payment practice is required in the UK and I therefore 
welcome the provisions in the UK Government's Small Business, Enterprise and Employment Bill 
which allows regulations to be made to require businesses to report on payment policies and 
practices. It is important that the UK Government introduces strong regulations which will make a 
difference to companies suffering the consequences of late payment of debts and I have written to the 
UK business minister, Matthew Hancock MP, about this. 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many cases of defective title deeds there have been in each year since 1999. 

 (S4W-22803) 

Fergus Ewing: Title to land follows from either the recording of a deed in the Register of Sasines or 
the registration of the title in the Land Register of Scotland. The two registers currently hold around 2.5 
million titles, and the Keeper of the Registers of Scotland keeps both registers. 

A person affected by the registration of a title in the land register following a defective title deed may 
apply to the keeper for rectification of the title. The numbers of applications for rectification in the 
period from 1 April 2012, including applications by such persons, is as follows: 

Period Number of applications 

1 April 2012 to 31 December 2012 549 

1 January 2013 to 31 December 2013 1260 

1 January 2014 to 10 October 2014 1175 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many title deeds have been defective in each year since 1999. 

 (S4W-22804) 

Fergus Ewing: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-22803 on 6 November 2014. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide details of the (a) remit and (b) membership of the West of Scotland Oil and Gas 
Workshop. 

 (S4W-22826) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Fergus Ewing: Scottish Government officials are in discussion with Heriot-Watt University’s School 
of Energy, Geoscience, Infrastructure and Society; the Natural Environment Research Council, and 
the oil and gas industry, regarding the delivery of the West of Scotland Oil and Gas Workshop. 

The workshop will be held in the spring of 2015. This allows for the findings of the UK Government’s 
fiscal review to be announced and for the establishment of the new Oil and Gas Authority to be 
finalised. Both are critical in helping to increase exploration activity. 

Attendees will be confirmed nearer the time, but invitations will be extended to experts in petroleum 
geology from both industry and academia, along with bodies including the Department of Energy and 
Climate Change and the British Geological Survey. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the answer to question S4O-03535 by Angela Constance on 25 September 2014 (Official Report, 
c.4), whether it will confirm how many high-skilled, high-quality jobs will be secured in West Scotland 
as a result of the so-called new oil boom, and what discussions it has had with the UK Government 
regarding this matter. 

 (S4W-22827) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government is committed to maximising the economic recovery of oil 
and gas and ensuring that the total value of the sector is maximised both for the economy and society 
as a whole. 

The sector is facing a number of issues at the moment, not least the unpredictable and uncertain 
fiscal regime that has seen numerous changes over the past decade. I recently wrote to George 
Osborne recommending the findings from the Independent Expert Commission on Oil and Gas as 
evidence for the UK Government fiscal review for the oil and gas sector. 

With exploration at unsustainably low levels, largely due to the UK Government’s unpredictable tax 
regime, the Scottish Government is doing what it can to encourage exploration. 

We announced a West of Scotland Oil and Gas Workshop earlier this year, to be co-hosted with 
Heriot-Watt University’s Institute of Petroleum Engineering. Supporting exploration and recovery will 
ensure that Scotland continues to benefit, not least through the creation of high quality jobs. 

The Scottish Government believes that devolution of the oil and gas fiscal regime would maximise 
the economic return from the sector and we have set out our position in More Powers for the Scottish 
Parliament. 

Recent announcements, including that of Heriot-Watt University’s low-salinity water injection indicate 
that that there is a positive future for oil and gas in Scotland. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the new entrants scheme will be extended into the coming year as part of its new common 
agricultural policy arrangements. 

 (S4W-22846) 

Richard Lochhead: In 2013 I announced funding of £2 million for new entrants. The two year 
scheme saw successful individuals being given an initial payment in October 2013 and a second in 
April 2014. 

From January 2015 Scotland will be implementing a new common agricultural policy, which means 
that the current new entrant scheme will not be needed. Instead current and future new entrants will 
be able to apply to a new national reserve for funding. The ability to top up basic payment values and 
to perform future deductions to replenish the national reserve were major negotiating wins for 
Scotland. It was a vital goal for Scotland that we secured a fair deal for new entrants. 

In addition the new Scottish Rural Development Programme will provide a number of benefits to new 
entrants and young farmers including start up support of up to £55,000 and separate capital support of 
up to £25,000. 



Health and Social Care 

Aileen McLeod (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what support it is giving NHS Dumfries and Galloway to help prepare for winter. 

 (S4O-3660) 

Alex Neil: We have worked closely with all NHS boards to develop winter planning guidance which 
was made available to boards on 23 September 2014. This guidance supports boards so that they 
have robust plans and contingency measures in place to maintain safe and effective services during 
the winter period. 

We provide a range of support to NHS boards, including NHS Dumfries and Galloway, to assist 
them to meet the challenges winter places upon them. For example, we have provided over £480,000 
to NHS Dumfries and Galloway so far (2013-15) under the Unscheduled Care Action Plan to help 
improve A&E performance. In addition the Scottish Government is providing £152,000 to help drive 
reductions in delayed discharges in Dumfries and Galloway ahead of the coming winter. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what steps it is taking to promote the development of networked general practices. 

 (S4W-22778) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-18621 on 12 December 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/39875.aspx 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
its position is on the restoration of an outreach chemotherapy service by Stobhill Hospital. 

 (S4W-22860) 

Alex Neil: It is for health boards to plan and prioritise the delivery of healthcare services based on 
the needs of local people and as informed by national policies, frameworks and guidelines. Patient 
safety is of paramount concern. 

NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde has kept the provision of local chemotherapy services under 
review to ensure they are of the highest quality. This has included specific consideration of the 
provision of outpatient chemotherapy services at Stobhill Hospital. Such services have not been 
provided at Stobhill for over a decade. The health board currently believes that the provision of this 
service would be unsafe and unsustainable but have committed to keeping the position under review. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what progress it 
is making in the implementation of the Everyone Matters: 2020 Workforce Vision. 

 (S4W-22897) 

Alex Neil: Good progress is being made in the implementation of the Everyone Matters: 2020 
Workforce Vision.  

NHS boards have developed local plans to address the actions in the implementation plan 2014-15 
and as an early priority are embedding shared NHSScotland values. At national level all actions are 
being actively progressed and are on track to be delivered in 2014-15 as planned. 

In 2015-16, NHS boards, the Scottish Government and others will build on the work undertaken so 
far, to take forward the actions in the Everyone Matters: 2020 Workforce Vision Implementation Plan 
2015-16 (published on 3 November 2014) with an increased focus on quality improvement and 
leadership. 

Further information on the Everyone Matters: 2020 Workforce Vision and implementation plans is 
available on the website: www.workforcevision.scot.nhs.uk  

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/39875.aspx
http://www.workforcevision.scot.nhs.uk/


Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much the NHS has spent in each of the last four years on procuring drugs, broken down by 
pharmaceutical company. 

 (S4W-22933) 

Alex Neil: The following table provides NHS Scotland level expenditure on drugs for the latest four 
years available. Expenditure broken down by pharmaceutical company is not centrally available. 

NHS drugs expenditure for family health service, community and hospital sectors 

NHS Sector 2009-10 
(outturn) (£) 

2010-11 
(outturn) (£) 

2011-12 
(outturn) (£) 

2012-13 
(outturn) (£) 

Family Health 
Service 

945,637,038 970,843,000 981,642,398 925,282,936 

Hospital  
 

292,962,476 302,877,338 296,067,870 313,928,729 

Community  
 

96,013,009 104,183,396 120,938,380 130,588,354 

Total 
 

1,334,612,523 1,377,903,734 1,398,648,648 1,369,800,019 

Source: Scottish Health Service Costs (known as the Costs Book) 

 

Margaret Mitchell (Central Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how much the NHS spent on overtime payments in each month of 2013, broken 
down by (a) NHS board and (b) speciality. 

 (S4W-22936) 

Alex Neil: Whilst the Scottish Government sets policy for NHSScotland, it is for NHS boards to plan 
and manage services for the benefit of the patients they serve. The information requested is therefore 
not collected centrally and should be sought directly from boards. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government on how 
many occasions the Patient Transport Service has (a) cancelled a patient's journey on the day of their 
medical appointment and (b) failed to notify patients that their journey has been cancelled in (i) 2012-
13 and (ii) 2013-14. 

 (S4W-22950) 

Alex Neil: This is an operational matter for the Scottish Ambulance Service; the information 
requested in not held centrally. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many hospital appointments have been missed as a result of the Patient Transport Service cancelling 
journeys in (a) 2012-13 and (b) 2013-14.   

 (S4W-22951) 

Alex Neil: The information requested is not held centrally. 

 

Aileen McLeod (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what opportunity the integration of health and social care provides to strengthen and promote public 
health. 

 (S4W-23008) 

Michael Matheson: The integration of health and social care will provide a number of specific 
opportunities for us to strengthen public health services in Scotland, with much greater opportunities 
for joined-up working and preventative, person-centred care. I believe that public health work, with its 
strong prevention focus, is one of the most important activities of our health service. The current work 
around obesity, alcohol and tobacco are clear examples of this. We must ensure public health 



services in Scotland continue to work well and that they have the profile they deserve. I have therefore 
asked for a review of public health in Scotland. This review will cover health services, health 
protection, health improvement and health inequalities. It will identify future priorities and challenges, 
and will seek to make recommendations for how best we can respond. I am establishing a group of 
experts to undertake this review and they will report back to me next year. 

Transport Scotland 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what recent 
discussions it has had with train operating companies regarding timetables. 

 (S4O-3659) 

Keith Brown: Transport Scotland has recently met with train operators as part of the regular 
meeting schedules to discuss timetables. 

Those discussions have included both the December 2014 and May 2015 timetable changes. 

 


