
Wednesday 5 November 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
its position is on the recent reports regarding the additional cost in energy prices for people in the 
Highlands and Islands.   

 (S4O-3645) 

Fergus Ewing: The member will have heard my answer to the question S4O-03637 from Dave 
Thompson MSP on this matter but I am happy to respond to any additional points.  

We believe a fairer approach is to permanently remove the cost of delivering the Energy Companies 
Obligation and Warm Home Discount from consumers’ electricity bills to help hard-pressed families, 
rather than the UK Government’s one-off £12 rebate. 

 

Kenneth Gibson (Cunninghame North) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its position is on the chief economist of the Bank of England's comment that the fall 
in real wages since their pre-recession peak is “unprecedented since at least the mid-1800s.” 

 (S4O-3647) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government welcomes the continued economic recovery in Scotland, 
with employment now at a record high level. However, the impact of the recession is still being felt, 
particularly through the continued pressure on real pay growth. In fact, forecasts suggest that it may 
be at least 2016 before wages recover to their pre-recession levels. 

This is why in the Scottish Government Draft Budget 2015-16 we continued to prioritise the pay of 
the lowest earners in Scotland’s public sector, ensuring all workers covered by our pay policy receive 
at least the living wage. Our continued commitment to a no compulsory redundancy policy provides 
employees with economic stability and job security. 

It is also why initiatives such as the core elements of our social wage – the council tax freeze, 
abolition of tuition fees, free prescription charges and eye examinations and extension of our 
investment in early learning and childcare provisions – are vital in helping support household budgets 
at a time of wage and income pressure.  

It is also why it is important that this Parliament gains greater access to key economic powers – 
including the minimum wage – to allow us to do more to create high value jobs and boost prosperity 
across Scotland. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how much Registers of Scotland has spent on IT since April 2014. 

 (S4O-3648) 

John Swinney: Registers of Scotland spent £5.5 million on IT between 1 April 2014 and  
30 September 2014. £4.9 million of this was operational expenditure and £600,000 was capital 
expenditure. Last month, Registers of Scotland successfully launched new digital products through an 
enhanced e-services portal. These will support the implementation of the Land Registration etc. 
(Scotland) Act 2012 on 8 December 2014. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions the Minister for Energy, Enterprise and Tourism has had with EDF regarding its 
application to transport radioactive waste to Hunterston for storage. 

 (S4O-3649) 

Fergus Ewing: This application is a matter for SEPA, who are giving it full consideration, and will 
test its compatibility with Scottish Government policy. 



Finance 

Hanzala Malik (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what impact budget 
reductions in the college sector will have on the Scottish economy. 

 (S4O-3646) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government Draft Budget 2015-16 delivers an increase in college 
funding to £526 million in 2015-16. 

College reform, together with our plans for developing Scotland’s young workforce, means that 
colleges are now more focussed than ever before on supplying our economy with the skills it needs to 
grow. 

Health and Social Care 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when the equivalent in Scotland of the monitoring of general practices by the Care Quality 
Commission will begin; how practices will be selected; who will be responsible for the monitoring, and 
what the reporting mechanism will be. 

 (S4W-22776) 

Alex Neil: There are no current plans to follow NHS England by appointing a GP inspector. 

The Quality and Outcomes Framework (QOF) rewards contractors for the provision of quality care 
and helps to standardise improvements on the delivery of primary medical services and the contractor 
must co-operate fully with any reasonable inspection or review (including the health board’s QOF 
annual review) that the health board or another relevant statutory authority wishes to undertake in 
respect of the achievement points to which it says it is entitled. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it considers that every general practice or network of practices should have a patient 
participation group. 

 (S4W-22777) 

Alex Neil: Effective collaboration between clinicians, patients and others is a priority for Scottish 
Government and GP practices should have arrangements in place, where applicable, to ensure that 
patient participation groups operate in a meaningful way. Practices should be able to demonstrate that 
patient or lay involvement is welcomed, encouraged and enabled in all aspects of the delivery and 
planning of services. One way to achieve this is to establish a patient participation group (PPG) and 
the Scottish Health Council continues to offer support to primary care practitioners to help them 
develop existing PPGs or set up new groups in areas where they do not yet exist. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many general practices are being supported by NHS boards either by directly employing GPs or 
paying for locums. 

 (S4W-22779) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-18616, on 12 December 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/39875.aspx 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many branch GP surgeries have (a) closed and (b) reduced opening hours or services in the last 
seven years. 

 (S4W-22780) 

Alex Neil: This is a matter for individual health boards. The information requested is not held 
centrally. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/39875.aspx


Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many of the GP practices that are supported by NHS boards either by directly employing GPs or 
paying for locums or where branch surgeries have (a) closed or (b) reduced opening hours or services 
in the last seven years were dispensing practices where a requirement to dispense was terminated. 

 (S4W-22781) 

Alex Neil: This is a matter for individual health boards. The information requested is not held 
centrally. 

How a practice responds to the withdrawal of its dispensing income is a decision for the practice 
partners. Configuring practice services and resources to deliver the general medical services required 
by its contract, and for which the practice continues to be funded, is for practice partners to manage. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many people have 
been referred to the Edinburgh transcatheter aortic valve implantation (TAVI) centre since October 
2012; how many were approved to receive TAVI; how many reverted to conventional surgery, and 
how many reverted to no procedure and palliative care. 

 (S4W-22798) 

Alex Neil: The information requested is provided in the following table: 

Table 1: People referred to the national TAVI service since October 2012 

Total referrals for consideration of TAVI 317 

Those who need assessed                22 

Those who need tests 26 

Those who have had TAVI 127 

Those suitable for TAVI 12 

Those suitable for conventional surgery 45 

Those not suitable for TAVI   85 

Source: National TAVI service, October 2014 

 

Siobhan McMahon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
support it provides to (a) SFA Performance Schools and (b) the provision of 3G synthetic pitches. 

 (S4W-22805) 

Shona Robison: The Scottish Government does not provide financial support or other support to 
SFA Performance Schools, either directly or through sportscotland. 

On the provision of 3G synthetic pitches, financial support is accessible from sportscotland through 
its Sport Facilities Fund. 

Since 2007, sportscotland has supported the development of 77 full sized and small sized 3G 
pitches through its funding programmes and the Scottish Government's Cashback for Communities 
programme including the 3G pitch at Broadwood stadium in Cumbernauld. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much has been spent and how provision has been met in providing locum perfusion cover across all 
NHS boards with cardiac surgical units from the date of the removal of the retention and recruitment 
premia. 

 (S4W-22845) 

Alex Neil: Whilst the Scottish Government sets policy for NHSScotland, it is for NHS boards to plan 
and manage services for the populations they serve. The information requested is therefore not 
collected centrally. 

 



Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many dental practices have opted (a) in and (b) out of the government-sponsored defibrillator 
programme. 

 (S4W-22871) 

Michael Matheson: As at 23 October 2014, 814 independent dental practices had signed up for the 
defibrillator scheme, and 29 had chosen not to participate. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what it has done to identify the reasons for practices opting out or not opting in to the government-
sponsored defibrillator programme. 

 (S4W-22872) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government has not requested this information in view of the 
small numbers of practices that have chosen not to participate. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
under what circumstances NHS boards may determine that a dispensing doctor should continue to 
dispense for part of their practice area when a licence is granted under the new regulations governing 
the licensing of community pharmacists. 

 (S4W-22939) 

Alex Neil: Following the opening of a community pharmacy in an area, the NHS board will review 
whether there are exceptional circumstances, and take a decision on whether the GP practice is 
required to continue to dispense to some or all of its patients. 

There is nothing explicit in the regulations to say that a dispensing GP practice must stop dispensing 
following the opening of a community pharmacy but the board will need to be satisfied that the criteria 
set out in the regulations is being met. If a health board makes a decision to remove dispensing rights 
from a GP practice, there is nothing to prevent a future reversal of that decision by the board provided 
they can identify a change of circumstances as set out in the regulations. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government which 
NHS boards will be brought to parity with the sums identified by the NHS Scotland Resource 
Allocation Committee (NRAC) formula by 2016-17. 

 (S4W-22941) 

Alex Neil: The NRAC formula is a funding approach agreed by all boards and the Technical 
Advisory Group on Resource Allocation that oversees the formula is a group made up of 
representatives from across the NHS. It is accepted that the NRAC formula will always be subject to 
refinement and development. In 2014-15, an update to the NRAC formula to more closely reflect 
remoteness and rurality came into effect. 

The NRAC formula has been phased in since 2009-10. It has been made clear that any adjustments 
made to the 14 territorial health boards’ funding would be phased in over a number of years by way of 
‘differential growth’ as has been the practice under both the previous SHARE and Arbuthnott formulae, 
and that no board would receive a cut in funding. 

Through a combination of the revised data informing the 2014-15 NRAC formula and current forward 
financial planning assumptions, it is expected that no NHS board will be below one per cent from 
funding parity by 2016-17. 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many drug rehabilitation beds have been available in NHS Tayside in each year since 2007. 

 (S4W-22942) 

Alex Neil: The information requested is not held centrally. 



Learning and Justice 

Jayne Baxter (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions the Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Employment and Sustainable Growth had with the 
Cabinet Secretary for Education and Lifelong Learning regarding the proposals for college funding that 
have been set out in the 2015-16 draft budget. 

 (S4O-3650) 

John Swinney: Ahead of the Scottish Government Draft Budget 2015-16 I had a number of 
discussions with all cabinet colleagues, including the Cabinet Secretary for Education and Lifelong 
Learning, about their portfolio interests. 

Transport Scotland 

Alex Rowley (Cowdenbeath) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment it has made of the impact of the Forth Crossing Act 2011 on riders of motorcycles of 
between 50cc and 125cc displaying learner plates and how many motorists it estimates will be 
affected by the legislation. 

 (S4W-22855) 

Keith Brown: No assessment, at this stage, has been made of the impact of the Forth Crossing Act 
2011 on riders of motorcycles of between 50cc and 125cc displaying learner plates. 

No objections to the Forth Crossing Bill were received in relation to the proposed policy regarding 
motorcycles and the Forth Crossing Bill was passed in full view of the policy set out in the policy 
memorandum. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-11500 by Keith Brown on 4 December 2012, whether it will 
provide an update on when work on Dalcross railway station at Inverness Airport will (a) start and (b) 
be completed. 

 (S4W-22927) 

Keith Brown: The Aberdeen to Inverness Rail Improvements works have commenced with site and 
ground investigations on the infrastructure necessary to provide for a new station at Dalcross. 

Network Rail, Transport Scotland, the Highlands and Islands Transport Partnership and Highland 
Council met in October 2014 to progress detailed planning and preparatory works for the proposed 
Dalcross station. This should encourage promoters to accelerate their plans for the station which 
requires third party funding. Accordingly, the package of works remains on schedule for completion by 
March 2019 as specified in the government’s High Level Output Specification, published on 21 June 
2012. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government what its response is to the closure of the A83 trunk road on 28 October 2014 
due to landslides at the Rest and Be Thankful, Glen Kinglas and Ardgarten and what additional action 
it will take at each of these locations to minimise the occurrence of further landslides. 

 (S4W-22940) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government has already invested nearly £7.5 million on the A83 around 
the Rest and be Thankful and this is a clear sign of our intent to find solutions to keep the A83 open 
and operational. The landslide on the 28 October 2014 was the largest in the last 10 years. The works 
carried out so far included debris netting, which was successful in stopping large boulders ending up 
on the A83 and the Old Military Road diversion, which was opened as fast as possible after two other 
landslides were cleared on other areas of the A83 on either side of the Rest. Work is in progress to 
increase the resilience of the A83 to the west of the Rest and be Thankful in Glen Kinglas, where a 
further £750,000 is being invested this financial year. 

 


