
Tuesday 4 November 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the impact would be on its poverty strategy of the UK Government's proposal to include a seven-day 
waiting period before entitlement to universal credit commences, and what representations it has 
made about this. 

 (S4W-22763) 

Margaret Burgess: The increase in waiting days will cause more hardship and worry for newly 
unemployed people and their families. 

Actions such as this will have negative impacts on the ability of families to manage household 
budgets, which is a key outcome of the revised Child Poverty Strategy for Scotland. 

The Deputy First Minister has written to the Prime Minister requesting a halt to the roll out of 
universal credit in Scotland pending the conclusion of the process to deliver substantial new powers to 
the Scottish Parliament. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what discussions 
it has had with COSLA about the council tax reduction scheme and its financial contribution to it for 
2015-16. 

 (S4W-22819) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government and local government worked in partnership to provide an 
extra £40 million in 2013-14 and 2014-15 to mitigate the 10% cut in funding from the UK Government 
for council tax benefit successor arrangements. 

This commitment has enabled us to protect entitlement which existed under council tax benefit 
within the council tax reduction scheme - meaning that, from April 2013, vulnerable people have had 
the same net liability for council tax as if council tax benefit were still in place, providing that their 
circumstances have remained the same. 

The Scottish Government’s Draft Budget 2015-16 includes a commitment to roll forward that 
contribution of £23 million in 2015-16, with an expectation that local government will again contribute 
£17 million towards filling the funding gap. This joint commitment will enable us to maintain support for 
the most vulnerable households in Scotland through the council tax reduction scheme. 

Enterprise and Environment 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
information it has on how many construction companies were registered in (a) Aberdeen and (b) 
Aberdeenshire in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-22794) 

Fergus Ewing: The following table shows the number of construction enterprises registered in the 
Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire local authority areas from 2009 until 2013. Not all construction 
businesses operate as limited companies - many are sole traders or partnerships. These data are 
taken from the Inter-Departmental Business Register and are rounded to the nearest five. 

Table 1: The number of VAT/PAYE registered
1
 construction

2
 enterprises, registered in Aberdeen 

City and Aberdeenshire local authority areas, March 2009 to March 2013 

 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

Aberdeen City 640 625 620 625 610 

Aberdeenshire 1,430 1,440 1,445 1,420 1,395 

Source: Inter-Departmental Business Register, Office for National Statistics 
Notes: 
1. Data refers to VAT/PAYE registered enterprises only. Unregistered enterprises, sole traders and 
partnerships who are not registered for PAYE or VAT are not included. 
2. Construction - section F according to Standard Industrial Classification (UK SIC 2007). 



 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
information it has on how many construction workers there have been in (a) Aberdeen and (b) 
Aberdeenshire in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-22795) 

Fergus Ewing: The following table shows the number of employment jobs in the construction sector 
for the Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire local authority areas from 2009 until 2013. These data are 
taken from the Business Register and Employment Survey, published annually by the Office for 
National Statistics, and are rounded to the nearest hundred. 

Table 1: Construction
1
 sector employment jobs

2
 in the Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire local 

authority areas, 2009-13 

 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

Aberdeen City 7,200 6,800 6,600 5,600 5,800 

Aberdeenshire 8,100 7,700 8,600 8,800 8,500 

Source: Business Register and Employment Survey, Office for National Statistics 
Notes: 
1. Construction - section F according to Standard Industrial Classification (UK SIC 2007). 
2. Employment jobs include all employee jobs within VAT/PAYE registered enterprises, and also 
working owners of VAT/PAYE registered enterprises. The employment jobs estimate does not include 
those that are self-employed in enterprises that are not registered for VAT/PAYE i.e. the smallest sole 
proprietors or partnerships. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many new business start-ups there have been in (a) Aberdeen and (b) Aberdeenshire in each of the 
last five years. 

 (S4W-22796) 

Fergus Ewing: New business start-ups are measured using new business VAT/PAYE registration 
figures. 

Table 1 shows the number of new business VAT/PAYE registrations in the Aberdeen City and 
Aberdeenshire local authority areas from 2008 until 2012. These figures, which are taken from the 
Office for National Statistics Business Demography - 2012 publication, are the most up to date data 
available but do not include start-ups which are below the VAT/PAYE threshold. 

Table 1: New business VAT/PAYE registrations in the Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire local 
authority areas, 2008-12 

 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

Aberdeen City 935 790 1,035 1,215 1,285 

Aberdeenshire 1,045 820 880 1,175 1,205 

Source: Business Demography - 2012, Office for National Statistics 

Health and Social Care 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish a 
register of interests for all members of the independent review group considering the safety of mesh 
devices. 

Holding answer issued: 4 November 2014 (S4W-22723) 

Alex Neil: Yes, all declarations of interest(s) submitted by members will be circulated to the review 
group. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
unfilled vacancies there are across the NHS in radiology and neurology. 

 (S4W-22808) 

Alex Neil: Information on vacancies within NHS Scotland in the radiology and neurology medical 
specialties can be found in the following table: 



Whole time equivalent (WTE) of consultant vacancies as at 30 June 2014 

 Clinical radiology Neurology 

Scotland 26.4 7.0 

Source: Scottish Workforce Information Standard System, Information Services Division Scotland. 

Increases in numbers of established posts often result in a small increase in vacancies – it should be 
noted that the combined number of established posts within these staff groups has increased by 34.3 
WTE since September 2011. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many patients have been registered with community dental health services in each NHS board 
area in each of the last three years. 

 (S4W-22874) 

Michael Matheson: Patients did not register with the community dental service. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for 
what reason there are over 50,000 registrations to Personal Dental Services in the NHS Highland 
region. 

 (S4W-22875) 

Michael Matheson: The community dental service and the salaried general dental service merged 
from 1 January 2014 to become the Public Dental Service (PDS). 

The main role of the PDS is to provide NHS general dental services for people, including those with 
special care needs, who cannot access care from independent high street dentists. The PDS also 
provides treatment for patients referred by other dentists. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for 
what reason Personal Dental Services, a referral service, registers patients. 

 (S4W-22876) 

Michael Matheson: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-22875 on 4 November 2014. 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for 
what reason Personal Dental Services receives continuing care and capitation for registered patients. 

 (S4W-22877) 

Michael Matheson: The Public Dental Service does not receive continuing care and capitation 
payments for patients registered under NHS general dental services. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the cost is per patient for (a) Personal Dental Services and (b) General Dental Services for 
equivalent treatments, broken down by NHS board in each of the last three years. 

 (S4W-22878) 

Michael Matheson: This information is not held centrally. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how much funding Personal Dental Services has claimed on GP17 forms in each NHS board area in 
each of the last three years. 

 (S4W-22880) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Michael Matheson: The Public Dental Service (PDS) was established on 1 January 2014. GP17 
forms are submitted to record NHS general dental services activity undertaken by PDS dentists and 
do not generate any payments to the PDS. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how much Personal Dental Services (PDS) has collected in patient charges in each NHS board area 
in each of the last three years; what the policy is on how this money is spent, and whether this causes 
a reduction in the PDS budget. 

 (S4W-22881) 

Michael Matheson: The Public Dental Service (PDS) was established on 1 January 2014. The first 
full-year patient charge income will not be known until the end of the financial year 2014-15. Patient 
charge income is offset against the cost of running the PDS. 

Learning and Justice 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the salary has 
been of each (a) university and (b) college principal or chief executive officer in each of the last five 
years, and what the annual change in salary has been expressed as a percentage. 

 (S4W-22842) 

Michael Russell: The information requested is not held centrally. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government for what 
reason fuel used by Marine Scotland when carrying out surveillance has been excluded from its 
carbon reduction targets. 

 (S4W-22962) 

John Swinney: Paragraph three of the ‘conclusions and summary of findings’ section of the 
Scottish Government Carbon Management Plan 2014 explains the reasons behind surveillance 
activities being excluded from our target setting:  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2014/10/8057/7 

 

The following question received a holding answer: 

S4W-22723 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2014/10/8057/7

