
Monday 3 November 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

Mark McDonald (Aberdeen Donside) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it monitors the performance of BT in rolling out superfast broadband. 

 (S4W-22810) 

Nicola Sturgeon: There are two contracts with BT for the deployment of fibre broadband. The first 
is for the Highlands and Islands and is managed by Highlands and Islands Enterprise (HIE). The 
second covers the rest of Scotland and is managed by the Scottish Government. 

An established governance procedure of consistent reporting and meetings applies across both 
contracts. These monitor operational progress of each project and include key stakeholders at a 
senior level to monitor strategic performance across Scotland. 

Payments are only made to BT upon the delivery of agreed milestones. BT’s performance is tracked 
across a number of milestone types, including premises connected to fibre broadband, to ensure that 
the project plan is delivered. 

The Scottish Government and HIE each have their own dedicated contract management resources. 
These teams are continually reviewing how they access and use additional information to increase 
performance and standards. They also work closely with Broadband Delivery UK to apply standard 
tools, guidance and benchmarking as other broadband infrastructure projects across the UK. 

 

Mark McDonald (Aberdeen Donside) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether BT is required to inform it of any delay or inability to deliver superfast broadband. 

 (S4W-22811) 

Nicola Sturgeon: BT is required to notify the Scottish Government if it does not or is unlikely to 
deliver key contractual milestones that are part of the agreed project plan. 

The Scottish Government is working closely and proactively with BT and local authorities to identify 
and resolve broadband deployment challenges. A dedicated resource exists within the Scottish 
Government for this reason. 

 

Mark McDonald (Aberdeen Donside) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether BT is required to inform communities of any delay or inability to deliver superfast broadband 
in their area. 

 (S4W-22812) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The nature of the engineering challenges of broadband deployment means that 
plans will change. In addition, the quality of information at a granular level improves during the latter 
stages of the build process. Therefore, BT is not contractually required to inform communities of 
changes to the project plan. 

The Scottish Government’s website provides up to date information about the deployment plans. 
This uses information from BT’s ongoing works programme. Further improvements are planned to the 
website to ensure that communities have the most up to date and accurate information possible. 

The Scottish Government continues to work closely and share information with all 27 local 
authorities and the two national parks covered by the project’s intervention area. 

 

Mark McDonald (Aberdeen Donside) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the roll-out of superfast broadband by BT will ensure that communities in Aberdeen City are 
fully able to access superfast broadband. 

 (S4W-22813) 



Nicola Sturgeon: We are on track to deliver our commitment that 85% of premises across Scotland 
have access to fibre broadband by the end of 2015. Using over £280 million of public sector funding 
and £125 million of private sector funding across two projects, we intend to provide fibre broadband 
access to over 750,000 premises across Scotland. This significant investment will deliver the 2015 
target and, by the end of 2017, 95% of premises in Scotland will have access to fibre infrastructure. 

It is estimated that the programme will increase coverage to the communities of Aberdeen City from 
72% (provided by the private sector) to over 96% when the programme is complete. 

The following exchange areas of Aberdeen City have already been announced to receive investment 
from the programme, and more will follow as the programme continues: 

Aberdeen Denburn 
Aberdeen Kincorth 
Aberdeen Lochnagar 
Aberdeen West 
Aberdeen Bieldside 
Aberdeen Bucksburn  
Aberdeen Dyce  
Aberdeen Kingswells 
Culter 
Dunecht 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much will be 
allocated for mitigation of the so-called bedroom tax in 2015-16, broken down by local authority. 

 (S4W-22814) 

Margaret Burgess: The Draft Budget 2015-16 published on 9 October 2014 included increased 
support for welfare reform mitigation. In 2015-16 the Scottish Government, for the second year in a 
row, has budgeted for £35 million to fully mitigate the so-called bedroom tax. The breakdown by 
individual local authority is not yet available as it has still to be discussed and agreed with COSLA. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the 
underspend on the Scottish Welfare Fund was in 2013-14, broken down by local authority. 

 (S4W-22815) 

Margaret Burgess: The most recent Scottish Welfare Fund statistics contain a breakdown of 
underspend by local authority for 2013-14. This information is contained in table 25 of the publication 
which is available at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Social-Welfare/swf/SWF30Jun2014 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much will be 
allocated to the Scottish Welfare Fund in 2015-16, broken down by local authority. 

 (S4W-22816) 

Margaret Burgess: The Draft Budget 2015-16 proposes that £33 million is allocated to the Scottish 
Welfare Fund. Following consideration by the joint COSLA/Scottish Government settlement and 
distribution group, the distribution methodology for 2015-16 will be the same as for 2014-15. The most 
recent Scottish Welfare Fund statistics contain a breakdown of funding which has been allocated to 
local authorities for 2014-15. This information is contained in table 25 of the publication which is 
available at:  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Social-Welfare/swf/SWF30Jun2014 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much is 
allocated to local authorities for the administration of the Scottish Welfare Fund in 2015-16, also 
broken down by local authority. 

 (S4W-22817) 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Social-Welfare/swf/SWF30Jun2014
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Social-Welfare/swf/SWF30Jun2014


Margaret Burgess: The funding allocation for administration of the Scottish Welfare Fund has not 
yet been decided. Following consideration by the joint COSLA/Scottish Government settlement and 
distribution group, the distribution methodology for 2015-16 will be the same as for 2014-15. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
considers it appropriate to describe the Scottish Welfare Fund as mitigation in relation to the so-called 
bedroom tax, in light of community care grants and crisis grants being devolved. 

 (S4W-22818) 

Margaret Burgess: The Scottish Welfare Fund is part of a range of measures that are being taken 
by the Scottish Government to mitigate the adverse impacts of UK Government welfare reforms. 

Health and Social Care 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether a patient who is moved from an accident and emergency department to (a) a clinical decision 
unit, (b) a clinical assessment unit, (c) an acute assessment unit and (d) a unit that is not designated 
as part of a traditional ward for admitting patients remains designated as a patient of the accident and 
emergency department or as an admission to the new unit, and what guidance it provides on this. 

 (S4W-22782) 

Mr Alex Neil: Guidance on how patients who are moved from an accident and emergency 
department to another facility is available on the Information Services Division data dictionary: 
http://www.ndc.scot.nhs.uk/Dictionary-A-Z/Definitions/index.asp?Search=A&ID=53&Title=Acute 
Assessment Unit (AAU)&Title2=Acute Medical Unit (AMU)  

All patients are subject to the four hour wait standard when they are in the accident and emergency 
department until they are either discharged, transferred to another hospital or the patient is formally 
admitted to a bed outwith A&E. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many policy officers with responsibility for constitutional reform are employed in (a) its directorates, (b) 
its agencies, (c) NDPBs and (d) public corporations. 

Holding answer issued: 25 September 2014 (S4W-22522) 

John Swinney: (a) directorates:  

As part of their normal duties, civil servants provide support on relevant aspects of the Scottish 
Government’s work. Staff contribute to constitutional policy development from within their own subject 
areas as and when required. For details of the staff of the election and constitution division as at 31 
March 2011, 2012, 2013, and 2014 I refer the member to the published information on the Scottish 
Government website at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/constitution/About/constitution-SG-staffing  

(b) agencies:  

I have asked the chief executives of executive agencies to respond. Their responses are as follows: 

Executive agencies Number of policy officers with responsibility 
for constitutional reform as of date of 

question 

Accountant in Bankruptcy 1 full-time equivalent 

Disclosure Scotland 0 

Education Scotland  0 

Historic Scotland 0 

Scottish Prison Service 0 

Scottish Public Pensions Agency 1.5 full-time equivalent  

Student Awards Agency for Scotland 0 

Transport Scotland 2 full-time equivalent  

 

(c) NDPBs and (d) public corporations: 

http://www.ndc.scot.nhs.uk/Dictionary-A-Z/Definitions/index.asp?Search=A&ID=53&Title=Acute%20Assessment%20Unit%20(AAU)&Title2=Acute%20Medical%20Unit%20(AMU)%20
http://www.ndc.scot.nhs.uk/Dictionary-A-Z/Definitions/index.asp?Search=A&ID=53&Title=Acute%20Assessment%20Unit%20(AAU)&Title2=Acute%20Medical%20Unit%20(AMU)%20
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/constitution/About/constitution-SG-staffing


Staffing is a matter for individual NDPBs and public corporations. The information requested is not 
held centrally. 

 

Jackson Carlaw (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what safeguards (a) are and (b) will be put in place to ensure that the SNP 
representatives on The Smith Commission and their advisers cannot use the services of Scottish 
Government (i) staff and (ii) resources. 

 (S4W-22757) 

Nicola Sturgeon: It is Scottish Government policy to engage with The Smith Commission’s 
consideration of proposals for the devolution of further powers to the Scottish Parliament. Ministers, 
including the Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Employment and Sustainable Growth in his role as a 
participant in The Smith Commission discussions, may therefore draw upon the resources of the 
Scottish Government in the usual way. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many ministerial engagements the Cabinet Secretary for Infrastructure, Investment and Cities has 
carried out in Aberdeen since 5 September 2012. 

 (S4W-22883) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I carried out two ministerial engagements within the local authority area of 
Aberdeen City during the period specified. 

Details of all ministerial engagements are proactively published on the Scottish Government website 
at the following link: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/People/14944/Events-Engagements/MinisterialEngagements 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/People/14944/Events-Engagements/MinisterialEngagements

