
Thursday 30 October 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether equal pay 
audits are required as part of the public sector equality duties. 

Holding answer issued: 29 October 2014 (S4W-22652) 

Shona Robison: Equal pay audits are not required as part of the public sector equality duties. 
However, the Equality Act 2010 (Specific Duties) (Scotland) Regulations 2012 require listed authorities 
with more than 150 employees to publish a statement on equal pay. The statement must specify the 
authority’s policy on equal pay among its employees and occupational segregation among its 
employees. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether and, if so, 
how it monitors the effectiveness of equal pay statements as part of the public sector equality duties. 

Holding answer issued: 29 October 2014 (S4W-22653) 

Shona Robison: The Equality and Human Rights Commission is the enforcement body for the 
public sector equality duties. During 2013 it undertook monitoring of Scottish public authorities’ 
performance of the Equality Act 2010 (Specific Duties) (Scotland) Regulations 2012, including the 
requirement to publish equal pay statements. Its reports can be accessed at:  
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/devolved-authorities/commission-scotland/public-
sector-equality-duty-scotland/monitoring-and-enforcement 

 

Christina McKelvie (Hamilton, Larkhall and Stonehouse) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what impact the repeal of the Human Rights Act 1998 would have on the 
Scotland Act 2012 and the Scottish Government's human rights strategy. 

 (S4W-22699) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The Scotland Act 2012 (the 2012 Act) amends the Scotland Act 1998 (the 
1998 Act). Repeal of the Human Rights Act 1998 (HRA) would have implications for the 1998 Act, as 
amended by the 2012 Act, because the concept of ‘Convention rights’, which is of central importance 
in relation to the legislative competence of the Scottish Parliament and the executive competence of 
the Scottish Government, is defined in the 1998 Act by reference to the HRA. 

Repeal of the HRA would also have implications for the arrangements introduced by the 2012 Act for 
determining ‘compatibility issues’ in criminal proceedings – including whether a public authority has 
acted unlawfully under the HRA or whether provision in an Act of the Scottish Parliament is 
incompatible with the Convention rights. 

The precise implications of repeal of the HRA would depend on the detail of the repealing legislation. 

The Scottish Government is committed to creating a modern, inclusive Scotland which protects, 
respects and realises internationally recognised human rights, for the benefit of all. That commitment 
is reflected in our support for Scotland’s National Action Plan for Human Rights (SNAP) and the 
shared vision, which SNAP establishes, of a Scotland in which everyone is able to live with human 
dignity. SNAP is being taken forward as a collaborative process, which focuses and co-ordinates 
action by a wide range of partners in pursuit of that overall vision. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what funding is 
available to LGBT organisations to host events celebrating LGBT equality. 

 (S4W-22725) 

Shona Robison: A process for allocating funding to organisations for equality work in 2015-16 is 
currently underway, the results of which will be published on the Scottish Government’s website in 
advance of the funding commencing in April 2015. LGBT organisations are currently in receipt of over 
£2.3 million of funding from the equality budget, and will be able to apply for funding in 2015-16. 

http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/devolved-authorities/commission-scotland/public-sector-equality-duty-scotland/monitoring-and-enforcement
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/devolved-authorities/commission-scotland/public-sector-equality-duty-scotland/monitoring-and-enforcement


 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what it is doing to 
continue supporting LGBT people following the reported success of Pride House during the 
Commonwealth Games. 

 (S4W-22726) 

Shona Robison: The Scottish Government is committed to continuing to move equality for all of 
Scotland’s people forward in a positive direction. For LGBT people specifically, the clearest 
demonstration of this will be in December 2014 when same sex couples can get married in Scotland 
for the first time. 

On 10 October 2014, More Powers for the Scottish Parliament: Scottish Government Proposals was 
published. One proposal for extending devolution in Scotland is that equal legislation should be 
devolved. This, in addition to providing funding to LGBT organisations and continuing to work closely 
with LGBT stakeholders and communities, will help progress equality for LGBT people in Scotland. 

 

Christina McKelvie (Hamilton, Larkhall and Stonehouse) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what impact the repeal of the Human Rights Act 1998 would have on Scottish 
legislation. 

 (S4W-22754) 

Roseanna Cunningham: Repeal of the Human Rights Act 1998 (HRA) would have a range of 
potential implications for the making, interpretation and implementation of Scottish legislation. The 
precise implications for Scotland would depend on the detail of the legislation which repealed the 
HRA. 

Such effects could be both direct and indirect. There would, for example, be a direct impact if the 
operative provisions of the HRA ceased to have effect in relation to the activities of public authorities in 
Scotland. An indirect effect might arise, in the event of repeal, because the Scotland Act 1998 defines 
the concept of ‘Convention rights’ by reference to the HRA. That concept is, in turn, of central 
importance in defining the legislative competence of the Scottish Parliament and the executive 
competence of the Scottish Government. 

Repeal of the HRA in Scotland would represent a radical and unwelcome upheaval in the 
fundamental constitutional structure of Scotland’s devolution settlement, and could potentially mean 
people in Scotland being deprived of legal remedies and human rights safeguards that exist in other 
modern democracies. 

Finance 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what stage it has 
reached in the transposition of the directive (a) 2014/23/EU, (b) 2014/24/EU and (c) 2014/25/EU. 

 (S4W-22733) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The new EU procurement directives must be transposed into Scots law by 18 
April 2016. The Scottish Government is planning to launch a public consultation exercise towards the 
end of 2014, seeking views on the policy principles and options available to Scottish Ministers when 
implementing the directives and will also seek views on the regulations required to fully implement the 
Procurement Reform (Scotland) Act 2014. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what impact the 
directive (a) 2014/23/EU, (b) 2014/24/EU and (c) 2014/25/EU will have on the (i) invitation to tender for 
the 2016-22 Clyde and Hebrides ferry services contract and (ii) length of public sector contracts in the 
(A) maritime and (B) rail sector. 

 (S4W-22734) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The three new procurement directives must be transposed into Scots law by 18 
April 2016. The Scottish Government expects Scottish regulations to be in place towards the end of 
2015. 



The preliminary arrangements for the Clyde and Hebrides ferry service are underway and it is 
expected that the formal procurement process will commence in early 2015 and will therefore be 
subject to the existing, and not the forthcoming, regulations. 

The duration of public contracts is not an issue that is governed by the procurement directives. In 
respect of maritime contracts, guidance issued by the European Commission on Council Regulation 
No 3577/92 (maritime cabotage) advises a duration of six years, which may now be extended up to 12 
years where justified. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what meetings it has 
had with the (a) shipping sector, (b) rail sector, (c) STUC and (d) trade unions regarding the impact of 
the directive (i) 2014/23/EU, (ii) 2014/24/EU and (iii) 2014/25/EU. 

 (S4W-22736) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government is planning to launch a public consultation exercise 
towards the end of this year seeking views on the policy principles and options available to Scottish 
Ministers when implementing the directives and as part of this process we intend to commence 
engagement with key stakeholders. 

Health and Social Care 

Michael McMahon (Uddingston and Bellshill) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government when it last met COSLA to discuss care charges. 

 (S4O-3621) 

Michael Matheson: Scottish Government officials participate in COSLA’s non-residential charging 
working group, which last met in September 2014. 

We have worked with COSLA to produce new guidance to local authorities, which was agreed in 
September 2014, so that people in the last six months of a terminal illness are not charged for the 
social care they receive at home. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
individual patient treatment requests were or have been approved by NHS Greater Glasgow and 
Clyde in (a) 2012-13, (b) 2013-14 and (c) since April 2014, also broken down by requests from 
residents of other NHS board areas. 

 (S4W-22702) 

Alex Neil: In 2012-13, 125 requests were made and 84 approved. In 2013-14, 83 requests were 
made and 60 approved. From 1 April 2014 to 30 September 2014, 52 requests were made and 44 
were approved. 

This data relates to the number of individual patient treatment requests approved for patients 
resident in the NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde board area and does not include requests approved 
for residents of other NHS board areas. Information on requests approved is held by NHS board 
residency. 

In NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde board area and throughout Scotland there has been a 
significant increase in the approval rate of individual patient treatment requests in the transitional 
period ahead of a body of decisions by the Scottish Medicines Consortium under their new process. In 
2011-12, the approval rate for individual patient treatment requests in Scotland was 66%. From 1 April 
2014 to 30 September 2014, the approval rate of individual patient treatment requests in Scotland was 
92%. Data for 2014 is subject to further verification at the end of 2014-15. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
individual patient treatment requests were or have been approved by NHS Lothian in (a) 2012-13, (b) 
2013-14 and (c) since April 2014, also broken down by requests from residents of other NHS board 
areas. 

 (S4W-22703) 



Alex Neil: In 2012-13, 41 requests were made and 18 approved. In 2013-14, 73 requests were 
made and 67 approved. From 1 April 2014 to 30 September 2014, 80 requests were made and 80 
were approved. 

This data relates to the number of individual patient treatment requests approved for patients 
resident in the NHS Lothian board area and does not include requests approved for residents of other 
NHS board areas. Information on requests approved is held by NHS board residency. 

In NHS Lothian board area and throughout Scotland there has been a significant increase in the 
approval rate of individual patient treatment requests in the transitional period ahead of a body of 
decisions by the Scottish Medicines Consortium under their new process. In 2011-12, the approval 
rate for individual patient treatment requests in Scotland was 66%. From 1 April 2014 to 30 September 
2014, the approval rate of individual patient treatment requests in Scotland was 92%. 

Data for 2014 is subject to further verification at the end of 2014-15. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
individual patient treatment requests that were or have been approved by NHS Lothian in (a) 2012-13, 
(b) 2013-14 and (c) since April 2014 were for medicines for treating end of life or rare conditions that 
had been declined by the Scottish Medicines Consortium. 

 (S4W-22706) 

Alex Neil: Data received by the Scottish Government does not categorise treatment of patients in 
this way. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
individual patient treatment requests that were or have been approved by NHS Greater Glasgow and 
Clyde in (a) 2012-13, (b) 2013-14 and (c) since April 2014 were for medicines for treating end of life or 
rare conditions that had been declined by the Scottish Medicines Consortium. 

 (S4W-22707) 

Alex Neil: Data received by the Scottish Government does not categorise treatment of patients in 
this way. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it will 
publish its new guidance on access to medicines. 

 (S4W-22708) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government will continue to provide any appropriate guidance for 
NHSScotland as and when necessary. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the reason is 
for the delay in publishing its new guidance on access to medicines, which was due to be published in 
May 2014. 

 (S4W-22709) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government has not said that it would publish new guidance on access to 
medicines in May 2014. As part of implementation of policy changes to increase access to new 
medicines for patients in Scotland, the Scottish Government will continue to provide any appropriate 
guidance for NHSScotland as and when necessary. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether the delay 
in publishing its new guidance on access to medicines has disadvantaged any patients. 

 (S4W-22710) 



Alex Neil: No. Changes to access to medicines policy have already been introduced and hundreds 
more patients throughout Scotland are already accessing new treatments. These changes are being 
closely monitored to determine what further action may be required. 

 

John Mason (Glasgow Shettleston) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the estimated economic impact of the 2014 Commonwealth Games was for (a) Glasgow, (b) the 
west of Scotland and (c) Scotland during the Games. 

 (S4W-22751) 

Shona Robison: The Scottish Government is committed to maximising the benefits and creating a 
lasting legacy for the whole of Scotland from Glasgow hosting the 2014 Commonwealth Games. 
These Games have provided the entire country with an excellent opportunity for regeneration, 
innovation and sustainable economic growth. 

As part of the Games legacy evaluation, we are working with Games partners to deliver a robust 
economic assessment of the Games. This report will be available for Glasgow and Scotland in spring 
2015, however early indications from the pre-Games report, published on 28 April 2014, show that: 

Construction and refurbishment of the venues and Athletes’ Village, over the six years leading to 
2014, has contributed (on average) £52 million to Scotland’s gross value added, and supported 1,000 
jobs each year. 
As of the end of June 2014, Scottish companies had been awarded 484 Games-related contracts, 
worth £290 million. 
To date, 37 national and international events have been secured using the Games venues, with an 
estimated economic impact of over £14 million.  

By the time of the opening ceremony, over 50 National Legacy 2014 programmes and over 80 
Supporting Legacy 2014 projects were already in place, benefitting people, communities and 
organisations across Scotland, including the West of Scotland. For example, in the West of Scotland, 
over 100 trainees have taken up employment through the Legacy 2014 Employer Recruitment 
Incentive programme, and more than 150 young people have received training and volunteering 
opportunities through the Legacy 2014 Scotland’s Best programme. Additionally, businesses in the 
West of Scotland were awarded 66 of the contracts associated with the Games. 

An XX Commonwealth Games Highlight Report was published on 14 August 2014. We also expect 
to produce a post-Games report in 2015, an interim legacy report in 2017 and a final legacy report in 
2019, detailing the benefit of these Games to Glasgow and the whole of Scotland. 

Learning and Justice 

Malcolm Chisholm (Edinburgh Northern and Leith) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what improvements it will make to the law in relation to stalking. 

 (S4O-3630) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government is clear that there is no place in Scotland for stalking or 
harassment of any kind. This Parliament led the way across the UK by introducing a specific stalking 
offence in 2010. Our justice system also provides for non-harassment orders to allow protections for 
victims and improvements to the system of non-harassment orders have been made in recent years. 

We always keep legislation under review and we are considering whether the law on non-
harassment orders needs to be adjusted following a recent court case. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many banned items have been seized from prisoners in the Grampian area in each of the last five 
years, broken down by item. 

Holding answer issued: 29 October 2014 (S4W-22658) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked Colin McConnell, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 



‘‘The SPS does not have a list of banned items. Instead, section 2 of the Prisons and Young 
Offenders Institutions (Scotland) Rules 2011 defines prohibited articles and includes controlled drugs, 
weapons, alcohol and mobile phones. 

The following tables provide a breakdown of prohibited articles recovered from prisoners within 
Grampian prisons over the last five years.’’ 

Drugs 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 

Aberdeen 1 66 59 75 96 

Grampian 31  

Peterhead 0 26 16 0 1 
 

Weapons 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 

Aberdeen 0 3 8 5 7 

Grampian 8  

Peterhead 0 3 0 1 0 
 

Mobile Telephones 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 

Aberdeen 1 10 29 62 77 

Grampian 9  

Peterhead 0 5 15 0 0 
 

Alcohol 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 

Aberdeen 0 1 1 3 3 

Grampian 4  

Peterhead 0 7 0 0 0 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many drug finds there have been in prisons in Grampian in each of the last five years. 

Holding answer issued: 29 October 2014 (S4W-22667) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked Colin McConnell, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

‘‘The following table provides a breakdown of drug finds within prisons in the Grampian area over 
the last five years.’’ 

 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 

Aberdeen 1 74 64 101 108 

Grampian 36 0 0 0 0 

Peterhead 0 57 24 0 1 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
conclusions Scotland's enforcement and social service agencies can draw from the findings of the 
report, Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Exploitation in Rotherham (1997–2013). 

 (S4W-22672) 

Michael Russell: Clearly all of us working to keep children safe in Scotland are considering what 
lessons are to be learned from Professor Jay’s report into child sexual exploitation in Rotherham, to 
ensure child protection measures are as robust and responsive as they can be. 



The Cabinet Secretary for Justice and I held a round table discussion with Professor Alexis Jay, the 
author of the Rotherham report, to consider its findings on 2 October 2014. This discussion included 
Jackie Brock, DCC Iain Livingstone, ACC Malcolm Graham and Sarah Blackmore of the Care 
Inspectorate, as well as Crown Office and Scottish Government officials. 

The Scottish Government is absolutely committed to protecting children and young people’s 
wellbeing. A ministerial working group (chaired by Jackie Brock, Chief Executive of Children in 
Scotland, and made up of representatives from Police Scotland, the Crown Office and Procurator 
Fiscal Service, the Care Inspectorate and the third sector) was established to specifically examine the 
issue of child sexual exploitation and to develop a national action plan by examining the 
recommendations from the Public Petitions Committee, alongside their own expertise in child 
protection. The conclusions of the Jay Report are also informing that work. 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government how much 
money it has allocated to tackling child sexual exploitation in each of the last five years, and what 
priority it gives the issue. 

 (S4W-22674) 

Michael Russell: Child sexual exploitation is an abhorrent crime and can have a devastating impact 
on its victims and their families. We have implemented a range of work with our partners to ensure we 
remain vigilant to abuse and are able to offer support to survivors. 

This includes the establishment of a ministerial working group and the development of a national 
action plan, which includes looking at the recent recommendations from the Public Petitions 
Committee. This is in addition to the welcome initiative of Police Scotland in establishing a new 
national taskforce to address the serious issue of child abuse which includes child sexual exploitation. 
The National Child Abuse Investigation Unit will lead and co-ordinate complex inquiries. 

It is not possible to draw out figures for total spending on this issue as it sits within a range of 
agencies including not least the Scottish Government, Police Scotland and social work departments 
across Scotland. I can assure the Parliament, however, that this issue is a real priority for this 
government and we will soon seek to update Parliament on further steps we plan to take in this area. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-22383 by Kenny MacAskill on 10 
September 2014, what input it has had to plans to reduce the number of divisions in Police Scotland. 

 (S4W-22721) 

Kenny MacAskill: As I stated in my previous reply to your question I meet regularly with Police 
Scotland to discuss a range of issues, including local policing. 

I understand that Police Scotland regularly reviews and checks whether its approaches and 
structures provide the most efficient and effective mechanisms to ensure that the high quality delivery 
of policing in Scotland is maintained and enhanced. Any future changes to local policing structures 
will, of course, be progressed through engagement and discussion with the Scottish Government and 
relevant stakeholders. 

 

John Mason (Glasgow Shettleston) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many convictions were or have been secured in (a) 2012, (b) 2013 and (c) 2014 under the 
Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Act 2012, also broken 
down by club. 

 (S4W-22768) 

Roseanna Cunningham: Statistics relating to people convicted of offences under the Offensive 
Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Act 2012 are available on page 79 
of the Criminal Proceedings in Scotland 2012-13 statistical bulletin. This is available via the following 
web link: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/11/2711 

Information held centrally does not enable these convictions to be broken down by club. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/11/2711


Comparable information for 2013-14 will not be available until publication of the Criminal 
Proceedings in Scotland 2013-14 statistical bulletin. This is due to be published in December 2014. 

The dates of all Scottish Government official and national statistics publications are pre-announced, 
and the up to date list of future publications can be found at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2005/03/18798 

Detailed information on charges under the Act, including the sporting affiliation of those charged 
(where known), is included in Charges reported under the Offensive Behaviour at Football and 
Threatening Communications (Scotland) Act 2012 for 2012-13 (including the one month of 2011-12 for 
which the Act was in force) and 2013-14. Both reports are available via the following web links:  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/06/4590 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2014/06/8566/0 

 

Annabelle Ewing (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what criteria it will use in determining the suitability of proposals for the location of the 
national headquarters of the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service. 

 (S4W-22948) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The Scottish Government will assess proposals from the Scottish Fire 
and Rescue Service against the criteria which have been published on the Scottish Government’s 
website at:http://www.Scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Justice/policies/police-fire-rescue/fire/HQ-location 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer 
to question S4W-21149 by Keith Brown on 29 May 2014, whether the information is now available 
and, if not, whether it will be published prior to the publication of the invitation to tender. 

 (S4W-22738) 

Keith Brown: Transport Scotland officials are currently preparing estimates on the cost of tendering 
for the 2016 Clyde and Hebrides ferry services contract. These estimated costs are expected to be 
available by the end of 2014. 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government which (a) 
museums and (b) art galleries it provides revenue funding for. 

 (S4W-22801) 

Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government provides direct revenue funding to the National Museums 
of Scotland, National Galleries of Scotland, V&A Dundee, Scottish Maritime Museum, Scottish 
Fisheries Museum and National Mining Museum of Scotland. The Scottish Government also provides 
Museums Galleries Scotland with revenue funding for disbursement across the museums and 
galleries sector. 

Transport Scotland 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it will publish the 
invitation to tender for the 2016-22 Clyde and Hebrides ferry services contract. 

 (S4W-22728) 

Keith Brown: Scottish Ministers intend to publish a contract notice in early 2015, seeking 
expressions of interest from suitably qualified organisations to tender for the 2016 Clyde and Hebrides 
ferry services contract. 

Following a pre-qualifying assessment exercise, Scottish Ministers intend to issue qualifying 
organisations with a formal invitation to tender at the end of 2015. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when (a) it and (b) 
Transport Scotland last met trade unions to discuss conditions and pensions in the proposed invitation 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2005/03/18798
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/06/4590
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2014/06/8566/0
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Justice/policies/police-fire-rescue/fire/HQ-location


to tender for the 2016-22 Clyde and Hebrides ferry services contract; when it will next meet them, and 
what the reason is for any delay. 

 (S4W-22729) 

Keith Brown: I last met with the STUC, and a number of trade unions with an interest, on 29 July 
2014. A broad range of issues were discussed including conditions and pensions relating to the 2016 
Clyde and Hebrides ferry services contract. 

I also wrote to the Acting General Secretary of the National Union of Rail Maritime and Transport 
Workers (RMT) on 7 October 2014, explaining that the tendering team for the contract was now in 
place and that officials from the team would contact the STUC to discuss those elements of the 
contract relating to conditions and pensions. I am also planning to meet the Acting General Secretary 
of the RMT on 6 November 2014 to discuss a range of issues relating to rail and ferries. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what progress 
Transport Scotland has made with regard to the content of the documents in the proposed invitation to 
tender for the 2016-22 Clyde and Hebrides ferry services contract. 

 (S4W-22730) 

Keith Brown: Scottish Ministers intend to publish a contract notice in early 2015, seeking 
expressions of interest from suitably qualified organisations to tender for the 2016 Clyde and Hebrides 
ferry services contract. 

Following publication of the contract notice, the required documentation will be prepared and issued 
to qualifying organisations inviting them to participate in the competition for the award of contract. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will take 
steps to ensure that the invitation to tender for the 2016-22 Clyde and Hebrides ferry services contract 
will not be published prior to substantive discussions taking place with trade unions about conditions 
and pensions, and what the reasons are for its position on this matter. 

 (S4W-22732) 

Keith Brown: Yes. The Scottish Government is committed to full and open engagement with all key 
stakeholders throughout the tendering process for the 2016 Clyde and Hebrides ferry services 
contract. 

 

Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what consideration it gave to the health of track workers when setting the deadline of 1 January 2020 
for effluent retention tanks to be fitted to all rolling stock in the invitation to tender for the ScotRail 
franchise. 

 (S4W-22739) 

Keith Brown: From December 2017 there will be no ScotRail or Caledonian Sleeper franchise-
operated rolling stock that discharges toilet effluent on to the track. 

The issue of discharging toilet effluent was recognised in preparation of the specification for the next 
Scotrail franchise that commences on 1 April 2015. 

The deadline of 1 January 2020 to fit controlled emission tanks was chosen to provide a practically 
sufficient period to allow the ScotRail franchisee the time to be able to remove vehicles from service 
for the fitment of controlled emission tanks without adversely affecting their ability to operate the rail 
services in Scotland. 

Until then, Network Rail remains actively engaged with track working front line staff and operators to 
remove existing waste and to minimise the locations on the network where such effluent is deposited. 
Network Rail has advised that they have secured specialist contractors to support a programme of 
deep cleaning at key site locations and this work remains ongoing. 

 



Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what discussions it has had with (a) trade unions and (b) Network Rail regarding effluent discharge on 
the tracks from (i) ScotRail and (ii) cross-border rolling stock since May 2011 and what remedies have 
been discussed. 

 (S4W-22740) 

Keith Brown: This matter was first raised in a letter from the National Union of Rail, Maritime and 
Transport Workers (RMT) to Transport Scotland on 25 September 2014 and discussions with Network 
Rail and the RMT are ongoing. Network Rail continues to work with their maintenance teams and 
operators to remove existing waste and to minimise the locations on the network where such effluent 
is deposited. Specialist contractors have been deployed at key site locations to undertake a 
programme of deep cleaning of affected areas. 

Looking forward, from December 2017 there will be no ScotRail or Caledonian Sleeper franchise-
operated rolling stock that discharges toilet effluent on to the track. 

The specification of East Coast cross-border services is the responsibility of the UK Government 
although we have been advised that there is a commitment for those services currently operated by 
diesel trains without storage tanks to use the next generation of rolling stock which will have these 
fitted as standard. 

 

Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what discussions it has had with the UK Government regarding effluent discharge on the tracks in 
Scotland from rolling stock operated on cross-border passenger rail services since May 2011 and 
what remedies have been discussed. 

 (S4W-22741) 

Keith Brown: The specification of rolling stock for cross-border services is a reserved matter for the 
UK Government. I have written to the UK Secretary of State for Transport to confirm that from 
December 2017 there will be no ScotRail or Caledonian Sleeper franchise-operated rolling stock that 
discharges toilet effluent on to the track and I have asked if the Secretary of State intends to 
accelerate a similar plan on cross-border passenger rail services in Scotland. 

 

Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for 
what reasons rolling stock operated under contract with Transport Scotland will be allowed to 
discharge effluent on the tracks until 1 January 2020. 

 (S4W-22742) 

Keith Brown: From December 2017 there will be no ScotRail or Caledonian Sleeper franchise-
operated rolling stock that discharges toilet effluent on to the track. 

The original deadline of 1 January 2020 was chosen to provide a practically sufficient period to allow 
the ScotRail franchisee the time to be able to remove vehicles from service for the fitment of controlled 
emission tanks without adversely affecting their ability to operate the rail services in Scotland. 

Until then, Network Rail remains actively engaged with track working front line staff and operators to 
remove existing waste and to minimise the locations on the network where such effluent is deposited. 
Network Rail has advised that they have secured specialist contractors to support a programme of 
deep cleaning at key site locations and this work remains ongoing. 

 

Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many carriages fitted with passenger toilet facilities licensed to operate on the ScotRail franchise 
are fitted with controlled emission toilets that are (a) connected and (b) not connected to effluent 
retention tanks and what proportion of the ScotRail rolling stock this represents. 

 (S4W-22743) 

Keith Brown: The number of carriages fitted with passenger toilet facilities operated by the ScotRail 
franchisee is 527. The number of carriages with passenger toilet facilities connected to effluent 
retention tanks is 479. 



The number of carriages with passenger toilet facilities not connected to effluent retention tanks is 
48 – this represents 9% of the carriages fitted with passenger toilet facilities. 

From December 2017 there will be no ScotRail or Caledonian Sleeper franchise-operated rolling 
stock that discharges toilet effluent on to the track. 

 

Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government on 
which ScotRail routes the rolling stock is not fitted with effluent retention tanks. 

 (S4W-22745) 

Keith Brown: The routes on which rolling stock which is not fitted with effluent retention tanks 
operate, according to the December 2013 rolling stock unit diagrams, are: 

Glasgow Queen Street to Alloa, Oban, Fort William, Mallaig and Anniesland; 
Glasgow Central to Kilmarnock, East Kilbride, Stranraer, Dumfries, Carlisle;  
Edinburgh to Glasgow via Shotts; 
Edinburgh to Newcraighall; 
Edinburgh to Fife 

From December 2017 there will be no ScotRail or Caledonian Sleeper franchise-operated rolling 
stock that discharges toilet effluent on to the track. 

 

Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will take steps to require all ScotRail rolling stock to be fitted with effluent retention tanks 
before 1 January 2020. 

 (S4W-22746) 

Keith Brown: From December 2017 there will be no ScotRail or Caledonian Sleeper franchise-
operated rolling stock that discharges toilet effluent on to the track. 

The invitation to tender issued by Transport Scotland for the ScotRail franchise competition specified 
that the fitment of controlled emission tank equipment for all rolling stock to be used on the ScotRail 
franchise must be installed before 1 January 2020. 

This forms an obligation on the franchisee and is contracted in the franchise agreement contract for 
the franchise commencing on 1 April 2015. 

 

Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many bidders for the ScotRail franchise have explained in the Rolling Stock Improvement 
Delivery Plan how they will fit effluent retention tanks on all rolling stock and how many have 
committed to complete this improvement before 1 January 2020. 

 (S4W-22747) 

Keith Brown: This was an issue that was recognised in preparation of the specification for the next 
Scotrail franchise that commences on 1 April 2015. An obligation is included in the new franchise 
contract for all rolling stock, with on-train toilets, to be fitted with controlled emission tanks. 

From December 2017 there will be no ScotRail or Caledonian Sleeper franchise-operated rolling 
stock that discharges toilet effluent on to the track. 

 

Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what discussions with rolling stock companies it had regarding the design of the invitation to tender for 
ScotRail services published in January 2014 and whether it discussed the deadline for connecting 
rolling stock toilets to effluent retention tanks. 

 (S4W-22748) 

Keith Brown: During early 2013, Transport Scotland held a series of market briefings with the rail 
industry about the franchise procurement exercise and the franchise objectives. The draft invitation to 



tender (ITT) was issued to pre-qualified bidders in November 2013 with the final ITT issued to bidders 
in January 2014. 

From December 2017 there will be no ScotRail or Caledonian Sleeper franchise-operated rolling 
stock that discharges toilet effluent on to the track. 

 

Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether ScotRail rolling stock used during the Commonwealth Games 2014 was fitted with effluent 
retention tanks and what discussions it had with the operator regarding the discharge of effluent on the 
tracks on ScotRail routes prior to the start of the Games. 

 (S4W-22749) 

Keith Brown: All ScotRail rolling stock used during the Commonwealth Games were fitted with 
effluent retention tanks with the exception of class 156 trains and class 314 trains. The class 314 
trains are not fitted with toilets. No discussions were held regarding the discharge of effluent on the 
tracks prior to the start of the Games. 

 

Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what guidance on passenger toilet facilities it issued to the operator of ScotRail services prior to the 
Commonwealth Games 2014. 

 (S4W-22750) 

Keith Brown: Transport Scotland engage regularly with ScotRail on rolling stock and station 
improvements to passenger facilities. The current ScotRail franchise requires that ScotRail passenger 
toilet facilities are fully functional including all lights, locks and seats. 

Recent discussions on passenger toilet facilities included the ongoing refurbishment of the class 318 
trains which are being fitted with new compliant passenger toilet facilities and the upgrade to the toilets 
at Glasgow Queen Street station. 

 

Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when it will announce the successful bidder for the ScotRail franchise and on what date it will publish 
the franchise agreement. 

 (S4W-22758) 

Keith Brown: On 8 October 2014, Scottish Ministers announced the intention to award the new 
ScotRail franchise to Abellio ScotRail Limited. The ScotRail franchise agreement will be published in 
due course. 

 

Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what (a) service level, (b) station and (c) infrastructure improvements it has achieved on each 
franchised ScotRail passenger route in each year since 2012 and how each was funded. 

 (S4W-22759) 

Keith Brown: Since 2012 the Scottish Government has worked with ScotRail to achieve many 
improvements to service level, stations and infrastructure. The improvements and funding is set out in 
the following table by Regional Transport Partnership (RTP) area: 

RTP Improvement since 2012 Funded 

SPT area  
routes - Paisley Canal, 
Anniesland, Whifflet, 
East Kilbride, Neilston, 
Newton, Barrhead, 
Kilmarnock, 
Dunbartonshire, 

  



RTP Improvement since 2012 Funded 

Lanarkshire, Ayrshire, 
Inverclyde, Shotts 

(a) service level Sunday service on Edinburgh to Glasgow 
via Shotts 

 

No increase to 
franchise 
payments 

New two hourly service between Glasgow 
Central and Edinburgh via Carstairs 

Scottish 
Goverment - 

franchise 

Paisley Canal electrification has provided 
journey time improvements 

Network 
RailRegulatory 

Asset Base (RAB) 

Increased frequency and reduced journey 
time between Glasgow and Ayr – Monday 

to Saturday (from two to four trains per 
hour) 

Scottish 
Government – 

franchise 
 

Increased frequency of service between 
Glasgow and Ayr on Sundays (from hourly 

to half hourly with earlier start and later 
finish) 

No increase to 
franchise 
payments 

 

Introduction of a two hourly service 
between Ayr and Edinburgh via Glasgow 

Central between peak periods 

Scottish 
Government - 

franchise 

Increased frequency of service between 
Glasgow and Gourock (from three to four 

per hour) 

Scottish 
Government - 

franchise 

Sunday service introduced to call at 
Dalmarnock station; 

Sunday service introduced to call at 
Anderston station; 

New hourly Sunday service between 
Glasgow and Anniesland 

No increase to 
franchise 
payments 

Electrification of the Cumbernauld route 
has enabled three services per hour to be 

provided (previously two per hour); two 
extended from Dalmuir to Springburn and 

one service between Glasgow Queen 
Street and Falkirk Grahamston via 

Cumbernauld 

Scottish 
Government - 

franchise 

Increased frequency between Glasgow 
Queen Street and Edinburgh via Airdrie to 

Bathgate providing a half hourly service 
from start of service; 

Recast of Argyle Line services with 
improved journey time on some routes; 

Introduction of electrified services on the 
Whifflet route (some routes have also been 
improved with early morning, later services 

or additional station calls) 

No increase to 
franchise 
payments 

 

(b) station Cumbernauld redevelopment Network Rail RAB 

Dalmarnock redevelopment 
 

Third party 
funding with RAB 

contribution 



RTP Improvement since 2012 Funded 

Newton - new lifts and footbridge; 
Hyndland - new lifts and footbridge; 

Milliken Park – ramp 

Network Rail RAB 

Irvine – car park expansion 
 

Scottish 
Government 

budget – shovel 
ready 

Glasgow Central High level, Low Level, 
Charing Cross, Anderston and Argyle 

Street – Gateline 

Network Rail RAB 

Glasgow Queen Street toilet refurbishment Scottish 
Government - 

franchise 

Pollokshaws West – disused station 
building: cycle hire/repairs;  

New Cumnock – disused station building: 
café/youth hub; 

Helensburgh Central – mixed martial arts 
gym 

Scottish 
Government – 

Station 
Community 

Regeneration 
Fund (SCRF) 

A package of station enhancements have 
also been carried out at a large number of 

stations in the SPT area such as new 
customer information screens, new 
shelters, cycle racks, ticket vending 

machines, wi-fi, seating, automatic ticket 
doors, adjustable counters, environmental 

improvements etc. 

Scottish 
Government – 
franchise/ third 

party 
 
 
 
 

(c) infrastructure Rutherglen and Coatbridge (Whifflet 
electrification); 

Cumbernauld electrification; 
Paisley corridor improvements; 

Paisley Canal electrification; 
Newton junction re-doubling to provide 

improved line speed; 
Busby Junction doubling; 

Whitecraigs turnback 

RAB 

SWESTRANS routes – 
Stranraer, Carlisle and 
Newcastle 

  

(a) service level Early morning service from Dumfries to 
Glasgow; 

Additional Sunday evening Glasgow to 
Stranraer service 

 No increase to 
franchise 
payments 

(b) station A package of station enhancements have 
also been carried out at a number of 

stations in the area such as new customer 
information screens, new shelters, cycle 

racks, ticket vending machines, wi-fi, 
seating, automatic ticket doors, adjustable 

counters, environmental improvements etc. 

Scottish 
Government – 
franchise/third 

party 

(c) infrastructure Hurlford improvement; 
Dumfries station turnback and line speed 

improvements 

Network Rail RAB 
 



RTP Improvement since 2012 Funded 

SEStran routes – Fife, 
Newcraighall, North 
Berwick, Dunbar, 
Edinburgh-Glasgow 

  

(a) service level Enhanced Sunday service on Fife Circle 
providing an hourly frequency; 

New Sunday Perth to Edinburgh service via 
Dunfermline and return journey in the 

evening; 
Introduction of a Saturday service between 

Edinburgh and Dunbar; 
Increased frequency between Glasgow 
Queen Street and Edinburgh via Falkirk 

High providing a half hourly service from 
start of service; 

Increased frequency of Sunday service 
between Stirling and Edinburgh 

No increase to 
franchise 
payments 

(b) station 
 
 
 

Haymarket redevelopment;  
Edinburgh Waverley redevelopment and 

steps upgrade; 
Linlithgow – new lifts; 

Rosyth – new access ramp; 
Shotts – new access ramp; 

Camelon line speed improvement; 
Ladybank junction 

Network Rail RAB 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bathgate – car park expansion 
 

Scottish 
Government 

budget - shovel 
ready 

North Queensferry – disused station 
building: exhibition centre 

Scottish 
Government - 

SCRF 

A package of station enhancements have 
also been carried out at a number of 

stations in the area such as new customer 
information screens, new shelters, cycle 

racks, ticket vending machines, wi-fi, 
seating,  automatic ticket doors, adjustable 
counters, environmental improvements etc. 

Scottish 
Government – 
franchise/ third 

party 

(c) infrastructure No improvements  

Tactran routes – 
Dundee, Stirling, Perth, 
Dunblane, Alloa 

  

(a) service level Additional calls at Monifeith, Broughty; 
Ferry and Invergowrie stations on Monday 

to Saturday; 
Early morning Dundee to Inverness service 

No increase to 
franchise 
payments 

(b) station Gleneagles station refurbishment and 
enhancement 

RAB and other 
third parties 

Dunblane – new footbridge; 
Perth – new footbridge, Gateline 

Network Rail RAB 

Ladybank – new car park Scottish 
Government 



RTP Improvement since 2012 Funded 

budget - shovel 
ready 

Ladybank – disused station building: multi-
purpose meeting room 

Scottish 
Government - 

SCRF 

A package of station enhancements have 
also been carried out at a number of 

stations in the area such as new customer 
information screens, new shelters, cycle 

racks, ticket vending machines, wi-fi, 
seating, automatic ticket doors, adjustable 

counters, environmental improvements etc. 

Scottish 
Government – 
franchise/ third 

party 
 

(c) infrastructure Stirling Middle junction; 
Barnhill line speed improvement 

Network Rail RAB 
 

Nestrans routes - 
Aberdeen, Inverness,  

  

(a) service level Additional weekday calls at Portlethen and 
Laurencekirk stations 

No increase to 
franchise 
payments 

Increased frequency of service between 
Glasgow and Aberdeen on a Sunday 

providing an hourly service (previously two 
hourly) 

Scottish 
Government - 

franchise 
 

(b) station Dyce – new footbridge; 
Montrose – new footbridge 

Network Rail RAB 
 

Keith – car park expansion Scottish 
Government – 

shovel ready 

A package of station enhancements have 
also been carried out at a number of 

stations in the area such as new customer 
information screens, new shelters, cycle 

racks, ticket vending machines, wi-fi, 
seating, automatic ticket doors, adjustable 

counters, environmental improvements etc. 

Scottish 
Government – 
franchise/ third 

party 
 

(c) infrastructure No improvements  

HITRANS routes - Oban, 
Mallaig, Wick, Thurso, 
Kyle of Lochalsh, Fort 
William 

  

(a) service level New station call at Conon Bridge station 
 

No increase to 
franchise 
payments 

Increased frequency of service between 
Glasgow and Oban on weekdays (from 

three services to six service per day) 

Scottish 
Government – 

franchise 

Increased frequency of service between 
Glasgow and Oban on Sunday (from one 

service to two services) 

No increase to 
franchise 
payments 

(b) station Conon Bridge station development 
 
 

Scottish 
Government with 
contribution from 



RTP Improvement since 2012 Funded 

other third parties 

Inverness – Gateline Network Rail RAB 

Tain – disused station building: restaurant 
and bar; 

Helmsdale – disused station building: 
Holiday let  

Scottish 
Government - 

SCRF 

A package of station enhancements have 
also been carried out at a number of 

stations in the area such as new customer 
information screens, new shelters, cycle 
racks, ticket vending machines, seating, 

automatic ticket doors, adjustable counters, 
environmental improvements etc. 

Scottish 
Government – 
franchise/ third 

party 

(c) infrastructure No improvements.  
 

Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what assessment it has made of the benefits to passengers of the next franchised ScotRail contract, 
broken down by (a) passenger service route and (b) region. 

 (S4W-22760) 

Keith Brown: The evaluation criteria for franchise award was 65% price, 35% quality. The winning 
bidder’s quality submission contained a variety of benefits to passengers. Details of these benefits by 
route and by region may be found here:  
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/rail/scotrail-franchise/scotrail-franchise-renewal-programme 

 

Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what assessment it has made of the benefits to rail freight (a) volumes and (b) services of the next 
franchised ScotRail contract, broken down by (i) route and (ii) region. 

 (S4W-22761) 

Keith Brown: We have a very clear expectation as part of our overall strategy that Abellio ScotRail 
will work closely with the rail freight sector, Network Rail and other stakeholders to maximise the 
economic and social impact of Scotland’s railways. For example, in the efficient delivery of major 
projects such as the Highland Main Line improvements and the identification, development and 
delivery of high value, opportunity led interventions through the CP5 funds. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what provisions have been made to set aside land for the future dualling of the 
Highland Main Line railway in accordance with the A9 dualling programme. 

 (S4W-22799) 

Keith Brown: The Strategic Transport Projects Review formed a multi-modal appraisal of the Perth 
to Inverness corridor and concluded that both road and rail interventions should be brought forward. 
The Scottish Government’s ambitious plans to dual the A9 between Perth and Inverness and upgrade 
the Highland Main Line are programmed to be completed by 2025 and will significantly reduce the 
journey times between Perth and Inverness. Transport Scotland officials are working closely together 
to ensure that the optimum solution is found for both projects. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the cost was 
of David MacBrayne Ltd’s bid for the contract to operate Swedish ferry services in the Baltic Sea. 

 (S4W-22929) 

http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/rail/scotrail-franchise/scotrail-franchise-renewal-programme


Keith Brown: The cost of bidding for this contract, and any similar future contracts, will be met from 
the company’s own reserves and any financial returns accrued from these contracts will be reinvested 
in the company. It is considered that these costs are commercially sensitive and, as such, David 
MacBrayne Ltd does not intend to release them. 

 


