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Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what funding is 
available for first time connections to the water main. 

 (S4W-22641) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Scottish Water is required by The Provision of Water and Sewerage Services 
(Reasonable Cost) (Scotland) Regulations 2011 to make a contribution towards the costs of 
connecting new customers. The amounts payable and terms under which these are paid are set out in 
the regulations. Regulations covering the 2015-21 period will be issued for consultation shortly. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether any of 
the £3.5 billion investment by Scottish Water announced on 29 September 2014 is for first time 
connections to the water main. 

 (S4W-22642) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The £3.5 billion investment is designed to address, in the main, priorities that 
arise on the public network from the need to meet mandatory standards in relation to drinking water 
and the environment. This also includes sums necessary to accommodate growth including the 
amounts payable under the Provision of Water and Sewerage Services (Reasonable Cost) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2011. The priorities as agreed are set out in directions issued to Scottish Water on 1 
October 2014. 

A specific provision has been included to require Scottish Water to assist regulators with the 
assessment of the sustainable and cost effective options to improve private provision. A Rural 
Provision Group has been established to carry out this assessment. In the light of recommendations 
ministers may instruct Scottish Water to facilitate improvements. The investment Directions are 
available at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00459867.pdf  

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it plans to 
provide grant funding to assist domestic households with first time connections to the water main. 

 (S4W-22643) 

Nicola Sturgeon: In Scotland, there are over 20,000 private water supplies of which some 10% are 
larger supplies supplying commercial premises or large communities. It is essential that before any 
funds are allocated that there is a fuller understanding of the location, nature and condition of these 
supplies. For this reason, the government has asked that the assessment as noted in my answer to 
S4W-22642 on 14 October 2014, be carried out. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
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