
Wednesday 8 October 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much 
funding has been allocated each local authority in 2014-15 to enable them to fully mitigate the so-
called bedroom tax through the use of discretionary housing payments. 

 (S4W-22558) 

Margaret Burgess: The information requested can be found in the following table: 

 DWP funding Scottish Government 
funding allocated to 

date 

Total 

Aberdeen £308,438 £842,096 £1,150,534 

Aberdeenshire £480,948 £441,326 £922,274 

Angus £357,857 £328,376 £686,233 

Argyll and Bute £409,580 £375,838 £785,418 

Clackmannanshire £176,383 £416,208 £592,591 

Dumfries and Galloway £732,662 £672,303 £1,404,965 

Dundee £484,174 £1,328,521 £1,812,695 

East Ayrshire £322,608 £1,110,356 £1,432,964 

East Dunbartonshire £102,435 £274,005 £376,440 

East Lothian £122,558 £304,923 £427,481 

East Renfrewshire £67,736 £193,154 £260,890 

Edinburgh £1,533,120 £2,986,782 £4,519,902 

Eilean Siar £109,743 £100,702 £210,445 

Falkirk £258,058 £955,637 £1,213,695 

Fife £693,077 £2,267,467 £2,960,544 

Glasgow £2,724,843 £5,812,024 £8,536,867 

Highland £1,178,903 £1,081,781 £2,260,684 

Inverclyde £210,794 £671,144 £881,938 

Midlothian £183,798 £510,664 £694,462 

Moray £228,368 £209,554 £437,922 

North Ayrshire £408,703 £1,356,641 £1,765,344 

North Lanarkshire £692,677 £2,166,541 £2,859,218 

Orkney £50,592 £46,424 £97,016 

Perth and Kinross £380,620 £349,263 £729,883 

Renfrewshire £369,000 £1,243,136 £1,612,136 

Scottish Borders £464,841 £426,546 £891,387 

Shetland £71,267 £65,396 £136,663 

South Ayrshire £305,618 £720,046 £1,025,664 

South Lanarkshire £638,098 £1,833,922 £2,472,020 

Stirling £420,609 £385,958 £806,567 

West Dunbartonshire £339,751 £1,220,039 £1,559,790 

West Lothian £402,484 £1,303,226 £1,705,710 

SCOTLAND £15,230,343 £ 32,000,000 £47,230,343 

 

An additional £3 million of Scottish Government funding will be distributed in May 2015 according to 
local authorities’ actual expenditure on discretionary housing payments. This distribution was agreed 
with COSLA on 29 August 2014. 

 



Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether any extra 
funds have been allocated to social landlords to help meet the April 2015 target for the Scottish 
Housing Quality Standard and, if so, how much. 

 (S4W-22603) 

Margaret Burgess: The Scottish Housing Quality Standard (SHQS) is not funded directly by the 
Scottish Government. The SHQS is funded through social landlords’ investment plans, including 
prudential borrowing for local authorities and private sector borrowing for housing associations. Social 
landlords are also able to access funding for energy efficiency improvements from energy companies. 
The Scottish Housing Regulator reported earlier this year that landlords intend to spend approximately 
£852 million in 2014 and 2015 to bring homes up to SHQS. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many homes 
designed to meet the requirements of (a) disabled and (b) older people in order to facilitate 
independent living have been built in each year since 2009-10. 

 (S4W-22613) 

Margaret Burgess: The following table shows a breakdown of completions for 
older/wheelchair/physically disabled provision from 2009-10 to 2013-14:  

Category 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 
Provisional 

Older 489 577 575 401 458 

Older Physical Disabled 15 39 0 1 10 

Older Wheelchair 13 22 12 10 14 

Older Supported Residential 73 18 0 12 32 

Wheelchair 129 208 223 140 140 

Physical Disabled 84 79 59 23 4 

Total 803 943 869 587 658 

 

Notwithstanding these specific categories, the Affordable Housing Supply Programme supports the 
delivery of flexible housing capable of being adapted to suit peoples’ changing requirements. 
Therefore wherever possible, all units are built to varying needs standards. While there are projects 
specifically for particular needs, many projects that we fund will include a mix of homes for both 
general needs and particular needs. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the 
approach set out in Homes Fit for the 21st Century: The Scottish Government's Strategy and Action 
Plan for Housing in the Next Decade: 2011-2020, which green industries are involved in the 
completion of affordable homes. 

 (S4W-22614) 

Margaret Burgess: The promotion of environmental sustainability in the development of greener 
homes is being supported through the Scottish Government Greener Homes Innovation Scheme. This 
scheme, currently comprising 319 new homes (13 projects) was launched on 25 September 2012, and 
is specifically for affordable homes that employ modern, environmentally friendly methods of off-site 
construction. This includes walls, floors, pipes, kitchens and roofs which are assembled in a factory 
then transported, as a unit, to the building site, ensuring a faster construction process, reduced waste 
and less disruption to the environment. We will look at evaluating the scheme later this year. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much it has 
received each year from the European Investment Bank for use in housing projects. 

 (S4W-22615) 

Margaret Burgess: The Scottish Government does not receive funds from the European 
Investment Bank for use in housing projects. Individual housing associations may access funds, but 
the Scottish Government does not hold this information centrally. 



 

Roderick Campbell (North East Fife) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many homes and businesses (a) have received improved broadband connectivity to date and (b) 
will have received improved connectivity by the end of 2014 in North East Fife, and how much money 
has been invested in North East Fife as part of the Digital Scotland Superfast Broadband programme. 

 (S4W-22631) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The figures for the most recent work through the Digital Scotland Superfast 
Broadband projects are still to be validated through an assurance project. 

It is projected that the programme has provided access to fibre broadband to more than 108,000 
premises since the contracts were signed last year. This projection includes over 28,000 across the 
Highlands and Islands, and more than 90,000 across the rest of Scotland project areas. We intend to 
provide access to fibre broadband for around 700,000 premises by the end of the programme. 

We are not able to provide a breakdown of the amount of premises connected or money spent 
specifically in North East Fife. However, Fife as a whole will receive significant benefits from the 
project. Fife Council is contributing £2.8 million to the project. Along with the other public and private 
sector funding in this £200 million investment, the level of fibre coverage in Fife is expected to 
increase from 69% to 98% of premises during the 4.5 years of the programme. 

Enterprise and Environment 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment it has made of the total level of independent financial guarantees in place for restoration 
and aftercare of operational open cast coal sites. 

 (S4W-22606) 

Fergus Ewing: There are currently twelve open cast sites in Scotland that are operational. Of those 
sites, nine are still producing coal and three are carrying out restoration and care/maintenance 
activities. Restoration and aftercare arrangements including financial guarantees are agreed between 
the operator and the planning authority as part of the planning process on a site-by-site basis. 

Scottish Planning Policy states, “Planning authorities should, through planning conditions and legal 
agreements, ensure that a high standard of restoration and aftercare is managed effectively and that 
such work is undertaken at the earliest opportunity. A range of financial guarantee options is currently 
available and planning authorities should consider the most effective solution on a site-by-site basis.” 

Issues of restoration and aftercare for open cast sites were addressed as part of the cross-party 
Scottish coal industry taskforce through the Scottish Government’s consultation Opencast Coal 
Restoration: Effective Regulation, which invited views on revisions to planning policy and advice 
including Planning Advice Note 64: Reclamation of Surface Mineral Workings. The consultation closed 
on 27 February 2014. 

The analysis from responses received for that consultation was published in July 2014 and is 
available at http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00457043.pdf. 

Two separate working groups have been established to take forward and develop and make 
assessment of the responses to the consultation. 

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment it has made of the risk of restoration and aftercare liabilities at operational open cast coal 
sites falling to the public sector if the operators go into liquidation. 

 (S4W-22607) 

Fergus Ewing: There are currently twelve open cast sites in Scotland that are operational. Of those 
sites, nine are still producing coal and three are carrying out restoration and care/maintenance 
activities. Restoration and aftercare arrangements including financial guarantees are agreed between 
the operator and the planning authority as part of the planning process on a site-by-site basis. 

Issues of restoration and aftercare for open cast sites were addressed as part of the Scottish 
Government’s consultation Opencast Coal Restoration: Effective Regulation, which invited views on 
revisions to planning policy and advice including Planning Advice Note 64: Reclamation of Surface 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00457043.pdf


Mineral Workings. The consultation closed on 27 February 2014. Two separate working groups have 
been established to take forward and develop and assess the responses to the consultation. 

Health and Social Care 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, in light of the result of the referendum, whether there is a timetable for the 
privatisation of NHS services. 

 (S4W-22599) 

Alex Neil: There are no plans to privatise NHS services. Unlike in England, where NHS spending on 
private and other providers has gone through the £10 billion barrier, the mutual NHSScotland does not 
seek to promote competition. 

Learning and Justice 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it uses a 
central recording system to monitor the patterns of the use of new psychoactive substances, and what 
the reason is for its position on this matter. 

 (S4W-22579) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The Scottish Government continues to update its data collection tools to 
include new psychoactive substances (NPS). We have commissioned a review of evidence and data 
available on NPS and this will inform improvements in collection and research. An integrated drug and 
alcohol information system is also under development. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it 
has had with the Welsh Government regarding the Welsh Emerging Drugs and Identification of Novel 
Substances Project (WEDINOS), which samples previously unknown or unidentified drugs, and what 
discussions it has had with universities regarding introducing a similar approach in Scotland. 

 (S4W-22581) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The Scottish Government is in regular contact with the Welsh 
Government on a range of matters, including the WEDINOS project. Scottish Government officials 
have met with Welsh counterparts and are monitoring the WEDINOS project with interest. We are 
working with universities on a range of matters, including drugs. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what drug (a) testing 
and (b) monitoring groups it funds. 

 (S4W-22582) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The Scottish Government provides resources to Alcohol and Drug 
Partnerships across Scotland to create relevant networks available at the local level. Where 
appropriate, this includes monitoring groups. 

The Scottish Government engages with some drug trends monitoring groups, including regularly 
with the Edinburgh drug trends monitoring group and the Greater Glasgow and Clyde drug trends 
monitoring group. These groups look at emerging drug trends, their issues and challenges, and 
develop action plans to improve local responses. 

Transport Scotland 

Annabelle Ewing (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will provide an update on progress with the development of plans for rail 
services. 

 (S4W-22797) 

Keith Brown: I can confirm that after rigorous evaluation it is our intention to award the ScotRail 
franchise to Abellio ScotRail Limited. The franchise will be of ten years duration with a break point 
exercisable on the fifth anniversary of its commencement. The new franchise will commence on 1 April 
2015. 



The following question received a holding answer: 

S4W-22586 


