
Monday 6 October 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when local 
authorities received funding to enable them to fully mitigate the so-called bedroom tax. 

 (S4W-22559) 

Margaret Burgess: The initial allocation of £20 million was included in the 2014-15 local 
government finance settlement from 1 April 2014 and is being paid to individual local authorities on a 
weekly basis as part of their general revenue grant allocations. An additional £15 million was held 
back whilst negotiations were ongoing with the UK Government around the removal of the cap on 
Discretionary Housing Payments (DHPs). Following agreement with the Convention of Scottish Local 
Authorities, £12 million of this will be paid in the last two weeks of March 2015, the remaining £3 
million being paid in May 2015 following the publication of DHP statistics which will allow the Scottish 
Government to reimburse local authorities according to actual DHP expenditure. 

The funding was announced in advance of the Scottish budget in February 2014 and I wrote to each 
local authority on 28 March 2014 to confirm that they would receive sufficient funding to fully mitigate 
the bedroom tax in 2014-15. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
considers that all social landlords will meet the Scottish Housing Quality Standard by April 2015. 

 (S4W-22601) 

Margaret Burgess: The independent Scottish Housing Regulator (SHR) is responsible for 
monitoring landlords’ progress towards meeting the Scottish Housing Quality Standard (SHQS). The 
SHR reported earlier this year that social landlords are making steady progress towards the 2015 
target, with 94% of social landlords anticipating they will meet the SHQS by April 2015. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether any social 
landlords have indicated that they might not meet the Scottish Housing Quality Standard by April 
2015. 

 (S4W-22602) 

Margaret Burgess: The independent Scottish Housing Regulator (SHR) is responsible for 
monitoring landlords’ progress towards meeting the Scottish Housing Quality Standard (SHQS). The 
SHR reported earlier this year that ten social landlords anticipated that some of their housing stock will 
not meet the SHQS by April 2015. The SHR is engaging with these landlords to seek further 
assurance on how they plan to address this shortfall. 

The SHR recently published landlord reports which include updated SHQS information for each 
landlord along with performance data in other key service areas. The SHR has also published national 
figures on compliance and exemption as at 31 March 2014 as part of the dataset available on its 
website and later this year will publish national analysis of all social landlords’ performance. 

Enterprise and Environment 

John Mason (Glasgow Shettleston) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what discussions it has with COSLA and the Scottish Environment Protection Agency to ensure that 
local authorities are working toward achieving the objectives set out in the Climate Change (Scotland) 
Act 2009. 

 (S4W-22585) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Public Sector Climate Leaders Forum (PSCLF) provides a formal means of 
discussing climate change action with both COSLA and the Scottish Environment Protection Agency. I 
chair the forum which meets quarterly and Councillor Stephen Hagan, COSLA Spokesperson on 
Development, Economy and Sustainability, is deputy chair. Minutes and papers for the meetings are 
available at www.scotland.gov.uk. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/


The Climate Leaders Officers Group provides operational support to PSCLF and is the main delivery 
vehicle for the actions arising from PSCLF. 

I have also had several bilateral meetings over the last year with Councillor Hagan, to discuss 
climate change and also biodiversity, and the Scottish Government funds a policy manager post within 
COSLA to provide liaison between the government and COSLA on climate change and waste issues. 

Finance 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
safeguards have been introduced to ensure that Scotland Excel assesses tenders and awards 
contracts fairly and equitably. 

 (S4W-22576) 

Nicola Sturgeon: All public bodies, including Scotland Excel, must act in accordance with the EU 
treaty principles of transparency, proportionality, equal treatment, non-discrimination and mutual 
recognition. When awarding contracts worth more than the EU thresholds, they must also comply with 
the Public Contracts (Scotland) Regulations 2012, which transpose the 2004 European Public 
Procurement Directive. The Procurement Reform (Scotland) Act 2014 will introduce regulation for 
lower value contracts which are not regulated by the EU directives. 

In order to help public bodies to comply with this legal framework, we publish a range of 
procurement guidance. This is available on the Scottish Government website. 

If a firm feels that a public body has not acted in accordance with the relevant legislation, we offer a 
voluntary and informal advice, support and dispute resolution service through our Single Point of 
Enquiry for procurement. 

Parties may also have recourse to the courts, and can lodge a complaint with the European 
Commission. 

Health and Social Care 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when the report 
from the public inquiry into Clostridium difficile at the Vale of Leven Hospital will be published. 

 (S4W-22593) 

Alex Neil: I have recently been advised by Lord MacLean, Chairman of the Vale of Leven Hospital 
Inquiry that he intends to publish his report on Monday 24 November 2014 at Fifteen Ninety Nine, 232-
242 St Vincent Street, Glasgow (the premises of the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons). 

Further details will be available on the Vale of Leven Hospital Inquiry website.  

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the cost of 
the public inquiry into Clostridium difficile at the Vale of Leven Hospital has been and how this 
compares with the costs of other recent public inquiries. 

 (S4W-22594) 

Alex Neil: The information on inquiry costs is set out in the following table:  

Inquiry Cost 

ICL Inquiry £1.9 million 

Fingerprint Inquiry £4.75 million 

Penrose Inquiry (ongoing) £11.5 million (as at 31 August 2014) 

Vale of Leven Hospital Inquiry (ongoing) £10.1 million (as at 30 July 2014) 

It is not possible to make direct comparisons of the costs associated with different public inquiries, 
established under the Inquiries Act 2005, because the terms of reference are specific to each inquiry. 

 

Gil Paterson (Clydebank and Milngavie) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government when the report of the Vale of Leven Hospital inquiry will be published. 

 (S4W-22722) 

http://www.valeoflevenhospitalinquiry.org/


Alex Neil: I am pleased to be able to inform Parliament that the Vale of Leven Hospital Inquiry 
Report will be published on Monday 24 November 2014. 

Further details will be available on the Vale of Leven Hospital Inquiry website in due course. 

 

http://www.valeoflevenhospitalinquiry.org/

