
Wednesday 1 October 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Claudia Beamish (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
resources it is allocating to ensure that the data sets for the indicators in its biodiversity strategy report 
for 2011-13 are up-to-date and relate to the period of time specified for reporting. 

Holding answer issued: 18 September 2014 (S4W-22441) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The 2011-13 report contains tables of biodiversity indicators that were initially 
developed for the 2004 Scottish biodiversity strategy. Not all of these indicators have been updated 
within the 2011-13 reporting period. The reasons for this vary between indicators but in many cases 
the cycles of data collection are not aligned with the three yearly report to Parliament requirement 
because data collection frequency reflects the pace of change affecting the indicator. 

The table below provides information on update status of the current indicators. 

Most of the indicator datasets are being collected by bodies such as the Scottish Environmental 
Protection Agency, Forestry Commission Scotland and Scottish Natural Heritage for other purposes, 
without the need for additional resource. Some of the current indicators are being reviewed or re-
developed to reflect the strategy or legislation to which they are associated, this especially affects 
fresh water, marine and woodland indicators. 

Some datasets which were used for the suite of indicators for the 2011-13 report are no longer being 
updated or came from one-off research reports and will therefore not be used for future reporting. 
However the suite of indicators required for the purposes of the 2020 challenge is being considered by 
the Science and Technical Group for the Scottish Biodiversity Committee in conjunction with the 
development of a suite of new ecosystem health indicators. 
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Claudia Beamish (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
action it is taking (a) through the Scotland Rural Development Programme and (b) generally to reverse 
the reported decline of vascular plant diversity in order to protect the number of pollinators that was 
identified in the biodiversity strategy report for 2011-13. 

Holding answer issued: 18 September 2014 (S4W-22442) 

Paul Wheelhouse: (a) Around £33 million was approved for pollinator-friendly options in the 2007-
13 Scotland Rural Development Programme (SRDP). The principal types of pollinator-friendly 
management that have been supported under SRDP are: 

Creating wildflower-rich mosaics and increasing the diversification of flowering habitats at the 
appropriate landscape scale, maintaining or restoring permanent or short‐term flower‐rich habitats 

such as unimproved grassland and field margins, creating permanent species‐rich grassland habitats 
including a mixture of grasses and wild flowers. 

Actions directed at grassland are particularly important for pollinators. The most important options 
for pollinators in the 2007-13 SRDP were, conversion and maintenance of organic farming, habitat 
mosaic management, species-rich grassland management and cropped machair. 

These options are being rolled forward into the new programme and pollinators will continue to be 
one of the beneficiaries as the arable options are designed to have as much ‘multifunctioning benefit’ 
as possible.  

It is anticipated that the benefit to pollinators will increase as the total SRDP agri-environment 
budget for 2014-20 has increased by around £10 million per year in comparison to the last 
programme. 

From 2015 farmers will also need to comply with new greening requirements in return for their full 
pillar 1 payment. These include a requirement to ensure that an area equivalent to 5% of eligible 
arable land is ecological focus area, which has the potential to benefit pollinators.   

The reported decline in vascular plant diversity is also being addressed through a range of other 
actions to restore ecosystems under the Scottish Biodiversity Strategy 2020 Challenge. Scottish 
Natural Heritage (SNH) is developing a route map to 2020 that addresses the key drivers of 
biodiversity loss and identifies the responses required, including those to address vascular plant 
diversity decline. 

Current activities to address vascular plant decline also include; a peatland action plan being 
developed by SNH, native woodland being increased under the Scottish Forestry Strategy and habitat 
networks are expanding through initiatives such as the Central Scotland Green Network, the Scottish 
Government’s 10 year ‘Honey Bee Health Strategy for Scotland’ which has the overall aim to achieve 
a sustainable and healthy population of honey bees for pollination and honey production in Scotland; 
and a ‘Pollinator strategy - a plan for the conservation of wild bees (excluding honey bees) and other 
insect pollinators in Scotland’ being developed by SNH with a view to publishing this by the end of 
2014. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
seals were shot under licence in the (a) first and (b) second reporting periods in 2014. 

Holding answer issued: 25 September 2014 (S4W-22525) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The number of seals shot under licence in the first and second reporting periods 
in 2014 is outlined in the following table:  

 Quarter 1 Quarter 2 

Grey seals 25 68 

Common seals 10 9 

These figures, of 35 seals shot in Q1 and 77 seals shot in Q2, compared to, 85 in Q1 in 2013 and 95 
in Q2 in 2013. Further information can be found on the Scottish Government website at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/marine/Licensing/SealLicensing. 

Information on the subsequent two reporting periods of 2014 will be published on this website in due 
course. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/marine/Licensing/SealLicensing


Health and Social Care 

Hanzala Malik (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its position is 
on each of the findings of the Prostate Cancer UK report, Men United v Prostate Cancer: Five 
inequalities, five solutions. 

 (S4W-22554) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government welcomes the findings of the Prostate Cancer UK report. 
Cancer remains a high priority for the Scottish Government and we have a number of on-going work 
streams which will help to address the inequalities highlighted by the report, including the Detect 
Cancer Early programme and the recent review and update of the cancer referral guidelines. 

 

Hanzala Malik (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
implement Prostate Cancer UK’s call for (a) a national cancer patient experience survey that will carry 
analysis by (i) region, (ii) ethnicity and (iii) age and (b) the inclusion of prostate cancer in the next 
phase of the Detect Cancer Early Initiative, and what the reasons are for its position on this matter. 

 (S4W-22556) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Cancer Taskforce discussed the possibility of a cancer patient experience 
survey in Scotland in their meeting on 27 June 2014. The taskforce agreed that further investigation 
should take place, including examination of the methodology behind the surveys which have taken 
place in other parts of the UK. This will be discussed at the next meeting of the taskforce on 3 October 
2014. 

The Detect Cancer Early Programme Board has discussed the inclusion of additional tumour 
groups, including tumours of the prostate, into the programme, and has consulted with clinicians and 
members of the Scottish Cancer Coalition through an options appraisal process. This data is being 
further analysed, and will be discussed at the next meeting of the Detect Cancer Early Programme 
Board in October 2014. 

 

Hanzala Malik (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
implement Prostate Cancer UK’s call to (a) increase (i) GP and (ii) patient awareness of the Prostate 
Cancer Risk Management Programme and (b) develop national guidelines on the management of 
each of the possible life-changing side effects of prostate cancer treatment, and what the reasons are 
for its position on this matter. 

 (S4W-22557) 

Alex Neil: A Prostate Cancer Risk Management Programme information pack was issued to GPs 
across NHS Scotland, urologists and histopathologists working in Scottish hospitals, and also those 
working in Scottish prostate specific antigen (PSA) testing laboratories in 2009. This was subsequently 
tailored to suit a Scottish audience and is available on the Scottish Government website at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Health/Services/Cancer/Risk-Management 

The pack provides guidance to medical practitioners on the information and help that should be 
provided to patients before PSA testing is undertaken, and the support that may be required by men 
as they deal with the consequences of the PSA test and any resulting diagnosis. 

In order to help men decide whether or not to take the test, an information sheet has been provided 
to give balanced information about the advantages and disadvantages of doing so. This can be found 
at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0039/00398270.pdf 

It is for the Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines Network to determine priorities for development of 
Scottish national clinical guidelines. We also expect clinicians to take account of National Institute for 
Health and Care Excellence Guideline No. 175 (January 2014) on Diagnosis and Treatment of 
Prostate Cancer, which includes advice on managing patients with serious complications of treatment 
including erectile dysfunction, urinary incontinence and radiation-induced enteropathy. 

 

Elaine Smith (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it is using its powers under section 4 (2) of the Breastfeeding etc. (Scotland) Act 2005. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Health/Services/Cancer/Risk-Management
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0039/00398270.pdf


 (S4W-22595) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government is using its powers under section 4 (2) of the 
Breastfeeding etc. (Scotland) Act 2005 to disseminate information promoting and encouraging 
breastfeeding through a number of initiatives and activities, such as: 

The Baby Friendly Initiative (BFI) to deliver BFI accreditation in maternity hospitals and in community 
settings in Scotland. 
‘Welcome to Breastfeed Here’ schemes, these are located in most health board areas in Scotland. 
Local breastfeeding friendly premises are made known to mothers.  
NHS Health Scotland’s Breastfeeding Peer Support Guidance. 
The Feedgood Factor website provides information and support about breastfeeding to mums.  

Transport Scotland 

Siobhan McMahon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
progress has been made on delivering a new railway station in Plains. 

 (S4W-22575) 

Keith Brown: The proposal to progress a railway station at Plains is being taken forward by North 
Lanarkshire Council with the involvement of Plains Community Council. 

Strathclyde Partnership for Transport has assisted with funds for a feasibility study, which was 
returned to the council in July 2014. 

An application for funds to the Scottish Stations Fund can be submitted once an appraisal in line 
with Scottish Transport Appraisal Guidance has been completed. 

 


