
Thursday 25 September 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

 Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
when it will next meet Orkney Islands Council. 

 (S4O-03539) 

Derek Mackay: Since the outcome of the referendum I have spoken to all three Island Councils, and 
just this morning my ministerial colleague, Fergus Ewing met with Councillor James Stockan from 
Orkney Islands Council at the Island Renewables Delivery Forum. 

Enterprise and Environment 

 Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what is being done to ensure sufficient numbers of wild host fish stocks in rivers 
(a) that currently host freshwater pearl mussel populations and (b) where freshwater pearl mussel 
populations are in decline. 

Holding answer issued: 18 September 2014 (S4W-22462) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The range of actions (under initiatives such as the Pearls in Peril EC LIFE 
Project, Scottish Environmental Protection Agency’s Water Environment Fund and Scottish Natural 
Heritage’s (SNH) Species Action Framework) at selected locations include the removal of barriers to 
fish migration, removal of bank protection and other features to restore mussel and fish habitat, 
installation of buffer strips to reduce diffuse pollution, planting riparian woodlands to improve habitat 
and artificial assistance for the colonisation of host fish by pearl mussel larvae. 

Research has also been conducted, notably by the Integrated Aquatic Resources Management 
between Ireland, Northern Ireland and Scotland (IBIS) project and under contract for SNH, to identify 
the specific host species of freshwater pearl mussel in particular rivers. Once this information is 
available it will further inform and guide future restoration actions. 

Learning and Justice 

 Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many young 
people are participating in the pilot permanence and care excellence programme, how much has been 
invested in it, and what the (a) length and (b) evaluation process is. 

Holding answer issued: 22 September 2014 (S4W-22451) 

Aileen Campbell: Young people do not directly participate in the permanence and care excellence 
programme (PACE), but will benefit from the improved systems and decision making that PACE is 
expected to deliver. 

No additional funding has been provided for the PACE programme. Support to PACE is being 
delivered by the Centre for Excellence for Looked After Children in Scotland and the Scottish 
Government, using existing staff resources. The cost of delivering this support is approximately 
£145,000 a year. 

PACE is expected to last at least three years, with implementation in additional local authorities each 
year. 

Evaluation of PACE is built into the programme through collecting data about each small-scale test 
of change and using that evidence to inform scaling up of improvements or to develop further tests of 
change. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what steps it is 
taking to ensure that every educational establishment has a dedicated senior manager for looked-after 
children, when it expects every establishment to provide such a service, and how it is monitoring 
whether the target will be met. 

Holding answer issued: 22 September 2014 (S4W-22452) 

http://www.loughs-agency.org/ibis/


Aileen Campbell: As a result of a recommendation within the Learning With Care, HM Inspectorate 
of Education and Social Work Services Inspectorate report in 2001, local authorities took steps to 
identify a designated senior manager for looked after children and young people in each of their 
educational establishments. 

The Scottish Government developed We Can and Must Do Better: Core tasks for Designated 
Managers in educational and residential establishments in Scotland Guidance (Sept 2008) with 
partners to clarify the role and responsibilities and to support local authorities and professionals carry 
this out. The guidance sits alongside a suit of materials aimed at improving the education of looked 
after children available on We Can and Must Do Better website. 

The Scottish Government funded the Centre for Excellence for looked after children in Scotland in 
2012-13 to provide training for designated managers to learn about the Core Tasks, and 
responsibilities set out in the guidance. Local seminars took place in six local authorities, which we 
well attended and represented a mix of mainstream schools, specialist residential education provision, 
and residential establishments. 

The Designated Manager role is non-statutory and it is for local authorities to decide how best to 
implement this at the local level. The school’s ability to cater for the needs of looked after children and 
young people are measured in the context of the inspection regime. The Scottish Government also 
publish annually data on Educational Outcomes for Looked After Children. 

The designated manager role will be enhanced by the introduction of the Corporate Parenting duties 
in the Children and Young People (Scotland) Act 2014. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

 Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, if 
Scotland decides to separate from the UK, whether the people will be given an opportunity to decide 
whether the negotiated terms of separation are acceptable. 

Holding answer issued: 22 September 2014 (S4W-22470) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The member is referred to question 548 on page 553 of Scotland’s Future: your 
guide to an independent Scotland available at:http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/11/9348 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
has carried out any scenario planning of options available if Scotland decided to separate from the 
UK. 

Holding answer issued: 22 September 2014 (S4W-22471) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The member is referred to question 549 on page 553 of Scotland’s Future: Your 
guide to an independent Scotland available at:http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/11/9348 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what risk 
assessments it has prepared on what would happen if its preferred options could not be delivered if 
Scotland decided to separate from the UK. 

Holding answer issued: 22 September 2014 (S4W-22472) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The member is referred to question 549 on page 553 of Scotland’s Future: your 
guide to an independent Scotland available at:http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/11/9348 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, if 
Scotland decided to separate from the UK, whether it considers that a separate Scotland would 
receive an EU rebate and, if so, what the value of this would be. 

Holding answer issued: 22 September 2014 (S4W-22498) 

Nicola Sturgeon: As set out in Scotland’s Future, the Scottish Government proposes that an 
independent Scotland would negotiate EU membership from within the EU and approach these 
membership negotiations on the principle of ‘continuity of effect’. This approach ensures ‘no detriment’ 
to other member states and no disruption to Scotland’s current fully integrated standing within the EU. 

http://www.hmie.gov.uk/documents/publication/lwc.pdf
http://www.wecanandmustdobetter.org/
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Children/EducOutcomesLAC
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/11/9348
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/11/9348
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/11/9348


As such the current EU budget has been agreed until 2020. The Scottish Government would not 
intend to re-open budget discussions until the next financial period post 2020. 

As stated at page 222 of Scotland’s Future, ‘…we consider that the division of the share of the UK 
rebate would be a matter for negotiation between the Scottish and Westminster Governments’. 

For an estimate of the value of Scotland’s historic share of the rebate, please refer to the answer to 
S4W-22497 on 22 September 2014. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, if 
Scotland decided to separate from the UK, in light of the 1975 referendum being held on a UK-wide 
basis, whether the people of Scotland would be allowed to vote in whether the country should be an 
EU member. 

Holding answer issued: 22 September 2014 (S4W-22502) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-18632 on 16 December 2013. 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-22522 
S4W-22525 
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