
Monday 22 September 2014 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Communities 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many empty homes have been brought back into use by the Scottish Empty Homes Partnership, 
broken down by local authority area. 

 (S4W-22507) 

Margaret Burgess: We do not hold the number of empty homes brought back into use by local 
authority. Councils do report to the empty homes partnership the number of homes brought back into 
use, however, this reporting is not uniform and will result in under-counting. In 2012-13, 76 homes 
were reported as being brought back into use, this then increased to 278 in 2013-14. The empty 
homes partnership has reported that they expect this to increase steeply by the end of 2014-15. 

Enterprise and Environment 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what discussions the Minister for Energy, Enterprise and 
Tourism and his officials have had with Scottish Borders Council regarding a motion passed by the 
council on 29 May 2014 instructing the leader of the council to write to the Scottish Government to 
express concern at the conflict between the sustainability of the government's energy targets and their 
impact on Scottish Borders landscapes. 

Holding answer issued: 28 August 2014 (S4W-22221) 

Fergus Ewing: No discussions have been had between myself or my officials with Scottish Borders 
Council on the motion passed by the council on 29 May 2014. However, a meeting between Scottish 
Government planning and energy officials has been scheduled to discuss matters further with the 
council.  

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for what 
reason the Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Employment and Sustainable Growth said in September 
2013 that "it was impossible to give a definitive answer on whether Royal Mail could be 
renationalised". 

 (S4W-22479) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government and the majority of Scottish MPs at Westminster opposed 
the privatisation of Royal Mail. A privatised Royal Mail threatens the quality of service and risks further 
increasing the price of postage. On independence, the Scottish Government will begin the process of 
bringing the Royal Mail in Scotland back into public ownership. Our approach will be considered in the 
light of circumstances at the point of independence, including the prevailing structure of the Royal 
Mail. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, if 
Scotland decides to separate from the UK, how much it would cost to set up a separate mail service 
and how this would operate. 

 (S4W-22484) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to pages 326 and 327 of Scotland’s Future: Your Guide to an 
Independent Scotland, available at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/11/9348 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, if 
Scotland decided to separate from the UK, whether it would purchase the part of Royal Mail that has 
been privatised, and how much this would cost. 

 (S4W-22486) 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/11/9348


John Swinney: I refer the member to pages 326 and 327 of Scotland’s Future: Your Guide to an 
Independent Scotland, available at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/11/9348 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much 
the UK’s EU rebate is worth to Scotland. 

 (S4W-22497) 

John Swinney: Estimates of Scotland’s historic share of the UK rebate, which assign a population 
share to Scotland, are presented in Government Expenditure and Revenue Scotland 2012-13 which 
can be found at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Economy/GERS  

Finance 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, if 
Scotland decided to separate from the UK, which tax authority would collect taxation from a retired 
person in England who is in receipt of a pension from a Scottish local authority pension fund. 

 (S4W-22475) 

John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-22474 on 22 September 2014. 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx  

Health and Social Care 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, if 
Scotland decided to separate from the UK, whether people who lived in Scotland but paid their income 
tax to (a) an EU and (b) a non-EU member state would be entitled to free prescriptions. 

 (S4W-22478) 

Alex Neil: Eligibility for free prescriptions in Scotland is determined by provisions set out in the NHS 
(Free Prescriptions and Charges for Drugs and Appliances) (Scotland) Regulations 2011, and is 
based on whether the patient concerned presents a Scottish NHS prescription form, or equivalent, for 
dispensing at a community pharmacy in Scotland. 

There is an additional special arrangement for patients resident in Scotland but registered with an 
NHS GP practice in England, and who presents their English prescription form for dispensing at a 
community pharmacy in Scotland. 

The white paper Scotland’s Future indicated that this Scottish Government would retain the policy of 
free prescriptions in an independent Scotland. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government for what reason the vacancy rate for consultant psychiatrists in the NHS 
increased from 218 to 324 between December 2013 and March 2014, according to ISD Scotland 
workforce statistics. 

 (S4W-22510) 

Alex Neil: It may be helpful to note that the vacancy rate for consultant psychiatrists quoted in the 
question “from 218 to 324 between December 2013 and March 2014” is, in fact, an approximation of 
vacancy data for all consultant posts in all specialties for that period. The correct information is 
supplied in the following table: 

 
Dec-13 Mar-14 

Total Consultant Vacancies  218.1 wte  324.8 wte 

Total Consultant Psychiatric Vacancies  21.5 wte 55.8 wte  

Source: ISD 

The total funded establishment for consultants, which includes consultant psychiatrists, has 
increased during this period and it would be expected for vacancies to rise while health boards recruit 
to these posts. It should be noted that vacancy numbers for this specialism have reduced by 5.6 wte 
during the last quarter and stand at 50.2 wte as at June 2014. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/11/9348
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Economy/GERS
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


We expect NHS boards to plan their facilities and workforce to deliver this service and to have 
robust processes in place to ensure the provision of safe, effective and high quality patient care. The 
Scottish Government is working with NHS Education for Scotland and the Royal College of 
Psychiatrists to ensure this patient care is delivered by the right professional at the right time. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many educational psychologists there have been in the NHS in each year 
for the last ten years. 

 (S4W-22512) 

Alex Neil: The information requested on how many educational psychologists there have been in 
the NHS in each year for the last ten years is not centrally held. 

 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking to reduce the time that patients remain in hospital while awaiting care arrangements to be 
made, after they are clinically ready to be discharged.   

 (S4W-22516) 

Alex Neil: We are working closely with our NHS and local authority partners to reduce the levels of 
delayed discharges across Scotland. Since April 2007 we have reduced the level of delays over four 
weeks by over 60%. However, tackling delays is not just about money, and some partnerships are 
facing real challenges, particularly around workforce recruitment and retention. We have therefore 
recently convened a task force to drive forward improvements and innovative change at a local and 
national level. 

We have also provided additional support to partnerships facing the most significant pressures from 
delayed discharges. This funding will enable them to accelerate progress towards sustainable change, 
drive down delays and release hospital capacity over the long term. 

Furthermore, our plans to integrate adult health and social care will ensure that health and social 
care is provided in the right place, at the right time, making the best use of available money, facilities 
and people. 

Learning and Justice 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-22149 by Michael Russell on 13 August 2014, whether it will list each (a) 
local authority and (b) school participating in the Raising Attainment for All programme. 

 (S4W-22454) 

Michael Russell: The local authorities currently involved in the Raising Attainment for All 
programme are Aberdeen City, Angus, Borders, Dumfries and Galloway, Dundee, East Ayrshire, Fife, 
North Ayrshire, North Lanarkshire, Renfrewshire, South Lanarkshire and Stirling and 
Clackmannanshire. 

There are around 100 schools involved at the moment, although final numbers will not be finalised 
until later in the year. The list of local authorities and their participating schools will be made available 
on the Raising Attainment pages on the Scottish Government website in due course:  
www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Education/Schools/Raisingeducationalattainment 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-22149 by Michael Russell on 13 August 2014, how many adults are 
registered users of the Parentzone website, also expressed as a percentage of the target group. 

 (S4W-22455) 

Michael Russell: Parentzone Scotland is currently being redeveloped. Users will be encouraged to 
subscribe to regular newsletters when the new site goes live from 24 September 2014 but at present 
there is no facility to become a subscribed user. 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Education/Schools/Raisingeducationalattainment


Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-22149 by Michael Russell on 13 August 2014, whether graduates of Teach 
First are eligible to teach in Scotland's schools. 

 (S4W-22456) 

Michael Russell: It is a statutory requirement that local authorities only employ teachers who are 
registered with the General Teaching Council for Scotland (GTCS). 

Any Teach First graduate can apply for registration. They will then be individually assessed against 
the relevant GTCS criteria. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-22149 by Michael Russell on 13 August 2014, what action it is taking to 
establish literacy and numeracy hubs; how much it has invested in this, and where they will be based.  

 (S4W-22457) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government supported the development of five inter-authority 
literacy hubs in North Lanarkshire, Fife, Edinburgh, Highland and West Dunbartonshire, and six inter-
authority numeracy hubs in Dumfries & Galloway, Glasgow, Midlothian, East Lothian, Angus and 
Moray. The literacy hubs were allocated a total of £495,997 from September 2012 to the end of June 
2014; the numeracy hubs have thus far been allocated a total of £301,915 from October 2013 to the 
end of March 2015. Both the literacy and numeracy hubs continue to share with their partners 
successful approaches developed at local level to improve literacy or numeracy outcomes for children 
and young people. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
students from England paid university tuition fees at Scotland's universities in 2013-14, and what was 
the total amount paid. 

 (S4W-22499) 

Michael Russell: This information is not held centrally. 

 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, if 
Scotland decided to separate from the UK and at some point joined the EU, whether Scotland's 
universities would be able to charge students from England. 

 (S4W-22501) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government believes that should Scotland in the future choose 
independence, as a member of the EU, it would be able to maintain the current policy of charging 
students from the rest of the UK tuition fees to study at Scotland’s universities. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government for what reason training grants have been withdrawn for educational psychology 
training in relation to the MSc in Educational Psychology course. 

 (S4W-22511) 

Michael Russell: The decision to change the funding arrangements for the training of educational 
psychologists was taken in the light of challenging financial circumstances as part of the Spending 
Review 2011. This aligned financial support for postgraduate training for educational psychologists 
with financial support for many other postgraduate training schemes. 

The Scottish Government recognises and values the role that educational psychologists play in 
additional support for learning. We are working in partnership with the National Scottish Steering 
Group for Educational Psychologists around workforce planning at a national level to ensure a 
sustainable supply of educational psychologists to meet potential future needs. 

 



Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many educational psychologists are in training at university and what the 
estimated need is for educational psychologists in training from 2014, given the estimated increase in 
additional support needs. 

 (S4W-22513) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government recognises and values the role that educational 
psychologists play in supporting learners. We are working in partnership with the National Scottish 
Steering Group for Educational Psychologists to ensure a sustainable supply of educational 
psychologists to meet potential future needs. This includes work to improve the data available to 
inform future workforce planning decisions, including decisions around numbers of educational 
psychologists to train.  

24 students have started the first year of the Master of Science degree in educational psychology at 
Dundee University this month, and 19 students have started the second year of the course at 
Strathclyde University. 21 students completed the course in September 2014.  

There has been a significant increase in the number of pupils recorded in national statistics as 
having additional support needs since 2010. This is a direct consequence of an extension in the way 
in which we collect information. Prior to 2010, only pupils with co-ordinated support plans, 
individualised educational programmes or who were attending a special school were recorded as 
having additional support needs. However, in 2010 this was extended to include anyone receiving 
additional support, including all the pupils identified and receiving support in mainstream schools. This 
has led to a large increase in the number of pupils recorded with additional support needs since 2010. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Hugh Henry (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, if 
Scotland decided to separate from the UK, which tax authority would collect taxation from a retired 
person in Scotland who is in receipt of a pension from an English local authority pension fund. 

 (S4W-22474) 

John Swinney: As set out in Scotland’s Future – Your Guide to an Independent Scotland, the 
Scottish Government will build on the existing definition set out in the Scotland Act 2012 and general 
international protocols to establish a definition of a Scottish taxpayer based on residence. In general, 
this means that people who live in Scotland for most of the year will pay their taxes here. Where 
people split their time between Scotland and other countries, including England, Wales and Northern 
Ireland, there will be clear rules set out in statute to determine which tax authority they pay their taxes 
to. 

Scotland’s Future also explains that the Scottish Government will seek a double taxation agreement 
with the Westminster government to ensure that cross-border tax affairs for companies and individuals 
operating in both jurisdictions are as fair and simple as possible. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-22451 
S4W-22452 
S4W-22469 
S4W-22470 
S4W-22471 
S4W-22472 
S4W-22473 
S4W-22480 
S4W-22481 
S4W-22482 
S4W-22488 
S4W-22489 
S4W-22490 
S4W-22491 
S4W-22492 
S4W-22494 



S4W-22498 
S4W-22502 
S4W-22505 
S4W-22506 
 


